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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Located on a level lot facing the Lynn Common, the Lynn Armory is a Romanesque Revival
structure built of red brick with sandstone trimmings. The building is made up of
a head house which has a drill shed attached to its rear (south) wall.

Head House: Containing the building's major facades (east, nerth § west), the Head
House 1s rectangular in plan with rounded bays at each of its four corners. It
rises from a plinth of rock-faced granite and is constructed of pressed brick which
has been pointed with tinted mortar to emphasize the walls' appearance of solidity.
The roof is nearly flat and is masked by a crenellated parapet on its east, north
and west sides. Windows of the head house (except where otherwise noted) are made
up of 1/1 sash, the top half of which is arched; the sash is set in brick surrounds
with arched heads, and sandstone sills.

Fead House - North Elevation: Facing South Common Street, the north elevation is
nearly symmetrical, containing the building's major entry centered at the first story.
The entry is set behind a wide arch with a sandstone architrave and has modern wooden
doors (mid-20th c.) On either side of the entry, below grade level, are light wells
which allow access to the cellar. Set on each of the entry at the first story is a
single window. Second and third stories of the facade each contain three sets of
paired windows. The third story windows are set in three blind arches. Framing the
north elevation are two circular corner towers, 22' in diameter, each of which rises
four stories to a crenellated parapet built out from the wall on a corbelled base.
The northeast tower has evenly spaced windows at its first three stories and oculi

at its fourth story; the northwest tower has similar fenestration, except where
blocked by an attached stair tower and oriels which connect to the second story of
the side tower. At the third story of the northwest tower is a carved sandstone
placque of the state seal of Massachusetts.

Head House - West Elevation: Facing an empty lot, the west elevation is framed by

the structure's northwest corner tower and by a smaller rounded bav at +he structure's
southwest corner. The west elevation is symmetrical, consisting at both the first
and second stories of a narrow center bay with one window per floor flanked on each
side by a wider outer bay with two windows per floor. The second story windows are
set in three blind arches which correspond in widths to the bays below. At the

third story are three pairs of windows surmounted by corbelling which supports the /
parapet above. Fenestration of the small southwest corner bay is irregular consisting
of one window at each story set in positions which spiral from the base of the bay

to. its top.

Head House - East Elevaticn: Facing a neighboring building (ap>rox. 15' distant), the
east elevation is a mirror image of the west elevation.

Head House - South Elevation: Undecorated, the south elevation is mostly covered by
the drill shed. Near the southeast corner, a square-plaa chimney rises along the
exterior of the south elevation.

Drill Shed: Constructed of a porous red brick and centered on the rear wall of the
head house, the drill shed is nearly as wide as the head house. The shed is approximately

(continued)
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140' long, divided into four bays on the exterior by buttresses; each bay contains
two arched windows. The drill shed is enclosed by a steeply pitched slate roof
and has a stepped gable at its south end. The south elevation of the drill shed
has a small wing (with half-hip roof) at its first story. Above the wing are three
arched windows which provide light for the shed's interior hall. Alterations to
the drill shed are minor, consisting of the enlargement of two windows on the east
wall, both of which have been converted to doors.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Lynn Armory retains integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship
and association. Built in 1893 to replace the Franklin Street Armory of 1888, the
present Lynn Armory is among the best examples of Romanesque Revival architecture in
the city. In addition, the Lynn Armory is one of several important Victorian public
buildings located at the east end of the Common, 211 of which served io meke this
area the city's major institutional center. Included in this group are {or were) the
01d Lynn City Hall (1867-1868 - demolished); St. Stephen's Memorial Church (1881 )
potential NR); and the Lynn Public Library (1898-1900 - potential NR).

Unlike the many Romanesque revival factories of Lynn's business district, most of
which have Romanesque decorative details on their facades only, the Lynn Armory

was designed to carry its decoration around three sides, leaving only the drill
shed without Romanesque decorative details. In May of 1893, plans drawn by Wheeler
Northend were accepted by the Commonwealth and construction began in summer of 1893.
Currently in original condition, the building consists of a 'head house' of approxi-
mately 68' (facade) by 86'(depth) %o which a drill shed of 140' length is attached
at the rear (south). At the time of the building's dedication, local newspapers
boasted that it was among the 'best arranged" armories in Massachusetts due to the
efforts of "Commissioner Leighton' who oversaw construction and who allowed the
local militia companiss to work out the building program with the architects,
rather than forcing the architects to work within more restrictive state plans for
armory construction, ey

The Armory's architects, Wheeler § Northend, were a Lynn firm which formed around
1886 and dissolved around 1893, after which Holman K. Wheeler continued a private
practice in Lynn and Northend moved elsewhere. The years of the firm's existence
co-incided with a period of growth for Lynn as well as a period of building activity
which followed the Fire of 1889 that destroyed the city's business district. During
the rebuilding, Wheeler and Northend designed a large number of Romanesque Revival
style blocks of which the New Item Building (1890 - demolished) was the best known.
Elsewhere in Lynn the firm designed the Lynn High School (Romanesque Revival style -
1890 - demolished) and a mumber of small scale commercial blocks. The scale of the
Armory and its prominent site marks its as the firm's most important surviving design.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
i Office of the Secretary of State
MASSACHUSETTS 294 washington Street :

Boston, Massachusetts :
HISTORICAL 02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY

COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State

June 25, 1979

Mr. Ronald Greenberg, Acting Chief o JuLe W19

Registration Branch

OAHP, Heritage, Conservation § ;
Recreation Service ‘;@2@?;{:\[‘{

440 G Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20243

Dear Mr. Greenberg:
Enclosed you will find the following nomination forms:
° BOS’FON - Arthur J. Lynn (Schooner)
e HANOVER - Stetson House
e LAWRENCE - Downtown Lawrence Historic District
e LYNN - Lynn Armory
® LYNN - St. Stephen's Church

e SOUTHBRIDGE -  Center Village Historic District

All have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been
signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer.

Sincerely,
Christine Boulding
Survey Director

CB/leaf
Encl:
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