
DATA SHEET 
Form 10-306 
(Oct. 1972) U N I T E D S T A T E S D E P A R T M E N T O F T H E I N T E R I O R 

N A T I O N A L P A R K S E R V I C E 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

FOR FEDERAL PROPERTIES 
(Type all entries - complete applicable sections) 

\ t NAME 

S T A T E : 

Massachusetts 
C O U N T Y ; 

Barnstable 

FOR NPS USE O N L Y 
E N T R Y D A T E 

9 H ;a7g 

C O M M O N : 

Penniman, Edward, House No. 35-77; Barn No. 35-78 (Cape Cod NS) 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

same 
2 LOCATION 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : ' / • , 

F o r t H i l l and Governor France Roads 
C I T Y OR TOWN: 

Eastham i < 
C O N G R E S S I O N A L D I S T R I C T : 

Twel th 
S T A T E : CODE C O U N T Y : CODE 

Massachusetts 25 Barns table 001 
3, CLASS t n CATION 

CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

I I D i s t r i c t ^ B u i l d i n g 

[ 3 ] Site Q St ruc ture 

• O b j e c t 

OWNERSHIP 

B Public 
I I P r i va te 

• Both 

P u b l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

I I In Process 

i I Be ing Cons ide red 

S T A T U S 

I I O c c u p i e d 

U n o c c u p i e d 

P rese rva t i on work 

in progress 

A C C E S S I B L E 
TO T H E P U B L I C 

Y e s : 

I I R e s t r i c t e d 

I I U n r e s t r i c t e d 

B N o 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

\ 1 A g r i c u l t u r a l 

I I Commerc ia l 

I 1 Educa t i ona l 

I i En te r ta inment 

I ( Government 

I 1 I ndus t r i a l 

• M i l i t a r y 

I I Museum 

I I P r i va te Res idence 

I I R e l i g i o u s 

( 1 S c i e n t i f i c 

I 1 T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Q Comments 

• Other (Specify) Hnn Rft : Kyh 1 h i t 
i n p l a c e ; 

Exterior viewing only 

4. AGENCY 

%tional Park Service 
REGIONAL HEADQUARTERS: (II applicable) 

North '.tla-afcic Ho -̂ion 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Bosuon 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

150 Causeway S t r e e t 
S T A T E : 

Massachusetts 25 
5* LOCAT)OK OF L«6AL DESCRIPTION 

C O U R T H O U S E , R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S , E T C ; 

Courthouse, Barnstable, Massachusetts 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N ; 

Barns tab le Massachusetts 001 

(,. REPRESENTATION IN EXtSTlMG SUftVEYS 
TITLE OF SURVEY: j j ^ g House and Barn , CACO No. 35-77 and No. 35-78, Mass.  
S ta te (HABS) No. 693 and 699 

a . 

D A T E O F S U R V E Y 1962 g Federa l State I I County • L o c a l 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 

m 
z 
H 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

I n t e r i o r Building 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Washington, D.C. i l 

\ 



7. OESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 
r~| Excellent • Good 

( C h e c k O n e ) 

Fa i r Q De te r io ra ted • Ru ins [ I Unexposed 

( C h e c k One) 

E A l t e r e d • U n a l t e r e d 

( C h e c k One) 

Q Moved ( 2 O r i g i n a l Si te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i l k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

Located on the soutJi side of Fort H i l l road near the intersection of 
Fort H i l l Road and Governor Prence Road, and 1/4 mile east of U.S.Mid-Cape 
Highway 6, the Captain Edward Penniman House i s a two and a half story 
frame house i n the Second Empire French style with a matching barn to the 
rear. The house i s rectangular and faces west, and i s surrounded by r e s i ­
d e n t i a l planting. The building i s painted yellow with white t r i m and has 
a red roof, striped. This was a siamptuous whaling captain's home of 1867, 
known h i s t o r i c a l l y as the " f i n e s t house i n Eastham." 

The house has been painted several times, and p r i o r to recent outside 
restoration, was badly " a l l i g a t o r e d . " Removal of t h i s old paint revealed 
colors similar to those used i n recent restoration. A l l d e n t i l work was 
removed, scraped, repainted and replaced. .: 

Over-all dimensions of the house are 40'-5" on the west and 34'-7" 
on the south. The foundations are of f i e l d stone topped with granite. The 
walls are of frame construction with clapboards on the exterior. The 
main f r o n t door on the west side has a pa1?ch with Corinthian columns, f l u t e d 
shafts and pressed wood capi t a l s . The rear or east door has a plank stoop. 
The house has two centralized red brick chimneys. 

The f r o n t door of the house i s a heavy wooden door with an 
arched top and two v e r t i c a l etched glass panels i n the top ha l f . The rear 
or east door i s also heavy, but has a f l a t top, and one panel of glass. A l l 
windows on the f i r s t f l o o r are the same size and a l l of the windows on 
the second f l o o r are the same size with those on the f i r s t f l o o r s l i g h t l y 
larger. These windows have 2/2 l i g h t double hung sash. I n the NW bay 
there are some colored glass panels. A l l windows are equipped with ex­
t e r i o r blinds, but only a few.pn the ground f l o o r remain. . /1 , • • 

Roof is a mansard type. The lower level is covered with wood shingles 
that at one time were painted in red with brown stripes (restoration has 
followed this style). The cornice and eaves are heavy and rich in detail. 
There are dormers for all of the second floor windows—these are rich in 
details, with pilasters and scrollwork. The cupola is octagonal with 
arphed . windows on all sides. . i M,:-:t\\.;< . 

House i s set on an a r t i f i c i a l terrace on the south side of Fort H i l l 
road. Ornamental wood fence i n f r o n t (west). There was at one time a 
high f l a g pole i n yard. A t u r n s t i l e , not replaced, once existed beneath 
the whale jaw-bone gateway. 

The barn, located j u s t southeast of the house, was constructed about 
1800. I t has three f l o o r s , mansard roof, but omits r i c h l y detailed brack­
ets and d e n t i l mouldinga at the cornice and quoin blocks at f i r s t f l o o r cor­
ners. Wooden brackets, l e f t over from the house construction, were used 
at the corner of the wood shed. 

Section of second f l o o r extends over a slope to the south, forming 
the f i r s t f l o o r cover which housed a carriage and s t a l l s f o r horse and cow. 

Significance: 2nd Order 
Longtitude and Latitude: See Section 10 
Acreage: 1. Surrounding new growth woods and f i e l d s owned by Fed.Gov. 
Recommended treatment: Preservation, exterior, which includes painting on 

a 4 year cycle, a l l windows and doors kept i n repair, and roof kept free 

from leaks - $850 annually. P a r t i a l Restoration of House: 
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8. SJiSNIFJCANCE 
PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

\ I P r e - C o l u m b i a n 

• 15th Centu ry 

I I 16th Cen tu ry 

• 17th Centu ry 

I I 18th Century 

[ x ] 19tb Centu ry 

• 20th Century 

SPECIFIC DATEISI (U Applicable and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

A b o r i g i n a l 

I I P r e h i s t o r i c 

X P • • • m ] H i s t o r i c 

I I A g r i c u l t u r e 

' - A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• Art 

r3 t Commefca 

[~1 C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 

I I C o n s e r v a t i o n 

[ I E d u c a t i o n 

m F • • J I [ t n g i n e e r i n g 

I I I ndus t ry 

1 1 I n v e n t i o n 

I 1 L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

I \ L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t o r y 

• Mus i c 

• P o l i t i c a l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i ­

l osophy 

I I Sc ience 

1 I Scu lp tu re 

1 i S o c i a l / H u m a n ­

i t a r i an 

I I Theote r 

1 I T ranspo r t a t i on 

r x j i 
I I Urban Planning 

[ 3 Other (Specify) 

Whaling Cap ta in ' s 
Home. 

z 
o 
I -

u 

LU 
Ul 
1/1 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The a r t of whaling originated on Cape Cod, and the a r t and business 
reached i t s peak i n the mid-19th century. Like most whaling captains, 
Penniman operated out of New Bedford, being i n charge of several vessels 
during his long l i f e t i m e . He chose to r e t i r e i n Eastham, and b u i l t t h i s 
house i n 1867. Penniman undertook whaling voyages to both southern and 
Arctic l a t i t u d e s , being absent some 4 years at times. 

Penniman was born i n 1831, one of 11 children. He went to sea at 
eleven. His fourth whaling voyage took place i n 1860 i n the Minerva» 
After retirement, Penniman undertook a business venture i n Chicago, l o s t 
money, and returned to whaling f o r a time. On one South A t l a n t i c t r i p , 
gone 3 years, he came back with 4200 bbls. of o i l , one of the largest hauls 
ever to port at New Bedford. His wife, Betsey Knowles Penniman, accompanied 
her husband on some t r i p s — ( h i s wife was born i n the house d i r e c t l y across 
the street from the Penniman House). His seventh and l a s t voyage was 
1881-1884 i n the Jacob A. Howland, a three year's voyage to the Arc t i c . 

Penniman was a t y p i c a l whaling captain. Records show that he never 
l o s t a vessel i n his command. He died i n 1913, and his son, Eugene, carried, 
on the work f o r a short time. 

The r e a l significance of the house l i e s i n three factors: The unique 
appearance of the house (plans were said to have been brought back from 
France by Penniman, personally), the f a c t that t h i s i s the only whaling 
captain's house i n Eastham, and i t i s the only one inside the Seashore 
boundaries. 

Restoration of the i n t e r i o r w i l l depend on public interest and 
a v a i l a b i l i t y of funds. Much Victorian f u r n i t u r e (some of i t from t h i s 
house) i s stored at the Seashore. The i n t e r i o r of the house i s very p l a i n 
with the exception of the captain's den, a red-flocked wallpaper and fancy 
q u i l t - t r i m room which w i l l require much money and time to restore. 



9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Historic American Building Survey (HABS) 

Historic Structures Reports, Architectural and H i s t o r i c a l , on 
f i l e at Cape Cod National Seashore. 

History of Barnstable County by Deyo 

10 GEOGRAPHICAl DATA 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 
D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

C O R N E R 

NW 

NE 

SE 

SW 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees M inu tes Seconds 

L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees M i n u t e s Seconds 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 
D E F I N I N G T H E C E N T E R P O I N T O F A P R O P E R T Y 

O F L E S S T H A N T E N A C R E S 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees M i n u t e s Seconds 

41 ° 49 • 06 "  

t^.. i / ( ^ A f ^ ^(oO 

L O N G I T U D E 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 1 

Degrees M inu tes Seconds 

6 9 ° 57 ' 5 8 " 

L I S T A L L S T A T E S A N D C O U N T I E S F O R P R O P E R T I E S O V E R L A P P I N G S T A T E O R C O U N T Y B O U N D A R I E S 

C O U N T Y ; 

m 
m 
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11, FORM PREPARED BY 

N A M E A N D T l T L E : 

Edison Pike Lohr, Park Historian 7/13/73 
B U S I N E S S A D D R E S S ; 

Cape Cod National Seashore 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R ; P H O N E ; 

349-3785 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

South Wellfleet ...MgMgMsRt.t.fii., 001 
12. CERTIFICATION OF NOMINATION 

State Liaison Officer recommendation: 

M Yes 

• No 

I I None 

Stgi(p Liaison Officer Signature 

In compliance with Executive Order 11593, I hereby 

nominate this property to the National Register, certify­

ing that the State Liaison Officer has been allowed 90 

days in which to present the nomination to the State Re­

v iew Board and to evaluate its siejrlilcance. The recom-

^ed lejf^l/of signi(pitai)/?e^ i ^ ^ y j ^ f Natip«al [gfState 

Y 

,- FedeTjal\Representative Signature Date 

Title 

NATIONAL REGISTER VERiFlCATiON 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Keeper of The National Regis^ 

Date _ 

GPO 938-449 



Form 10-300a 
(July 1969) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) 

C O U N T Y 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

MAY 2 81H/ti 
(Number all entries) 

I n t e r n a l , Captain's Den, $15,000. Remainder of 
House, plastering and paper, $10,000. 
Total $25,000. Barn needs new flo o r s and other 
i n t e r n a l repairs. 
Cost: $4,500. 

Photograph enclosed. 

•<./ 

GPO 921 .7 24 



ROUTING AND REVIEW SLIP 

THE ENCLOSED NOMINATIONS ARE ROUTED TO YOU FOR YOUR PROFESSIONAL REVIEW AND COMMENT ON THE COR­
RECTNESS AND ADEQUACY OF THE STATEMENTS AND EVALUATIONS CONTAINED THEREIN, SUPPLYING ADDITIONAL 
OR CORRECTIVE INFORMATION AS APPROPRIATE. REVIEWER WILL SIGN HIS NAME HEREON FOR LATER REFERENCE 
IF NECESSARY. USE ADDITIONAL SHEET FOR COMMENT IF NEEDED AND ATTACH HERETO. 

J^?A 

3 -1_PC 

NOMINATED PROPERTY 

FROM AREA OF 

CHIEF AicHEOLOGIST: Q,,^ J^UJU Jr^-A.^ p^^^-^^j^iv. H ^ ^-C.^vu-cc<.i.-^. ^c^-^'-'Y 

J^^U/j^ 1,2-^1, .yc^rujlj} J-u^-.-c. X-^--^- --W^Y^t^yjil- tf-i. jj2«-'/"i^ . .!))r 

PC 

fl 

CHIEF HISTORIAN 

SIGNED: 

CHIEF HISTORICAL ARCHITECT: -;£L*> - ^ / V L . ^ ^ 

SIGNED: 

REGISTRAR, LCS 

.PR KEEP TinWAI REGISTER: 
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• RECOMMENDED FOR T H E N A T I O N A L REGISTER 

[ E N T E R E D ON THE LCS ^ g ^ 5 I N T : 4 9 3 7 

C. 0. Meek 
Registrar, LCS 

-.T^kE î̂ ?F ;̂̂ :igs 



NAME OF PROPERTY ^ ̂ . . ^ ^ J L . . ^ STATE 

The attefched National Register Inventory-Nomination form is being returned to your office for 
clarification of the information indicated below. PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM WHEN THE NOMINATION 
IS RESUBMITTED. 

Description: 

8 

9 Bibliography: 

10 Geographical Data -- Acreage: 

UTM Reference(s): ̂  ^ f I J ( i I t cJ?.- J . 

Verbal Boundary Description: 

12 Certification: 

Lji j^jjj.y^' Photographic Coverage: 

Map Coverage: PIJU^JL CuyJt j . j j ^r^j) kh: /uC^^t ^-hlc^T-u^ 

Other: 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

on the National Register staff, telephone 

Thank you for your attention to the above items. 

^ l A j L ^ y ^ t ^ ^ t / t ^ i ^ l ^ ^ ^ "tzr^ Date: 
Chief, Branch of Registration 

United States Department of the Interior National Park Service WASO No. 8 

I N T :2 1 05 - 74 









Form No. 10-301 
R»v. 7-72 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

S T A T E 

Massachusetts 
C O U N T Y 

Barnstab le 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R . r » P D A T E 

[l . »AM€ 
C O M M O N : Penniman^ Edward. House No. 35-77 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : Same 
LOCATION 

u 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

u Fort H i l l and Governor Prence Roads 
C I T Y OR T O W N : 

ac Eastham 
S T A T E : C O D E C O U N T Y ; CODE 

Massachusetts 25 Barnstable 001 
3. MAP REFERENCE 

S O U R C E : 

U.S.G.S., Orleans, Massachusetts, Quadrangle 

UJ 

Ui 

1: 2li,000 
1962 

4, REQUJREMENTS 
T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundaries where requ i red. 

2. North orrow. 

3. La t i t ude and longi tude re ference. 

I N T : 1 S 8 - 7 2 





I N KEPLY REFER TO: 

H34PC 

United States Department of the Interior 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240 

MAY 2 0 1978 

Memorandum 

To: Director, Office of Archeology and Hi s t o r i c Prese 

Through: Federal Representative to the National Register 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 

From: Federal Representative, National Park Service 

Subject: Nomination to the National Register of H i s t o r i c Places 

Enclosed i s the nomination of "Penniman, Edward, House; Barn," 

from Cape Cod National Seashore, i n the North A t l a n t i c Region 

of the National Park Service, resubmitted for inclusion i n the 

National Register of H i s t o r i c Places, i n compliance with 

Executive Order No. 11593. 

Robert M, Utley ( j 

Enclosure 

CO] 





NATIONAL REGISTER DATA SHEET 
3)NAME as i t appears on federal register:  

^ Penniman, Edward, House and Barn 

^ O T H E R N A M E S : V 3 ^ d a { e of e n t r y ; 

5-28-76 
c o u n t y code-. 

001 
g) LOCATION street & number  

V ^ o f Eastham a t F o r t H i l l and 
c i t y / t o w n 

Governor Prence Rds. 
V i c i n i t y of 

^ Eastham 
EDERAL(aee"cy name) 

( § ) C O N G R E S S . D I S T R I C T 

state 
MA 

/ county 
B a m s t a b l e 

[ 6 ) N P S R E G I O N 

North Atlantic 
iWNER DPRIVUTE DSTATE OMUNICIPAL DCOUNTY DMULTiP 

: 0 M . ttJIME...., 

^EXIST ING SURVEYS j({tlABS • HAER • NHL |@FUNDED? •YESNJDNO 

^ViTHtN mmtx %\%m\t xvm.m''. 

M D M I N I S T R A T O R : 

< § ) s o u R C E ^ N O M I N A T I O N DSTATE jpfEDERAl 

mi 
^AC«£A6{ I 

if state who prepared form? 

• LOCAL DPRIVATE ORGANIZATION 

^CONDITION 
• excel lent 
• good 
8 f a i r 

• deteriorated 
• r u i n s 
• unexposed 
• unexcavated 

Kaltered 
• unaltere 
• reco^^^uote 
• exca 

( O r i g i n a l si te 
• moved 

u n k n o w n 

( ^ f e a t u r e s : 5̂fcUBSTANTIALLY INTACT-1 ^OfcUBSTANTIALLY INTACT-2 ^SfeUBSTANTIALLY INTACT• 3 

2GN0T INTACT-O 

;^nUNKN0WN-4 

?DMDT APPLICABLE-7 

2 G HOT INTACT-O 

I^G UMKNOWN-5 

SQNOT APPLICABLE-8 

©•NOT INTACT -O 

> • UNKNOWN-6 

5 D NOT APPLICABLE-9 

^ A C C E S S DYES-Restricted • YES-Unrestriclel Unknown ADAPTIVE USE •YES ^ o [ @ SAVED^DYES is P R O P E R T Y A H I S T O R I C D I S T R I C T ? Q y e s ^ P o 

REAS OF SIGNIFICANCE : 
• ARCHEOLOGY-prelijstoric-2 •COMMERCE-6 

• ARCHEOLOGY-historic-I 

• AGRICULTURE-3 

^ARCHITECTURE-4 

• ART-5 

• COMMUNICATIONS-

• CONSERVATION-8 

• ECONOMICS-9 
• EDUCATIOH-10 

• ENGI 

• ENTERTAIN¥nrr26 

• EXPLORATION-12 

• HEALTH-27 

B INDUSTRY-13 
• INVENTION-M 

ANDSCAPE ARCH. 

• LAW-16 

• LITERATURE-17 

• MILITARY- 18 

• MUSIC- 19 

• PHILOSOPHY-20 

• P0LITICS/G0VT.-21 aRECREATlON -28 

• REllGION-22 • SETTLEMENT-29 

• SCIENCE- 23 • URBAN PLANNING-3t 
• SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN-24 • OTHER (SPECIFY) 

• SOCIAL/CULTURAL-30 . 
• TRANSPORTATION-25 

^ C L A I M S , expla in 
^ f i r s f ^ 

' o ldes t ' • 

' on ly ' 0, »+Ot^l?:itoC W l ^ U i r i f o 

functions 
"WHEN HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT: Y ^ S A X ^ ^ b t ^ L S i 
CURRENTLY: 

teotural s t^e(s): ' ' ^ a rchi tec tura l 

^ landscape a rch i t ec t /ga rden designer: ^ i n t e r i o r decorator: 

| d a t e s of initial constructioi 
mijor alterations: 
historic events: 

itarohiteot: 

I a r t i s t : 

kmaster builder: 

part isan: 

j E T H N I C G R O U P 
' A S S O C I A T I O N 

engineer: 

^ b u i l d e r / c o n t r a c t o r : 

I N A M E S give role 4b date 

PERSONAL: eOVOA^i i PEMMIHArfvl- u j M ^ . ^ ^ <1A^>T7SJ^ O f f e M r T l S e CWT" Of=- f ^VV] i a & O f b M > - OM^^i rJAt . ov^f«4g|e-c^ HteOSt . 

EVENTS: 

INSTITUTIONAL: 

^ N A T I O N A L REGISTER W R I T E - U P f*'Wt,CJL/sPe>OAie-0lKl^#, f l t U ^ ^ TbOhjO^TlON •, l'/2.*?TC>lUC!& PU)S (WTIC, pJBCTArKjU-

l A t , WmiXKXLS) f2€)G«s- VOlTU E.LAeOfrA'TE Pfcl>V»AetslTE-0 t > e m f c l Z ^ (ANO ^ » > r & ^ CJLJPOLA, |t4"rejM0lUCaiWe.>^*? Î V̂TW 

6i.ooif+5, e^fc.o(uMt &»4-rAe>LATVii-B- Vsiiru M>OOMJU0N comvce., v\AK)<s<Nt4) e.^>oi^r jwÂ yc. E)tgCEUUE.Nr UHû OAuif 

i f i e w e r s i n i t i a l s I IF A D D I T I O N A L S P A C E N E E D E D . N U M BER & P U T O N R E V E R S E ! 


