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The North Abington Depot is located on an abandoned railroad right of way near the
town center. The depot sits off by itself, with empty fields to the east, and

a large park to the west of the building. It stands out as a striking visual
landmark in a sparsely developed area.

The structure, built in 1893-94, measures approximately twenty-five feet by ninety-
three feet, exclusive of the platforms, with the long axis running from north to
south. Granite walls, composed of random length blocks in equal height courses,
are trimmed at the windows and doors with brownstone of alternately long and short
blocks. A band of brownstone encircles the building at the base and again just
below the windows. Brownstone also trims the two story octagonal tower on the
street side (west side) of the building. The structure is basically rectangular,
broken midway on the west side by the tower and on the east side by a one story
octagonal ticket office, and ending to the south in a half octagonal shape. A
granite chimney rises above the southern wall and another protrudes from the northern
side of the tower roof. A steeply pitched black slate roof covers the building
and the 125 foot platform along the east side. The hipped roof and the octagonal
tower roof are trimmed with copper on all ridges. Copper gutters are built into
the roof and are concealed from view. Massive curved wooden brackets help support
the overhang on the three sides of the building not covered by the platform roof.
The columns supporting the platform are composed of six wooden posts spaced approx-—
imately fifteen feet apart, and are braced with curved brackets identical to the
brackets which support the overhang of the main roof. The platform itself is
composed of black topped concrete encircled by granite curbing.

Each of the building's four doors is four feet wide with nine panels' of patterned
glass in the upper sections. There is a stained glass fanlight above each door
leading into the waiting room, and a large fanlight above the western window in

the tower. Stained glass is also found in panels over each waiting room and ticket
office window, in the arched restroom windows, and in the clerestory windows of

the tower.

There have been a few alterations to the building since 1894, including the re-
moval of the skylight panels in the roof over the waiting room and the slating of
that section of the roof, the painting of the interior oak paneling and the addition
of a black topped surface on the platform. There has also been considerable
vandalism since the building was closed in 1959 and the building is now in a state
of disrepair. The North Abington Depot Association has recently leased the building
from the MBTA and is in the process of raising the money necessary to restore

the building. Once restored, the building will be used as a community and crafts
center . and headquarters for the depot association.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The North Abington Depot is significant both for its architectural quality and for
its connection with the famous Abington Riot. This riot resulted in a significant
court case which is still quoted as a precedent in the field of jurisprudence.

The building was designed by Bradford Lee Gilbert and built in 1893-%. Gilbert

was a medal winner at the Columbian Exposition of 1893, and was the supervising
architect for the Cotton States and International Exposition of 1895, but he
specialized in railroad stations and other public buildings. The depot is
Richardsonian in style, and as Hitchcock points out in his book "Architecture of

H. H. Richardson and His Times" many of Richardson's followers were more Richardsonian
than Richardson himself. The North Abington Depot is small, and has deteriorated
over the years, but it still retains its architectural quality and integrity.

The station was built as a peace offering to the town after the "North Abington Riot."
The Riot was a confrontation between a large railroad company and the local street-
car line. The railroad had been owned by a local company, the 0ld Colony, for 48
years, but because of the depression of 1892~93, the 0ld Colony was forced to let
its holdings in January of 1893 to the New York, New Haven & Hartford Railroad
Company. The New Haven inherited a number of costly problems when it took over

the 01d Colony line, including a dangerous crossing in Brockton. As the result of
a bad accident at the crossing involving a train and a streetcar, the New Haven
voted in February of 1893 to spend $1 million to rebuild the crossing on two
levels, and more importantly, to refuse any other requests for streetcar tracks

to cross their right-of-ways. This decision was brought to a legal test, however,
on May 23, 1893, when the New Haven learned that the Abington Selectmen had granted
the local streetcar line permission to lay its tracks along North Avenue and cross
the railroad tracks at grade, in order to link the public transportation service
between Brockton and Rockland via North Abington. The railroad company immediately
protested and filed a bill in equity in the state supreme court asking for a re-
straining injunction. Supreme Court Justice Marcus Perrin Knowlton, at a hearing
on June 21, dismissed the bill, saying that since the Selectmen had acted within
their rights as representatives of the townspeople who owned the public highway and
as the safety precautions required by law were being taken by the Rockland &
Abington Street Railway Co., the Supreme Court had no reason to become involved.

At this point the railroad's counsel advised that, in his opinion, the decision of
the single Justice was not binding. On the basis of this opinion and because
the New Haven Co. misjudged the determination of the citizens of Abington, the
railroad company decided to use a show of force to intimidate the townspeople.

On August 16 the "riot" took place, and fifteen local men, twelve who had been

(continued)
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EEEéially sworn in as police for the occasion, used firehoses to withstand the on-
slaught of more than 200 railroad laborers armed with picks, shovels, and paving
stones. Many men were injured, but the railroad officials did not call off the
attack until they learned that the Superior Court had issued an injunction for-
bidding their interference with the streetcar company's work.

After the brawl the full bench of five Supreme Court Justices upheld the validity
of the position taken by Justice Knowlton, and stated that any one of them was in

a position to adequately interpret the law (161 Mass 416). This decision still
stands and is quoted in similar cases in the field of jurisprudence. As a result
of the riot high ranking officials of the New Haven Railroad Co. were sentenced

and served time for provoking and directing a riot. This was a significant case
for its time because of the feeling of many people that only the poor and powerless
were brought to justice and the rich and powerful always escaped punishment. Judge
Sherman, who handed down the sentence on the railroad officials, said in his sum-
mations of the case, "Officials must be taught that they also must observe and obey
the law, and that justice must be administered impartially upon all offenders,
without regard to class or distinction.”

The North Abington Depot, the peace offering to the town of Abington from the New
Haven Railroad Co., stands today as an interesting architectural monument and as a
symbol of the sometimes forgotten fact that no corporation or individual, no matter
how powerful, is above the law.
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WHEN HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT: RR Station major alterations :
CURRENTLY: Not in Use &loric events:
@3 architectural style(s : architect( £/ ggmaster builder: @ engineer:
Bradford Lee Gilbert
D ndrdsorindn RomanisRise- _
@landscape architect / garden designer: @unterior decorator: @artist: @artisan: @builder/contraetor:

@NAMES ive role & date
PERSONAL: radford Lee Gilbert, Columbian Exposition medal winner (1893), sufpervising architect of the Cotton States and

International Exposition (1895), architect.
fvinrs: North Abington Riot, August 16, 1893
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Built as peace offering to tha”Tgwn after £he.18§§ ‘ﬁ:::;

Abington Riot, v1olent eeai*eﬁeetten provoked by off1c1als of -ehe: New York, New Haven and Hartford between
their laborers and town-backed workers constructing a streetcar line; prison terms given railroad officials bolstered

public confidence in fair administration of justice.
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