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DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED X-UNALTERED XORIGINAL SITE 

X.GOOD —RUINS —ALTERED —MOVED DATE 

—FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The P i t t Clarke House, b u i l t i n 1797, faces east on t h i r t y acres of f i e l d s and woods a 
short distance from the town center. A two-and one-half story clapboarded Georgian 
structure, i t has a f i v e bay facade with a center entrance flanked by p i l a s t e r s . Above 
the door i s a fan l i g h t with a broken pediment. The fenestration, with twelve-over-
twelve sash on the f i r s t f l o o r and eight-over-twelve above, i s regular with the excep­
t i o n of the south side where there i s an extra window on the f i r s t f l o o r . The ridge 
roof has two i n t e r i o r end chimneys. A single story e l l housing the kitchen area i s 
attached to the southwest corner; a wood shed extends from the kitchen with an entrance 
between the two. A t h i r d entrance i s at the rear of the house. A two-story barn and 
single story shed comprise the outbuildings located behind the house. The plan of the 
i n t e r i o r i s simple with four rooms flanking the central s t a i r h a l l on the f i r s t and se­

cond f l o o r s . Each :poom has i t s own fireplace. j_ , ,..j.::-;i,.v.i ;iVf -•'f->'.'on •• •. . •-

In 1950 the P i t t Clarke house was acquired by the present owners. As the house has been 
altered l i t t l e , a minimal amount of restoration was done. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The P i t t ' Clarke House i s s i g n i f i c a n t a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y to the comiBunity as an example' 
of the early custom that required a community to provide the land and housing for i t s 
minister. The house was constructed i n 17 97 as a parsonage for the Reverend P i t t 
Clarke, t h i r d minister i n Norton. The parishioners did the work of clearing the land 
and cutting the luraber for the construction of the house. They then b u i l t the house, 
dug the w e l l , and put up the stone walls that s t i l l surround the house and f i e l d s . 
The house was used as a parsonage for the forty-two years that Reverend Clarke served 
as minister. 

A graduate of Harvard and a well-known educator. Reverend Clarke shared his learning 
with the Norton community. He tutored Harvard students i n his home, and prepared younger 
pupils for college. He served as the f i r s t l i b r a r i a n i n Norton. Along with his min­
i s t e r i a l duties and teaching services, he ran a productive farm. 

In 1856 Nathaniel Freeman bought the house and f i f t y acres that went with i t . The 
Freeman family held the property for ninety-four years and continued to farm the land. 
During t h e i r ownership the house was altered very l i t t l e . I n 1950 the present owners 
purchased the P i t t Clarke house and restored and preserved the i n t e r i o r s . 

The house, with i t s simple Colonial lines and i n t a c t r u r a l setting i s an important visual 
reminder of Norton's past. 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

The property i s bounded on the northeast by the west side of Mansfield Avenue, on 
the south by the back l o t lines of the properties on P i t t Clarke Road, on the west by 
the Norton Resevoir, and. on the north by a line extending southwest from a point 
on Mansfield Avenue 600 feet north of the P i t t Clarke House to the Resevoir. 
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7. 

The physical evidence i n the construction suggests that the e l l and the shed to 
the rear of the house are original. An account written by Jennie Copeland, the grand­
daughter of the second owner of the house, supports the physical evidence. She 
stated i n an article i n the 1950 summer issue of SPNM*s Old Time New England 
that "In addition to the wood needed for the nine fireplaces, he |_Pitt Clarke] 
required i t for fires to heat two brick ovens for baking for the smokeroom 
where he cured his meat, and also for the f i r e under the set boiler used on wash 
days and at butchering time," At present there are eight fireplaces i n the 
house i t s e l f and one i n the e l l , the same number mentioned by Ms. Copeland 
i n her SPNEA. ar t i c l e . The brick oven and the set boiler are also s t i l l intact. 

The house has only changed hands twice since i t was b u i l t . Since the second 
owners, the Freemans, "Changed nothing and never failed to t e l l visitors that this 
was where P i t t Clarke lived" (Copeland*s SPNEA article) and the present owners 
only undertook minor restoration and modernization, i t seems probable that the 
e l l i s original. 

10. 

The property i s bounded on the northeast by the west side of Mansfield Avenue, 
on the south by the back l o t lines of the properties on P i t t Clarke Road, on 
the west by the Norton Reservoir, and on the north by a line extending northeast 
from point D on the shore of the reservoir (approx. 600 feet north of point C) 
to point A on Mansfield Avenue, approx. 600 feet north of the P i t t Clarke House. 
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P A U L G U Z Z I 

6^ ^ f y / e i o / f ^ 

June 15, 1976 

Ms. Mickey Lutz 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior •'' 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Mickey: 

Enclosed i s the additional information you requested for the P i t t Clarke 
House i n Norton. I f you have any questions, please give me a c a l l . 

I have also enclosed some pictures of the Locks and Canals Yards, i n 
the Locks and Canals Historic District i n Lowell. The Yards burned 
a while ago, but we would l i k e tokeep them i n the d i s t r i c t . Quite a 
b i t of original fabric i s l e f t , and plans are being developed to 
stabilize the existing buildings. Would you give the pictures to the 
appropriate person? Thanlcs. 

Cordially, 

Christine Boulding 
Preservation Planner 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 
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Pittl-larke House oecepted 

in Register© f Histonc PIG 
NORTON PitL Clarice Jlouse ' at, 42 

Mansfield Ave.rNorton, nominated for 
inclusion in .the National Register of , 
Historic Places by the Massachusetts ,-
Historical Commission, .haŝ  been ac­
cepted. , -M . : • ' • 
- State Secretary Paul Giml̂ chalrroan, 
of the commission, was Informed of the 
move by Gary Everhardt, director of the 
National Park Service in the United States 
Department of the Interior. . ' , ' 

The house is significant architecturally 
to the community as an example of the 
early custom that required a community 
to provide the land and housing for its 
minister. The house was constructed in 
1797 as a parsonage for the Rev. Pitt 
Clarke, third minister in Norton. The 
parishoners did the work of clearmg the 

land and cutting the lumber for the con-
' struction of the house. They then built the 
house, dug the well, and put up the stone 
walls that still surround the house ana 

. fields. The house was used as a parsonage 
for the 42 years that Ilev. Mr. Clarke 
served as minister. 

, A graduate of Harvard and a well-
, known educator, Rev. Mr. Clarke shared 

his learning with the Norton community. 
• He tutored Harvard students in his home, 

and prepared younger pupils for college. 
He served as the first librarian in Norton 
Along with his ministerial duties and 

' reaching services, he ran a productive 

Tn 1856, Nathaniel Freeman bought the 
house and the 50 acres of land that went 
with it. The Freeman .family held the 

AUG 2 7 1976 

MA^^, HIST, cosm 

propoerty for 94 years and contimied to 
t̂ arm the land. During their ownership̂  
house was altered very little. In 95 , he 
present owners purchased the Pitt Clarke 
House and restored and preserved the 
interior. 

The house faces East on 30.acres oi 
fields and woods a short distance from the 
center of town of Norton. A two and a hall 
story clapboarded Georgian structure, it 
has a five bay facade with a center en­
trance flanked by pilasters, Above the 
door is a fan light with a broken pediment. 

The plan of the Interior is simple with 
'four rooms flanking the central stairhall 
on the first and second floors. Each room 
has its own fireplace. 
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