Form No. 10-300 (R-ev.10-74) vt % | e Phloo'b,g‘, E” 3\ \_,.J*_m.!
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR FOR NPS USE GNLY
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

: ceved AN 30 1976 .
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORICPLACES |"*“*V¢° o .. cles/2eh
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM |DATE ENTERED s

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS

EINAME
7\2'%”0 The Grange .Complex 5 Peoolele7

T AND/OR COMMON
Codman Estate and Codman Farm

PJLOCATION

STREET & NUMBER

Codman Road
__NOT FOR PUBLICATION

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Lincoln — VICINITY OF Fourth
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
Massachusetts 025 Middlesex 017
EJ CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
__DISTRICT __PUBLIC X_OCCUPIED X AGRICULTURE XMUSEUM
X__BUILDING(S) __PRIVATE __UNOCCUPIED __COMMERCIAL __PARK
__STRUCTURE X BOTH %_WORK IN PROGRESS __EDUCATIONAL __PRIVATE RESIDENCE
—SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE __ENTERTAINMENT __RELIGIOUS
—OBJECT __IN PROCESS X_YES: RESTRICTED __GOVERNMENT __SCIENTIFIC
__BEING CONSIDERED __YES: UNRESTRICTED __INDUSTRIAL __TRANSPORTATION
; : _NO __MILITARY __OTHER:
Y OWNER OF PROPERTY

NAME Codman Estate: Society for the Preservation of New England Antiquities

{ Codman Farm: Town of Lincoln
STREET & NUMBER

SPNEA: 141 Cambridge Street Town: Lincoln Town Hall
CITY. TOWN T
Boston; Lincoln  yionityoF Massachusetts (02114) (01773)
I LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE,

REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC. Middlesex (Eastern District) Registry of Deeds
STREET & NUMBER

208 Cambridge Street

CITY, TOWN STATE
Cambridge, Massachusetts
ﬂ REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE

Inventory of the Historic Assets of the Commonwealth

DATE
1967 __FEDERAL _xSTATE __COUNTY __LOCAL
DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS Magsachusetts Historical Commission
CITY. TOWN prms
Boston Massachusetts 02108




A DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
__EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED X _UNALTERED X _ORIGINAL SITE
X GOOD __RUINS __ALTERED __MOVED DATE
__FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The sixteen acre Codman Estate and the adjoining nineteen acre Codman Farm are both
portions of the Codman family country seat, which at least two generations of the
Codman family called "The Grange." At the time of Dorothy S. F. M. Codman's death
in 1968, "The Grange" was divided, the major portions being purchased by the Town
of Lincoln for conservation lands, the Codman Farm being purchased by the Town

for recreational purposes, and the Codman Estate, with the Codman Mansion, being
given to The Society for The Preservation of New England Antiquities (SPNEA) under
the terms of Miss Codman's will. The Codman Estate and Farm are surrounded, in the
main, by a conserved rural area.

The Codman Estate is comprised of five buildings. The dominant structure is the
Codman Mansion (1), which sits on a small hillock, and is separated from Codman

Road by an eight-acre, stone-walled field. The architectural history of the mansion
spans two hundred and fifty years. The earliest part of the structure, constructed
between 1735 and 1741, was two stories high, L-shaped, and clapboarded. Its west
end had a gable; there were east and west chimneys as there are today.

This early house was more than doubled in size when it was federalized in 1797/98.
The northwest corner of the L was filled out with a bay-end ballroom and chamber
above, a third story was added overall, and the two-story kitchen ell was appended
to the north. The design of the Federal-period changes, which substantially deter-
ine the character of the Codman Mansion as it stands today, is attributed to Charles
Bulfinch.

Alterations of room interiors, and, in one instance, room size, changes of exterior
ornamentation, and window alterations summarize the changes which the Boston arch-
itecty John Hubbard Sturgis, made to the mansion in the 1860's. Later in the nineteenth
century, the Classical Revival architect, Ogden Codman, Jr., who had spent part of

his childhood in the Codman ancestral home, added panelling to the second-story,

south bedrooms. A two-story servants' wing was added to the north wall of the kit-
chen ell sometime during the second half of the nineteenth century. A visitor io

the house today will see features of four distinct architectural periods -- Georglan,
Federal, Victorian, and Classical Revival.

The three-story house is covered with gray clapboards and is ornamented by white
quoins at the corners and a modillion cornice. Its windows all have black shutters.
A balustrade circumscribes the flattened top of the hip roof. Two interior chimneys
are located on the east and west planes of the roof, and are slightly forward from
center toward the south facade.

The front entrance is located in the center of the five-bay facade. It is ornamented
by an Ionic portico with pediment; the front door is flanked by sidelights. The four
first-story windows are 6 over 6, regularly placed, and are the only mansion windows
which have pedimented caps. A story-high west projection features a full-length,
three-sash, 18-light window. On the second story, directly over the front entrance,
is a simplified Palladian window whose sidelights are obscured by the window's
shutters. This window is 6 over 6, as are the four other second-story windows, lo-
ated directly above the first-story windows. The third story has five 3 over 3 reg-
ularly placed windows.

(continued)
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The four-bay east and west elevations have irregular fenestration. A one-story piazza
runs the entire length of the east side; a central side entrance opens onto it. Both
the west story's first story rooms extend beyond the house proper, including the nortk-
west room's faceted bay-end. The entire west projection has four full-length windows,
and, in contrast to the rest of the mansion, it is covered with flush-boarding and

is ornamented with Tuscan pilasters at the projection's corners and facets and a
dentil cornice. As in the case of the facade, all the other elevations have six over
six windows on the second story, and three over three windows on the third.

The two=-story, three-bay kitchen ell, with north-south ridge roof, is appended to

the north of the mansion and has an east entrance and an end chimney. Attached to

the north of this ell, is a two-story, five-bay servants' wing with a shingled gambrel
roof, oriented north-south. This wing has an interior chimney and a back entrance.

Outbuildings directly to the northeast of the back entrance to the mansion include
a greenhouse (2), and a small, two-story house(3). A stable (4), painted gray, is
situated to the southeast of the mansion. Constructed circa 1870, it was designed
by Snell and Gregerson. As does the mansion, the stable has a hip roof, quoins at
the corners, and a modillion cornice. The caps and mouldings of its six over six
windows match those on the mansion. Directly behind the stable is a two-story barn
(5), three bays wide, and one deep.

The Boston architect, John Hubbard Sturgis, made the designs for the two-story farm-
house (6), located on the Codman Farm property. It is painted gray, with white trim,
to match the Codman Mansion; the three-bay south facade features a gabled portico,.
There are two interior chimneys, one east and one west.

The largest structures on the Codman Farm are two barns connected at right angles to
form an L shape. The earliest of the two barns (7), dating circa 1820, has a cut
granite foundation and is clapboarded. Its east-west gable roof is hipped at the
west end; sliding wagon doors are located at both the east and west ends. John
Hubbard Sturgis made the designs for the other barn (8) in this structure, constructed
in 1863, with ridge roof running north-south. A wagon door is located at the south
gable end; the west and south exterior elevations of this barn are covered with board
and batten, and the east elevation with clapboards. The foundation is of granite
piers and a story-high, twentieth-century milk shed is adjoined to the 1863 barn at
the southernmost portion of its west face.

A small, one and a half story, eighteenth century barn (9) with north-south ridge
roof, and hinged double doors on its north gable facade, is located directly to the
east of the circa 1820 barn (7). This building is of heavy-hewn timber construction,
with gunstock posts in the corners and along the east and west walls.
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The character of the nine buildings located on the combined 34.65 acres of the Codman
Estate and Codman Farm make this property important in the area of architecture.

Of outstanding significance is the attribution of the design of the Federal-period
changes to the Codman Mansion (1) to the architect Charles Bulfinch, and the definite
efidence that the Codman farmhouse (6) and one large barn (8) were designed by the
architect John Hubbard Sturgis and built in 1863, and the Codman stable (4), con-
structed circa 1870, was designed by Snell and Gregerson. "The Grange" also served
as the childhood home of the Classical Revival architect Ogden Codman, Jr.

The original occupants of "The Grange", or the "Russell Farm", as it was known in

the eighteenth century, were all active in Lincoln or Massachusetts government or
both. These included four members of two generations of the Russell family =-- Cham-
bers Russell, the farm's first occupant; his brother, James Russell; and two of James'
sons, Dr. Charles Russell and Chambers Russell II. Chambers Russell served at
various times as a Judge of The Court of Vice Admiralty for the Provinces Interior
Court of Common Pleas, and as a member of His Majesty's Honorable Council. Russell
is credited with using his own and his family's influence to obtain the incorporation
of the Town of Lincoln in 1754; he was later elected Lincoln's Representative to the
General Court.

Dr. Charles Russell, the next occupant of the farm, was active in Lincoln affairs
beginning in 1768. He served as moderator at Lincoln town meetings from 1770
through 1774. Being of Loyalist persuasion, he fled to Antigua, B.W.I., in 1775,

and his Lincoln estate was confiscated in 1777. Captain Elnathan Jones, appointed
government agent for the property, rented "The Grange" to Dr. Russell's father, James
Russell, of Charlestown. Russell was Charlestown's Representative to the General
Court, Treasurer of Middlesex County, and a member of the Council. He resided at
Lincoln for the duration of the war, and white there he did not ignore that town's
affairs. He was elected Overseer of The Poor and moderator at a 1780 town meeting.

In November of 1783, Chambers Russell IJ, son of James and nephew to Chambers Russell,
paid back a mortgage which his uncle had taken on the Lincoln property in 1766. The
Russell family thereby regained legal possession of the confiscated property. This
Russell was moderator at Lincoln's town meetings, and was chosen Representative to
the General Court in 1789.

"The Grange" came into the hands of the related Codman family in 1790, when the Bos-
ton merchant, John Codman, assumed Executorship of the deceased Chambers Russell II's

(continued)
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estate. It was John Codman who federalized the mansion in 1797/98. It was John's
son, Charles Russell Codman, who sold the Lincoln property in 1807, and it was his
grandson, Ogden Codman, Sr., who repurchased it in 1862, from which time it remained
in the Codman family until Miss Dorothy Codman's death in 1968.

Over 4,000 of John Codman's business papers have been uncovered in the Codman Mansion.
These cover the years 1777 through 1803, and relate to international, as well as to
Boston's, mercantile affairs of the Federal period.

The overall collection of Codman documents, all uncovered by SPNEA in the Codman
Estate buildings, currently number about 40,000. Highlights of The Collection
include letters from Lafayette, New York Senator David Ogden, and Jenny Lind. It
includes correspondence from the Revolutionary War Colonel Timothy Bigelow, of
Worcester, written home to his wife, while he was encamped near Boston and on the
march to Quebec in 1775. Handbills from the Paris Commune of 1871, along with
letters from family members who were in Paris during the siege, are also in The
Codman Document Collection. It is evident The Document Collection has bearing on
the Codman family history and Massachusetts history, and on some aspects of national
and international history.

The Codman Mansion was left to SPNEA intact with all the Codman family possessions.
The mansion's rooms are filled with furniture, accessories, paintings, rugs,

and objets d'art. Although these have not yet been completely inventoried, super-
ficial exploration by experts indicates important collections are located in the
mansion. Thus, the property is significant in the area of art.

The agricultural history of the property has been well documented for over two
hundred years. This documentation begins with a 1767 inventory and is supplemented
by many later estate inventories and family account books and papers. These show
that farming activities over the years have included the raising of sheep, cows,
swine, fowl, stags, oxen; the cultivation of hay, corn, hemp, flax, oats, and barley.
In 1815 there was an orchard of over five hundred fruit trees at "The Grange."

Today the farm has been reactivated as a community farm with a professional farmer
supervising community volunteers.

SPNEA's sixteen acres include notable landscape features. As early as 1800, John
Codman showed a documented interest in the placement of gravel walks and tree=lined
avenues, which still exist today. His grandson, Ogden Codman, Sr., was probably re-
sponsible for the terracing in front of the mansion and for many unusual trees and
plantings located on the grounds.

(continued)
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Z_Eéjor landscape feature is the Italian-style formal garden located to the north-
west of the Codman Mansion, at the foot of the mansion's hillock. Constructed in
1899, and maintained through the early 1920's, it was neglected until 1970, when
SPNEA began its reconstruction. The initial construction was supervised by Ogden
Codman, Jr., and there is circumstantial evidence which suggests the authoress,
Edith Wharton, may have designed its plans. A smaller rose garden, near the Cod-
man stable, still suffers from neglect.
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January 27, 1976

RECEIVED

Mr. Charles Herrington, Chief
Registration

National Register

National Park Service

U.S. Department of the Interior
Washington, D.C. 20240

JAN 30 1976 P

NATIONAL
REGISIER

Dear Charles:
Enclosed please find two nomination forms for the following preperties:

1. Lincoln, The Grange
2. Peabody, General Gideon Foster House

The Grange (including only the Codman Estate) was accepted in the National
Register April 18, 1974. The enclosed form expands the nomination to
include the Codman Farm. The farm was part of the original Grange
complex, and it includes four farm buildings. Among these buildings are

a farmhouse and barn designed by John Hubbard Sturgis. The farm itself
operated as early as 1767 and today has been reactivated by the town as

a community farm. Photographs included with this form are only of the
farm buildings, since you already have pictures of the estate buildings

in the Grange file.

These properties have been voted eligible for submission by the Massachu-
setts Historical Commission (State Review Board) and have been signed
by the State Historic Preservation Officer, Elizabeth Reed Amadon.

Sincerely yours,

ﬁ( ﬁ)aulm»ik'

Patricia L. Weslowski
Survey Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

PLW/mw
Enclosures



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE  MASSACHUSETTS

Date Entered

Name Location
The Grange Complex (Codman Estate and South Lincoln
Codman Farm) Middlesex County

Boundary Change approved 5/28/76

Also Notified

State Historic Preservation Officer
Mrs. Elizabeth R. Amadon

Executive Director

Massachusetts Historical Commission
294 Washington Street

Boston, Massachusetts 02108

INT: 2950-75
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