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DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
__EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED X_UNALTERED __ORIGINAL SITE
_XGooD __RUINS __ALTERED X_MOVED DATE_manytimes
__FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The submarine Lionfish is semi-permanently moored in Battleship Cove on the Taunton
River just north of the Braga Bridge. It is protected to the east by filled land and
a high embankment and is bordered to the north by the Joseph P. Kemnedy, Jr. and to
the west by the U.S.S. Massachusetts.

The Lionfish, a representative of the Balao class of fleet submarine used in World War
II, is 311 feet in length, 27 feet in width and has a pressure hull 16 feet in diameter.
The ship's maximum speed is 20 knots and has a submerged displacement of 2,415 tons.

The deck is made of teakwood, and the submarine's exterior is painted black and haze
gray. The Lionfish is a pre-snorkle type submarine, operating underwater on batteries,
and powered by four engines in a diesel electric system delivering 6,500 horsepower.

The ship was originally armed with two 5 inch deck guns, two 40 mm guns and ten 21
inch torpedo tubes.

The crew consisted of 76 officers and enlisted men who were berthed in every available -
inch of space, including over the torpedo tubes. The ship escaped the guppying process
(the complete exterior and interior alteration that most World War II submarines ex-
perienced after the war) and retains its original design and fittings.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Lionfish is a significant, almost intact example of the standard fleet type sub-
marine which played an important part in World War II. The Lionfish was built in
Philadelphia and launched on November 7, 1943. She was fitted out at the Portsmouth
Naval Shipyard in New Hampshire, and was commissioned on November 1, 1944.

After trials and training in the Atlantic the Lionfish joined the U.S. Pacific Fleet
on February 5, 1945. The ship made two war patrols near Japanese waters and is credited
with the sinking of an I-class submarine and a 100 ton schooner.

At the end of the war the Lionfish was placed in the Pacific Reserve Fleet, but was re-
commissioned for active service in 1951. After trials and training in the Pacific it
reported to the Atlantic Fleet where it operated in the Mediterranean and Atlantic
until December 9, 1953, when the submarine was again placed in the reserve, based at
New London, Commecticut. The Lionfish was used as a training submarine from 1959 to
1972 when it was moved to Battleship Cove.

The Lionfish does not meet the National Register age criteria. However, since the ship
is virtually intact and serves as an educational tool we feel that its nomination con-
stitutes a valid exception to the criteria.
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UeSeS. Lionfish, Fall River, MA
Henry Pollard, November 1975
1723 Wilbur Ave. Somerset, MA
looking east at Lionfish

Photo #1 VM Co
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UeSeS. LIonfish, Fall River, MA
Henry Pollard, November 1975
1723 Wilbur Ave, Somerset, MA
looking northeast at Lionfish
photo #2 %(, Ce |
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July 21, 1976

Mr. Charles Herrington

Registrar

National Register

National Park Service

Department of the Interior
- Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Charles:
Enclosed find nomination forms for the following properties:

. Fall River, U.S.S. Joseph P. Kennedy

Fall River, U.S.S. Lionfish

. Fall River, U.S.S. Massachusetts

. Lee, Hyde House

Royalston, Royalston Common Historic District

The Fall River properties were previously submitted as the Battleship
Cove District and were returned to our office. (See NR Comments attached.)

e ships are being submitted as arate entries at this time.

VTH NN
. .

‘These properties have been reviewed by the Massachusetts Historical
Commission (State Review Board) and have been signed by the State
Historic Preservation Officer, Elizabeth R. Amadon.

Siz§fjfly yours,

Patricia L. Weslowski
Survey Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

PLW/mw
Enclosures



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

w sTate MASSACHUSETTS
SEP 3 0 1975

Date Entered

Name Location

U.S.S. Joseph P. Kennedy Jr. Fall River
Bristol County

] U. S.S. Lionfish Fall River
Bristol County

U. S¢ S. Massachusetts ; Fall River
- Bristol County

; Also Notified
Hon, Edward M. Kennedy State Historic Preservation Officer

Hon. Edward W. Brooke Mrs. Elizabeth R. Amadon
Hon. Margaret M, Heckler Executive Director, HMassachusetts
Historical Commiezion
Regional Director, North Atlantic 294 Washington Street
: Region Boston, Massachusetts 02108
PR | Mott 9/30/76

INT: 2950=-75
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sachusetts, submarine
Lionfish and destroyer
Joseph P, Kennedy Jr-, all
-moored at Battleshlp
- Cove, have been placed in
£ the Natlonal Register -of
" Historic Places,.

7, . ‘chairman~of the Massa-
£s ,_',chusetts -Historical Com-
- mlssnon has announced

'I'he three retnred naval

O

1
,s.;

c.NewYorlemuSenrlee i
WASHINGTON — Just
before -midnight “last
Wednesday night,
President . Ford _signed
- without | fanfare- a bill
effecting ‘the most
_sweeping changes.in the
nation’s immigration
lawssince 1965. -
~ The bill, which will give
-immigration from the
Western Hemisphere the
'same status as that from
the Eastern Hemisphere,
had - been supported by
.-many HlSpoanIC-
“Americans. '
~ 7~ But the new laws will -
- sharply Teduce the

State’
_-Secretary “Paul ~Guzzi,

same overall -

Nata@nal Regﬂ@ter

The battleshlp Mas-'

shlps were recommended
for inclusion by the.com-

mission and approval.

came from Gary
Everhardt, director of the
National Park Service in
the ' United:. States

Department of - the In-',
“terior. ..

y e 2 _?
The Massachusetts was

built in Qumcyqn 1939, It

is* significant " for - its
assoc:atlons wnh the

'\ E ‘_.

Immlgratmn Law

Altered R&dlcally

mlgratlon quota for
Mexico.. ;

The new law retams the
annual
immigration ceilings

established ' in

Hamisphere and 120,000
for the Western
Hemisphere. But the
other differences in status
between the hemispheres
have been erased. . -
Under the old law,
immigratioh from the

" Western Hemisphere was

on a first-come, first-

“serve basis. There was no

. (Continued on Page 6)—

. A,
N BN

numbcr of Mexicans who

o & ik Sadas 4 ot

IR e

TR

L e B e

G Cardinal McC]oskey ,hlgh school due to decmnﬁmg enrollménts- and in- -
creasing deficlts at both scho 31 : ; 3

“important part’
Second World War. Built |

1965;
170,000 “for ‘the” Eastern-

g g 3- pemenamae

t

Amencan World War T«,
‘effort and as a reminder |
of an era, not too long dgo, ;
when control of the open |
seas was vital to the
nation’s military power.
It" is the official World. |
“War- 1I"'memorial »of |
Massachusetts., . - ~ i

The Lionfish - is “an |
example of the standard !
fleet-type “submarine |
«which) played ssuch . an |
in the |

in Philadelphia and:
launched on Nov. 7, 1943, :
it was fitted out at the!
Portsmouth, N.H., Naval !
Shipyard and - com-
missioned a year later. i

The Kennedy is im- |
portant for the role it |
played in the Korean War |
and in the Cuban missile |
:blockade, as well as forits |
strong associations with |
the Kennedy family. ;

The ship was named for !
the eldest son of former
ambassador Joseph P. |
and Rose (Fitzgerald) |
Kennedy, a young Navy |
aviator who was Kkilled off |
the coast of Normandy on !
a secret bombxng mission. |
Joseph' Jr.’s. brother, f
_Robert "F., later a US. ;
“Senator from New York, i
served on the ship as-a i

_(Continded on Page 6)

-




-~ The Massachusetts
{ carried a crew of 2,316
~ and housed facilities for
;“'community life, including -
- a 50-bed hospital, 3 dentist
{‘ chairs, a large galley, a
}" shoe repair shop, a

t stand,

. cluded nine 16-inch, 45-°
' calibre guns, two spotting

planes and two catapults. .
[ + . In. November. of 1942,

the Massachusetts served
| as . the- flagship’ of the

covering group of Allied

ships involved in
_ Operation Torch, the
.invasion of North Africa.
" During this engagement,
* Big Mamie became the
" first American ship to fire
| on the opposing forces
~ when it returned a salvo
. from the Jean Bart, the
[, newest battleship in the
~Vichy French navy. The

* talloring “ area, a soda
presently intact, |
and armament that in- -

!

- —— e gt

——

.Massachusetts put the -

i-Jean Bart out of action

i, with five direct hits. No .

" casualties were reported

‘on the U.S. ship, although .

-it sustained several hits.
-~ Oddly enough, the Mas-
"~ sachusetts not only fired
;. "the first big naval shot of
;. 'the Second World War but
- also the last!
1~ Assigned to the Pacific
. ‘theatre of war, the bat-
. tleship.took part in many
 operations and raids
- -between 1943 and 1945. It
fired the last recorded 16-
inch shell of World War II
at the Japanese island of
Honshu. :
The great ship made its
last voyage in June of 1965
when it sailed to Bat-
. tleship Cove to take up
permanent residence as
the official World War 11
memorial of the common-
wealth. It contains an
, illuminated list of heroic
. war dead and also serves
as an educational re-

_* source.

\
; ‘s ”,‘ -‘-.,.w-‘.._:. . e .
Lo Ships—
i (Contfnued from Page 1)
I radarman, and President
. John Fitzicrald Kennedy
¢Watched:the

' races off Newport in 1962

% theship.t: o o Ziieegs -
.. In (1951, the Kennedy

* received battle stars for

I |

., fensive in the Korean war.
- The ‘ship also visited
¥ Europe, Africa, .South
,. America and the Middle
East for the People to

— ——

People program and .

Project Handclasp.

“In 1962 the Kennedy
- received worldwide at-
tention when she par-
ticipated in the Cuban-
-. blockade. Along with the
USS Pierce, the Kennedy

- & intercepted, halted and

[ boarded the Russian
- chartered freighter

- America’s ” Cup ‘yacht

- from the second deck of '

¥ the first -UN. "counter- -
., Offensive and for the Com-
munist China spring of-.

T e et ¢ G- s s “mmv—e——t

" Marcula. Decom- .

¢} missioned in 1973 and
moved to Battleship Cove
‘ayearlater, it is now used
Aas an  educational
.. resource and is the of-
- ficlal commonwealth
memorial to the dead of
the Korean and Vietnam

- contliels:s. T

‘The Lionfish j'oir-aef‘l the P

Pacific Reserve Fleet on
Feb.5, 1945. It made two
‘patrols near -Japanese

. waters and is credited

. Wwith the sinking of an I-
class - submarine and a
100-ton schooner. -

" At "war’'s end, the

. Lionfish rejoined the

" Pacific Reserve Fleet and

i Was.recommissioned for

active service in 1951. It

operated in the Mediter- £

ranean and Atlantic until
the end of 1953. From 1959
to 1972, it was used as a
_training sub and then
moved to Battleship Cove.
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