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#8; 
specially sworn i n as police f o r the occasion, used firehoses to withstand the on­
slaught of more than 200 r a i l r o a d laborers armed with picks, shovels, and paving 
stones. Many men were injured, but the r a i l r o a d o f f i c i a l s did not c a l l o f f the 
attack u n t i l they learned that the Superior Court had issued an injunction f o r ­
bidding t h e i r interference with the streetcar company's work. 

After the brawl the f u l l bench of f i v e Supreme Court Justices upheld the v a l i d i t y 
of the position taken by Justice Knowlton, and stated that any one of them was i n 
a position to adequately i n t e r p r e t the law (161 Mass 416). This decision s t i l l 
stands and i s quoted i n similar cases i n the f i e l d of jurisprudence. As a re s u l t 
of the r i o t high ranking o f f i c i a l s of the New Haven Railroad Co. were sentenced 
and served time f o r provoking and d i r e c t i n g a r i o t . This was a s i g n i f i c a n t case 
for i t s time because of the feeling of many people that only the poor and powerless 
were brought to j u s t i c e and the r i c h and powerful always escaped punishment. Judge 
Sherman, who handed down the sentence on the r a i l r o a d o f f i c i a l s , said i n his sum­
mations of the case, " O f f i c i a l s must be taught that they also must observe and obey 
the law, and that j u s t i c e must be administered i m p a r t i a l l y upon a l l offenders, 
without regard to class or d i s t i n c t i o n . " 

The North Abington Depot, the peace o f f e r i n g t o the town of Abington from the New 
Haven Railroad Co., stands today as an inte r e s t i n g a r c h i t e c t u r a l monument and as a 
symbol of the sometimes forgotten f a c t that no corporation or i n d i v i d u a l , no matter 
how powerful, i s above the law. 
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MASSACHUSETTS 

Plymouth county 

North Abington 

NORTH ABfflGTON DEPOT 

Railroad St. 

1893—1894 Richardsonian Romanesque ra i l r o a d depot 
designed by architect Bradford Lee Gilbert; altered. 

B u i l t f o r town a f t e r North Abington Riot, confrontation 
between a large r a i l r o a d company and loc a l streetcar l i n e , 
which resulted i n landmark j u d i c i a l decision. 
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