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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Groton Inn is located in the town center of Groton. Set back about 60 feet from Main
Street, the Inn sits atop a gentle slope shaded by large elm trees. It is flanked on
the east by a landscaped parking lot and the grounds of ILawrence Academy and on the
southwest by residences. The Groton Inn is the focal point of the town's local historic
district which was established in 1965.

Although the Inn is composed of three major parts dating from the mid-eighteenth century
to 1840, it nevertheless presents the impression of a harmonious whole. The two-story,
white clapboard building has a ridge roof with brick chimneys painted white with black
tops. The facade (southwest) facing Main Street is ten bays wide and has a one-story
porch (1840) extending the width of the facade. There are two doors, each flanked by
paired windows. The black shuttered windows have six-over-six lights, and the six dormers
in the roof above have eight-aver-twelve lights.

The southeast side of the Inn reveals more clearly the additions which have contributed to
the formation of the building. On the gable end of the Main Street section is a one-story
enclosed porch (1930, known as the Dodge Porch) with a flat roof and windows with fifteen
lights arranged in groups of four. Extending perpendicularly is a long ell to which is
appended a four-bay ell with a one-story shed roof section. Another rear addition (20th
century) runs parallel to the Main Street facade.

The first part of the Groton Inn was probably built in 1723 (but possibly as early as 1706
‘or as late as 1748) in the form of a half-house constructed by Samuel Parker. The house
was enlarged by Reverend Samuel Dana in 1761, and the wainscotting in the present lobby
dates from this period as does the hand-printed French wallpaper recently uncovered in an
upstairs room.

A second building was joined to the back (east side) of the Dana House in the 1790's and
is probably the town's third meeting house which was erected in 1714. Architectural evi-
dence of this origin is found in the remains of the high pulpit and in the irregular
fenestration along the sides of the building, reflecting the custom of the pew-owners'
installation of their own ventilation.

A third building was added onto the north side of the Dana House in 1840. This structure
may have been the Richardson Tavern which was built in 1678 and originally served as a
dwelling and garrison house. Evidence pointing to the seventeenth century origins can be
found in the vaulted inn ballroom ceiling and structural details in the attic. The
"rocking porch" and the former windows on the Main Street facade were also added during
the 1840 renovation. The porch columns are made of mahogany and may have been salvaged
from the gallery of the First Parish Church (1754) which was damaged by fire in that year.

Also on the grounds of the-Groton Inn are three outbuildings: a barn, an annex, and a \\
brick garage (1914). \
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Groton Inn is significant for its long history as an inn and as a prominent architec-
tural element in the center of Groton. Architecturally, the building is of particular
interest because it is composed of three of the town's historic structures.

The original owner of the land on which the Inn stands was the Reverend Samuel Willard,
proprietor and first minister of Groton. It was here that Samuel Parker first built his
small house, which was later enlarged in 1761 for the use of Reverend Samuel Dana. A
minister of loyalist sentiments, Dana was forced out of his ministry in 1775.

On the east side of the Dana House was added what was probably the town's third meeting
house, erected in 1714, on the site of the First Parish Church and moved in 1754 when
the church was built.

In 1840 a third building was joined onto the north side of the Dana House. This building
is said to have been the Richardson Tavern, which was originally constructed in 1678 on
the site of the present Baptist Church as the residence of Reverend Gershom Hobart.

The Hobart House was built by Indians and it served as a garrison house during King
William's War (1689-1697).

Use of the building as an inn began around 1780 under the ownership of Captain Jonathan
Keep, when it was known as Cap'n Keep's Tavernstand/ In 1798 the inn was under the
management of Isaiah and Joseph Hall, and from 1825 to 1840 the establishment was run
by the Hoar family and known as Mr. Hoar's Hotel. It was then acquired by Daniel Hunt
who ran Mr. Hunt's Hotel until 1852, with a brief hiatus when it was operated as a tem-
perance house by Thomas Treadwell Farnsworth. J. Nelson Hoar, and later his three
daughters, managed the place from 1854 until the turn of the century. The daughters -
changed the name from The Hoar House to Central House, and one can see why. In the
present century the Groton Inn has had nine additional owners and has continued to oper-
ate as an inn except for two relatively brief periods when it was a private guest house
and subsequently stood vacant for a short time. The name "Groton Inn" dates from the
turn of the century.

The list of historic persons who left their names on the Inn's register is very long
and includes Iongfellow, President Ulysses S. Grant, Luther Burbank, Andrew Carnegie,
Henry Ward Beecher, Julia Ward Howe, President Grover Cleveland, and Alice and Eleanor
oosevelt. William Howard Taft stayed at the Inn on Election Night, 1908, when he de-
feadted William Jennings Bryan.

N

continued



FIMA]JOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Butler, Caleb. History of the Town of Groton. Boston, Press of T.R. Marvin, 1848.

Green, Samuel A. Groton Historical Series. Town of Groton, 1887-99. 4 volumes.
Green, Samuel A., ed. Early Records of Groton, Massachusetts, 1662-1707. Groton, 1880.
May, Virginia A., diarist. Groton Town Diary, Volume XIV, 1968. Unpublished.

[DJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 8.32 acres
UTM REFERENCES

Al1,9] |218 93,00 471200 4 0 ool Ll.e Lo bed b o ]

ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHlNG

lJlllJJllIllll] Dl]ll ll g1

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

STATE CoDE COUNTY CODE
[S1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
Judy D. Dobbs, National Register Editor, and Georgess McHarque and Anthony Hars,
ORGANIZATION DATE
Massachusetts Historical Commission May 13, 1976
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE .
294 Washington Street 617-727-8470
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Boston Massachusetts 02108

ESTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:
NATIONAL __ STAIEY .- LocaL 2

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). |
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park

Seryi
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE gé\ aé{d /7 z{) 7’,” (L(’d[”\/

TITLE : ; !/ DATE ?’}4 < G
Executive Director, Masgachusetts’ Historical Commission d/ /3 / 76

FOR NPS USE ONLY

| HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THI/PROPXE CLUDED Il THE NAJWONAL REGISTER

. DATE E.2.7¢
EEPER OF THE NATlONAL REG&STER i o

GPO 892.453



Form No. 10-300a
(Rev. 10-74)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

FOR NPS USE ONLY

receivep MAY 24 1976
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM pateenterep AUG 3 1976

CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 8 PAGE 1

#8:

In addition to its long-time function as an inn, the Groton Inn has also been used
simultaneously for other purposes. From 1797 to 1847 it was the meeting place of St.
Paul's Masonic Lodge, whose installation ceremonies were performed by Grand Master Paul
Revere. Masons have acknowledged it as the nation's oldest Masonic meeting place. The
Groton Inn was also an important stagecoach stop in its location at the convergence of
routes to Boston, Fitchburg, and Lowell, Massachusetts; Keene and Nashua, New Hampshire;
and Burlington, Vermont. It was also part of the Underground Railway, and an under-
ground tunnel formerly led to one of its outbuildings from the Waters House on the
grounds of Lawrence Academy. At various times it was the site of selectmen's meetings,
sessions of the probate court and in 1846 of the locally famous "Railroad Meeting"
which brought about the separation of Groton Junction (now the town of Ayer) from
Groton proper in preparation for the arrival of the new railroad.
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The Groton Inn
Groton, MA

Thomas Sartini, photographer
1976

Mill Street, Groton, MA 01450
Looking north at facade.

Photograph #1 +/ ¢ MAY 24 1976

Svetaliae) Cs AUG 3 1976

The Groton Inn
main front
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The Groton Inn
Groton, MA

Georgess McHargue, photographer
1976

26 Hollis Street, Groton, MA 01450
Looking northwest at the "Dodge Porch"

Photograph #2 </ MAY 24 197

it tlicey €. J 1976
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The Groton Inn
Groton, MA

Georgess McHargue, photographer
1976

26 Hollis Street, Groton, MA 01450
Looking north and side elevation.

Photograph #3 «/ ¢
MAY 24 1978

AUG 3 1/0
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The Groton Inn
Groton, MA

Georgess McHargue, photographer
1976

26 Hollis Street, Groton, MA 01450
Garage. Building #1 on sketch map.

Photograph #4

MAY 24 1978
Swedideans Co AUG 3 1976
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The Groton Inn
Groton, MA

Georgess McHargue, photographer
1976

26 Hollis Street, Groton, MA 01450
The Annex. Outbuilding #2 on sketch map.

Photograph #5
MAY 24 1976

Swelh P AUG 3 1976
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The Groton Inn

Groton, MA

Georgess McHargue, photographer
1976

26 Hollis Street, Groton, MA 01450
Barn. Outbuilding #3 on sketch map.

Photograph #6 «/ ¢
7 MAY 24 1975
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May 17, 1976

Mr. Charles Herrington, Chief
National Register

National Park Service

US Department of the Interior
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Charles:
Enclosed please find nomination forms for the following properties:
1. Groton, The Groton Inn

2. Lancaster, Nathaniel Thayer Estate
3. Manchester, The New Hampshire

These properties have been reviewed by the Massachusetts Historical Commission
(State Review Board) and have been signed by the State Historic Preservation
Officer, Elizabeth R. Amadon.

The Groton Inn property is endangered so we request that you expedite its
consideration.

Singerely yours,
it
Patricia L. Weslowski

Survey Director

PIW/mw
Enclosures
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1. cALL Bj T0o; [_| FROM (Name) 2. ADDRESS (Tel. No. if needed)

?ﬂ/ w%éwof/' WWM)/WK/W %A’?/é’/// 6‘27774"‘9«;/.‘0_,

8, SUBJECT, PROJECT NO., ETC.

Grotn Yomam

4. DETAILS OF DISCUSSION

J/‘wmﬁa 426):07 d&'—/cvf nclitual /aecjs}yw/ 91 2e

)/ﬂ,)%wm/‘ A, m%e/)\/ bt ne %@w /4,7<,Z/d/v(“”:7//

V07 - ) ohite Wlie w0 waBog S W e f o Foritin.
// 5’4 4 //%/ J’7/ o Grnalon

NAME OF PERSON PLACING/RECEIVING CALL TITLE OFFICE

?z% éjﬂwwmﬂ-’

GPO 897-.848






622252% 9¢¢7éégfe§%;z&aﬂazyv
_— Um %ﬂacfz@&//é %/o/f/ca/ %mm&.'uabﬂ
e%/e/a/y o// Me 2.9—/ %}/é/y/ﬂ/& e.%‘&é/ :%J/o/&, %&J@&/ﬂdﬁ/fj 2708

Conmonwealtd (677 787-8470

6 July 1976

Ms. Bess Grosvenor

National Register of Historic Places

Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
National Park Service

U.S. Department of the Interior

Washington, D.C.

Dear Ms. Grosvenor:

I have enclosed the sketch map that you requested that shows the three sections

of the Groton Inn, Groton, MA. I hope that this will answer any questions that you
may have concerning this nominations. If I can be of any further assistance please

contact me.

Si cerely,

V

J: seph R. Orfant
National Register Editor
Massachusetts Historical Commission

enc.
/jro



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE MASSACHUSETTS

1976
Date Entered AUG J
Name Location
Groton Imn Groton

Middlesex County

e,
Also Notified
Hon. Edward M. Kennedy State Historic Preservation Officer
Hon, Edward W. Brooke Mrs. Elizabeth R. Amadon
Hon, Paul Tsongas Executive Director
R‘gioml Dir.ctor’ North Massachusetts Historical Commission
Atlantic Region 294 VWashington Street

Boston, Massachusetts 02108

!PR MMott/row 8/4/76

INT: 295075
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GROTON — roton Ion  Use of ihe building as an ion function as an inm, :
on Main Stre€ as been Dbegan about 1780 under the 1on has also been used:
recently accepted for inclusion ownership of Capt. Jonathan simu‘@ancously f
in- the National Register of Keep, whenit became known as ses. From 1797 10 1847 it wasy
Historic Places, according to “Cap'n. Keep's Tavernstand.” {he meeting place of - Pa““'si
ctate Secretary Paul Grzak In 1798, the inp Wwas nder the Masonic Lodg& whose,.1B-%
chairman of the commission, . management of Isaiah and - stallation  Cer emonies  Werey
who was SO notified by Gray . Joseph Hall, and from 1825 fo erformed DY C-rgmd Master
Everhardt, director - of the 1840 the establishment was Pzul Revere. Masons claim it is¢
National Park Service in the operated by the Hoar Family '!he oldest Masonic meeling

T
¥

U S. Department of the Interior. ~and was known as Mr. Hoar's - Place® the country. X
It is significant for its long Hotel. - S > . The Groton Inn was 2lso an
history as an inn and as 2 . 1t was _then acquired by jmportant stege coach stoP in i
prom'ment architectura\ Daniel Hunt who ran Mr. Hunt's jts location at the convergence
clement in {he center of Groton. Hotel until 1g52, with a brief ©f routes to Bostom Fitchburg\
Architecturally, {he building is hiatus when jt was run as @ and  Lowell] Keene andi
of parlicular interest because it temperance house DY Thomas Nashua, N.H., and purlington, i
is composed of three of the Treadwell Farnsworth. 3. V. i
tewn'sh‘.s‘wric structures. Nelson Hoar,andlater his three it was alse 2 part of the"
The original owner of the land daughters, mnanaged the place “underground railway” and 2n
on which the inn stands was the from 1854 until the turd of the underground tunnel formerly -
ev. samuel willard, century. Jed to cne of the owibuildings
proprietor Znd first minister of The daughters changed the from the Y-aters House on the
- Groton. 1t was here that gamuel name {ram the Hoar Bouse to gr(nunds of Lawrence Academy.
parker first huilt his small Central House- At vericus tiems it was the

house, which was later enlarged in the present century, ihe site of selectmen’s meetings,

jn 1761 ior the use of Rev. Groton 1nn has had nine 2d-

p

Semuel Dafa. A minister of Gitional owners and has con- and, in 1336 © the locally
Joyalist <enliments, Dana was tinued to operate as &1 ipn  Jamous “railrcad meeling’
forced out of his ministry in  except for iwo relativey prief which prought about the
1775. F periods when it was a privale separation © Groton Junction
On the east side of the Dana. guest house and cubsequently (now the town of Ayer) irom
House ¥as added what was stood vacant for a short time. Groton proper in prepara'.’mn
probably the town's {nhird The name «Groton Inn” dates for the arrival of the ncwW ,

meetinghouse, crecied in 1714,  from {he turn of the century: railroad. .
on the site of the First Parizh Famous Guests

Churceh and movead in 1754 when . The list of notebles who left
the church was b
Duilt By

{heir nameson the inn's register
js very lengthy and includes !

puilding Was come of the best Lnown [igurss
!, H ‘.' cte

.orth side of \ne In jcan history 7
Dan ic huilding 1 Lor ow, Presi
said ¥ L r purbar

Luthe

Carncgie, enty war
Julia ywezrd HCWE,
Cieveland, Alice &n ¢
Rocsevelt.. william Howard
Taft stayed at the inn on elec-
tion mnight, jepg, when he -
gefeated yrilliam Jennings

4 El

Hiem

ion to 1ts long-time
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GROTON — While the Groton Board of
Health is seeking the state's approval for a
kitchen and dining room for the Groton Inn,
the Main Street establishment has been ac-
cepted for inclusion in the National Register of
Historic Places. 4

The nomination was made by the NIas-
sachusetts Historical Commission.

The announcement came from the office of
Secretaryof the State Paul Guzzi and also in-
dicated that the nomination becomes signifi-
cant for its long history as an Inn and “as a
prominent architectural element in the center
of Groton.” B ’ - :

Meanwhile, the board of health, acting 2s a
member of the Nashoba Associated Boards of

Health, has forwarded a copy of the kitchen -

.plan to the state Department of Public
Health’s regional office.

According to the plan, the Inn's kilchen will
bz remodeled, suitzble grease traps will be in-
stalied and the septic syst=m will bz equipp=d
to handle 3,900 gallons of waste per day.

MR. AND MNrs. Stuart Bowen zre the rew
owners of the Inn decpite the zbsance of =n of-

Bowens or Mcrument Federal Savings and
Loan Association, the formmer cvonzr's
morigagor.

Tke Bowens have hired a civil enzinczring
firm, Charles A. Perkins Co. of Clinton, to plan
a new kitchen at the 293-year-old Inn. In 2 Ict-
ter on file with the board of hezlih, the,
engineers determined: ‘“‘that kilchen vracste’
may be accepted into the (septic) cysicm so
long as the total flowage into the system does
rot exccad that shown on the plans apzicved

by {hz sizle Department of Envircrim=nial |

Quzlity Enzineering and so leng as a LHly

designed grease trap is inslalled ¢z the |
58

A%

. J,.‘N::b

wer from the kitchen area.”

T2 GTOTION Bozrd of Hezlth forvwerde
the plans to the regional office of the Depart-

ment of Putlic Heslth hzcavse (he local
hoerd’s ““sznitlarizrs feel that zpproval frem
yorr ofic e) of the kilchzn-diring
room-tzies at this i Teiz will
1.5 =iy
res of 22
-

Ti :n to
€z E34

e g g

s —
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et e

not excced that shown on the plans apzroved
by the state Department of Envircnm=ntal |
Quality Engineering and so long as a iy
designed grease trap is installed ¢z the
building sewer from the kitchen area.”

The grease trap, the engineers expiain,
veuld lower the temperature of kitchen vzste i

and float to the surface.”
" THE GPOTON Board of Health forwarded
plans to the regional office of the D
ment of Public EHe
boerd’s “conitari
your office (the
’ . -
Too! m is in

v
he

4 e~

icte-a naw kitchen, (3) craduct it as a family
~ oparation with Stuart Bowen, Lenore Bowen,
the'r two children and-Mrs. Bowen's mother,
i (4) cook food on the premises, (5) install a sap-
i tic system not to excead 4,00 gallons per day,
'l (6) reduce the space for guests from 30 to 14,
(7) live on the premises, prezumably in th2
separate family dwelling at t!

: 2
{ capacity from previous estimatzs of 230 £ 40,
{ according to the board of health.

i ;

The original ownzr of the land on which the

[ Inn stands was the Rev. Samusl Willard,

| proprietor and first minister of Groton. It was

| here that Samuel Parker first built his small

| house, which was later enlargad in 1751 for the

use of Rev. Samuel Dana. A minister of

i loyalist sentiments, Dana was forced out of his
ministry in 1775. i

ON THE East side of the Dana House was

{ added what was probably the town’s third

. meetinghouse, erected in 1714, on the site of

. the First Parish Church and movad in 1754
when the church was builf. :

-In 1840, a third building was joined onto the
North side of the Dana House. This building is
said to have been the Richardson Tavemn,
which was originally constructed in 1678 on the
site of the present Baptist church as the
residence of Rev. Gershom Hobart. The
Hobart House was built by Indians and it"
served as a garrison house during King Wil-

i - liam’s War (1689-1637). .

Use of the building as an Inn began about

. 11780 under the ownership of Capt. Jonathan

Keep, when it became known as ““Cap’n.
Keep’s Tavernstand.” In 1798, the Inn was un-
~der the management of Isaiah and Joseph
Hall, and from 1825 to 1840 the establishment
was operated by the Hoar Family and was
known as Mr. Hoar’s Hotel. It was then ac-
quired by Daniel Hunt who ran Mr. Hunt’s

- Hotel until 1852, with a brief hiatus when it

was run as a temperance house by Thomas
Treadwell Farnsworth. J. Nelson Hoar, and
later his three daughters, managed the place
from 1854 until the turn of the century. -

THE DAUGHTERS changed the name from -
The Hoar House to Central House. LA
.In the present century, the Groton Inn has
had nine additional owners and has continued
* to operate as an Inn except for two relatively °
brief periods when it was a private guest house
and subsequently stood vacant for a short
time. The name ‘“Groton Inn" dates from the

Beviion Sl A% LTOLE R RN
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fair Ounexcavated Oexcavated Z[JNOT APPLICABLE-7 @O NOT APPLICABLE-8 Z O NOT APPLICABLE- ©
@ACCESW\IES-Restricted [J YES =Unrestricted [J No Access [JUnknown [@ADAPTIVJ, use OJYES DNU]@ SAVED? [JYES TlS PROPERTY A HISTORIC DISTRlCT?DyeSM
7
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@8 architectural style(s): @)architect: ' IW@ engineer:
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@NAMES give role & date Poet Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, presidents Ulysses S. Grant\,prrover Cleveland,AW1111am Howard Raifi
PERSONAL:  authors Henry Ward Beecher and Julia Ward Howe, Alice and Eleanor Roosevelt, business magnates Luther Burbank and

} Andrew Carnegie all have been guests at the ka Inn. 7
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36. National Register Write-up: ® railway; scene of many local government=-related activities incltuding-the 1846
" Railroad Meeting' which led to the separation of Groton Junction (Ayer) from.Groton.
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