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HISTORIC 

Capron House 
A N D / O R C O M M O N 

same 

LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

42 North Avenue 
_NOT FOR PUBUCATION 

CITY, TOWN 
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10th 
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Massachusetts 0 2 5 
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— W O R K IN P R O G R E S S 
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_ N 0 

P R E S E N T U S E 
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[OWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Donald R. and Matian H. Wrightington 
STREET & NUMBER 

42 N o r t h Avenue 
CITY.TOWN 

A t t l e b o r o VICINITY OF 

STATE 

Massachusetts 02703 

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC B r i s t o l County Registry of Deeds 
STREET & NUMBER 

Court Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Taunton 
STATE 

Massachusetts 
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TITLE Inventory of Historic Assets of the Commonwealth 

DATE 
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DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Coininission 
CITY.TOWN 

Boston 
STATE 

Massachusetts 



i DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION C H E C K ONE C H E C K ONE 

^.EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED .^.ORIGINAL SITE 

—GOOD —RUINS ilALTERED —MOVED DATE_ 

—FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Capron House i s located on a t h i r d of an acre i n an older res i d e n t i a l 
neighborhood of Attleboro. The house i s sited close to the street and 
separated from the roadway by a simply landscaped apron and low stone w a l l . 
Much of the o r i g i n a l front yard was taken for an e l e c t r i c t r o l l e y r i g h t - o f -
way i n the early 20th century. 

The 2̂5 story house has a ridge roof with gables to the side and two 
dissimilar end chimneys. There i s a one story e l l on the south elevation. 
The house i s sheathed i n cedar shingles. The 6/6 fenestration throughout 
i s framed by a simple f l a t architrave. Windows on the second story of 
the facade and rear elevation are placed d i r e c t l y below the simple molded 
cornice. 

The six bay wide facade faces east across North Avenue. The raised panel 
door of the center entry i s flanked by p i l a s t e r and crowned by a f i v e l i g h t 
transom. Above t h i s i s a shallow projecting triangular pediment with 
d e n t i l course. 

The main house i s 36x26'. The e l l i s 21x14'. The i n t e r i o r features wide 
pine floorboards, corner posts with beaded casings and horizontal wainscoting. 

The chimneys were r e b u i l t i n 1876; the clapboarding has been covered by 
the cedar shingles. A carriage shed attached to the e l l was destroyed by 
the great hurricane of 1938. 

The o r i g i n a l farm consisted of over 200 acres. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Capron House i s s i g n i f i c a n t as an 18th century house and for 
i t s associations with the Capron family, an important Attleboro 
family who owned the house f o r over 200 years. 

Banfield Capron, one of the o r i g i n a l Attleboro s e t t l e r s , gave 
each of his children a farm of 200 acres. One of his children 
b u i l t t h i s house. 

One c o l o r f u l owner i n the 19th century, Joseph Willard Capron, 
kept a journal of events associated with t h i s property, the sur­
rounding area and the family. The journal included an inventory 
of a l l standing wood, hay, ornamental treesj even cranberries 
stolen from the property. 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

MASSACHUSETTS 
STATE 

Date Entered JUL 21 1Q7R 

Name 

Half Way House 

Fir s t Parish Church 

/' Capron House 

Newell Farm 

Locke* Capt. Benjamin, House 

Hawthome Class Studio 

Thayer Public Library 

Location 

Chatham 
Barnstable County 

Duxbury v i c i n i t y 
Plymouth County 

Attleboro 
Bristol County 

West Newbury 
Essex County 

Arlington 
Middlesex County 

Provincetown 
Barnstable County 

Braintree 
Norfolk County 

Also Notified 

Honorable Edward W. Brooke 

Honorable Edward M. Kennedy 
Honorable Gerry E. Studds 
Honorable I-Iargaret M. Heckler 
Honorable Michael J. Harrington 
Honorable Thomas P. O'Neill, Jr. 
Honorable James A. Burke V 

State Historic preservation Officer 
Mrs. Patricia L. Weslowski 
Executive Director, Massachusetts 

Historical CommisBion 
29A Washlnston Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02103 

il NR Byers/bjr 7/25/78 



PH0666297 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^i-wa SH 
. it api ii federal n 

Capron House 

l imber 
42 Nor th Ave, 

X 

A t t l e b o r o 
I s t ate 
! MA 

Mm 
05 

B r i s t o l NA 

'lY •wULTi rU • r tD t i iA : 

• ! ' , S U R V L Y t 

timm wsiMtt aisiRiST? 

UNDED? ClYES • N O J @ C O N C . R F 5 S DlbTRir .T 1 0 t h ' ^^ 'SOURCl :>! W.DfV'.iNAT!ON lES'STt 

SHPO s t a f f 

• « 6 

'<>'v--nTTTrtN • de t e r i o r a t ed 
• r u i n s 

ir-aazc.'.^-i.^.n;eraT; D»s i ORGA ^iZs'iOS 

• o r lg - ' n a l s i t e 

L: i ec'Oiis.i-i i i c t ed t i i j ! 
n e x c a v a t e d 

; i ' e s : nsuBS!ANri*U'. 1N ;M-1 jj-USUBSTiNTI 

2 D N9I IKISCT-O 2DN0T iNTACT-O 

H-4 i ^C UNKNOWN-5 

. ;^JBtt-7 S D N O I SPPl!CABl['8 'in NOT At-PMCABU - 9 

n V l fS - R e ^ i r i c t e d • YES - U n r e s t r ic t ed • No A t c e ; . OeuOAPTIVt USE DlftS • h O 

one - 1 • [.' 
• I 
a f 
• i. 

lANDSCftPf ARCH.-i; • ROliT iCS / GOVI, 

'2 

• HEALTH-2/ y- le • SOCIAl'!. 

} SAVtC • Q Y t S J I S P R O P E R T Y A M I S r O R I C D I S T f ! i C • yf: 

• RlCRtATlON-20 -K 

• URBAN r ' - . ' o l d e s t ' • 
•24 • OTHER (SPtCifY) | 

-IN!: major aiieraticns: 

I'iistonc events: 

ES g ive r o l e 
PtRSONAU 

EVENTS: 

INSTITUTIONAL: 

^ N A T I O N A L R E G I S T E R W R I T E - U P 


