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The Ware Paper Mill is located in the Lower Falls district of the City of Newton. It
is sited close to the street in a highly commercialized area. The Lower Falls was the
subject of an urban renewal program several years ago, and the Paper Mill is one of
the few surviving fragments of the earlier community. To the rear of the mill is the
Charles River, original source of its power.

The original portion of the mill (1790) is 1) stories high with a partially exposed
basement. It has a slate covered ridge roof with gable to the street. It is con-
structed of random ashlar rubble, with heavy quoins and massive stone lintels. The
facade is three bays wide; side elevations are six bays deep. Fenestration is 8/8.

The center entry is reached by a porch with steps to either side.. The mill was altered
considerably in 1973. The interior was stripped and the entrance was replaced by a
larger opening composed of the original doorway connected to the window of the attic
half floor.

During the 19th c. a 36'x43' section was added to the rear of the original 44'x32'
portion. This brick addition has a slightly pitched ridge roof and extends a single
bay's width beyond the older portion. It is one story high with a fully exposed base-
ment. Fenestration is framed by segmental arch and irregularly placed. The rear
elevation has a large opening, slit window and glass door on the upper level, all cut
during the 1973 alterations. The doorway is reached by a modern open tread steel
staircase with landing and banister.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Ware Paper Mill is significant as an early (1790) paper mill in continuous use
for that purpose until 1938.

John Ware (b. 1753) was a veteran of the siege of Boston and the Battle of Bunker
Hill. In 1790 Ware bought 14 acres, the dam and watercourses and built this mill,
the first paper mill on the banks of the Charles.

In 1815 Ware sold the mill to Charles Bemis, John Marston and Charles Hackson for
$3,000. Later Hurd bought out his partners and in 1825 went into partnership

with Lemuel Crehore. Hurd sold his interest to Crehore in 1832. During this time
the mill was producing 1% tons of paper daily. By the late 19th century, production
had diversified to include jacquard prints, carpets and curtains, but the specialty
of the company was bonnet board used as stiffening for straw hats.

The Ware Paper Mill was the first in the U.S. to use the Foundriner machine. This
produced rolls of paper instead of sheets.



FIMA]JOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Wiswall, Clarence A.: One Hundred Years of Paper Making, Reading: The Reading Chronicle

Press, Inc.
Sweetser;M.F.: King's Handbook of Newton, Newton: Moses King Corporation, 1889.

[IGEOGRAPHICAL DATA Grat flsn Ine_
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _ 4700 Sq.Ft. ‘ N
UTM REFERENCES Y2,3Co 33 fF =/ A,
A[1,9] |311,4]1,8,0] 4 6 i8,82,2,0] Bl dlbwiba ool b odliin Ly gl
ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING

et U EES o] bl b ol i FEE b s 4l adi ]

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES *
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
STATE 3 CODE COUNTY - CODE
[§1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
Joseph R. Orfant, National Register Editor & E. Clohesey Lichman
ORGANIZATION DATE
Massachusetts Historical Commission 20 October 1977
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
294 Washington Street 617~727-8470
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Boston Massachusetts 02108

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:
NATIONAL ___ STATE___ LOCAL

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), |
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park

Seryicg. |
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE %»\ &W ﬁ{% 4”70 ﬂm

Executive Director Massachusetts(}iistorical Commission f .
TITLE ' DATE /2/9 &/77

GPO 892-453

el e S i et A M R A s S s e S i e e Bk St R L L R S B M S G o e il e el SRR e e e i e i CHL S



PICTURE A-2
building detail
exposed beam and stone wall




PICTURE A-3
building as. it looks in 1975
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PICTURE A-5
pictured is ceiling and original beams
note stone which goes through the
building believed to be used as a hoist
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Ware Paper Mill

Newton, Massachusetts

1976

E. Clohesey Lichman

44 Washington Street JAN 6 ‘]9']8
Wellesley, MA.
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Ware Paper Mill
Newton, Massachusetts
1978

E. Clohesey Lichman

44 Washington Street
Wellesley, MA. JAN 6 1978
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Photo #Zg
Looking northwest towards the west elevation
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2 January 1976

Mr. Charles Herrington

Chief, Registration

National Register Office

Office of Archeology and Historic
Preservation

U.S. Department of the Interior

18th and C Streets, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Mr. Herrington:

Our director, Mrs. Elizabeth Amadon, suggested that I write you concerning
the advisability of nominating the John Ware Mill to the National Register.

This stone mill, located in Newton Iower Falls, Massachusetts, was built in
1790 and functioned as a paper mill from that time until as recently as 1938.
Today this mill building is the oldest mill in Newton and one of the few
surviving reminders of a once thriving mill village in the Iower Falls area.

Our question concerns the rehabilitation of the building and whether or not
you feel it would be eligible for the Register because of certain moderniza-
tions. Although the basic materials and features of the building have been
retained, you can see from the somewhat unclear photocopy enclosed that a

new entrance stairway has been added and the doorway and central window are
single glass panes. The building has been adapted for use as a bank and it
is the type of reuse we would like to encourage. (Hopefully someday the
banker will become a friend of the preservationist!) However, we do not want
to pursue a National Register nomination if you feel that the alterations
have destroyed the architectural integrity.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. THE NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

Sincerely yours, DATE REC'D JAN 7 1978

&’ ¢ M v’ INDIVIDUAL RESPONSE (ATTACHED)

INFORMATIVE MATERIAL SENT

Judy D. Dobbs
National Register Editor s VEREPHONE GARL INTYACAED)

Massachusetts Historical Commission DAE ACTION TAKEN ﬂJAN 1 2 17
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_lHg. Judy D. Dobbs
Hatiomal-Register Editor
Hassachusetts Nistorical Commission
294 Washington

Beston, Massachusetts 02108

Dear s. Dobbs:

nn-.mv : % S IS

" the oldest extaut mill in Newton, the building appesrs to have significance
at least on the local level. We encourage you to.proceed with a Hational
mmumforth\m. '

If you have any additienal questions while preparing the nomimation, please
do not hesitate to call our offfve, )
X A\

&m!’ yours, i AN
oy N ‘\A:\‘

M.
B
\

CHarles A. Herrington (Sgd.[L

Charles A. Herringtom 2
Acting Keeper of the Hational Register

ce: Elizabeth Amadon SHPO Mass. w/e imn.

bee: Regional Director, North Atlantic Region w/c

Director's Reading File
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FNP: W JANDL:jln:1-12-76
4 FILE RETAINF [N PR




ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE _ MASSACHUSETTS

Date Entered

MAY 2 2 1978

Name

Qxlhpor Mill

Luther Store

Location

Newton
Middlesex County

Swansea vicinity
Bristol County

Also Notified

Honorable Edward W. Brooke

Honorable Edward M. Kemnedy
Honorable Robert F. Drinan
Honorable Margaret M. Heckler

ZL‘ Mott/js 5/23/78

State Historic Preservation Officer

Myrs., Patricia L. Weslowski

Executive Director, Massachusetts
Historical Commission

294 Washington Street

Boston, Massachusetts 02108
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