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The Captain Gershom Bradford House is located at 931 Tremont Street in Duxbury. 
Tremont Street (Route 3A) was one of the earliest roads between Boston and the 
southern part of the state. The property is conprised of 9-3/4 acres of well-
landscaped grounds. The land surrounding the house is occupied by modest flower 
beds and low stone walls. Lilacs, boxtrees, and dogwoods planted by early members 
of the Bradford family remain. Acreage more distant from the house includes horse 
chestnut, silver beech, and spruce trees. The building stands opposite the house 
of Gamaliel Bradford, Gershom's brother and fellow sea captain. The property is 
bordered by Harrison Street to the north, a golf course to the east, and large 
lot residential structures to the south and west. 

The two story Federal style building was constructed in 1807-1808 by Captain Ger­
shom Bradford. The original house has an L-shaped plan. The main five bay wide 
by two bay deep ridge roof section has an inside end chimney at each gable peak. 
The two story hip roof e l l extends from the southern end of the rear (east) eleva­
tion. I t has a t a l l inside end chimney on its north elevation. A two story, ridge 
roof addition extends from the rear (east) elevation of the e l l . This addition 
projects southward and replaces a bam which was originally attached to the e l l . 
This deteriorated bam was removed in 1893. 

The entire structure is sheathed in clapboards painted blue-gray. The north and 
south elevations of the main section have rough brick beneath the clapboards. 
Fenestration is 6/6 with slightly projecting lintels and s i l l s framed by louvered 
shutters. The water table, entablature, and comer boards are plain. The symmetri­
cal facade faces west. The approach to the front door is a walkway of cube-shaped, 
volcanic stone blocks which were brought from Italy as ballast by Captain Bradford. 
The entrance is flanked by sidelights and headed by a fanlight. A small flat hood 
siqjported by two brackets on a molded cornice shields the door. The north and south 
elevations each have triangular windows in the gable ends on either side of the 
inside chimneys. The rear (east) elevation has four asymmetrically placed windows 
and a vertically paneled door in the southem end by the e l l . The e l l is three 
bays deep on it s south elevation. I t has three asymmetrically placed windows 
of contrasting scale on its north eleA/ation. 

The addition extends along the rear elevation of the e l l and continues out beyond 
the south elevation of the main section of the house. The facade of the addition 
is three bays wide. I t has an entrance framed by shutters on its northern end. 
The rear (east) elevation of the addition has an off center entrance and a wooden 
deck with railing. The windows on the addition's elevations are smaller than those 
of the main house. They are asymmetrically placed and shutterless. 

The interior of the house retains hand wrought moldings in the parlor and center hall. 
Floors and woodwork are painted, the latter in the same lead gray as the original. 
Wallpaper is original in two of the four front rooms. Much original Bradford furni­
ture remains. A l l of the fumishings are of the period and grade used by the family. 
The cellar contains a large brick cistem. 

The interior of the e l l has been slightly modified. A small kitchen and bath were added. 
The e l l is occupied year round as a security measure. The house is owned by the Duxbury 
Rural and Historical Society, Inc. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Captain Gershom Bradford House is significant for the simple quality of its 
early 19th century Federal design and for i t s association with the Bradford family, 
who retained ownership of the house from 1807 to 1968. 

Gershom Bradford was bom in 1774. He was the grandson of a Representative to 
the General Court and the son of a Revolutionary Was colonel. Gershom went to sea 
at age 17 and sailed under his older brothers Gamaliel and Daniel, both of whom 
were shipmasters. He became a mate in 1796 and a master some four years later. 
The three brothers built houses at about the same time. Gamaliel's home (National 
Register nomination) is directly across tlie road from Gershom's; Daniel's is a 
third of a mile away. Jerusha Bradford, their sister, married Ezra Weston I I , 
Duxbury's leading shipbuilder and owner of the King Caesar House (National Register 
nomination). 

Gershom sailed as mate with Captain Gamaliel on the ship Mary' in 1799 and helped 
resist the attack of a French privateer. A similar encounter on the ship Industry' 
occurred the following year. IVhile manning a stem gun, Gershom leamed that 
Gamaliel had been seriously wounded. He assumed command, and after a Th hour 
battle, drove t j f f the adversary. Gershom then brought the vessel safely into 
Lisbon under a jury rig. 

Captain Gershom was fully qualified to handle any vessel, but preferred smaller 
ships and shorter voyages. He commanded at least ten vessels before retiring in 
1826, after 35 years at sea. Bradford died in 1844. 

The Captain Gershom Bradford House is important to the heritage of the town of 
Duxbury. The house belonged to Captain Gershom and his descendants for a period 
of 161 years. I t was entrusted to the Duxbury Rural and Historical Society, Inc. 
in 1968 by two Bradford brothers, the present Gershom and the late Edward, both 
of whom lived in the house. The building represents the l i f e style and interest 
of a successful shipbuilder and his family. The Captain's library retains fine 
books of his day. Historic paintings and pictures adorn the walls. The Captain 
lived during most of Duxbury's period of peak shipbuilding (1825-1850) and was an 
active member in its i n i t i a l growth. 
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