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I NAME 
HISTORIC B r i s t o l County Courthouse Complex 

AND/OR COMMON 

same 

LOCATION 
STREET* NUMBER 

15, 1 1 , 9 Court S t r e e t 
-NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

CITY. TOWN 

Taunton VICINITY OF 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

10th 
STATE 

Massachusetts 
CODE 

02 5 
COUNTY 

B r i s t o l 
CODE 
005 

CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP 

.DISTRICT X-PUBLIC 

J 3 B U I L D I N G ( S ) _ P R I V A T E 

—STRUCTURE _BOTH 

—SITE PUBLIC ACQUIS IT ION 

STATUS 

X_OCCUPIED 

—UNOCCUPIED 

—WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 

PRESENTUSE 

-AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM 

-COMMERCIAL —PARK 

-EDUCATIONAL —PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

-ENTERTAINMENT RELIGIOUS 

—OBJECT _ I N PROCESS —YES: RESTRICTED XGOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC 

—BEING CONSIDERED X_YES: UNRESTRICTfeo ' ' ' " ' —INDUSTRIAL —TRANSPORTATION 

—MILITARY —OTHER: 

Q O W N E R OF PROPERTY 
NAME ,,. B r i s t o l C o u n t y ".• -,-r,''! ' O'" 

STREET & NUMBER 

9 C o u r t s t r e e t 

CITY.TOWN STATE 

T a u n t o n V IC IN ITY O F M a s s a c h u s e t t s , 0 2 7 8 0 

Q L O C A T I O N OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE, T , - J . I ^ J - T ^ • J . £ r ^ j 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC. B r i s t o l C o u n t y R e g i s t r y o f D e e d s 

STREET & NUMBER 

1 1 C o u r t S t r e e t 

CITY, T O W N STATE 

T a u n t o n M a s s a c h u s e t t s , 0 2 7 8 0 

• REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS . : : . - _ u 

TITLE 
I n v e n t o r y o f t h e H i s t o r i c A s s e t s o f t h e C o m m o n w e a 1 t h 

DATE 

• ' • ^ ^ ^ —FEDERAL ^ T A T E 

DATE 

• ' • ^ ^ ^ —FEDERAL ^ T A T E —COUNTY —LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS M a s s a c h u s e t t s H i s t o r i c a l C o m m i s s i o n 

CITY, TOWN 
B o s t o n 

STATE 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s , 0 2 1 0 8 



DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

^.EXCELLENT 

—GOOD 

—FAIR 

-DETERIORATED 

-RUINS 

-UNEXPOSED 

C H E C K ONE 

_XUNALTERED 

ALTERED 

C H E C K ONE 

J^ORIGINALSITE 

AMOVED DATE 1 8 9 4 C # l ) 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The B r i s t o l County Courthouse complex consists of a group of three buildings situated 
i n the downtown section of Taunton at the corner of Court Street and Taunton Green. 
The buildings occupy approximately two acres of property d i r e c t l y opposite the town 
Common. 

The F i r s t D i s t r i c t Courthouse (#1) was constructed i n 1826 and was moved west to i t s 
present s i t e i n 1894 to provide space for the erection of the Superior Courthouse (#2). 
The elegant two story brick masonry Greek Revival structure at 15 Court Street faces 
south. The p a r t i a l l y exposed basement i s defined by a wide granite water table at the 
f i r s t story f l o o r l e v e l . The three bay wide facade i s dominated by an Ionic portico. 
Four two story columns support a heaA^ molded entablature beneath a triangular pedi­
ment. Ten f u l l length stone steps with i r o n r a i l i n g s lead to the center entrance. 
The double three panel doors are flanked by delicate p i l a s t e r s , headed by an entabla­
ture containing the name of the building and crowned by a triangular pediment. On 
either side of these doors are 6/6 windows with panels below. Three symmetrically 
placed 12/12 windows occupy the second story. The corners of the building are a r t i ­
culated by wide brick p i l a s t e r s . The pediment of the portico i s surmounted by an 
octagonal cupola with arched louvered openings and a weathervane. There i s a l a t e r 
addition on the north (rear) elevation. 

The B r i s t o l County Superior Courthouse (#2) i s set w e l l back on a spacious lawn. 
The building faces south toward Taunton Green and stands on the s i t e of two previous 
courthouses (1772 and 1826). The distinguished building dominates the center of the 
c i t y . The imposing Richardsonian Romanesque structure, designed by Frank I r v i n g 
Cooper, was b u i l t i n 1894. I t i s of rough faced granite with a copper roof and dome. 
I t has a high water table. The courthouse i s dominated by a 170' central tower which 
rises i n three stages. The f i r s t stage contains a s^eries of/f^yr, small windows divided 
by stout engaged columns. The second stage i s a jdubdectagonal cylinder which rises 
from the granite roof on the stage below. I t s facade i s composed of a central t r i p l e 
arched window divided by compound piers with Romanesque capitals. The center arch 
contains an ocuius. A low balustrade runs along the s i l l . To either side of th i s 
t r i p l e window i s an engaged cylinder headed by a small Byzantine style dome with a 
round arcade on short columns. A console table i n stone with a c i r c u l a r design r e l i e f 
separates the tower from the duodeclagonal copper dome. This dome i s crowned by a 
large flame motif f i n i a l . The main body of the facade i s 2% stories, with a dentiled 
granite stringcourse at the second story f l o o r l e v e l . A gable entrance projects from 
the center of the facade. A large round molded arch on short columns marks the double 
arched doors. These are flanked by a single window on either side, and are headed by 
a wide three round arched window on compound piers on the second story. Each of the 
three arches contains a double arched window separated by colonettes and headed by an 
oculus. The gable above has a round r e l i e f ornament crowned by a rounded f i n i a l . To 
either side of the center section i s a decorative gable dormer with a rounded f i n i a l 
at the peak. The eastern and western ends of the facade are marked by a three story 
t u r r e t . Fenestration on the f i r s t story of the facade i s single casement separated 
from a transom window by a wide granite band. The second story i s arched windows, and 
the t h i r d i s small 1/1 separated by double engaged colunms. 
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The Registry of Deeds (#3) i s located between the other two buildings at 11 Court 
Street. The Georgian Revival structure, designed by Albion Marble of F a l l River, 
was b u i l t i n 1918. I t i s a two story brick building with granite ornamentation. 
The hip roof has two t a l l chimneys. The p a r t i a l l y exposed granite basement i s marked 
by a rounded granite watertable at the f i r s t f l o o r l e v e l . A molded granite s t r i n g ­
course connects the s i l l s of the f i r s t story windows, and a granite stringcourse 
defines the f i r s t and second stories. A l l corners of the building are quoined. A 
wide molded entablature with projecting cornice encircles the building. Fenestration 
on the facade i s 18 l i g h t double casements and on the elevations single 2/2 casements 
with eight l i g h t tracery above. A l l windows are headed by a granite entablature 
with keystone. The f i v e bay wide south facade has a two story single bay center 
entrance engaged Doric portico. The arched entrance i t s e l f i s flanked by paired p i l a s ­
ters and headed by a dentiled cornice above the building t i t l e i n the fri e z e . D irectly 
above th i s i s a second story window which has a wide bottom panel with "1918" i n ­
scribed w i t h i n and a molded architrave. A single window on the f i r s t and on the 
second story flank the portico. The eastern and western end bays project s l i g h t l y 
from the center section. The east and west elevations are nine bays deep. Both 
elevations have a central three bay wide section vjhich projects s l i g h t l y . 
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PERIOD 

—PREHISTORIC 

— 1400-1499 
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—1600-1699 
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AGRICULTURE 
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ART 
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—COMMUNICATIONS 

—COMMUNITY PLANNING 

—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

—EDUCATION 

—ENGINEERING 

—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

^ L A W 

—LITERATURE 

—MILITARY 

—MUSIC 

—PHILOSOPHY 

XPOLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

—RELIGION 

—SCIENCE 

—SCULPTURE 

—SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

—THEATER 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES 1826 (#1) , 1894  
1918 (#3) 

(#2) , BUILDER/ARCHITECT Prank I r v i n g Cooper (#2) 
Albion Marble (#3) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The B r i s t o l County Courthouses are s i g n i f i c a n t for t h e i r a rchitectural prominence 
and for t h e i r part i n the governmental history of Taunton. 

A l l three buildings are fine examples of t h e i r various styles and stand together as 
an impressive unit i n the center of the c i t y . F i r s t D i s t r i c t Courthouse (#1) i s the best 
example of Greek Revival architecture i n Taunton, j u s t as the Superior Courthouse (#2) 
remains the most outstanding Richardsonian Romanesque structure i n the c i t y . Between 
these two, the Registry of Deeds (#3) i s representative of Taunton's f i n e s t Georgian 
Revival architecture. 

Taunton was designated the Shire Town of B r i s t o l County following the settlement of 
a boundary dispute with Rhode Island which assigned the town of B r i s t o l to that state. 
The f i r s t courthouse was b u i l t i n Taunton i n 1746, followed by two others constructed 
i n 1772 and 1826. These were both located on the s i t e of the present Superior Court­
house (#2). The 1826 building once housed the Municipal Court of Taunton, 1854. 
I t was established as the F i r s t D i s t r i c t Courthouse (#1) i n 1874 and was moved west 
to i t s present location i n 1894. 

Frank I r v i n g Cooper, the well-known Massachusetts architect who designed the Superior 
Courthouse, was born i n May of 1867. He founded the Frank I r v i n g Cooper Corp. i n 
1914. The organization i s well remembered for fine school architecture. Mr. Cooper 
designed high schools i n Maiden, Attleboro, Plymouth, Somerville and Quincy. He i s 
also responsible for the design of the Medford Public Library, the Ashburnham 
Memorial Town Ha l l , and the Clark Laboratory at Amherst College. Cooper died i n 
November of 1933. 
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- F " ' ~ \ flWBl I I I I I I ^ ^ ^ r r . ^ r ^ r ^ v c . K ^ H I S T O R I A N 

X d/«o A ^ t i p T v»J«-ti*Tt.odk- AAI>«Tv*«M ^WCfTO. A i * J ^ T 

ARCHEOLOGIST 

OTHER 

^ * Inventory 

Review 

REVIEW UNIT CHIEF 
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

BRANCH CHIEF 

i 

HAER 

KEEPER 

National Register Write-up Send-back Entered 2 | 1978 
Federal Register Entry T . ^ . * ) ^ Re-submit .NT:2,06.74 

Un ited States Department of the Interior National Park Service WASO No. 7 

















WASO-t66 U. S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
(August 197)) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

D A T E 1 ^ 

2 , . \jat 

TELEPHONE REPORT T IME O F C A L L CTTX 

1. C A L L T O ; Q FROM fWamo; 2. ADDRESS (Tel. No. il needed) 

a. S U B J E C T . P R O J E C T NO. . E T C . 

4 . D E T A I L S O F D I S C U S S I O N 

N A M E C .K- 'PERSON P L A C I N G / R E C El V INO C A L L T I T L E O F F I C E 



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

ST^XE HASSACiroSETTS 

Date Entered MAR 2 8 1978 

Name 

Bristol County Courthottse Complex 

Location 

Tauntoti 
Brlatol Cotmty 

Also Notified 

Hon. Edward W. Brooke 
Eon. Idimrd H. Kjetmedy 
Ion* MsTgaret M. leekler 

i 
Regional Director, North Atlantic Region 

880 Mott/js 4/3/78 

State liatoric Preservation Officar 
Mrs. Elisabath E. Amdott 
Executiva Director, Hassachuaetts 

Historical Comission 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Hassachuaetts 02108 



NATIONAL REGISTER DATA SHEET 
3 ) N A M E as i t appears on fed ' >ter: 

B r i s t o l County C o u r t h o u s e Complex 
j(2)OTHER NAMES: 

|^?tftll']978|®ro5'''"'' 
(g) L O C A T I O N s t r e e t & m i m b e r 

9, 11 , 15 Court St. 
t o w n v i c i n i t y of 

T a u n t o n MA j B r i s t o l 
(6)NPS REGION 

North A t l a n t i c 

(7) OWNER •PRiv*i: DMUNICIP' 'X 

]^ EXISTING SUR- "$ QVm i U t h X 

1.25 

i i n s r-

t i ac ted C 
i t e d 

^ f u n c t i o n s 
WHEN HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT: 
CURRENTLY: 

^ d a t e s of initial construction: 
major alterations: 
historic e»ents: 

fi^ETHNIC GROUP 
^ ASSOCIATION 

^ a r c h i t e c t u r a l s ty le ( s ) : ^ a r c h i t e c t : ^ m a s t e r b u i l d e r : ^ e n ^ n e e r : 

^ l a n d s c a p e a r c h i t e c t / g^arden des igner : ^ i n t e r i o r deco ra to r : ^ a r t i s t : p a r t i s a n : ^ b u i l d e r / c o n t r a c t o r : 

p • 

L. 
• AGRICULTURE-3 . 

• ARCHITECTURE-4 

• ART-5 

,*<ICAT!ONS-

• CONSERVATION-8 

• ECONOMICS-9 
• EDUCATION-IO 

• L 11 i tn : A; siftiu ft i . 26 

• EXPLORATION -12 

• HEALTH-27 

• INDUSTRY-t3 
• INVENTION • 14 

• MILITARY- 18 
• MUSIC- 19 
• PHILOSOPHY-20 

23 . , • . 
• SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN-24 • OTHER (SPECIFY) 

• SOCIAL / CULTURAL-30 . 
• TRANSPORTATION-25 

' o ldes t ' • 

' o n l y ' • 

) N A M E S g ive r o l e &, d a t e 

PERSONAL: 

EVENTS". 

INSTITUTIONAL: 

^ N A T I O N A L R E G I S T E R W R I T E - U P 

r e v i e w e r s i n i t i a l s . - d a t e . • IF A D D I T I O N A L S P A C E N E E D E D . N U M B E R & P U T O N R E V E R S E I 


