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[NAME 
HISTORIC 

Ware Paper M i l l 

AND/OR COMMON 

Ware Paper M i l l 

[LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

2276 Washington Street 
_ N O T FOR PUBLICATION 

CITY, TOWN 
Newton VICINITY OF 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

4th Massachusetts 

STATE CODE 
Massachusetts 025 

COUNTY 

Middlesex 
CODE 

017 

CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 
—DISTRICT 

-XBUILDING(S) 

—STRUCTURE 

—SITE 

—OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 
—PUBLIC 

S L P R I V A T E 

—BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 
k IN PROCESS 

• ' —BEING CONSIDERED 

STATUS 
^OCCUPIED 

—UNOCCUPIED 

—WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
—YES: RESTRICTED 

— YES: UNRESTRICTED 

—NO 

PRESENT USE 
AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM 

?LC0MMERCIAL —PARK 

—EDUCATIONAL —PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

—ENTERTAINMENT —RELIGIOUS 

-GOVERNMENT 

.INDUSTRIAL 

-MILITARY 

-SCIENTIFIC 

-TRANSPORTATION 

-OTHER; 

QOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

G. A r n o l d Haynes 
STREETS NUMBER 

44 W a s h i n g t o n S t r e e t 

CITY, TOWN 
W e l l e s l e y VICINITY OF 

STATE 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s 02181 

Q L O C A T I O N O F L E G A L DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE, 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC. M i d d l e s e x Coun ty R e g i s t r y o f Deeds 

STREETS NUMBER 
208 Cambr idge S t r e e t 

CITY, TOWN 
Cambr idge ' ' 

STATE 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s 

Q REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE I n v e n t o r y o f H i s t o r i c A s s e t s o f t h e Commonwealth 

DATE . ,,v f .. 
1975 —FEDERAL JSSTATE —COUNTY —LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS M a s s a c h u s e t t s H i s t o r i c a l Commiss ion 

CITY, TOWN 
B o s t o n 

STATE 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s 



DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 
X EXCELLENT 

GOOD 

FAIR 

—DETERIORATED 

—RUINS 

—UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

—UNALTERED 

3LALTERED 

• -5i% 

CHECK ONE 

i iORIGINALSITE 

—MOVED DATE-

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL <IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Ware Paper M i l l i s located i n the Lower Falls d i s t r i c t of the City of Newton. I t 
i s s i t e d close to the street i n a highly commercialized area. The Lower Falls was the 
subject of an urban renewal program several years ago, and the Paper M i l l i s one of 
the few surviving fragments of the e a r l i e r community. To the rear of the m i l l i s the 
Charles River, o r i g i n a l source of i t s power. 

The o r i g i n a l portion of the m i l l (1790) i s Ih stories high with a p a r t i a l l y exposed 
basement. I t has a slate covered ridge roof with gable to the street. I t i s con­
structed of random ashlar rubble, with heavy quoins and massive stone l i n t e l s . The 
facade i s three bays wide; side elevations are six bays deep. Fenestration i s 8/8. 
The center entry i s reached by a porch with steps to either side. The m i l l was altered 
considerably i n 1973. The i n t e r i o r was stripped and the entrance was replaced by a 
larger opening composed of the o r i g i n a l doorway connected to the window of the a t t i c 
h a l f f l o o r . 

During the 19th c. a 36'x43' section was added to the rear of the o r i g i n a l 44'x32' 
portion. This brick addition has a s l i g h t l y pitched ridge roof and extends a single 
bay's width beyond the older portion. I t is one story high with a f u l l y exposed base­
ment. Fenestration i s framed by segmental arch and i r r e g u l a r l y placed. The rear 
elevat ion has a large opening, s l i t window and glass door on the upper l e v e l , a l l cut 
during the 1973 alterations. The doorway i s reached by a modern open tread st e e l 
staircase with landing and banister. . 

'•'̂ f̂-'J '., • ". • • . '• • • ... •' • 



SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

—PREHISTORIC 

— 1400-1499 

—1500-1599 

— 1600-1699 

2Ll 700-1 799 

2Ll 800-1899 

— 1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE 
—-ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

—AGRICULTURE 

ARCHITECTURE 

ART , ' ' 

—COMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

—COMMUNITY PLANNING 

—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

—EDUCATION •:• 

—ENGINEERING 

—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 
—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

—LAW 

—LITERATURE 

—MILITARY 

—MUSIC 

-PHILOSOPHY 

-POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 
X 

-RELIGION 

-SCIENCE 

-SCULPTURE 

-SOCIAIVHUMANITARIAN 

-THEATER 

-TRANSPORTATION ' 

-OTHER (SPECIFY) 

INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES 1790 BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Ware Paper M i l l i s s i g n i f i c a n t as an early (1790) paper m i l l i n continuous use 
for that purpose u n t i l 1938. .,, 

John Ware (b. 1753) was a veteran of the siege of Boston and the Battle of Bunker 
H i l l . I n 1790 Ware bought 14 acres, the dam and watercourses and b u i l t t h i s m i l l , 
the f i r s t paper m i l l on the banks of the Charles. 

I n 1815 Ware sold the m i l l to Charles Bemis, John Marston and Charles Hackson for 
$3,000. Later Hurd bought out his partners and i n 1825 went int o partnership 
w i t h Lemuel Crehore. Hurd sold his Interest to Crehore i n 1832. During t h i s time 
the m i l l was producing Ih tons of paper dai l y . By the late 19th century, production 
had d i v e r s i f i e d to include jacquard p r i n t s , carpets and curtains, but the specialty 
of the company was bonnet board used as s t i f f e n i n g for straw hats. 

The Ware Paper M i l l was the f i r s t i n the U.S. to use the Foundriner machine, 
produced r o l l s of paper instead of sheets. • * 

This 
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PICTURE A-2 
building detail 

exposed beam and stone wall 

i 



PICTURE A-3 
building as. i t looks in 1975 

NEWTON CO-OPERATIVE BANK OFFICES 

^ ^ ^ ^ 
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PICTURE A-5 
pictured i s c e i l i n g and o r i g i n a l beams 

note stone which goes through the 
building believed to be used as a hoist 
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PAUL GUZZI 

2 January 1976 

Mr. Charles Herrington 
Chief, Registration 
National Register Office 
Office of Archeology and Historic ' 

Preservation 
U.S. Department of the I n t e r i o r 
18th and C Streets, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Mr. Herrington: 

Our dir e c t o r , Mrs. ElizabetJi Amadon, suggested that I write you concerning 
the a d v i s a b i l i t y of nominating the John Ware M i l l to the National Register. 

This stone m i l l , located i n Newton lower F a l l s , Massachusetts, was b u i l t i n 
1790 and functioned as a paper m i l l from that time u n t i l as recently as 1938. 
Today t h i s m i l l building i s the oldest m i l l i n Newton and one of the few 
surviving reminders of a once t h r i v i n g m i l l v i l l a g e i n the Lower Falls area. 

Our question concerns the r e h a b i l i t a t i o n of the building and whether or not 
you f e e l i t would be e l i g i b l e for the Register because of certain moderniza­
tions. Although the basic materials and features of the building have been 
retained, you can see from the somewhat unclear photocopy enclosed that a 
new entrance stairway has been added and the doorway and central window are 
single glass panes. The building has been adapted for use as a bank and i t 
i s the type of reuse we would l i k e to encourage. (Hopefully someday the 
banker w i l l become a fr i e n d of the preservationist!) However, we do not want 
to pursue a National Register nomination i f you f e e l that the alterations 
have destroyed the arch i t e c t u r a l i n t e g r i t y . 

Thank you for your attention to t h i s matter. 

Sincerely yours, 

Judy D. Dobbs 
National Register Editor 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

enclosures 

THE NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

DATE REC'D JAN 7 19Zfi_ 
fc/ INDIVIDUAL RESPONSE (AHACHED) 

INFORMATIVE MATERIAL SENT 

TELEPHONE CALL (ATTACHED) 

DATE ACTION TAKEN ^AN 1 2 137R 



a34-Wt m 141975 

l/)i-/76 

fcta ttUN:orlcal Cotmlsslsm 

Boston* M«8saeimM£t« 023.01 

you for yoar iMttm cG^Kteroia^ the Jolm Mare H i l l in Bovtoa Lowsr 
Fal ls , Kasaacboaatttt* 

Frim tli« aaterlal fommrdisi la ymx letter, i t apfMurs that tfe« basic 
aai»rials« architectural feat^es, and scaler of th« tmildiag \>xwm \mm 
rataijMd. Mhlla tiM tadustrlal lii^rtaaeft of tba lai l l aay h«v« ̂ <«i«nifffli## 
t ! jr« i^ adaptive XWQM, i t s arehieaetural latagrlty appMBts lataet. A« 
tlia •Meat aactaat ©111 la Itewton, the bwilding a?f<H»rs t« sigaifleanea 
at l i »a t OR tlws local l e ^ l . V« «acoarag« yoo te.|n»€e«d «rith a llatlosal 
S«^istar ontinatlem for tlia proparty. 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE MASSACHUSETTS 

Date Entered MAY 2 Z 1878 

Name Location 

Wara Paper M i l l 

JEiUther Store 

Newton 
Middlesex County 

Swansea v i c i n i t y 
Bristol County 

\ V-: 

"A 

Also Notified 

Honorable Edward W. Brooke 

lonorabla Edward M. Kennedy 
Honorable Robert F. Drinan 
Honorable Margaret M. Heckler 

NR Mott/js 5/23/78 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mrs. Patricia L. Weslowski 
Executive Director, Massachusetts 

Historical Commission 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 
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• D N A M E as i t appears on federal register: 
1 Ware Paper M i l l 

j(g)OTHER NAMES-. l /9\date of en t ry : 1^2)county code; 

m 1̂ 17 
1(5) LOCATION street & number 
1 2276 Washington St. 

c i t y / town 
Newton 

v i c i n i t y of s tate 
MA 
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Middlesex 
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• o r i g i n a l site 
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• reconstructed G u n k n o w n 
• excavated 

if state who prepared form? 
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