


DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

^ L E X C E L L E N T —DETERIORATED JklNALTERED ^ORIGINAL SITE 

_GOOD - R U I N S -ALTERED —MOVED DATE. 

—FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Moses Packard House i s located on the corner of Main and Florence Streets i n 
a re s i d e n t i a l section of Brockton. The less than one acre of nominated property 
i s landscaped with topiary shrubbery. There i s a parking l o t to the rear (west) 
of the building. 

The house was designed by Brockton architect Fred T. Austin and b u i l t i n 1897 
for Moses Packard. I t i s a two and hal f story Queen Anne style structure with 
Colonial Revival d e t a i l . Typical of i t s s t y l e , the house i s of ir r e g u l a r plan 
and massing and shows a variety of textures i n the materials used. The exposed 
basement le v e l and f i r s t story are rough faced granite. The second story and 
roof dormers are clapboards painted l i g h t green. The high hip roof i s covered 
with slate t i l e s and crowned by two t a l l molded brick chimneys. Fenestration i s 
1/1 framed by p l a i n architraves. Windows are of contrasting scale. F i r s t 
story windows and doors and headed by a jack arch. 

The building facade faces east toward Main Street. A series of steps with low 
granite walls and i r o n r a i l i n g s lead to the one story o f f center entrance portico. 
The heavily molded dentiled entablature i s supported by three Doric columns at 
each corner. The wooden entrance door i s flanked by two windows to i t s south and 
one window to i t s north. A leaded glass door opens onto the f l a t roof of the portico 
from the second story. This door i s flanked by oval shaped stained glass windows, 
A gable dormer wi t h returns stands overhead. I t contains a Palladian window with a 
stained glass fan. The northern end of the facade i s a two story bay consisting of 
three windows on each story. The southem end of the facade i s an engaged three 
story tower with three windows on the f i r s t two stories. The t h i r d story of the 
tower i s an open porch with a turned balustrade and four delicate Doric columns 
supporting the conical roof with a copper band and a copper f i n i a l at i t s peak. An 
open porch protected only by a low granite w a l l runs along the facade and rounds the 
corner to continue along the south elevation. 

The south elevation has a one story f l a t roof porte-cochere supported by slender 
Doric columns standing on the two granite walls which flank the doorway. This i s 
headed by a double window on the western end of the second story and a smaller single 
window on the eastern end. A Palladian window occupies the gable dormer overhead. 
The f i r s t story of the north elevation has two windows on the eastern end and a 
three sided bay on the western end. The second story has double windows above each 
of these with an oval shaped stained glass window between. The gable dormer above 
has a series of four windows with the center two headed by a semi-circular fan. 
A two and hal f story e l l sheathed e n t i r e l y i n clapboards extends from the west (rear) 
elevation. 

Decorative balustrades have been removed from the portico roof and the main roof of 
the house. Smoked glass and bronze anodized aluminum breezeways have recently been 
added to the facade portico and to the rear elevation entrance leading to offices 
constructed i n the basement. 

The i n t e r i o r has been altered only enough to allow adaption for i t s present use as a 
funeral home. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Moses Packard House i s s i g n i f i c a n t for the qua l i t y of i t s architecture. I t 
is considered an excellent example of a Queen Anne house with Colonial Revival 
d e t a i l i n Brockton. At the time of construction, the architect Fred T. Austin 
was a partner i n the f i r m of Howard and Austin. Many fin e examples of t h e i r 
work can be found i n Brockton, including the Central Fire Station (National 
Register). 

The house i s also s i g n i f i c a n t f o r i t s association with Moses Packard, a leading 
Brockton i n d u s t r i a l i s t . The Packard family was involved i n shoe manufacturing 
from the time of the incorporation of North Bridgewater ( l a t e r Brockton) i n 
1821. Moses became successful i n the f i e l d and i n 1881 was the f i r s t to produce 
a shoe which sold for a fixed r e t a i l price. His $2.99 shoe brought him fame 
and fortune throughout the nation. Packard was also active i n loc a l p o l i t i c s 
and served four terms as an alderman. ... 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE MASSACHUSETTS 

Date Entered FFR 17 1978 

Name 

Bradford* Ccpt. Canaliel* Bouse 

CXark Bottse* 

^]^icka^» Moses, Bouse 

Location 

thtjcbury vicinity 
Flyoouth Comity 

Kstlck 
Middlesex County 

Brockton 
Flyamitb County 

1̂  

Also Notified 
Hon. Edward W. Brooke 
Bon. Edward H. Kennady 
Eon. Gerry E. Studds 
Eon. Margaret M. Heckler 
Bon. Jaiaes A« Burke 

Regional Director, North Atlantic 
Region 

I 

880 :Mott/js 3/2/78 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Hrs. Elisabeth Amadon 
Executive Director, Ilassachusetts 

Blstorlcal Coimlsslon 
294 Washlnstoa Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 
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NATIONAL REGISTER DATA SHEET 
I ^ N A M E it appears on federal register: 
1 Packard, Moses, House 

OTHER NAMES: |/3)date of entry : 1 (3)county code: 

TFEB U 19781"̂  23 
• ^ L O C A T I O N street & number city / town 
1 647 Main St . Brockton 

vicinity of state 
MA 

county 
Plymouth 

(g)NPS REGION. 

NA 
i OWNER gPRlVKTE DSTATE •WUmCIPUl DCOUNTy •MULTirLE DFEDERAKaeency name) 

I EXISTING SURVEYS DHABS DHAER DNHL FUNDED? GYES DMO ®C0NGRESS DISTRICT ^1^]^ 

mm vftttMAi ft(6im» mm\z BISTKICT? 

i) A D M I N I S T R A T O R : 

I S O U R C E o f N O M I N A T I O N 

Uwiisfi njiTJSHiit mtm\c mmn^ 
• (^CONDITION • deteriorated Daltered 

Dexoellent • ruins Dunaltered 
Dgood • unexposed 
• fair • unexcavated 

• orig^lnal site 
• moved 

• reconstructed • u n k n o w n 
• excavated 

cm 

TATE • FEDERAL. 
if state who prepared form? 

DLOCAL DPRIVATE ORGAIIZATION 

^ f e a t u r e s : ^DSUBSTANTIALLY INTACT-1 ^DSUBSTANTIALLY INTACT-2 «DSUBSTANTIALLY INTACT-3 
2 DNOT INTACT-O 2 D NOT INTAC"r-0 OQ NOT INTACT - O 

;±!DUNKN0WN-4 
?DN0T APPLICABLE-7 

;^DUNKN0WN-5 
SGNOT APPLICABLE-8 

S O UNKNOWN-6 
5 D NOT APPLICABLE- 9 

^ A C C E S S D v E S - R e s t r i c t e d • Y E S - U n r e s t r i c t e d D No A c c e s s • U n k n o w n @ A D A P T I » E U S E D Y E S D N O 

l @ A R E A S OF S I G N I F I C A N C E : DENGINEERING-n 
• ARCHEOLOGY-prehistoric-2 DCOMMERCE-S • ENTERTAINMENT-26 

DARCHEOLOGY-historic-I • COMMUNICATIONS-7 • EXPLORATION -12 

• AGRICULTURE-3 • CONSERVATION - 8 DHEALTH-27 

• ARCHITECTURE-4 • ECONOMICS-9 • INDUSTRY-13 
• ART-5 •EDUCATION-10 • INVENTION-14 

SAVED? D Y E S I S P R O P E R T Y A H I S T O R I C D I S T R I C T ? • y e s D n o 

• LANDSCAPE ARCH.- 15 

• LAW- 16 

• LITERATURE-17 

• MILITARY- 18 
• MUSIC- 19 
• PHILOSOPHY-20 

• POLITICS/GOVT. - 21 •RECREATION -28 

• RELIGION-22 •SETTLEMENT-29 

• SCIENCE- 23 •URBAN PLANNING-31 
• SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN-24 • OTHER (SPECIFY) 

• SOCIAL / CULTURAL-30 
• TRANSPORTATION-25 

^ C L A I M S , explain 
^first 'Q 

' oldest' • 

•only' • 

•^funct ions 
1 WHEN HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT: 
1 CURRENTLY: 

^dates of initial construction: 
major alterations: 
historic events: 

fi>ETHNIC G R O U P 
A S S O C I A T I O N 

arch itectural style (s): ^architect: ^ m a s t e r builder: ^engineer: 

• ^landscape architect / g^arden designer: ^ i n t e r i o r decorator: ^ artist: p a r t i s a n : ^builder/contractor: 

I N A M E S give role & date 

PERSONAL: 

EVENTS: 

INSTITUTIONAL: 

^NATIONAL R E G I S T E R W R I T E - U P 
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