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i DESCRIPTION ^ 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Ihe Hyde Hovise is a large, vemactilar Georgian style dwelling. I t was biailt in 1792 
and is located at 14A West Park Street in a residentially zoned area near the center 
of Lee. Ihe hotjse is set well back from the street witli a landscaped lawn in front 
and large trees surromding the sides and rear. 

Ihe original hotise, ̂ «Mch forms the central part of the current hotise, is b i j i l t on 
a fieldstone foundation. I t is of wood frame, plank construction and covered with 
four inch clapboard. Ihe gecinetric shape of the hoî se is rectangular; the facade is 
syimietrical with five bays of nine over nine windows and the center entrance on 
the f i r s t floor, and six over six windows on the second floor. Ihe doorway is graced 
with fluted pilasters and capped with a triangular pediment. Ihe door itse l f is 
not original. I t was reprodiaced according to an original design, but made wider 
to meet f i r e safety regulations. Ihe hovise is two and one half stories, with a 
medixm h e i ^ t pitched roof that is pierced by two dormers. 

Ihe interior design of the original house has been altered considerably. On the 
f i r s t floor, the original symnetrical layout of the rooms along a central hallway 
has been changed. Ihe two front rooms remain, but the central staircase has been 
removed and the partitions that formed the back rooms have been taken out to create 
one large room. Paneling has been put on the walls, doors have been changed and 
large planks have been put across the bottom of the f i r s t floor windows. However, 
the original detail remains around the ceilings and fireplaces in many of the rooms. 

. During the nineteenth century, the house was used as a boarding school as well 
as a residence, a large rear addition was biailt. Ihe f i r s t floor of this addition 
housed the "school room" and the second floor contained the small bedrooms of the 
students. Ihese roans remain virtually unaltered. Ihe staircase in the rear addi­
tion was taken from an eighteenth century house in Sandisfield, Massachxjsetts. I t 
consists of two staircases, eight feet four inches apart, vfcich meet at a landing. 
Fron the landing, a single staircase rises to the second floor. Ihe garages at the 
rear of the house and the seven foot, one story additions on the sides of the original 
house were b t j i l t in the 1930's. . - -

Ihe original house and additions are painted red with ^ l i t e trim. This color scheme 
and the choice of similar bioilding materials throughout the house, give i t a 
physical, i f not stylistic, tnity. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Ihe Ifyde House has played a significant role in the educational and religious l i f e 
of the town of Lee. I t has served as the rectory of the First Congregational Chijrch, 
a boys' boarding school and a private residence. Architecturally, the Georgian style 
Hyde House is also noteworthy, reflecting the tastes of an ei^teenth century 
clergyman and town. 

Ityde House was built in 1792 by Reverend Alvan Hyde, the f i r s t settled minister of 
the Lee First Congregational Chtirch. Upon the death of Reverend Hyde, the hoijse 
was inherited by his son, Alexander Hyde. In 1837, Alexander opened a school in the 
house called "Ifyde Park Family Boarding School for Boys." Ihe large addition at 
the rear of the hoijse was b\ailt to accommodate the school. In 1867, the boarding 
school closed and the house was again used only as a private residence. I t was owned 
by the Hyde family un t i l 1967, when the house was given to the na^ly fomded Lee YMCA. 

Both Alvan and Alexander Hyde played significant roles in the early history of Lee. 
As the f i r s t settled minister of the town, Alvan, whose ministry in Lee spanned 
forty-one years, had an important impact on the religious l i f e of the comnunity. -
Alexander played an active role in the establishment of the schools in the town. 
He was instnmental in the founding of Lee Acadeniy vhich later became Lee High 
School. His cwn boarding school attracted boys from New York, Boston and Chicago 
and included F.D.R. 's father James Roosevelt and Arthur Gihnan, a well-kncwn educator 
vho was one of the fomders of Radcliffe. Alexander also served as the f i r s t president 
of the Berkshire Historical and Scientific Society, contributed weekly articles on 
scientific agriculture to the New York Times, and was asked to be president of Massa­
chusetts Agricultural College at Anherst - the present Iftiiversity of Massachusetts, 
an invitation he declined. In 1880 he was elected to the Massachusetts Legislatxtre, 
and died a year later in Boston vhile attending a legislative session. 

Architect:urally, the original hoijse is Georgian in style and one of the best preserved 
bxaildings in the tcwn of Lee. Ihe eighteenth century house can be clearly distin­
guished from the later additions. It illustrates well several characteristics /[O 
of the Georgian style: a symnetrical five bay facade, lowhigggd--reof, and a classical . '( 
doorway capped with a triangular pediment. l^JM^^ 

The house is currently the property of the Lee YMCA. Ihe Ifyde family gave the house ' "̂̂ ^ 
to the YMCA with the understanding that i f at any time the YMCA no longer wishes to 
have the property, i t w i l l be rettimed to the family. Ihe statanent that accompanied 
the g i f t also specified that no changes be made on the exterior of the house. 
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