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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Puritan House (1810) is located in downtown Gloucester Center at the corner
of Main and Washington Streets. Its main facade faces Gloucester Harbor and the
rear extension stretches up the hill on Washington Street. The Puritan House

is situated near the commercial district, although it is separated from it by

a vacant lot and a number of intrusions.

The principal section of the building facing Main Street is four stories with a
six-bay facade. The building is brick and sits on a granite foundation which is
nearly a full story in height. The central doorway on Main Street is arched
(originally with fanlight) as is another entryway on Washington Street. The roof
of the main section is a hip roof and has two brick chimneys. There are dentils
at the eaves. 5\,?:

The rear portion of the building (also built in 1810) provides additional hotel
rooms and echoes the treatment of the main section. This part of the building

is also brick, but is only three stories. Another addition on the northeast side
of the building was built around 1905 and is of wood construction.

On the interior, the main lobby is approached by a stairway leading from the

Main Street entrance. The most striking feature of the lobby is the winding
staircase which goes to the third floor. Just off the lobby on the east side of

the building is a room approximately 20 feet by 30 feet which has a nicely appointed
marble fireplace. On the Washington Street side of the lobby is another room

with two brick fireplaces at either end of the west wall.

The floors above are divided into rooms used for lodging in the old inn. Most
of the original molding and wainscoting survives and many of the rooms have
elegant fireplaces with carved mantels.

At the present time the Puritan House is unoccupied, although preservation work

is now in progress. The windows are boarded, but the original shutters are stored -
in the attic for future replacement on the facade. Although much work needs to

be done on the building, it has been found to be structurally sound, and its reha-
bilitation will prove to benefit greatly the downtown area of Gloucester.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Puritan House is significant as one of the first brick buildings in Gloucester
and as the first hotel in the community. Standing on a prominent spot overlooking
Gloucester's inner harbor, the Puritan House (Tappan's Hotel or Atlantic House as it
was first known) was certainly the most impressive hotel in the vicinity at the time
of its construction. With forty-five rooms for guests, it had the capacity to serve
a city ten times the size of the little fishing village of Gloucester. Therefore,
its erection was no small source of amazement to the inhabitants there.

When the Puritan House was built, there were only two brick structures in town -=- a
fort-keeper's house at the fort point and an old gunhouse on High Street. The new
four-story hotel became the most significant brick building in the area and a fore-
runner of the brick commercial buildings which followed on Main Street. The Puxitan
House was one of the few buildings to escape a disastrous fire of 1830.

The hotel was built by Colonel James Tappan of New Hampshire. Tappan was a school
teacher, one of whose students was Daniel Webster. Tappan employed a large force of
workers to excavate the foundation, during which a solid ledge was encountered. The
task of cutting through this rock brought about such added expense that Tappan was
forced to borrow money to complete the venture.

In the late nineteenth century the hotel was owned by John Mason, a surveyor of Cape
Ann. Both Tappan and Mason served as representatives from the area to the State
Legislature.

One of the famous occupants of the hotel was Winslow Homer who stayed there in 1873.
In the nineteenth century most of the important social functions of the community were
held in the large building.
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