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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Joshua Ward House stands at 148 Washington Street, directly opposite Front Street,
at the entrance to Salem's downtown area. The building is one of Salem's earliest and
most distinguished brick mansions. Its original lot, which had a

commanding view of the harbor, was slightly over 1/2 acre. The lot has since
been reduced to its present size of 7,818 sq. feet. Because of land fill and new street
patterns, it now faces Front Street and downtown Salem. At present the location of the
house is strategic;it is situated at the gateway of Salem's award-winning urban renewal
area, and provides an essential stability to the downtown area.

Joshua Ward, a prominent Salem resident, purchased the property on August 11, 1781, re-
moved an existing house, and built the present mansion between 1784 and 1787.

According to James Duncan Phillips, the Salem historian, "The Joshua Ward house stood
well back from the street and was terraced up in front. It had a beautiful view looking
directly down the harbor."

The house is a square, three story, Federal style building with brick masonry laid in
Flemish bond. Molded brick is used extensively in the cornice, the water table, and in
the two broken string courses which define the second and third floor levels. The unusual
broken hip roof originally carried a balustrade at the break in levels. Two tall inside
end chimneys rise at both the north and south elevations.

The 5 bay wide facade faces east toward Washington St. Femestration is varied from story
to story, typical of Federal design. The first story windows are 8/8; the second story
windows are narrower and 6/6; the third story windows are the smallest, and 6/6.

All are framed by wide, molded architraves, painted white. The first and second story
windows are headed by segmental arches. The north &outh elevations are asymmetrical, four
bays deep ,with fenestration identical to that on the facade.

The west (rear) elevation repeats the design of the other elevations. There is a small
one story, "Colonial" flat roof addition added after 1932. It has an off center entrance
portico. This small pedimented Doric portico has four columns. The flat roof of the
extension has an iron balustrade. Centered French doors from the second floor lezd out
onto this "porch".

Samuel McIntire is believed to have designed the interior finish. The stairway is Salem's
oldest surviving McIntire box stairway and is an example of a type found in several of
McIntire's early houses. The stairway is composed of sturdy balusters in the form of Roman
Doric columns, conical in progrtion and detail. The multiplied casings of the rail,

and the broken pediment above the door on . the landing reveal the survival of Baroque in-
fluence from the mid 18th century. There are twelve fireplaces in the building, several of
which reflect the McIntire style. Much of the interior finish remains intact, some has
been covered in place, and some has been put in storage by the present owner. During the
mid - 19th Century, Dr. Joseph Emerson Fisk owned the building, and in 1855 built a large
brick structure to the southeast of the house, extending to the street line. It was first
used as a storehouse,and was later annexed to the house.

Another long four story structure, since demolished, was built adjacent to the southern
wall of the addition, and the entire grouping, including the Ward House, was used as a
boarding house and later as a hotel from 1891 to 1937. The southern portion of the Wash-
ington Street storefront was built in 1855.
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In 1921 the remainder of the existing storefront was added, the first tenants being a hat
retailer and clothing shop. The first floor has undergone numerous alterations.

The building was vacated in 1937 and was slated for demoliton the following year.

The four chimneys were blown down on two occasions, first on November 11, 1788, and
again in the hurricane of 1938, at which time the house was damaged. Historic American
Buildings Survey drawings had been completed in 1937 and the house was repaired to its
original appearance.

Currently, the storefront is vacant and a portion at the Ward House is rented. The
entire property is for sale.



Kl SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
_PREHISTORIC ~ _ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC ~_COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE ~ _RELIGION
—1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION —LAW —_SCIENCE
—1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS —LITERATURE —SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 X ARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY —_SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
X1700-1799 —ART —ENGINEERING —Music —_THEATER
—1800-1899 —COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  _PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION
—1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY ZpoLITICS/GOVERNMENT —_OTHER (SPECIFY)

—INVENTION

SPECIFIC DATES 1784-1787 BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Joshua Ward House is significant as the only remaining harborfront mansion built
during the height of Salem's importance as a seaport. The interior of the mansion was
designed by the renowned Salem architect, Samuel McIntire, and includes the earliest
surviving example of a McIntire box stairway. The house originally had a prominent
view of the Salem Harbor and South River. These waterways have since been filled in,
and the area has developed into Salem's central business district; the Ward House now
dominates the southern entrance to the downtown area. Unfortunately, the additions and
billboards in the front of the building camouflage it, but possible removal of the st ore
front and restoration of the terraced lawn would add value to the houses' definition of
the entrance to the area.

The site was once owned by George Corwin, the infamous Sheriff of Essex associ-
ated with Salem's witchcraft trials in 1692. Joshua Ward, a prosperous merchant, ship-
owner, and a re nowned patriot purchased the property, and built the house between 1784-
and 1787. It was a dwelling through the mid-19th Century. Dr. Joseph E. Fisk, a dentist,
added the storehouse in 1855, which was subsequently connected to the larger building and
used as a boarding house and a hotel from 1891-1937. It was known as the Fisk House,
Washington House, and yew Washington House. The storefront addition of 1921 completed
the conversion to a commercial property.

The Ward House is historically significant because George Washington stayed there in room
#34 on the second floor (northeast chamber) during his visit to Salem on October 29, 1789.
After describing the festivities of that day, Bently wrote: The General then retired to
the House of Mr. Joshua Ward, which is situated below the 01d Church at the Entry of the
Town from Marblehead. It is a large Brick House on the west side of the street. This
assignation was made at the General's particular request."

Salem historian, James Duncan Phillips, wrote: "Amid the cheers of the assembled multitude
he then retired to Mr. Joshua Ward's house, a large brick house which stood on a terrace

on the westerly side of Washington Street, where he had desired to stay in preference to
Captain Boardman's newly built house on the east side of the Common which had been sug-
gested. At Mr. 'Ward's house a reception was held when the President "received the compli-
ments of many different classes of people, as he says in his Diary. Ward was a rich and
prominent merchant, but his connection with Washington is not recorded."

In a newspaper clipping are the recollections of a Mrs. Putnam, whose grandmother was
a small child in the Ward House, and remembered being tossed in the arms of a tall
general.

" Long afterwards people would come to the house and touch in awe the door latch and
bed he had touched", she told her grandchildren.
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Joshua Ward House
Salem, Massachusetts
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Joshua Ward House
Salem, Massachusetts
1976 SsSexr CO.
Jacob S. Wolfson
Historic Salem, Inc.
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September 16, 1977

Mr. Charles Herrington, Chief
Registration Branch

National Register

OAHP

National Park Service
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Charles:
Encloséd please find nomination forms for the following properties:

1. Salem, Joshua Ward House
2. Brockton, 01d Post Office Building
3. Oxford, Hudson House

These properties have been reviewed and voted by the State Review
Board and signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer, Elizabeth
Amadon.

Sincerely,

Hot

Patricia L. Weslowski
Survey Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

PLW/ed
enc
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