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DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED JLORIGINAL SITE 

jj_GOOD —RUINS X_ALTERED —MOVED DATE. 

—FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Bow Street D i s t r i c t i s comprised of seventeen buildings i n a densely se t t l e d , 
older section of the City of Somerville. The d i s t r i c t i s a mixture of r e l i g i o u s , 
municipal, commercial, and re s i d e n t i a l buildings which exemplify the atmosphere 
and character of Somerville's most prosperous era of economic development, the late 
nineteenth century. The structures i n the d i s t r i c t include both brick buildings 
with granite t r i m and clapboard buildings with brackets and other details t y p i c a l 
of the late nineteenth century. 

One of the highlights of the d i s t r i c t i s the Prospect H i l l Congregational Church, 
designed by Henry S. McKay i n 1887. Responsible for having the church b u i l t were 
H. P. Hood, whose o r i g i n a l dairy was situated i n Somerville, and John North, owner 
of the North Packing Company i n Cambridge (the largest meat packing operation east 
of Chicago). Completed the year after architect H. H. Richardson died, the church 
shows the characteristic features of the Richardsonian Romanesque sty l e : rounded 
arches and semi-circular forms, the use of polychromy, and a square tower at one 
corner. The brick building i s trimmed with rusticated granite which i s used along 
the ground level and for the arches, l i n t e l s , s i l l s , s t r i n g course, and transoms. 
The arched entranceway contains short, st y l i z e d Doric columns on either side which 
support a s l i g h t l y recessed arch within the larger arch. The windows are primarily 
leaded glass (with some stained Sjlass) and are set with deep reveals. The square 
b e l l tower to the l e f t of the entrance rises to a pyramidal roof. The tower has 
embedded i n i t a t u r r e t and granite pilasters which continue v i s u a l l y as undulations 
i n the tower roof. On the i n t e r i o r , the main auditorium situated on the second 
flo o r has an open, mahogany trussed c e i l i n g and a circ u l a r seating arrangement. 

Typical of the residences i n the d i s t r i c t i s the Lambert House (1879) which i s one 
of six remaining from the nineteenth century "Doctor's Row." The asymmetrical 
plan, massing,and r o o f l i n e are t i e d together with horizontal and v e r t i c a l "stickwork" 
which frames the windows. The fro n t entrance has a transom supported by posts and 
fi n e l y detailed knee-braces. There are fro n t and back second-floor porches. The 
deep eaves are supported by brackets, and the three gables and six dormers are 
further a r t i c u l a t e d with s c r o l l work and v e r t i c a l board and batten. The two chimneys 
have corbelled and panelled brick d e t a i l . The i n t e r i o r of the house also has 
fine craftsmanship and materials i n i t s mahogany panelling, t i l e fireplaces, and 
stained glass windows. 

The F i r s t United Methodist Church (1856-74) defines the edge of the d i s t r i c t i n 
i t s location at the curve of Bow Street. The brick Gothic Revival church i s 
accented v/ith granite which appears on the buttresses, s i l l s , and foundation. The 
f i r s t f l o o r openings are segmental pointed arches, and the upper ones are lancet 
in form. The windows are leaded, diamond-shaped stained glass. A steeple, which 
once reached ninety feet, was removed aft e r i t was damaged i n the hurricane of 1938. 

The Somerville Police Station (now used as a Boys' Club and American Legion Post) was 
b u i l t i n 1874 and was one of the f i r s t projects of the newly-chartered City of Somer­
v i l l e . The detailed brickwork, paired windows, segmental-arched l i n t e l s , and now 

disassembled mansard roof indicate some lat e r I t a l i a n a t e and Second Empire influence. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Bow Street Historic D i s t r i c t i s s i g n i f i c a n t for i t s strong community of 
j nineteenth century mixed-use buildings, i t s remaining early thoroughfare, i t s role 

i n the American Revolution, and i t s ensuing importance as a center of Somerville's 
development. 

Somerville's settlement began i n 1630 when a branch highway (cart track) was 
b u i l t , extending from Union Square "along the southerly side of the town and 
curving around across the westerly portion t i l i t joined the road to Menotomy." 
(This i s now Bow Street, Somerville Avenue, and Elm Street.) A 1740 map shows 
that the few buildings i n the area were clustered around Bow Street, thus i n d i ­
cating i t s early importance as the center of the community's development. 

"Charlestown Lane" (Bow Street and Somerville Avenue) was well-traveled during 
Revolutionary times, and the d i s t r i c t played a national role i n 1775. On A p r i l 18, 
1775, Paul Revere "started out across Charlestown neck . . . and up Cambridge 
Road (Washington Street) bent on s k i r t i n g Somerville's h i l l s to the south, heading 
up Milk Row (Somerville Avenue) and over Lexington Road." 

Somerville was also the f i r s t town traversed by the B r i t i s h on t h e i r way to Lex­
ington and Concord. They stopped at the house of Henry Adams on Bow Street for 
water (at the s i t e of the present Methodist Church), then proceeded up Charlestown 
Lane on to Lexington. Union Square near Bow Street was the s i t e of t h e i r retreat 
and of several small skirmishes with the colonists, now known as the "Skirmish 
of Milk Row." 

Bow Street took i t s "bowed" form by s k i r t i n g marshland to i t s south. Between 1830 
and 1850, Milk Street continued st r a i g h t through in t o Union Square, replacing 
Bow Street as the main thoroughfare. Thus a sp a t i a l i n t e g r i t y and visual rhythm 
have been allowed to persist, with few modern intrusions to disrupt the streetscape. 

The f i r s t street railway i n the Boston area began j u s t before the C i v i l War, and 
ran between Harvard Square i n Cambridge and Union Square i n Somerville. Street 
railway transportation thrived and opened up Somerville as a prime location for 
people working i n downtown Boston. Somerville became referred to proudly as the 
" c i t y of homes." I t was during t h i s period that Bow Street became known as "Doctors' 
Row." Doctors White, White, and Couch, the founders of Somerville Hospital, made 
th e i r homes and offic e s on Bow Street. More than a dozen doctors had t h r i v i n g 
practices there, and a number of physicians are s t i l l located there. 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION ^j^^ d i s t r i c t extends along the west side of Bow Street, 
running behind the back property lines of numbers 26-68 Bow Street. Along the east 
side of Bow Street, the d i s t r i c t includes numbers 17-49 (including the F i r s t United 
Methodist Church at the comer of Wesley Park, Slimmer Street and Bow Street) , and 
the boundaries run along the back property lines of these properties. 
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#7 - Description; 

Another building which serves to define the d i s t r i c t is the Faulkner Apartment 
Block. This handsome Federal Revival structure was b u i l t before 1900 and i t s 
crescent shaoe r e f l e c t s the curve of the o r i g i n a l seventeenth century road. 
The brick building has granite s i l l s and l i n t e l s and granite keystones i n the 
brick arches over the three entrances. The recessed doorways have simple fanlights 
and are three steps above ground l e v e l . Beneath the paired windows on the t h i r d 
story the brick forms an interesting checkered pattern, projecting from the 
building surface by several inches. The white shutters have been added i n recent 
years. 

#8 - Significance 

The Police Station on Bow Streets stands as one of the f i r s t building projects 
of the newly chartered c i t y of Somerville. The police headquarters were moved 
to a newer building i n 1932, and the o r i g i n a l building i s currently being used 
by the Boys' Club and the American Legion. 

In terms of twentieth century development, with many buildings on Somerville 
Avenue having undergone major destruction or defacing. Bow Street has remained 
a r e l a t i v e l y well-protected pocket of nineteenth century buildings. Along i t 
one finds a comfortable mixture of f r u i t markets, dwellings, churches, apart­
ments and shops. 
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#8 S i g n i f i c a n c e 

The a r c h i t e c t u r e of the Bow S t r e e t D i s t r i c t represents a valuable 
record of the perio d of Somerville's g r e a t e s t growth, the l a t e 
n i neteenth century. A v a r i e t y of styles are represented 
Romanesque Re v i v a l , s t i c k s t y l e , mansard, Gothic R e v i v a l , 
Queen Anne — which provide an important document o f con­
s t r u c t i o n i n the l a s t quarter of the nineteenth century. The 
Doctor's Row grouping on the south side of Bow S t r e e t i s a f i n e 
c o l l e c t i o n of s t i c k s t y l e cottages, and other b u i l d i n g s such 
as the Faulkner Apartment B u i l d i n g are d i s t i n g u i s h e d by t h e i r 
c u r v i l i n e a r design, r e f l e c t i n g the bend i n Bow S t r e e t . While 
some of the b u i l d i n g s , such as Henry S. McKay's Prospect H i l l 
Congregational Church, were designed by p r o f e s s i o n a l a r c h i t e c t s , 
others i l l u s t r a t e f i n e vernacular work of the p e r i o d . As a 
whole the a r c h i t e c t u r a l i n t e g r i t y of the area remains i n t a c t , 
and the d i s t r i c t represents one of the best l a t e n i n e t e e n t h 
century groupings i n a c i t y which has undergone many changes 
and a l t e r a t i o n s . 
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Key to Map: 

1. Prospect H i l l Congregational Church, 1887 
17 Bow Street 

2. Lambert House, 1874 
26 Bow Street 

3. Orcutt House, 1874 
30 Bow Street 

4. Robert Sanborn House, 1874 
34 Bow Street 

5. S. N. Plummer Residence, 1874 
36 Bow Street 

6. Market Building 
38- 40 Bow Street 

7. "The Richmond", 1892 
33-37 Bow Street 

8. F i r s t United Methodist Church 
Intersection Wesley Park, Summer Street, Bow Street 

9. Crumble House, 1874 
42 Bow Street 

10. E. C. Mann House, 1874 
46 Bow Street 

11. Faulkner Apartment Block 
39- 49 Bow Street 

12. Somerville Police Station, 1874 
50 Bow Street 

13. Arnold House, 1874 
56 Bow Street 

14. Bow Street Hotel, c. 1900 
58-68 Bow Street, 365-379 Somerville Avenue 

15. 25-29 Bow Street 
16. 21A and 23 Bow Street 
17. 19 and 21 Bow Street 



































E X E C U T I V E DEPARTMENT 
S O M E R V I L L E , M A S S A C H U S E T T S 

M R S . M A U R E E N S . M I L L I A R D S . L E S T E R R A L P H 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT MAYOR 

October 15, 1975 

Dear Somerville Resident/Community Leader: 

Mayor S. Lester Ralph and the Somerville H i s t o r i c a l Com­

mission are pleased to send you t h i s copy of Union Square Revisi ted. 

Tills booklet , a b r i e f h i s to ry and suggested walking t ou r , is a by-T)roduct 

of research done t h i s summer i n nominating buildings i n that area f o r 

the iJational Register of H i s t o r i c a l Places. 

We hope you are inspired to tour Union So_uare as v e i l as 

otuer sections of Somerville, more aware of architectural clues to 

Somerville's history. 

Sincerely, 

Historical!Projects Coordinator 

ALL AMERICA CITY 
SOMERVILLE.MASS. 







































































Commonwealth of Massachusetts Office of the Secretary 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
294 Washington St, Boston, Massachusetts 02108 (617) 727-8470 

11 December 1975 

Mr. Ward Jandl 
Review Unit 
National Register Office 
National Park Service 
US Department of the I n t e r i o r 
18th and C Streets, NW 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Mr. Jandl: 

y^ 

RECEIVED 

DEC 2 2 1975 

'̂ATIONAL 
REGISTER 

I n answer to your telephone request today fo r further information on 
the a r c h i t e c t u r a l significance of the Bow Street D i s t r i c t i n Somerville, 
Massachusetts, I am enclosing a Continuation Sheet with an elaboration 
of t h i s point. 

I f you require further information, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely yours. 

•\rudy D. Dobbs 
National Register Editor 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

enclosure 
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