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The Church Green District is located at the eastern approach to the Taunton business
district. The center of the district is a triangular green which contains the First
Parish Church as its focus, and the Vietnam Memorial fountain at the eastern apex. A
small unnamed portion of street separates the church property from the Robert Treat

Paine statue to the west. The Green itself is defined by three streets. On the northern
boundary of the triangle is Church Green, a continuation of Dean Street. The street on the
southern boundary is also Church Green, which was formerly known as Academy Street and later
Spring Street. Summer Street is the base of the triangle on the west. The Green District
comprises 20 structures and 2 commemoratives: the Vietnam Memorial Fountain and the Paine
statue. Despite a variety of styles and ages, the area is a coherent unit of variations
of Colonial and Classical styles grouped around an early Gothic Revival Church.

The First Parish Church in Taunton (1) (Unitarian-Universalist) stands in spacious land-
scaped grounds and faces Summer Street. It is surrounded by an 1877 stonewall, which is
capped in granite, and punctuated by granite gate posts. The church is the fourth meeting
house to stand on this site. An early example of the Gothic Revival style, it was built

in 1829-30. The entire church is constructed of stone. This stone, according to local
tradition, was acquired in nearby Assonet. The facade faces west, and is dominated by

a square tower terminating in pinnacles at the corners. Connecting wooden battlements
between each pinnacle were removed during the 1940's. The main entrance, in the center, is
a heavy Gothic oak door above which is a large Gothic window. On each of the four sides

of the belfry is a Gothic louvered opening. The church bell was transferred from the
Third Meetinghouse. It was cast in 1804 by George Holbrook of Brookfield, who was in par-
ternership with Paul Revere Jr. until 1813. The north and south elevations each contain
four tall Gothic style windows with drip moulding above the arches. The arched beams of
the interior span 55' to provide a wide, otherwise unsupported interior. In 1869, the
Boston architectural firm of Hartwell and Swasey extended the main structure by 24 feet,
added a new chancel to the east of the alter, and constructed a Gothic style chapel in
matching stone at a right angle to the main structure. In 1965, another addition was

built at the east to provide office and Sunday school space. Although the exterior

walls are of matching stone, the wing was built in a modern style.

The Robert Treat Paine Statue (2), designed by the distinguished Massachusetts sculptor,
Richard Edwin Brooks (1865-1919), was erected in 1904 on a circular grass mound in the
center of a roughly triangular plot. It is a memorial to Robert Paine, a resident of
Taunton from 1761-1780 and a signer of the Declaration of Independence. The statue de-
picts Paine standing facing west toward the commercial center of the city with a cloak
over his shoulder, and a quill pen in his right hand. The base and pedestal of the statue
are of light brown granite.

The Leonard Block (3), 107-111 Main Street, was built in 1870 by George Leonard, a promi-
nent local businessman. The site had previously been occupied by the post office during
the early 19th century. The 3% story Victorian commercial building is in fair condition.
Its exterior walls are of red brick. There are bracketed lintels over the second story
windows and projecting round arched bracketed lintels over the third story windows. The
mansard roof is of polychromatic slate tiles; it has a triangular pedimented dormer on
the facade, round arched dormers on the elevations. A 2% story projecting center bay
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1. First Parish Church Donald French, Chairperson

Board of Governors
First Parish Church
Summer Street
Taunton, MA. 02780

2. Robert Treat Paine Statue City of Taunton, Benjamin Friedman
Mayor, City Hall, 15 Summer St.
Taunton, MA. 02780

3. Leonard Block Bertram Antine
159 Broadway
Taunton, MA. 02780

4. City Hall City of Taunton (see above)

5. 79 Church Green David Hutchinson Family Trust
79 Church Green
Taunton, MA. 02780

6. 72 Church Green Marian Manor, Inc.
33 Summer Street
Taunton, MA. 02780

7. 66 Church Green 01d Colony Historical Society
W.P. Dickerman, Exec. Secretary
66 Church Green :
Taunton, MA. 02780

8. 60 Church Green Old Colony Historical Society
(see above)

9. 57 Church Green Dr. Menehan Cooperstein
57 Church Green
Taunton, MA. 02780
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10. 52 Church Green C. Stuart Robertson

50 Church Green
Taunton, MA. 02780

11. 50 Church Green C. Stuart Robertson (see above)

12. 3 Dean Street Stephen Crosby
3 Dean Street
Taunton, MA. 02780

13. 7 Dean Street Mrs. Douglas Smerdon |
7 Dean Street /
Taunton, MA. 02780

14. 2 Dean Street J. Douglas Robertson
2 Dean Street
Taunton, MA. 02780

15. 37 Church Green Robert Funk
37 Church Green
Taunton, MA. 02780

16. 31 Church Green Ralph Cuttillo
189 Sherwood Lane
Raynham, MA. 02767

17. 24 Church Green Norman A. Rainey
404 Slater Street
Attleboro, MA. 02703

18. Hubbard House Taunton Visiting Nurse Association
14 Church Green 14 Church Green y
Taunton, MA. 02780
19. -Church Green Mrs. Reba Friedman
(storage and parking) 241 Winthrop Street .~

Taunton, MA. 02780

20. One Church Green Church Green Realty Trust
Celia Assiran, Trustee
One Church Green
Taunton, MA. 02780
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21. 70 Main Street Clinton Friedman

49 Highland Terrace
Taunton, MA. 02780

22. Vietnam Memorial Fountain City of Taunton (see above)

NOTE: The City of Taunton owns the Church Green
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with a pinnacle roof rises above the first story on the north elevation. The building
is interestingly adapted to the curve of the street. The ground level is fully
occupied by stores.

City Hall (4), 15 Summer Street, faces Church Green and is separated from the Leonard
Block by a narrow street, Leonard Court. It was built in 1848 on the site of the
homestead of the town's first minister, William Hook (1637-1644) and has served
continuously as the center of town and city government. Earl E. Ryder, architect,
designed the original building in the Gothic Revival style. In 1896, however, the
Boston firm of Barker and Nourse enlarged and remodeled the structure. The exterior
walls are rusticated stone reminiscent of H.H. Richardson's work, but the design was
equally influenced by the new formality of the Renaissance Revival period. The three
story structure has rounded pilasters and an elaborate dentiled cornice on the second
and third story bays framing the main entry bay. The third story windows are arched.
The second floor served as a high school until 1885. Opposite the building, on what
is now Church Green, stood the town scales, watering trough, and Liberty Pole.

The following structures face north and are located on Church Green (south) and Dean
Street (south side):

79 Church Green (5) was built ¢.1873 by James Rait, and purchased in 1896 by Col.
Frederick Mason, owner of Mason Machine Works. Probably at this time, the house was
enlarged and ornamented by the addition of such details as the delicate garland below
the elaborate cornice, and the imposing one story, 3 bay, pilastered porch set on a
rough stone foundation. The exterior walls of the 2} story house are sheathed in
white clapboards. The hip roof has inside end chimneys and a central triangularly
pedimented dormer. A later owner, Dr. William Bennett, converted the side porch

into an office, and added a two car garage.

72 Church Green (6) was built ¢.1902 by Col. Frederick Mason as a residence for his
son, Maurice. The design was influenced by the work of H.H. Richardson and the early
work of McKim, Mead and White. The house is sheathed in dark shingles, and has arches,
moldings and gables typical of the shingle style. The gable roof contains two large
hipped roof dormers facing north, one on the second story, one on the third. There

is a small bay window in the east gable end and an indented window with curved shingles
in the north gable end. The Fall River Diocese built an addition to the rear of the
structure in the 1960's. The house is used as a residence for the Sisters, who

operate a nearby nursing home.
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The 01d Colony Historical Society (7), 66 Church Green, was designed by the noted
American architect Richard Upjohn. The structure was built in 1852 to house the
Bristol Academy, founded in 1792. The two story, three bay wide brick building is
square and symmetrical. It has a dentiled white wooden cornice. The windows through-
out are narrow and round arched, with 6/6 fenestration. The entryway projects; its
white wooden door is covered by a fanlight in a triangular pediment. A brick string
course defines the first and second stories. The hip roof is surmounted by a pinnacled
cupola. The building has been used since 1926 as headquarters, museum, and archives

of the 0ld Colony Historical Society, founded in 1853.

60 Church Green (8) was built prior to 1850 by Charles Foster. The two-story white
clapboarded house has a hip roof and inside end brick chimneys. The fenestration
throughout is six over one framed by louvered shutters. The facade is five bays wide
with a flat cornice and projecting enclosed flatroof porch, which was added in 1913 by
Harry Carlow. A sun porch on the western elevation was also added in 1913. The house
was acquired in 1969 by the 0l1d Colony Hisotrical Society and is currently used for
storage.

57 Church Green (9) was constructed in 1836 by Abner Pitts. The three-story, white
clapboarded house has a hip roof and two inside end chimneys. Fenestration is 6/1,

and capped by projecting flat lintels. Late in the 19th century, the house was pur-
chased by George Colby, who added an elaborate porch to the facade. This one story
arcaded porch has pilasters, twisted balusters, a dentiled cornice, and a triangular
pediment over the center arch. The porch is surmounted by a large bay with a round
arched window on the facade, and a rectangular window on either side. The house was
purchased in 1951 by Dr. Menahem Cooperstein, who used it as both home and office.

52 Church Green (10) was built ¢.1919 by Judge Richard Warner on the site of the
Samuel Townsend House (1850). The 2% story Georgian Revival house is sheathed in
white clapboard, with dentiled cornice, and wide corner boards. The hip roof con-
tains three triangular pedimented dormers on the facade and two on both the east and
west elevations. Fenestration is 6/1, with projecting lintels. The five bay facade
has a one bay center entry porch with simple pilasters supporting a rounded balustrade.

The western elevation has a three bay deep pilastered porch, headed by an elaborate
balustrade. The house was used as a Parsonage by the Pilgrim Congregationgj church.

50 Church Green (11) is located on the corner of Dean Street. The house was built in
1829 by Barney Deane, and is perhaps the most distinguished house in the area. The
house is square, symmetrical and a classic example of the late Georgian style. The two
story, white clapboarded residence has 12/12 fenestration with louvered shutters, and a
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wide flat cornice. An elaborate Palladian style center entryway contrasts the simplicity
of the structure itself. Dr. Arthur M. Crandall, a prominent physician, and direct
descendant of Deane used the house as his residence and office until it was purchased

by C. Stuart Robertson in 1943.

3 Dean Street (12) was built in 1899 by Alfred Williams. It is an excellent example of
the American Georgian Revival style of the late 19th Century. The 2% story clapboarded
house is painted grey with white trim. The square and symmetrical structure sits on a
heavy stone foundation, has a wide flat cornice, and wide corner pilasters. The hip
roof contains an elaborate Pallidian style dormer on the facade. One over one windows
capped by wide flat lintels are on the three bay facade. The imposing central entry
porch has Ionic columns supporting a rounded balustrade backed by a Palladian window.
The west elevation shows an open one story porch headed by a simple balustrade.

7 Dean Street (13) was built in 1910 by Frank Simerdon as a two family residence. It ,

is a simple and symmetrical 2% story red brick structure with a parapet gable roof. The
facade has an east end entry porch with semi-elliptical arched openings. The main section
of the facade has windows grouped in threes, each six over six. The structure is now

used as a single family house by a son of the original owner.

The following structures face south, with the exception of 37 Church Green which faces
east, and 2 Dean Street which faces west.

The first house at 2 Dean Street (14) was designed by Richard Upjohn, and was built in
1854 by George Augustus Crocker, a prominent Taunton industrialist. The house was
destroyed by fire in 1858. The present structure was built by Crocker and is presumed

to be to Upjohns' original design. This large square and impressive 2% story Victorian
mansion sits on ample, well landscaped grounds on the corner of Dean and Chestnut Streets.
It has heavy brick walls, a scalloped tile mansard roof with triangular pedimented
indented dormers. The fenestration is 2/2 throughout, with louvered shutters. There is
a semi-elliptical arched portecochere with balustrade. ‘A similarly styled garage was
added by J. Douglas Robertson, the owner since 1933.

37 Church Green (15) was built in 1825 by Anselm Bassett, attorney and Register of
Probate. The house is located in a spacious setting on the western corner of Dean and
Chestnut Streets. It is a clapboarded, gable roofed 2% story symmetrical structure.
The fenestration is 6/6. The 6 bay facade has a projecting entryway with triangular
pediment, and 3 triangular pedimented dormers. There are 4 tall brick chimneys in the
main house, one in the eastern wing. The porch, closed portico, and kitchen wing are
of later origin. The house was owned and occupied until 1971 by the Bassett family,
who were prominent in business and civic affairs.
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31 Church Green (16), a modern apartment house, was constructed in 1970, on the site

of the William Bradford residence, which has been destroyed by fire in 1968. The 3
story building was designed in a modified colonial style. It is of red brick, with
parapet gables, and a giant 3 story front portico echoing that of the house to its east.

24 Church Green (17) was built as a residence in 1905 by Charles Newbury, a prominent
industrialist. This imposing Colonial Revival structure is ample in size and well suited
to its present use as an apartment house. The structure is a central block with 2
symmetrical wings. The 2% story white clapboarded building has a dentiled cornice, a
mansard roof, and gabled dormers with open returns. There are Ionic, fluted pilasters
at each corner of the structure and a large triangular pedimented portico with Ionic,
f luted columns. The doorway is framed by side lights and an overhead fan, and is covered
by a small balustrade. The east elevation retains a one story pilastered porch, also

- with balustrade.

The Hubbard House (18), 14 Church Green, was built by Dr. Charles T. Hubbard c. 1844.
The two-story,asymmetrical ridge-roofed house has 3 chimneys, bracketed gables and is
sheathed in grey clapboards. The house has lost much of its' ornamentation. There is a
covered end entryway on the facade. The original outbuildings, a barn and the doctors'
office building, remain essentially as they were. The house is now owned by the Taunton
Visit ing Nurse Association, and houses its offices and clinics.

Church Green (19) is a utilitarian white clapboarded, one story structure. It was
built during World War II as a hospitality center for servicemen. The building is in
poor condition. It is owned by the Bristol County Radio and Furniture Company, and is
used for storage.

One Church Green (20) was erected c. 1900 on the site of the Ingell House. It is a 2%
story white clapboarded Queen Anne style structure with tall gables. On the southern
facade, there is a wide projecting two story bay containing a scroll pediment over the
first story center windows. There are remodeled, symmetrical curved porches on the west
elevation, and an open entry porch on the east elevation. The building originally served
as the home of the Winthrop Club, a mens' club. It is now used as an office building.

70 Main Street (21) is a handsome commercial red brick block. It is a 3 story building
with a rear wing and gable roof that was built c. 1840, probably by Marcus Morton,
Governor of Massachusetts from 1840-1845. The simple six bay facade has flat stone
lintels over each of the one over one light windows, and two triangular pedimented
dormers. There are bridged chimneys on the end gables. The building was used to house

shops on the lower floor, and residences above. The building is owned by the Bristol
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County Radio and Furniture Company. The upper floors contain apartments; the ground
floor is used for storage and window display.

The Vietnam Memorial Fountain (22), on Church Green, is located to the east of the First
Parish Church at the apex of the triangle. It consists of a large flat circular basin
into which water sprays at varying heights, direction, and size. Facing the fountain

on a landscaped mound is a plaque bearing an inscription to those who died in Vietnam.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Taunton's Church Green is significant as a rich collection of 20 residential and commercial
buildings of diverse architectural style and beauty. The structure' architectural
histories span a period from 1829 to 1910, and represent a variety of high standard
designs = in the colonial and classic styles. Considered individually, nearly every
structure is distinguished architecturally as an example of its type. Taken as a whole
Church Green represents a well preserved avenue of buildings ranging from late colonial,
early Gothic kevival and Italianate, through Victorian and Richardsonian, to shingle
style and colonial revival.

The district is significant historically for the important religious, educational, and
political developments which took place there.

In 1637 a group of Puritans, originally from the Southwest of England, travelled from
Dorchester, Massachusetts to Tetticut, Massachusetts. Ied by Elizabeth Pole, the Puritans
purchased the town of Tetticut from Massasoit in 1638, and in 1640 they named it Taunton,
after the English town of the same name. The common land,later called Meeting House
Common and then Church Green, was laid out to the south and west of what is presently
Dean Street, then an Indian Trail. Here the Puritans erected their first meeting-house,
and established a common school some time prior to 1647. The first houses were built
mear this common, along Dean Street and along the Taunton River. The homes of both
Nicholas Street, a teacher and minister from 1644-1665, and of Elizabeth Pole, the founder
of the town and leader in civic and church affairs, stood on the Church Green. Captain
William Pole and his military company of fifty-four mustered at the Meeting House in

an emergency, and undoubtedly drilled on Church Green.

This Common land has been the center of government in Taunton from the time of original
settlement to the present. The first two Meeting-Houses, the Town House (1812-1848) and
the City Hall (1848 - ) all stood or now stand within the boundaries of the original
Common land. Continuously since c. 1647, a church, or churches, has also stood on Church
Green.

The First Parish Church, gathered in 1637, was the first church established within the
present boundaries of Bristol County, and the fifth established in the 01ld Plymouth
Colony. Its religious history includes the heritage of Puritan founders, the Congre-
gational Movement, the liberal religious movement of the late 18th and early 19th centuries
as well as the Unitarian Movement of 1821. Originally known as the First Church of
Christ, in 1791 it became the First Congregational Society; in 1821, the First Unitarian
Society; and finally in 1937, the First Parish Church in Taunton.
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Four Meeting Houses have stood within the present boundaries: the first constructed
c. 1647, the second in 1730, the third in 1794 by Charles Bulfinch, and the present in
1829-30. All civil and political business in Taunton was conducted in the first two
Meeting Houses until 1746. 1In 1671, the First Meeting House was chosen by Philip, the
youngest son of Massasoit, and sachem of the Wampanoags, as the site for negotiations.
Here, on April 12th, a treaty was signed with representatives of the Plymouth Colony,
with Massachusetts Bay commissioners serving as arbiters.

In 1828-29 the Church and the Town came to an agreement. The present property was
deeded to the Church; the remainder was retained by the Town as Common Land.

Richard Edward Brooks, the designer of the Robert Treat Paine statue, is best known for
his statue of Col. Thomas Cass in the Boston Public Garden. This statue received a
gold medal at the Paris Exposition in 1900. Other of Brooks' works can be seen at the
U.S. Capitol, the Connecticut State Capitol, and the Metropolitan Museum.

Robert Treat Paine himself was an associate prosecutor in the Boston Massacre Trial of
1770, a delegate to the Massachusetts Provincial Congress from 1773-1777, a delegate

to the Continental Congress from 1774-1776, and a signer of the Declaration of In-
dependence. He was also the first Mass. Attorney General from 1777-1780, and a Justice
of the Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court from 1790 until 1804. Paine was born in
Boston in 1730, and came to Taunton in 1761. He was an outstanding leader in the com-
munity, and was long active in resistance to the Crown. He moved back to Boston in
1780, and lived there until his death in 1814.
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(1) First Parish Church, Summer Street

(2) Robert Treat Paine Statue, Summer Street
(3) Leonard Block, 107-111 Main Street

(4) City Hall, 15 Summer Street

(5) 79 Church Green

(6) 72 Church Green -
(7) 0l1ld colony Historical Society, 66 Church Green
(8) 60 Church Green

(9) 57 Church Green

(10) 52 Church Green

(11) 50 Church Green

(12) 3 Dean Street

(13) 7 Dean Street

(14) 2 Dean Street

(15) 37 Church Green

(16) 31 Church Green

(17) 24 Church Green

(18) Hubbard House, 14 Church Green

(19) Church Green

(20) One Church Green

(21) 70 Main Street

(22) Vietnam Memorial Fountain, Church Green
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