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The Angle Tree Stone is situated in a small clearing in a wooded area which is
surrounded by agricultural land. There are no roads in the immediate vicinity;

the Stone is reached by a narrow right of way through the fields. It was erected
in 1790 to mark the place where a tree had stood which identified the place where
the boundary between the Massachusetts Bay and Plymouth colonies changed direction.

The Angle Tree Stone is a slate shaft fourteen feet high, two feet wide and four
inches thick. A circle carved into the top of the shaft is the only ornamental
feature. The face of the north side of the circle has "Massachusetts Colony"
inscribed on it; "Plymouth Colony" is inscribed on the south side.

The following inscription is cut into both faces of the shaft: "This monument,
erected by order of the government to perpetuate the place on which the late
station or angle tree formerly stood. The commissioners appointed by the old
colonies of Plymouth and Massachusetts to run out and establish this line in
1664 were Robert Studson, Constant Southworth, Josias Winslow, Jos. Fisher,
Roger Clapp and Eleazer ILusher. They began this work on the 10th day of May,
the same year, and marked a tree then standing on this spot, it being 3 miles
south of the southern most part of the Charles River. ILemuel Kollok, Esq. was
appointed agent to cause this monument to be erected. By an order of the
General Court the Selectmen of the towns of Wrentham and Attleborough were present
viz: Samuel Fisher, John Whiting, Nathan Hawes, Nathan Comstock and Nathaniel
Ware, Esquires of Wrentham. From this stone the line runs due west the extent
of the Commonwealth. Done at Wrentham the 29th day of Nov. 1790, by Samuel
Fisher and Son."

The stone has begun to deteriorate through exposure to the weather and because

of vandalism. , The slate has begun to spall at the edges, and graffiti has been
scrawled across the surface. An iron railing was erected around the Angle Tree
Stone to try to protect it from vandals and souvenir hunters. The fact that the
stone is 1solated.protects it to a certain extent from malicious damage because

it is so hard to find, but its isolation also means that it is difficult to police.

Potential plans for the Angle Tree Stone include the development of a small
park around the stone, with interpretive materials available for educational
purposes.
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The Angle Tree Stone marks a significant site in Massachusetts, and has gained,
through its antiquity, significance in its own right as a monument.

The Stone is located on the boundary between the old Massachusetts Bay Colony -
and Plymouth Colony established by the land grant given to the Massachusetts Bay
Company by Charles I in 1628. The southern boundary of the Company's domain was
designated as three miles south of the southern end of the Charles River. As
the inscription on the stone states, Robert Studson, Constant Southworth, Josias
Winslow, Jos. Fisher, Roger Clapp and Eleazer Lusher were appointed as commissioners
in 1664 to survey the boundary between the Massachusetts and Plymouth colonies.
These commissioners marked a tree where the stone now stands, to identify the place
three miles south of the southern end of the Charles River where the boundary
changed direction from south west to due west, and runs into the Rhode Island
border.

The General Court of Massachusetts, in Chapter 37 of the Resolves of 1790,
directed "that a stone monument be Erected on the Southerly line of the 01d Colony
of Massachusetts in the Place where the Tater Station or Angel (sic) Tree

formerly stood." and further resolved that "Lemuel Kollock Esqr be a Committee to
cause the said Monument to be erected."

The line which was surved by the commissioners in 1664 now marks the boundary
between Norfolk County and Plymouth and Bristol Counties. The location of the
Angle Tree Stone is easily identified on any map which shows this boundary,
because it is located at the only angle and change of direction on the entire line.
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Angle Tree Stone

‘Historic Place’

PLAINVILLE — The Plainville
Historical Commission has
reported that the Angle Tree
Stone has been accepted by the
National Park Service for listing
in the National Register of
Historic Places.

Confirmation of the listing was
received Thursday in a letter
from both Paul Guzzi, secretary
of the Commonwealth, and
Elizabeth Reed Amadon, state
historic preservation officer.

All historical areas in the’

National Park System, together
with those properties eligible for
designation as National Historic
Landmarks, are of national
significance and thus qualify
automatically for the National
Register. . )
Properties of state or local
significance are nominated by a
state liaison officer appointed by

the governor and are placed on
the Register on approval by the
National Park Service. It was
through the efforts of the
Plainville Historical Commission
that the Angle Tree Stone was
nominated and then accepted for
this honor.

AUCTION

Sat., Feb. 14- 10 A.M.
at the VFW Hall
Eastside Road, Wrentham

Antique and clossic furniture, tables,
chairs, pine commode, maple twin
bedroom set, braided rugs, glassware,
china, many other household items.
AUCTIONEER =
DICK BERGMAN

384-3629
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