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LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
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208 Cambridge Street 
CITY. TOWN 
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Massachusetts 02141 
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TITLE 
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DEPOSITORY FOR 
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DESCRIPTION 
CONDIT ION C H E C K ONE C H E C K ONE 

—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED ?LUNALTERED X ORIGINAL SITE 

^GOOD —RUINS —ALTERED —MOVED DATE_ 

—FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Dr. John Cuming House, a simple eighteenth century farmhouse, was b u i l t about 
1754. I t i s located at Reformatory Circle, on a one and one half acre l o t . 
The house i s encircled by t a l l evergreen trees that shield i t from the t r a f f i c 
on Route 2. 

I t i s a two and one half story dwelling of wood frame construction. Four inch 
clapboard and narrow cornerboards, painted white, cover the house. I t s roof i s 
hipped and pierced by a small nineteenth century chimney. The symmetrical facade 
of the house i s of f i v e bays. I t i s composed of six over six sash windows, 
flanked by louvered shutters and a central pedimented portico. Two square 
posts, attached to the house by balustrades, support the pediment. The wooden 
door under the portico i s flanked by f u l l length s i d e l i g h t s . A small screened-
i n porch extends from the l e f t side of the house. 

Appended to the rear of the house i s a two story nineteenth century e l l . The 
windows i n the e l l are six over six sash, graced with f l u t e d shutters, and the 
walls are four inch clapboard, painted white. They are i d e n t i c a l to those of 
the main house and combine to form a unified structure a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y . A 
pedimented overhang, supported by simple brackets, protects a side door i n the 
e l l . 

Two simple nineteenth century outbuildings stand behind the house. 
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Medical 

SPECIFIC DATES c. 1754 BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Dr. John Cuming House i s an h i s t o r i c a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t residence i n the town 
of Concord. Dr. John Cuming, for whom the house i s named, was a prominent 
eighteenth century figure i n the community - active i n medical, philanthropic, 
p o l i t i c a l and m i l i t a r y a f f a i r s . 

Dr. Cuming was born i n Concord i n 1728. He entered Harvard i n 1743, but l e f t 
for England i n 1746, before completing his degree. At Edinburgh, he continued 
his education and upon his return from Europe, he became one of the town's f i r s t 
doctors. During the French and Indian War, he served as a Lieutenant Colonel, 
then returned to his practice i n Concord. In 1775, he treated both B r i t i s h 
and American soldiers wounded i n the f i g h t i n g on A p r i l 19. He became a leader 
i n town government and the Patriot cause, serving i n numerous town and state 
o f f i c e s , including that of representative to the State's Constitutional 
Convention i n 1779. Dr. Cuming also acquired large amounts of property, much 
of which i s now the town of Cummington, which he helped to establish and which 
is named for him. At his death i n 1788, he bequeathed large amounts of money 
to the church, to the town for educational and humanitarian purposes and to the 
"University i n Cambridge i n the Commonwealth of Massachusetts." Harvard 
received "three hundred pounds s t e r l i n g " , the income of the same to be appro­
priated for the Professor of Physics, i f any such there be or sh a l l be...". 
Added to the Hersey and other funds, the bequest was soon used, as he had wished, 
to establish Harvard Medical School. 

The house i s currently owned by the Massachusetts Department of Corrections and 
is d i r e c t l y across Route 2 from the Concord Reformatory complex. 
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( M A J O R B I B L I O G R A P H I C A L R E F E R E N C E S 

Massachusetts Archives Maps and Plans No. 700, "North Part of Concord, or 
" D i s t r i c t of C a r l i s l e " , 1754". 
Foster, Helen H. and Streeter, William W., Only One Cummington, 1974 
Shattuck, Lemuel, History of Concord and Adjacent Towns, 1835 
Sibley, John L., Biographical Sketches of Graduates of Harvard University 

IGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _ 

UTM REFERENCES 

1-1/4 acres 

ALi_9 3| 0. 21 9, 6, Ol I 4, 7i 0,4] 2. 2, O} BL 
ZONE EASTING 

_L I 1_L 
NORTHING 

I • I > I • • I 
J L 

ZONE EASTING NORTHING 

D L J I I • I • • I I • I . I . • 
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

[FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE 

Andrea M. Gilmore and Pauline Ha r r e l l 
ORGANIZATION 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

DATE 

August 1976 
STREET & NUMBER 

294 Washington Street 
TELEPHONE 

617-727-8470' 
CITY OR TOWN 

Boston 
STATE 

MassachuRPtl-.c! 09108 

HSTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL STATE LOCAL 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665) . I 

hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 

criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE 

TITLE Executive Director Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission "̂ ^̂ E 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS P 

D 
ATTEST: 

T H M ^ A I I O - N A L REGISTER 

DATE 

EBEPM OE THE 
DATE 

GPO 8 9 2 . 453 



Property Cuming, Dr. John, House 

State Mass. Working Number 8.23.76.3993 

TECHNICAL CONTRQ] 
Photos ^ j y 
Maps / 6 ^ 1 ^ / . 

TROL 

ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN ~ 

ARCHEOLOGIST 

OTHER 

HAER 
Inventory 

Review 

REVIEW UNIT CHIEF 

BRANCH CHIEF 

KEEPER 
J^tM^j'h^ 

National Register Write-up Send-back Entered 
Federal Register Entry 3- . 7 .Re-submit 

NUV 11 1977 

I N T : 2 I 0 6 - 7 4 

United States Department of the Interior National Park Service WASO No. 7 













P A U L G U Z Z I 

6^ S^ec^^to/J^ 

NATIONAL 
REGISTER 

August 17, 1976 

Mr. Charles Herrington 
Registrar 
National Register 
National Park Service 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 

Washington, D.C. 20240 •.- > 

Dear Charles: 
Enclosed please f i n d nomination forms for the following pro­
perties: 

1. Concord, Dr. John Cuming House 
2. Melrose, Joseph Lynde House 
3. Concord, Pest House 
4. Lancaster, North Village Historic D i s t r i c t 

These properties have been reviewed by the Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l 
Commission (State Review Board) and have been signed by the 
State Historic Preservation Officer, Elizabeth R. Amadon. 

Sincerely yours. 

Pa t r i c i a L. Weslowski 
Survey Director 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

PLW/edh 
enc. 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE MASSACHDSETTS 

Date Entered 
WUV 11 1977 

name 

Ciailng, Dr. John, HouM 

Smith, Samuel, Tavern Site 

Fovle, Edmund, Ek>use 

Merrill's Wharf Historic District 

Location 

Concord vicinity 
Middlesex County 

Wellfleet vicinity 
Barnstable County 

Watertown 
Middlesex County 

New Bedford 
Bristol County 

Also Notified 

Hon. Edward W. Brooke 
Hon. Edward M. Kennedy 
Hon. Paul Tsongas 
Hon. Gerry E. Studds 
Hon. Thomas P. O'Neill, Jr. 
Mr. David F. Hales, Deputy Assistant 

for Fish and Wildlife and Parks 
Mr. F. Ross Holland, Chief, Cultural 
Resource Management 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mrs. Elizabeth R. Anadon 
Executive Director, Massachusetts 

Historical Commission 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

Regional Director, North Atlantic Region 
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NAME AS IT APPEARS IN FEDERAL REGISTER: , Cuming, Dr. John, House 
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