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DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The John Spurr House i s on the easterly side of Common Road (Main Street) opposite 
the Charlton Common i n Charlton Center. To the east of the house i s a wide expanse 
of open f i e l d s and woodlands and to the south are professional, educational and 
municipal buildings of the town. Across the Common and to the north are other r e s i ­
dences, dating primarily from the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. 

The John Spurr House was b u i l t i n the late eighteenth century - early records showing 
General Spurr f i r s t taxed for a house worth $1500 i n 1798. The two-story dwelling 
i s 34*5 feet wide and 30 feet deep, with an e l l measuring 20*5 feet by 21*5 feet at 
the rear (east). The e l l may be of a s l i g h t l y e a r l i e r period but i s essentially 
contemporary with the house. From the kitchen e l l a two-story garage and shed ex­
tends north at a r i g h t angle. 

The foundation of the house i s of dry fieldstone construction, topped with granite 
slabs. The house and e l l are covered with clapboards painted white on the main 
house and red on the shed. The house, e l l , and shed sections a l l have ridge roofs 
covered with black asphalt shingles. Two brick chimneys r i s e through the peak of the 
roof of the main house. 

The facade i s f i v e bays wide with shuttered windows having six-over-six l i g h t s . The 
center entrance i s flanked with f l u t e d p i l a s t e r s which have plain capitals and sup­
port a dentiled entablature. 

The south side of the house has two equally spaced windows on each story and a side 
entrance i n the middle of the f i r s t story. This six-paneled door i s surmounted by 
simple molding, and an open e l l i p t i c a l topped l a t t i c e work entry surrounds the door. 
There i s a single window i n the center of the gable. 

The north elevation i s i d e n t i c a l to the south, without the door. There i s a single 
window and door i n the north w a l l of the one-story kitchen e l l which extends to the 
east. The two-story shed extends north from the e l l and has a garage on the lower 
f l o o r and a workshop i n the upper story which i s a few steps down from the kitchen 
leve1. 

Several barns and sheds which were on the property were severly damaged i n the 1938 
hurricane and subsequently removed. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The John Spurr House i s s i g n i f i c a n t as the home of Major General John Spurr, a leader 
i n Charlton a f f a i r s and p a r t i c i p a n t i n the Boston Tea Party and various Revolutionary 
War encounters. The house i s also one of the more i n t e r e s t i n g a r c h i t e c t u r a l examples 
i n Charlton. 

John Spurr was born i n Stoughton, Massachusetts on May 31, 1759. As a young man, 
Spurr was among the group of p a t r i o t s who threw overboard the hated tea from the 
ships Dartmouth and Eleanor a t G r i f f i n ' s Wharf i n Boston on December 16, 1773. 
Following the Boston Tea Party, he was among the ranks which fought a t the B a t t l e o f 
Bunker H i l l . Commissioned an o f f i c e r on January 1, 1777, Spurr served i n Colonel 
Nixon's 4th Massachusetts Regiment u n t i l 1779 when he t r a n s f e r r e d t o the 6th Regiment 
as a major i n 1780 and again i n 1791-1792. 

John Spurr moved t o Charlton i n 1788 t o take up t i t l e t o 3000 acres of conf i s c a t e d 
Tory lands acquired through h i s w i f e . Spurr soon entered the s o c i a l and p o l i t i c a l 
l i f e of the area. Called Colonel a t the time of h i s second marriage, he l a t e r 
became a Major General of the State M i l i t i a . His marriage t o S a l l y Davis and h i s 
daughter's marriage t o Salem Town, J r . u n i t e d the three most i n f l u e n t i a l f a m i l i e s 
i n the south county. 

I n p o l i t i c s General Spurr was a strong J e f f e r s o n i a n Democrat, opposing the F e d e r a l i s t s 
which were represented by the Town f a m i l y . Spurr was ele c t e d t o the General Court 
i n 1805-1811. He died on March 3, 1816. 

John Spurr's sons f o l l o w e d h i s example i n service t o the town and s t a t e . John Spurr, 
J r . (born May 30, 1783"in Stoughton) married S a l l y Wheelock of Charlton i n 1810. 
He served as major i n the m i l i t i a . J u s t i c e of the Peace, Representative t o the Gen­
e r a l Court i n 1820-1824, s t a t e senator, and r e p r e s e n t a t i v e t o the C o n s t i t u t i o n a l Con­
v e n t i o n of 1820. Major Spurr operated a store and h o t e l a t Charlton Center f o r many 
years. 

A second son of General Spurr, Samual D. Spurr, l i v e d i n the Charlton homestead and 
also served as re p r e s e n t a t i v e t o the General Court. Samuel was a co l o n e l i n the m i l i ­
t i a and a c t i v e i n the U n i v e r s a l i s t Society. He l a t e r moved t o Worcester, Massachusetts 
where he ran a s t o r e , was a t r u s t e e of the Worcester Seminary, d i r e c t o r of a bank and 
one of the d i r e c t o r s of Worcester's f i r s t H o r t i c u l t u r a l Society. 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y , the John Spurr House i s one of Charlton's f i n e s t houses. Although 

there i s a grouping of s i m i l a r houses n o r t h of Charlton Center on S t a f f o r d Road, the 
Spurr House i s the only house of eighteenth century v i n t a g e i n the Common area. A 
fe a t u r e of the house which makes i t unique i n Charlton i s the hinged paneled common w a l l 
between the second-story n o r t h chambers which can be swung up t o create a l a r g e r room 

fo r s o c i a l f u n c t i o n s . 
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Cri.^RLTON" - The John, 
Spurr House on Main street ; 
has bc-en acc-eptcd for in­
clusion in tbe National Regis­
ter of Histonc Piicosby the 
Ks-.orical Cfimmission. 

The Spurr House, the prop­
erty of Mrs. James Tansey, is 
the only structure of ISth 
century vintage in the Charl­
ton Coinmon area. 

The acceptance of tbe house 
v.as reoo!r:n:ar.ded by the 
?'..ate Historical COT.mission, 
according to PauUT-nizi, Sec­
retary of State, who also 
serves a? commirsion chair-

OS' H isf Of ic Sit 
man. The house uas the home 
of Maj. Gen. John Spurr, a 
leader in town affairs who 
participated in the Boston Tea 
Party and Revolutionary V.'ar 
encounters. 

A feature of the house is the 
hinged paneled common wall 
between the second story 
north Chambers which can be 
moved up to create a larger 
room for social functions. 

In politics, town records 
?how General Spurr to be a 
strong Jeffersonian Demo­
crat, opposing the Federalists. 
Spurr was elected to the Gen­

eral Court in 1805 and served | 
to 1811. His'sons followed h'ls I 
governmental service. •• 

John Spurr Jr. served as a " 
major in the militia, a jusiice ; 
of the peace, a state represen- . 
tative fro.m 1820 to 1824 and ; 
state senator and representa- i 
live to the Constitutional Con- [ 
venion in 1820. He operated a t 
store and a hotel in Cliarlfon | 
Center for many years. ' I 

Another son, Samuel D. ; 
Spurr, lived in the Charlton ^ 
homestead and also served as ' 
a slate representative and as ' 
a colonel in the militia. He \ 
was active in the Universslist i 
Society. He moved to V.'orces- • 
ter, where he operated a r-lore ' 
and was a trustee of the V.'or- I, 
cester Seminary and a o:-ec- • 
tor of Yforccsier's firsi Hcrii- j 
cultural Sjciely. , 

John S;:'iirr v:i.s 'n I 

Sl'.-u&i.toii 1.1 ](;9 . -'d ;.s a j 
}0:i<:g ::'!dn, v.:'S : . : i : u i ' e , 
group of patriois who \'..:v.-: j 
tea overboard from the '-D.-.r-
t h m 0 u t h ' ' and "Ek;i:-;,ir" 
ships in Boston r;arl;or in 
1773. After the Boston Tea 
Party, Spurr was among i'le 
ranks which fought at the 
Battle of Bunker Hill. Com­
missioned in 1777, he served 
on Col. Nixon's 4th Massachu­
setts Regiment until 1779, 
V I'.en he traniftrred to tlî e 5:h 
rc^!:ncnt ES a major. 

Spurr moved to Charl.on in 
]7a3 to take title to 3,000 acres 

t of confiscated Tory lands ac. 
quired through his wife. He 
was Iftcr named a major g- n-
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PERSONAL: General Court (1805-1811). 

John Spurr, Jr., (b.l783), major i n m i l i t i a , Justic of the Peace, General Court representative (1820-1824), state 

senator, and representative of 1820 Mass. Constitutional Convention. 

Samuel D. Spurr, son of the Maj. General, General Court representative, colonel i n m i l i t i a , trustee of Worcester 

INSTlTUTIONAL-ĝ ^̂ ^̂ y and Worcester H o r t i c u l t u r a l Society director. 
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jNAMES give role & date Maj. General John Spurr, prominent local leader, Boston Tea Party participant, member of Mass. 
PERSONAL: General Court (1805-1811). 

John Spurr, Jr., (b.l783), major i n m i l i t i a , Justic of the Peace, General Court representative (1820-1824), state 
senator, and representative of 1820 Mass. Constitutional Convention. 

Samuel D. Spurr, son of the Maj. General, General Court representative, colonel i n m i l i t i a , trustee of Worcester 
INSTITUTIONAL:, Seminary and Worcester H o r t i c u l t u r a l Society director. 
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35. Events; Boston Tea Party (1773). Maj. General Spurr, as a young man, was a member of the group which threw the tea 
overboard i n Boston Harbor. 


