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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Campion Hall is located on the shoulder of a plateau above the northeastern shore of
Lake Cochichewick. Tts major facade faces northerly toward Great Pond Road across a
gentle swell of open land. To the south the mansion overlooks an open field which is
narrowed by an advancing forest of evergreens as it slopes down to the shore of the
lake. Among the woods flanking the eastern edge of the 86-acre estate, are various
outbuildings: a tea house, two cottages, and several former farm buildings.

Campion Hall was built from the plans of Boston architect Stephen Codman, and completed
in 1906. That date is carved on:the lintel of the fireplace in the mansion's living
hall, and the house also appears in the 1906 edition of J.L. Richards and Company's
Atlas of Lawrence, Methuen, Andover and North Andover. ‘ T

Campion Hall has.suffered few alterations since its construction. Early in the twentieth
century a brick and shingle guest house was added to the eastern end, and in 1959 a brick
dormitory wing was built on the west. Within the house itself, the only major change
has been the permanent enclosure of a formerly open porch along the southern elevation
of the building.

The original mansion rises two and one half stories above a plan which is essentially
T-shaped. The stem runs east to west and parallels Great Pond Road, and the cross
piece lies at the eastern end of the stem and extends north to south, At the base of
the stem, on the northern side, a wing of irregular plan and lower height is attached
at an angle.

With its steeply pitched roof, picturesque massing, and informal plan, Campion Hall is
essentially Queen Anne in style. The gable roof over the spine of the main house is

" intersected by three cross-gables, two at the eastern end of the T, and one at the west
over the angled wing. All the major roofs are slightly flared at the eaves, and project
some two to three feet over the faces of the walls beneath. The main roof carries nine
dormers whose semi-octagonal forms are echoed in their roof structure, while the wing roof
supports seven dormers with simple shed roofs.

The exterior wall covering is red brick laid in English bond, accented by blocks of
cream-colored limestone used for sills, lintels, and at most major breaks in the wall
plane. The majority of windows consist of double-hung, single light sash, grouped in
threes in the semi-octagonal bays, or regularly disposed upon sections of wall where the
plane remains unbroken. ‘

The front elevation, which contains the main entrance, is to the north. This entrance,
at the end of the northerly arm of the T, is prefaced by a porte-cochere whose.detr.ﬂls
are the most elaborate found on the exterior of the house. Its open roof framing is
embellished with carving, and the brick and limestone end wall boasts an exuberant
baroque cornice above a wide, pointed-arched window opening. The form o:_E this arch

is subtly echoed in the two-story cross-gabled pavilion on the eastern side of the
angled wing, thus relating the luxuriant detail of the porte-cochere to the more re-
strained masses of the mansion proper.

The interi i1dj i
nterior of the building is replete with fine materials and handsome detail.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Campion Hall (Hardtcourt or the Kunhardt Mansion) was built in 1906 for George E,-
Kunhardt, owner of the George E, Kunhardt Company in Lawrence, Massachusetts. A-
native of New York City, Kunhardt went to' Germany as a young man to study textile '
technology. When he returned to the United States, he came to Lawrence where he
started the mill which eventually made him wealthy and a leader of the textile :
industry. In building his mansion on Great Pond Road, Kunhardt was“emulating other '
textile manufacturers such as Nathaniel and Moses Stevens who had earlier built fine
homes in the general vicinity of Lake Cochichewick,

In addition to his mill interests, Kunhardt was actively involved in the work of the
Associated Industries of Massachusetts, was a member of the Lawrence General Hospital
Advisory Board, and a director of the Merchants National Bank of Lawrence. Kunhardt's
favorite hobby was raising prize livestock, and at his North Andover estate he built
farmers' cottages and livestock sheds for that purpose.

‘The Kunhardt mansion is a highly individualized example of the eclectic architectural
taste which prevailed in America at the turn of the century, Designed by Stephen
Codman, an important Boston architect and good friend of Kunhardt, the building's
planning and much of its form and details are of the Queen Anne style. Other exterior
features, notably the treatment of the wall surfaces, the tremendous overhang of the
eaves, and the baroque luxuriance of the front face of the porte-cochere are drawn not

from the Queen Anne style, but from some of the German buildings which Kunhardt sent
his architect to Europe to study.

In 1937, two years after Kunhardt's death, the estate was sold to the Society of
Jesus, its present owner. The Jesuits built the 1959 addition to the western end of
the mansion for use as dormitory space.
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December 30, 1975

Mr. Charles Herrington, Chief
Registration

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

U.S. Department of the Interior
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Charles:

Enclosed please find two National Register nominations for the following
properties:

1. Lowell, Round House
2. North Andover, Campion Hall

These properties have been voted eligible for submission by the Massachu-
setts Historical Commission (State Review Board) and have been signed by
the State Historic Preservation Officer, Elizabeth Reed Amadon.

Sincerely yours,

4

Ht

Patricia L. Weslowski

Survey Director

Massachusetts Historical Commission
PLW/mw

Enclosures
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Regional Director,
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Assistant Director, Park
Historic Preservation

Mr. Robert M. Utley
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/\%.1,9 Essex County

Also Notified

Hon. Edward M. Kennedy State Historic Preservation Officer
Hon. Edward W. Brooke Mrs. Elizabeth R. Amadon

Hon. Gerry E. Studds Executive Director, Massachusetts
Hon. Michael J. Harrington Historical Commission

Mr. Douglas Wheeler 294 Washington Streat

Deputy Assistant Secretary for Boston, Massachusetts 02103

Fish and Wildlife and Parks
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