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B DESCRIPTION 
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED ^ORIG INAL SITE 5. . 

_GOOD —RUINS X_ALTERED —MOVED DATE 

X_FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

~ " DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Groton Inn i s located i n the town center of Groton. Set back about 60 feet from Main 
Street, the Inn s i t s atop a gentle slope shaded by large elm trees. I t i s flanked on 
the east by a landscaped parking l o t and the grounds of Lawrence Academy and on the 
southwest by residences. The Groton Inn i s the focal point of the town's local h i s t o r i c 
d i s t r i c t which was established i n 1965. 

Although the Inn i s composed of three major parts dating from the mid-eighteenth century 
to 1840, i t nevertheless presents the impression of a harmonious whole. The two-story, 
white clapboard building has a ridge roof with brick chimneys painted white with black 
tops. The facade (southwest) facing Main Street i s ten bays wide and has a one-story 
porch (1840) extending the width of the facade. There are two doors, each flanked by 
paired windows. The black shuttered windows have six-over-six l i g h t s , and the six dormers 
i n the roof above have eight-over-twelve l i g h t s . 

The southeast side of the Inn reveals more clearl y the additions which have contributed to 
the formation of the building. On the gable end of the Main Street section i s a one-story 
enclosed porch (1930, known as the Dodge Porch) with a f l a t roof and windows with f i f t e e n 
l i g h t s arranged i n groups of four. Extending perpendicularly i s a long e l l to which i s 
appended a four-bay e l l with a one-story shed roof section. Another rear addition (20th 
century) runs p a r a l l e l to the Main Street facade. 

•The f i r s t part of the Groton Inn was probably b u i l t i n 1723 (but possibly as early as 1706 
or as late as 1748) i n the form of a half-house constructed by Samuel Parker. The house 
was enlarged by Reverend Samuel Dana i n 1761, and the wainscotting i n the present lobby 
dates from t h i s period as does the hand-printed French wallpaper recently uncovered i n an 
upstairs room. 

A second building was joined to the back (east side) of the Dana House i n the 1790's and 
is probably the town's t h i r d meeting house which was erected i n 1714. Architectural e v i ­
dence of t h i s o r i g i n i s found i n the remains of the high p u l p i t and i n the irregular 
fenestration along the sides of the bu i l d i n g , r e f l e c t i n g the custom of the pew-owners' ^ 
i n s t a l l a t i o n of t h e i r own v e n t i l a t i o n . 

A t h i r d building was added onto the north side of the Dana House i n 1840. This structure 
may have been the Richardson Tavern which was b u i l t i n 1678 and o r i g i n a l l y served as a 
dwelling and garrison house. Evidence pointing to the seventeenth century origins can be 
found i n the vaulted inn ballroom c e i l i n g and s t r u c t u r a l details i n the a t t i c . The 
"rocking porch" and the former windows on the Main Street facade were also added during 
the 1840 renovation. The porch columns are made of mahogany and may have been salvaged 
from the gallery of the F i r s t Parish Church (1754) which was damaged by f i r e i n that year. 

Also on the grounds of the Groton Inn are three outbuildings: a barn, an annex, and a \ 
brick garage (1914) . 'i^ 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Groton Inn i s s i g n i f i c a n t for i t s long history as an inn and as a prominent architec­
t u r a l element i n the center of Groton. A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y , the building i s of particular 
interest because i t i s composed of three of the town's h i s t o r i c structures. 

The o r i g i n a l owner of the land on which the Inn stands was the Reverend Samuel Willard, 
proprietor and f i r s t minister of Groton. I t was here that Samuel Parker f i r s t b u i l t his 
small house, which was la t e r enlarged i n 1761 for the use of Reverend Samuel Dana. A 
minister of l o y a l i s t sentiments, Dana was forced out of his ministry i n 1775. 

On the east side of the Dana House was added what was probably the town's t h i r d meeting 
house, erected i n 1714, on the s i t e of the F i r s t Parish Church and moved i n 1754 when 
the church was b u i l t . 

In 1840 a t h i r d building was joined onto the north side of the Dana House. This building 
is said to have been the Richardson Tavern, which was o r i g i n a l l y constructed i n 1678 on 
the s i t e of the present Baptist Church as the residence of Reverend Gershom Hobart. 
The Hobart House was b u i l t by Indians and i t served as a garrison house during King 
William's War (1689-1697). 

Use of the building as an inn began around 1780 under the ownership of Captain Jonathan 
Keep, when i t was known as Cap'n Keep's Tavernstand^' In 1798 the inn was under the 
management of Isaiah and Joseph H a l l , and from 1825 to 1840 the establishment was run 
by the Hoar family and known as Mr. Hoar's Hotel. I t was then acquired by Daniel Hunt 
who ran Mr. Hunt's Hotel u n t i l 1852, with a b r i e f hiatus when i t was operated as a tem­
perance house by Thomas Treadwell Farnsworth. J. Nelson Hoar, and later his three 
daughters, managed the place from 1854 u n t i l the turn of the century. The daughters " 
changed the name from The Hoar House to Central House, and one can see why. I n the 
present century the Groton Inn has had nine additional owners and has continued to oper­
ate as an inn except for two r e l a t i v e l y b r i e f periods when i t was a private guest house 
and subsequently stood vacant for a short time. The name "Groton Inn" dates from the 
turn of the century. 

The l i s t of h i s t o r i c persons who l e f t t h e i r names on the Inn's register i s very long 
and includes Longfellow, President Ulysses S. Grant, Luther Burbank, Andrew Carnegie, 
Henry Ward Beecher, J u l i a Ward Howe, President Grover Cleveland, and Alice and Eleanor 
oosevelt. William Howard Taft stayed at the Inn on Election Night, 1908, when he de-
f e ^ e d William Jennings Bryan. 

continued 
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hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 

criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Seryic^ 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE 

TITLE [/' DATE Y)^ CL-il / 3 Kl 7/  
Executive Director, Massachusettsr Historical Commission / ' J ' ) ' ' ^ fa 

%.\nc * * o c r\fc*t: \ j ' I 7 ' 

[died fCiU^ dnvyL^(^r^ 

GPO 8 9 2 . 4 5 3 



Form No 10-300a 
(Rev 10-74) 

U N I T t D STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

RECEIVED MAY 2 4 197$ 

DATE ENTERED AUG 3 1976 

CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 8 PAGE 1 

# 8 : 

In addition to i t s long-time function as an inn, the Groton Inn has also been used 
simultaneously for other purposes. From 1797 to 1847 i t was the meeting place of St. 
Paul's Masonic Lodge, whose i n s t a l l a t i o n ceremonies were performed by Grand Master Paul 
Revere. Masons have acknowledged i t as the nation's oldest Masonic meeting place. The 
Groton Inn was also an important stagecoach stop i n i t s location at the convergence of 
routes to Boston, Fitchburg, and Lowell, Massachusetts; Keene and Nashua, New Hampshire; 
and Burlington, Vermont. I t was also part of the Underground Railway, and an under­
ground tunnel formerly led to one of i t s outbuildings from the Waters House on the 
grounds of Lawrence Academy. At various times i t was the s i t e of selectmen's meetings, 
sessions of the probate court and i n 1846 of the l o c a l l y famous "Railroad Meeting" 
which brought about the separation of Groton Junction (now the town of Ayer) from 
Groton proper i n preparation for the a r r i v a l of the new ra i l r o a d . 
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P A U L G U Z Z I 

S^cAe/a/^ e>^ /j/.e 

May 17, 1976 

6^ S^^y>^eia^ 

ey^a33acXu:ie//d ^^'d/o/'t'ca/ 'ioomm/SMo/i' 

Mr. Charles Herrington, Chief 
National Register 
National Park Service 
US Department of the I n t e r i o r 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Charles: 

Enclosed please f i n d nomination forms for the following properties: 

1. Groton, The Groton Inn 
2. Lancaster, Nathaniel Thayer Estate 
3. Manchester, The New Hampshire 

These properties have been reviewed by the Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
(State Review Board) and have been signed by the State Historic Preservation 
Officer, Elizabeth R. Amadon. 

The Groton Inn property i s endangered so we request that you expedite i t s 
consideration. 

Sincerely yours. 

Patricia L. Weslowski 
Survey Director 

PLW/mw 
Enclosures 
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(Nov. 1966) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

WASHINGTON OFFICE 

T.. I^x.'-yc'l-i:^ /Worf F=0LL0W.UP SLIP D... -7/1 /-/C 

/hu f i . SH-Po A 

BE FILED Signature 
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ey^ad:iacXu-de//d e3^]i/o/'eca/ ^^ommtMio/i 
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6 J u l y 1976 

Ms. Bess Grosvenor 
National Register of Hist o r i c Places 
Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 
National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the I n t e r i o r 
Wa shi ngton, D.C. 

Dear Ms. Grosvenor: 

I have enclosed the sketch map that you requested t k a t shows the three sections 
of the Groton Inn, Groton, MA. I hope that t h i s w i l l answer any questions that you 
may have concerning t h i s nominations. I f I can be of any further assistance please 
contact me. 

Sincerely, 

Joseph R Orfant 
National Register Editor 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

enc. 
/ j r o 

- ^ 1 -1 
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Mrofon Inn 
pieced 
naJion 

. GROTON — While the Groton Board of 
Health is seeking the state's approval for a 
kitchen and dining room for the Grofon Inn, 
the Main Street establishment has been ac­
cepted for inclusion in the National Regi.>'cr of 
Historic Places. ' 

The nomination was made by the Mas­
sachusetts Historical Commission. 

The announcement came from the office of 
Secretary'of the State ifgul Guzzi and also in­
dicated that the nomination becomes signifi­
cant for its long history as an Inn and "as a 
prominent architectural element in the center 
of Groton." 

Meanwhile, the board of health, acting as a 
member of the Nashoba Associated Board? of 
Health, has forwarded a copy of the kitchen 
plan to the state Department of PuBlic 
Health's regional office. 

According to the plan, the Inn's kitchen will 
t3 rem.cdeled, suitable greare traps will be in­
stalled and the septic system will be equipped 
to handle 3.900 gallons cf waste per day. 

MR. AND Mrs. St'j^rt EDWcn ̂ re Ihs r.iw 
owners of the Inn despite the absence of ?r; of­
ficial announcement of its sale from eith r̂r C.'.e 
Bowens or Monument Federal Savings ar.d 
Loan Association, the former c rsr's 
mortgagor. 

The Bowens hive hired a civil c-.-rl.tti.-it g 
firm, Charles A. Perkins Co. of Clinton, lo plan 
a new kitchen at the 293-year-old Inn. In 2 let­
ter on file with the board of he?!th, thê  
ei;̂ ir.ecrs determined: "that kitchen vasts' 
in;;y be accepted into the (septic)'syitcm so 
long as the total flowage into the system dô s 
not excied that shown on the plans appic\"ed 
by lli2 s'.ste Department of Enviroi'trr-ntal 
Q.'tilily Eti^inearing and so iG.-jg as a ';iy 
d:-;ig,ned grease trap is inrtalled c.i the 
I xlilv.g se vsr from the kitchen area." 

Ti:e grease trap, the er.fii.eers e.^j/iain, 
v.c'.'id lower the te~per.^fur3 c: kitcl'i.t 
"to EIIOIV ar.v grease to co.Tie cut of e.:i_hion 
a-d P.r'-A to "the surface." 

GrOTON Bo=rd of Health forvrardsd 
'h3 jlans to the regional office of the Dipart-
ii'cnt of Pub'ic 
r cjtro s "xit^ 

llh h:-cau3e the !::?.! 
t-rs feel that appro-ai ftc.-n 

yô .T offics (the jlaie) of the kitchin-c'i.-ing 
roorn-;;\c.-n is ir. order at this ti.-.v2. ' i i ':: v.ill 
i.v-:;r:'ati C.e l:'i:r:g of V\= no c:r';.g_: • 
rc=tric';rn cn Ihs plrr.s and in y^ur hlte: 2D 
^b-iirr'l-zT !&'4." 

• Ths B:v.;r,s, 2'V.'inchesler topple, p'm to 
re-:, ir I'e Gj.t-n Ii.n h-rl 'li - .r>t 
i(i-ir.:-i, i dr.'.^ T:M:i. : .zi U.i-A. 2 : n-
r . U f f b r.9W I ! ! f h f . n i % \ r-.n-"..r-! it ; ; i , 
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AUG 2 7 1976 

MASS. HIST. COMM. 





NR Data 
DATE: 1 y U V h 

Rfvluwur I N I T I A L ; ; : S k i 

DOE AUG 1970' 

N A M E AS IT APPEARS IN FEDERAL REGISTER: ^ ^ ^ O ^ X f ^ ^ 

OTHER NA -̂ES: - . J U ^ ^ J ^ . y c c t ^ > ^ ^ ^ , > ^ ' / t . 

L O C A T I O N : 

STREEI4 NUMBER TQ^O^ S l^U^ CH^^ / I T ' 

OTY.TOWN ^ ^ . < ^ ^ ; < i T X CONGBESSIONAL DISTRICT ' 

ADMINISTRATOR(underline) 

COUNTY c o d e 
. VIONITY OF 

OWNER OF PROPERTY! (Circle) ^^RIVATE^ STATE LOCAL GOVT MUNICIPAL COUNTY OTHER 

FEDERAL(AGENCY NAME): 

MID ATLANTIC SOUTHEAST MIDWEST 

VreST PACIFIC NORTm̂ EST 

NPS REGION: (CIRCLE) (N.ATLANTIC 

sotmtvrEST ROCKY MOUNTAIN 

F E A T U R E S : I^^^ERIOR EXTERIOR ENVIRONS 
_Substantially intact-1 _Substantially intact-2 —Substantially intact-3 

unknown - k unknown .-5 unknown -6 
_ not applicable - 7 — not applicable - 8 _ Not applicable-9 

—.Interior, exterior, environs not intact-0 
_DETERIORATED _ U N A I T E R E D k-ORIGINAL SITE C O N D I T I O N - -EXCELLENT 

_ g O O O _ R U I N S >iJVLTEREO —MOVED 

v ^ ^ B —UNEXPOSED -Reconstructed —Unknown 
_Dnexcavatef! —Excavated 

ACCESS - (^Yes- res t r ic te4_ , ̂  

historic district 

Yes-unres t r i c ted No access 

YES 

YES 

Unknown 

WITHIN KATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT? 
IF YES, NAME: 

WITHIN NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK? 
IF YES, NAME: 

YES 

ADAPTIVE U S E ; YES •0 Saved ? YES NO 

F U N C T I O N ( S ) : (use vocabulary words) 

then- isŝ j.*^ 
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36. National Register Write-up: » railway; scene of many rdcaT government-related a c t i v i t i e s including-the 1846 
" Railroad Meeting" which led to the separation of Groton Junction (Ayer) from £roton. 


