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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Stone Building (Cary Memorial Library) faces onto Massachusetts Avenue
(formerly Main Street), one of the principal roads in East Lexington. It is

set back from the road approximately thirty feet and is surrounded by a cir-
cular driveway,

The Stone Building was designed in 1833 by architect Isaac Melvin of Concord
and is said to be his first work, The contractor was John Colby and the car-
penter was Curtis Capell. The building is an impressive example of the Greek
Revival style,

The two-story structure is five bays wide and five bays deep. Its tetrastyle
portico is supported by massive fluted Doric colums, and its front pediment
contains two quarter-circle windows with finely wrought radiating sash. A series
of guttae at the eaves adds further ornament to the pediment. The main focus

of the front facade, and the highlight of the entire building, is the central
entrance. The doorway is surmounted by a fanlight and flanked by sidelights.

The entrance is further enhanced by Greek fretwork and other detail derived from
anthemion and palmette motifs, The second-floor window above the doorway echoes
the sidelights and Greek detail below. Heavy pilasters add emphasis at either
corner of the front facade.

The Stone Building is sheathed with white clapboards, and the dark green shuttered
windows have six over six lights. Three brick chimneys rise from the ridge roof.
The exterior of the building is basically unaltered from its original appearance.
Inside the downstairs floor has been adapted for library purposes, although the
upstairs meeting room remains much the same as when it was used for religious

and political gatherings. j
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The Stone Building, Lexington, Massachusetts (Middlesex County)

Correction:

The Stone Building is located in the Fourth Congressional District.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Stone Building is significant as one of the early centers of free-thinking
and discussion for religious, philosophical and cultural groups in the East
Village of Lexington., The building is also the most elaborate Greek Revival
structure in East Lexington today.

In 1832 Eli Robbins, a wealthy merchant and public spirited citizen of Lexington,
saw the need for a public building in the town where lectures, preaching, and .
. other meetings could be held and particularly where freedom of speech, including

the current anti-slavery point of view, might be allowed.

In the spring of 1833

Robbins engaged Mr, Isaac Melvin of Concord to design a suitable building located
in the "East Village" of Lexington about two miles along the main road from the

Battle Green,

In the same year citizens of the East Village petitioned the Town Meeting to
provide a church and a minister in their own part of town. When no help was
given, they formed the “"Religious Society of the East Village" and in 1835 they

began meeting in the building which Eli Robbins had commissioned,

The pastor of the new religious society was the Reverend Charles Follen who had
been forced to flee his native Germany because of his radical political activities.
In America he became an ardent abolitionist before such views were acceptable in
New England, and as a result he lost his position as professor of German at Har-
vard College, In order to give full expression to his religious, moral, and pol-
itical opinions, Follen turned to the ministry,

After six months of preaching to the Religious Society of the East Village, Follen
was called to Watertown, and he sent as his replacement Ralph Waldo Emerson who

preached in the hall about two years,

Emerson was succeeded by other noted men such

as the Reverend John Pierpont, the Reverend Theodore Parker, and the Reverend
Samuel J, May, The building was also used as a gathering place for a number of
other groups, Amos Bronson Alcott held conversation meetings there, and Henry
Thoreau was said to have considered it as a home for his private school.

In 1851 the building was sold to Abner Stone who lived there with his family until
his death in 1872, After the death of the widow Stone, her daughter, Miss Ellen A,
Stone, offered the town the large house for use as a library.
of its gratitude, the town voted to call the building the ' Stone Building'". It has
been used ever since as a library and is today the East Lexington Branch Library

(Cary Memoria1 Library).
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Mr. Charles Herrington, Chief
Registration

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Department of the Interior
Washington, D.C. 20240

NOV 2 8 1975

NATIOWAL

REQISITER
<O\

Enclosed please find two National Register nominations for the following
properties:

Dear Charles:

1. Lexington, Follen Community Church
2. Iexington, The Stone Building

Originally submitted together as "buildings," the nomination for the Stone
Building and the Follen Community Church was returned to us on June 26, 1975
with the suggestion that the two buildings be nominated separately. These
properties were voted eligible for individual submission on July 8, 1975

by the Massachusetts Historical Commission (State Review Board) and have
been signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer, Elizabeth Reed
Amadon.

Sincerely yours,

£t

Patricia L. Weslowski
Survey Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission
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4 March 1976

Mr. Charles Herrington

Chief, Registration

Office of Archeology and Historic
Preservation

National Park Service

US Department of the Interior

18th and C Streets, NW

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Charles:

Please consider the following amendment to the National Register nomination
forms for the Follen Community Church and the Stone Building (ILexington,
Massachusetts, Middlesex County) which were submitted to you November 11,
1975:

The Congressional District is the Fourth Congressional District
and not the Fifth.

Under redistricting a few years ago, the town of Lexington was divided and
became part of two different districts, and this fact was only recently
pointed out to us.

Continuation sheets for each nomination stating the correction are enclosed.
Sincergly yours,

v

Patricia L. Weslowski
Survey Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission
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