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The John Spurr House is on the easterly side of Common Road (Main Street) opposite
the Charlton Common in Charlton Center. To the east of the house is a wide expanse
of open fields and woodlands and to the south are professional, educational and
municipal buildings of the town. Across the Common and to the north are other resi-
dences, dating primarily from the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.

The John Spurr House was built in the late eighteenth century - early records showing
General Spurr first taxed for a house worth $1500 in 1798. The two-story dwelling

is 34% feet wide and 30 feet deep, with an ell measuring 20% feet by 21% feet at

the rear (east). The ell may be of a slightly earlier period but is essentially
contemporary with the house. From the kitchen ell a two-story garage and shed ex-
tends north at a right angle.

The foundation of the house is of dry fieldstone construction, topped with granite
slabs. The house and ell are covered with clapboards painted white on the main

house and red on the shed. The house, ell, and shed sections all have ridge roofs
covered with black asphalt shingles. Two brick chimneys rise through the peak of the
roof of the main house.

The facade is five bays wide with shuttered windows having six-over-six lights. The
center entrance is flanked with fluted pilasters which have plain capitals and sup-
port a dentiled entablature.

The south side of the house has two equally spaced windows on each story and a side
entrance in the middle of the first story. This six-paneled door is surmounted by
simple molding, and an open elliptical topped lattice work entry surrounds the door.
There is a single window in the center of the gable.

The north elevation is identical to the south, without the door. There is a single
window and door in the north wall of the one-story kitchen ell which extends to the
east. The two-story shed extends north from the ell and has a garage on the lower
floor and a workshop in the upper story which is a few steps down from the kitchen
level.

Several barns and sheds which were on the property were severly damaged in the 1938
hurricane and subsequently removed.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The John Spurr House is significant as the home of Major General John Spurr, a leader
in Charlton affairs and participant in the Boston Tea Party and various Revolutionary
War encounters. The house is also one of the more interesting architectural examples
in Charlton.

John Spurr was born in Stoughton, Massachusetts on May 31, 1759. As a young man,
Spurr was among the group of patriots who threw overboard the hated tea from the
ships Dartmouth and Eleanor at Griffin's Wharf in Boston on December 16, 1773.
Following the Boston Tea Party, he was among the ranks which fought at the Battle of
Bunker Hill. Commissioned an officer on January 1, 1777, Spurr served in Colonel
Nixon's 4th Massachusetts Regiment until 1779 when he transferred to the 6th Regiment
as a major in 1780 and again in 1791-1792.

John Spurr moved to Charlton in 1788 to take up title to 3000 acres of confiscated
Tory lands acquired through his wife. Spurr soon entered the social and political
1ife of the area. Called Colonel at the time of his second marriage, he later
became a Major General of the State Militia. His marriage to Sally Davis and his
daughter's marriage to Salem Town, Jr. united the three most influential families
in the south county.

In politics General Spurr was a strong Jeffersonian Democrat, opposing the Federalists
which were represented by the Town family. Spurr was elected to the General Court
in 1805-1811. He died on March 3, 1816.

John Spurr's sons followed his example in service to the town and state. John Spurr,
Jr. (born May 30, 1783 in Stoughton) married Sally Wheelock of Charlton in 1810.

He served as major in the militia, Justice of the Peace, Representative to the Gen-
eral Court in 1820-1824, state senator, and representative to the Constitutional Con-
vention of 1820. Major Spurr operated a store and hotel at Charlton Center for many
years.

A second son of General Spurr, Samual D. Spurr, lived in the Charlton homestead and
also served as representative to the General Court. Samuel was a colonel in the mili-
tia and active in the Universalist Society. He later moved to Worcester, Massachusetts
where he ran a store, was a trustee of the Worcester Seminary, director of a bank and
one of the directors of Worcester's first Horticultural Society.

Architecturally, the John Spurr House is one of Charlton's finest houses. Although

there is a grouping of similar houses north of Charlton Center on Stafford Road, the
Spurr House is the ‘only house of eighteenth century vintage in the Common area. A

feature of the house which makes it unique in Charlton is the hinged paneled common wall
between the second-story north chambers which can be swung up to create a larger room

for social functions.
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*'NATIONAL REGISTER DATA SHEET

NAME as 1uppears on f?éral register: @C’THER NAMES: date of entry county code:
Spurr, John, House 4-26-76 V’ 027

@LOCATION stpeet & number eity / town vieinity of state/ county /’@"PS REGION:
Maln/St.\/)’e Charlton MA /| Worcester North Atlantic

@) owneR/BBRIVATE (ISTATE CIMUNICIPAL CICOUNTY CIMULTIFLE [JFEDERAL(agency name) ‘ [@mmmsmmon;

D Exxsrmc. sunvevs DHABS DHAER DNHL]®FUN [@CONGRESS. DlSTRICT L [@sounce of NOMINATION FSTATE DFcEtDEs;?:te e Tt
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Oiocar  OIPRIVATE ORGANIZATION

@CONDITION Ddeter mrated Naltered }Xtorlginal site @feat\u'es: o TBUBSTANTIALLY INTACT-1 mB&ussunnAm INTACT-2 2 CISUBSTANTIALLY INTACT - 3
excellent Oruins Ounaltered Omoved ODnm INTACT-O 20 NOT INTACT-O ODnm INTACT - O
Dgn‘od Dunexposed Oreconstruckéd Dunknown 'Jguuxnown-‘; WO UNKNOWN -5 ;¢UNKNOWN-8
Dfair Ounexcavated 0O exeaxﬂtty(% ZOINOT APPLICABLE=7 WO NOT APPLICABLE-B ZOINOT APPLICABLE- 8
@ACCESS ) YES -Restricted DYES—Unrestric(ed‘Jﬁ No Access [JUnknown {@ADAPN} use OJves &NO]@ SAVED? [JYES l IS PROPERTY A HISTORIC DISTRICY? [ yes@o
€) AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE : CJENGINEERING - 11 3 LANDSCAPE ARCH -J/}'ZQ POLITICS / GOVT .- {JRECREATION -28 l@CLAIMS'v explain
[JARCHEDLOGY = prehistoric=2 (D COMMERCE=6 [ ENTERTAINMENT-26 [ LAW-16 () RELIGION=22 O3 SETTLEMENT-29 first’O
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/D AGRICULTURE -3 [0 CONSERVATION=-8 O HEALTH-27 ﬁp MILITARY - 18 (7 SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN=-24 (3 OTHER (SPECIFY)
Bj ARCHITECTURE=4 O ECONOMICS-9 (O INDUSTRY=13 [J Music-19 {3 SOCIAL 7 CULTURAL-30 ‘only’ )
O ART-5 (0 EDUCATION-10 O] INVERTION =14 3 PHILGSOPHY - 20 [ TRANSPORTATION-25
@functions @ dates of initial construction: c.ag ETA';';A%M‘:‘;?(?SP
WHEN HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT: HOUSE major alterations :
CURRENTLY: HOUSE historic events:
@arehitect}xral style(s): @architect: @master builder: @engineer:
eovgian . .
@l scape architect/ garden designer: @interior decorator: @ artist: @artisan: @bui.ldor/ contractor:

@NAMES give role & date  Maj, General John Spurr, prominent local leader, Boston Tea Party participant, member of Mass.

PERSONAL: General Court (1805-1811).

John Spurr, Jr., (b.1783), major in militia, Justic of the Peace, General Court representative (1820-1824), state
senator, and representative of 1820 Mass. Constitutional Gonvention.

Samuel D. Spurr, son of the Maj. General, General Gourt representative, colonel in militia, trustee of Worcester

‘Seminary and Worcester Horticultural Society director.
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35. Events: Boston Tea Party (1773). Maj. General Spurr, as a young man, was a member of the group which threw the tea
overboard in Boston Harbor.



