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The Quaker Meeting House is located within the Maple Street Cemetery in the western part of
the town of Adams. According to town records, it was constructed sometime between 1781
and 1784. The simple two-story clapboard building measures 36% feet by 28% feet and has

a ridge roof and brick chimney on the west end. The facade (south) facing Maple Street

has double doors for separate entry by men and women. On either side of the doors are
single windows with twelve-over-twelve lights and wooden shutters. Directly above these
windows are corresponding windows on the second floor, these having nine lights.

The frame of the Meeting House is mostly oak and original, but the exterior clapboards
have been replaced over the centuries. Photographs taken c. 1900, c. 1955, and c. 1970
indicate that replacement has been an ongoing process. Judging from the type of clap-
boards (butt-joined) and nails used, it is likely that some portions date from the mid to
late 19th century, while the remainder are of mixed recent dates.

The roof is slate and appears to date from the late 19th century or early 20th century.
The original roof was probably covered with wood shingles.

The foundation of the Meeting House was of field stone and existing evidence indicates
that it was shallow, as there is no basement or excavated area beneath the structure.
Some time in the 1930's, however, the remains of the stone foundation were removed and a
concrete foundation poured around the structure.

fThe interior of the building has been essentially untouched, and the interior wooden sur-
faces show no major deterioration after 200 years.

The plan of the Meeting House is divided for separation of men and women. On the first
floor the division consists of eight feet of fixed partition with a door near the main
entrances and elsewhere of movable paneled sections, one hinged at top and four sliding
up. The dividing wall on the second floor consists of one-inch wide pine boards fixed
in position. The first floor is nine feet high and the second floor is eight feet. The
total area on both floors for men is ten square feet more than for women. Seating con-
sists of rows of benches. There is one fireplace on each floor, located on the west
(women's) side. There is no evidence of the use of paint on the building.
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The Quaker Meeting House in Adams is significant as one of the few remaining examples of
eighteenth century Friends meeting house architecture and is important for its associa-
tions with the early settlement and history of Adams.

The town of Adams (originally East Hoosuc) was settled soon after 1769 by a groﬁp of
Quakers, most of whom were from Smithfield, Rhode Island and nearby Dartmouth, Massachu-
setts. The Friends soon owned nearly all the farms in the valley. They worshipped for

a time in their homes, usually in that of Isaac Killey, and in the early 1780's built the
present meeting house. The adjacent cemetery was used by the Friends for a considerable
period before the Meeting House was built, and not until 1797 was the land formally
deeded by Isaac Killey, John and Patience Lapham, John Russell and James Lapham, to John
Lapham and John Wells who held it for a brief period before turning it over to the So-
ciety of Friends.

The Quaker Meeting House was constructed so that men and women could hold separate meet-
ings. There were two outer doors for separate entrances and movable partitions allowed
for privacy during the separate meetings. In the religious service the partitions were
raised. Women sat on the left (west) side where they received the benefit of the fire-
place. On the elevated seats were seated visiting preachers and leaders, including
Hannah Hoxie, a talented preacher who occupied the high seat on the women's side for
many years. Since there were no evening meetings, there was no provision for lighting
the building. On Sundays, when there were two services, those coming from a distance
brought their lunch and stayed to both services.

The highway past the Meeting House was originally an Indian trail, known as the Pontoosuck
Path, which connected with the Mohawk Trail in the north part of the valley. It is now
appropriately called Friend Street. One of the early settlers on this road was David An-
thony, whose family occupied a prominent place in the town and whose great-grandaughter
Susan B. Anthony became a national and world-wide figure. A famous suffragist, Susan B.
Anthony no doubt developed her concern for temperance and freedom for women from her
Quaker heritage.

The Friends worshipped in the Adams Quaker Meeting House until they moved to western New
York. - The Meeting House is now under the care of the Adams Society of Friends Descendants
and serves as their annual meeting place. It is owned by the town which also cares for
the burial ground in front of the Meeting House where the pioneer Friends rest in their
unmarked graves.

The architectural significance of the Quaker Meeting House lies in its virtually unal-
tered and well-preserved interior which continues to illustrate a people and way of life
important in the history of Adams.
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May 19, 1976

Mr. Charles Herrington, Chief
Registration

National Register

National Park Service

US Department of the Interior
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Charles:
Enclosed please find nomination forms for the following properties:

1. Adams, Quaker Meeting House

2. Lancaster, Lancaster Industrial School for Girls
3. Lynnfield, Meeting House Common District

4. Weston, Reverend Samuel Woodward House

The Quaker Meeting House in Adams was determined eligible by the Secretary
of the Interior on February 5, 1976. Therefore, the photographs and other
material used in making that determination are already in your office and
should be incorporated with the enclosed material which has the required
USGS map and signature of the State Historic Preservation Officer.

The other properties were reviewed by the Massachusetts Historical Commission
(State Review Board) and have been signed by the State Historic Preservation
Officer, Elizabeth R. Amadon.

Sincerely yours,

d?f;’ xﬁd-lsb
Patricia L. Weslowski A £ )
Survey Director /557 RECHVED 2
©7 may 26 976 =
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Also Notified

Hon. Edward M. Kennedy State Historic Preservation Officer

Hon, Edward W. Brooke Mrs, Elizsbeth R, Amadon

Hon, Silvio 0. Conte Executive Director

Regional Director, North Massachusetts Historical Commission
Atlantic Region _ 294 VWashington Street

Boston, Massachusetts
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; ADAMS - guakgrl Meetlng House #
at Maple Street Cemetery In Adams

will be listed on the National Register
of Historic Places.. -
That announcement came today

~from " Paul _Guzzi, segretary of the

" Gary Everhardt,

.

commonwealth, on notification by
director of the
NationalParkServlce. :

Acceptance of the 18th century
Friends Meeting House for listing on
the register means the town is eligible
to receive federal funds through the
Dept. of Interior for maintenance of
the structure, said Michael R, Shay, a

- member of both the: bicentennial:

commission and' the historical

* . commission,

The application for National
Register status was filed a year and a
half ago.-. )

Final steps on the path to the

.designation began in May after Mass.

Historical Commission received a
recommendation for register status
from David Hart, director of the
Society for the Preservation of New

Danland A wbiaad

lan i

AM1 N et W P
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Mr, Hart had toured the mceting
house with bicentennial
commissioners in September 1975, His
report to the bicentennial commission
said, "‘All efforts should-be made to
save the Quaker Meeting House,"

Federa! grants for repair work on
the buildiny have been delayed hy a
request for clarification of grant
expenditures for last year, Release of
the money is expected after that
hurdle is ¢!eared in Boston;

Mr, Guzzi's letter announcing the
National Register designation said,
“The meeting house is significant as
one of the few remaining examples of
18th century J'riends Meeting House
architecture and is important for its
association with the early settlement
and history of the Town of Adams.
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“The architectural significance of
the Quaker Meeting Honse lies in its
virtually unaltered and well-
preserved interior which continues to
il'ustrate a people and a way of life
important in the history of Adams,

“The frame of the building s mostly
oak and original, but the exterior
claphoards have heen replaced over
the centuries, The roof is slate and
appears o date from the late 19th or
carly 20th century — the original roof
was probably covered with wood
shingles: The foundation was of field
stone and evidence indicates that it
was shallow. The interior of the
Meeting flouse has been essentially
pntouched, and the interior wooden
surfaces show no major deterior a'xm\

after 200 years," /
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SIGNIFICANCE:(maxmum two sentences)
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