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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The General Samuel Chandler House is situated on the summit of Meriam Hill overlooking
Lexington Green in Lexington. The house encircled by a quite short street which was origi-
nally the driveway. This street, Goodwin Road, forms the boundry line for the well main-
tained property. The surrounding area is residential, with only two other houses in the
immediate vicinity.

The two story, two chimney, house is an example of the early Italinate villa style
popularized by Andrew Jackson Downing in Cottage Residences (1842). The exterior wall
surface is rusticated wood designed to resemble stone block. A wooden stringcourse defines
the first and second floors. True to its' Downingesque inspiration, the house has a shallow
gabled roof with overhanging eaves. There are double brackets at the cornice line, and a
variety of window styles. Some of the windows are round arched, covered by projecting
triangular bracketed pediments. Others are simple double hung windows with flat projecting
lintels. There is a small Palladian window in the western gable. The western ridge-roofed
section of the house shows louvered shutters.

There are two open verandas. The rear veranda, on the northern elevation, has clustered
posts supporting the bracketed roof. The veranda was originally continuous from the facade,
around the west end of the house, but was altered during the 1920's. This is the only known
alteration to the original structure. The one-bay entrance veranda, on the southern facade
has three arches and a bracketed sloping roof.

A semi-circular, two story, flat roofed bay projects from the facade, and a full three story-
asymmetrically placed campanile tower rises next to the bay. - The tower has triple round
arched windows on each of the four third story sides. Beneath each set of windows, there

is a wooden balcony supported by heavy brackets. The tower roof is shallow pitched with
paired brackets at the cornice, and is surmounted by a.wooden pinnacle. This irregular

and picturesque massing is typical of the villa style.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The General Samuel Chandler House is significant as the only example of the fully

developed Italian villa style in Lexington.

The house is expressive of the solid

character of its' original owner, General Samuel Chandler, who was born in ILexington
General Chandler fought in the War of 1812 and was a lieutenant at Fort Erie

in 1795:
when it was under seige.

and shortly thereafter was appointed major general in the Militia.

returned to Lexington after the war.

By the end of the war, he has became a first lieutenant,
General Chandler
He managed a grocery store there from 1822 until

1825 when he took charge of the Monument House, one of Iexington's many early 19th
century inns. He gradually acquir ed prominence in town affairs. In 1834 he was elected
to the committee responsible for moving the bodies of the Minute Men slain on the morning
of April 19th, 1775, from the 01d Burying Ground to a site near the 1799 Revolutionary

War monument on ILexington Green.

Senate.

In 1839, he represented Middlesex County in the State

He later became a justice of the peace, a trial justice, and for ten years,
sheriff of Middlesex County.

In 1846, General Chandler commissioned Isaac Melvin, a local architect, to submit plans
for an Italianate villa to be located behind Buckman Tavern on Meriam Hill. General
Chandler lived.in the house until his death in 1867.

Isaac Melvin grew up in Concord, and lived in Lexington from 1833 until 1847. He
designed several buildings in Lexington including the Stone Building, the First Parish
Church, the first Town Hall, and a house for Samuel Chandler's brother, Daniel. In
about 1847, Melvin moved to Cambridge where a number of houses and a Baptist Church

are credited to him. He died in California in 1852.
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General Samuel Chandler House
Lexington, Mass.
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General Samuel Chandler House
Lexington, Massachusetts
January, 1976

Elizabeth W. Reinhardt

10 Eliot Road, Lexington, Mass.
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