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—NOT FOR PUBLICATION 
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BUILDING(S) 

—STRUCTURE 

—SITE 

—OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 

—PUBLIC 

^PRIVATE 

—BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 

—IN PROCESS 

—BEING CONSIDERED 

STATUS 
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ACCESSIBLE 
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496 Harvard S t r ee t 
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Massachusetts 
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DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

—EXCELLENT 
X 

—GOOD 

—FAIR 

—DETERIORATED 

—RUINS 

—UNEXPOSED 

C H E C K ONE 

—UNALTERED 

^-ALTERED 

C H E C K ONE 

?_ORIGINALSITE 

—MOVED DATE_ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Brick Block occupies a prominent comer lot in the commercial center of Chatham. I t 
faces south on Main Street and west on Chatham Bars Road. The L-shaped structure is one 
of the most visible in Chatliam's small downtown because of its size and its brick construc­
tion. 

I t is aland kstory Tudor Revival block distinguished by its inirentive brickwork. A 
deeply projecting slate roof supported on heavy curved bracketts dominates the design. 
This is punctuated by a series of shed dormers and by jerkin headed gables at its comers. 
The gables are articulated by stickwork and exhibit the most unusual brickwork. 

The south and west elevations are lighted by large shop windows with transoms. While 
most of those on the west retain their multi-pane construction, those on the south have 
been replaced by large single panes. Ihe windows altemate with recessed doors, also 
with transoms. The gables and dormers contain regular 6/6 double hung sash which 
is also found on the rear of the building. 

The two main bonding pattems used on the building are English and Flemish. On the 
south and west elevations headers are raised beneath the windows and around the main comer 
entrance. On the rear elevations headers are raised in an overall diamond pattem. A 
row of soldiers three courses above the foundation encircles the entire building. 
In the gables the bricks are laid in a free form pattem of headers, stretchers, soldiers, 
diagonals and odd pieces. 
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a r c n i t e c t : Harvey B a i l y Alden 
BUILDER/ARCHITECT G u i l d e r : Joseph Nickerson SPECIFIC DATES ^ 9 1 4 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The brick block is significant as a uniqVE and interesting exanple of masonry construction 
and as an inportant local landmark. I t was originally conmissioned by a group of local 
businessmen called the Chatham Associates to house their shops on the ground floor with 
apartments above and i t s t i l l serves this purpose. Members of the Associates included 
Benjamin Hyde, Charles Hardy and George Hopkins. Shops included an ice cream parlor, 
a meat market, and a bi l l i a r d parlor. 

I t was designed by Harvey Bailey Alden of Boston and construction was sipervised by 
William Cox. Joseph Nickerson, a Worcester native,was imported to act as master mason 
on the job. Nickerson, wlio had competed in national bricklaying conpetitions, was given 
a freehand here and tlie result was a virtuoso exanple of the bricklayers' art. After 
conpletion of the job Nickerson remained in Chatham and his descendants s t i l l carry on 
his craft. 

The building derives i t s historic name from the fact that i t originally housed the 
Chatham Post Office. 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

See tha attached map which i s taken from the Chatham assessors' maps. The nominated 
property i s outlined i n red. Also refer to the attached legal description which i s 
recorded with the deed. 
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DATE 
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CITY OR TOWN 

Boston 
STATE 

Massachusetts 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:  

NATIONAL STATE LOCAL X | 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665) , I 

hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 

criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 
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i ; CHRISTOPHER D." 

of 4 96 Harvard Street, Brookl ine, Norfolk 

CBVED 

1978 
^^TIONAL 
REGISTER 

unty, Massachusetts 

DEC 

I 
— 0 0 / 0 0 Dollars 

y&i-iCgyiiKiiiAiviid, for One Hundred and Sixty Thousand ($160, 000. 00) andconsideration paid 
grant to 

R. CROSBY KEMPER 
of 88 Watchhill Way, Chatham,. 

32b 

Barnstable County, Massachusetts 02633 

with quitclaim cobcnant* 

the land in Chatha 

thereon, boun 

Southwesterly 

Northwesterly 

Northeasterly 

Southeasterly 

m, Barnstable County, Massachusetts, together with the building 

ded and descr(ilb»di^wK4§ij<Si^p^»w?«.\*«ii) 

by Main Street, by two lines measuring f i f t een (15) feet and 
one hundred f i f t een (115) feet respectively, and by the arc of 
a curve at Chatham Bars Avenue, a l l as shown on a plan here­
inaf ter mentioned; 
by Chatham Bars Avm ue, by the arc of a curve at Main Street, 
by the Southerly line of Chatham Bars Avenue about one hundred 
ten feet (110) feet, and by the arc of the curve at "Proposed 
Court. " as shown on said plan; 
by the Southerly l ine of "Proposed Court" as shown on said 
plan, by the arc of the curve at Chatham Bars Avenue, and by 
the Southerly line of said "Proposed Court" ninety-one and 
7/10 (91. 7) feet; and 
f o r t y - s i x and 2 / l 0 (46.2) feet, and Southwesterly f i f teen (15) 
feet and Southeasterly, again seventy-five (75) feet, a l l by land 
now or f o r m e r l y of John M . Cowan, and now or fo rmer ly of 
Elizabeth M . Gibson. 

Excluding f r o m the above premises any portion which may have been 
deeded to, or taken by eminent domain proceedings, or otherwise by the Town 
of Chatham f o r sidewalks or public ways. 

The granted premises are shown and delineated as that Lot entitled 
"P. O. Building Chatham Associates Area 15150" on the plan entitled "Plan of 
Land owned by Chatham Associates et a l , Chatham, Mass. " dated May 1923, 
drawn by C. E. Hudson, C i v i l Engineer and recorded with Barnstable County 
Registry of Deeds i n Plan Book 10, Page 137. 

Together with an easement fo r ingress and egress over that portion of 
"Proposed Court" , now being used as a driveway or roadwya appurtenant to the 
granted premises. 

Together, also, with an easement, appurtenant to the granted premises, 
to maintain and repair the cesspools and lines servicing the granted premises and 
located on said land of Chatham Associates Trust shown as "Proposed Court" on 
said plan, subject to the provis ion that the grantee, i n the event of excavation shall 
restore the land to i ts then condition, the said cesspools and lines not to be altered, 
added to, or enlarged beyond thei r present dimensions. 

Said premises are conveyed together with the benefit of the casements 
set f o r t h in the deed f r o m the Trustees of Chatham Associates Trust to Gershom 
D. Ha l l , dtd June I B , 1952 and recorded in Barnstable Courty Registry of Deeds, 
Book 814, Page 326. 

For my t i t l e , see deed recorded i n Barnstable County Registry of Deeds. 
Book 2514, Page 028. 
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MASSACHUSETTS 

HISTORICAL 
COMMISSION 

March 9, 1979 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
Office of the Secretary of State 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 
02108 
617-727-8470 

MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY 
Secretary of State 

Charles Harrington, Chief 
National Register 
Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 
440 G Street, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20243 • 

Attn: Margaret Oreltp . « , ' 

Dear Mr. Herrington: 

As we discussed on the phone, the Brick Block is one of the most important 
commercial structures in Chatham. In a town characterized by small scale, 
wood frame buildings, i t is remarkable not only for it s brick construction, 
but for it s size. I t has been used for commercial purposes since i t was 
erected, and, as I noted, one function i t originally housed was the post office. 

In answer to your questions regarding the Castle in Waltham, Schwartz Hall (#8) 
is contenporary with the main U-shaped section and is designed in the same 
style. I t is not connected because i t originally served as a dormitory; i t 
now contains lab and classroom space. The small building below i t is connected 
by a stone arch and originally served as Dr. John Hall Smith's office and 
lab; i t is now used for storage. A statement of architectural significance 
is enclosed on a continuation sheet. 

Sincerely, 

Candat 
National fegister Coordinator 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

CJ/ts 
enclosure 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE MASSACHUSETTS 

Date Entered APR 1 3 !979 

Name 

Brick Block 

Location 

Chatham 
Barnstable County 

Also Notified 

Honorable Paul G. Tsongas 
Honorable Edward M. Kennedy 
Honorable Gerry E. Studds 

NR Byers/bjr 4/16/79 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mrs. Patricia L. Weslowskl 
Executive Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

For further information, please c a l l the National Register at (202)343-6401. 
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