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ACCESSIBLE 
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TITLE 

Inventory of the Historic Assets of the Commonwealth 
DATE 
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DEPOSITORY FOR 
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a DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED ^UNALTERED ^ORIGINAL SITE 

J icOOD —RUINS —ALTERED —MOVED DATE 

— FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Hudson House i s located on Hudson Road i n Oxford. The nominated property 
consists of a 2̂ acre l o t immediately surrounding the house. x];ie encxrcling property 
includes a f o r t y year old barn d i r e c t l y south of the house and the large Hudson 
Pond situated east of the house. Extensive f i e l d s north, northeast of the house are 
bordered by Federal H i l l Road to the west. The stonewalls l i n i n g both sides of 
Hudson Road were b u i l t by the Hudson family. The house s i t s on f l a t land and i s 
encircled by f l a t farmland and swampy areas. Fields south of the house may be 
sub-divided i n the future. The entire area i s sparsely s e t t l e d . 

The Hudson House was b u i l t i n 1720 by William Hudson. I t i s a 2̂5 story, ridge roof 
structure with a one story, ridge roof e l l and attached barn/shed extending from i t s 
rear (north) elevation. There i s a central chimney on both the main house and the 
e l l . The entire structure i s sheathed i n clapboards with plain corner boards and 
water table. Fenestration i s 6/6. 

The symmetrical f i v e bay wide facade faces south. The center entrace i s a six panel 
wooden door flanked by sidelights with a panel below and headed by a wide, f l a t en­
tablature. The windows and door are framed by louvered shutters. The west elevation 
of the house i s two bays deep with a single window i n the gable end above. There is 
a pl a i n wooden door located at the northern end of the elevation. The west elevation 
of the e l l i s f i v e bays deep with a projecting entryway at the second bay on the 
northern end. The attached barn/shed i s two stories , with the f i r s t story below the 
grade of the remainder of the structure. The west elevation has an entrance at 
ground l e v e l topped by two windows on the second l e v e l . The rear (north) elevation 
of the barn i s two bays wide. 

The entryway to the main house was altered i n 1790. The Federal styl e sidelights 
were added at t h i s time. Aside from t h i s , the entire building remains close to i t s 
o r i g i n a l state. 

The e l l houses l i v i n g space, storage area, and a root c e l l a r . 



SIGNIFICANCE 
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—ENGINEERING 
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—MUSIC 
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—OTHER (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES 1720 BUILDER/ARCHITECT W i l l i a m Hudson 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Hudson House i s s i g n i f i c a n t for i t s condition and o r i g i n a l architectural 
character. I t i s also s i g n i f i c a n t for i t s continued use as a working farm and 
as a property which remained i n the Hudson family's ownership for 242 years. 

The house was b u i l t i n 1720 by William Hudson, one of the t h i r t y o r i g i n a l English 
s e t t l e r s of Oxford. The land grant for the Hudson property was made i n 1713, at the 
time of settlement. The Hudsons were involved i n local p o l i t i c s and with the 
organization of town m i l i t i a i n the 1740's. 

Because the farm i s isolated, i t was often the scene of Indian/settler c o n f l i c t . 
Once the Hudson family was forced to abandon the house for two weeks and take 
refuge i n the nearest garrison house. 

The Hudson House i s the oldest surviving building i n Oxford and remained i n the 
Hudson family u n t i l 15 years ago. The land has been farmed for 263 years, and 
the property i s of importance to the town as the sole survivor of the town's 
settlement. The property remains a classic example of a s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t colonial 
New England farm. 
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3 ) N A M E as i t appears on f e d e r a l r e g i s t e r : 

Hudson House 

.4688 

NATIONAL REGISTER DATA SHEET 
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Hudson Homestead 
§) L O C A T I O N s t r e e t & n u m b e r 
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