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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Grand Army of the Republic Hall is a High Victorian-Stick Style structure of random
ashlar Connecticut granite with smooth faced light grey granite trim. ILocated near
Worcester center in a commercial area, the building faces north on Pearl Street. Tt

is set back from the street with an elaborate fence bordering the sidewalk. Pearl

Street slopes downward from the west to the east and this geographical feature results

in a basement level, visible from the east elevation, originally used for the professional
offices of the owner.

The structure is 2% stories high.with the third floor partially obscured by the
steeply sloped slate roof. A flight of ten steps on the right side of the northern
facade leads to the front door. The double doors are protected by a shallow stone
porch embellished with carving, polished granite columnettes and ornamental ironwork
forming a railing on top. Over the doorway is a granite lintel with the carving
YPost 10 G ALRL" Calvert Vaux, the architect, balanced the facade with the impressive
sculpturally emphatic doorway to one side and a large tower to the other side.

The steeply pitched slate "tower" originally had iron cresting and is placed behind
one of the two symmetrical gables on the north facade. These large gables have
ornamental truss and bargeboard woodwork. Small iron finials, originally positioned
at the peaks of the gables, have been removed. The northeastern corner of the
building has a stone corbel, part of the tower structure, formed at the second floor
level. The windows, 2/2 sash, decrease in size as they move upwards. The lintels

on the first and third floors are rectangular blocks of granite with two small carved
rosettes. The second floor has segmental lintels with one larger rosette to each
block. The lintels are of the lighter colored granite and are connected by a band
course of the same. Another ornamental horizontal band made of cast iron is visible
from the north side of the building. This frieze is at the cornice level of the
tower and marks a step down in the level of the roof.

The eastern side of the building has an entrance at the basement level, located in

the base of the tower. This door is protected by a bracketed stone balcony surmounted
by iron railing. A projection with stone corbel is found at the second story south-
eastern corner of the tower, identical to that at the northeastern corner. This
eastern elevation, as the others, has gables projecting from the roof to form window
openings for the third floor. These gables have truss and bracket woodwork. A 2%
story bay projects from the southeast corner of the building to balance the tower.

The c.1920 addition to the southeast is of slightly different &tyle but uses the

same stone. The stone on the side facing Pearl Street was taken from a portion of

the fence. The other three walls of the addition are of yellow brick. The architect
for the addition was Stephen Earle and the builder was O.W.Norcross, both of Worcester.

The stone fence that'separates the house from the street is said to have cost $10,000
when it was built in 1876. It is of heavy cast iron in sections about 6' wide, set
between ‘heavy posts of dressed granite. It rests on a granite wall, each section
being stepped down to fit the grade of the sidewalk.

The basement level originally housed the medical offices of the owners. Massive
doors of black walnut and mahogany with heavy trim were installed throughout the

cont'd
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house. The windows had inside blinds which are still in place today. Ebony and oak
were also used for decorative effect in the panelling. The dark woodwork is heavy
and used extensively throughout the house. Large mirrors and elaborate gas fixtures
have always been considered as important assets to the house and are mentioned as
integral parts of the house in the deeds.

The only exterior alterations to the mansion have been the addition to the rear,
the removal of some of the cast iron ornamentation, and the removal of some of the
fence. As a whole, the house has a feeling of richness and solidity.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Situated in a commercial area of parking lots and nondescript 20th c. buildings, the

Grand Army of the Republic Hall, 1876, is significant as an architectural landmark

designed by Calvert Vaux. It is historically significant in its relationship to the Wessons,
an important wealthy family in Worcester, and as a vestige of a former period of

opulence and craftmanship.

The G.A.R.Hall was constructed as a orofessional residence for Dr.George Bull and his

wife Sarah, and was the gift of Danial B.Wesson, father of Sarah, at a cost of $125,000.
Wesson had made his fortune in the gun manufacturing business. The house proved too
expensive for a young doctor to maintain and Dr.Bull soon found his wife and his residence
unsatisfactory. 1In 1882 he separated from both to go west.

No tenants could be found and in 1889 the house was sold to Helen M.A.Marble, wife of
Dr.John O.Marble. As an interesting coincidence, Helen Marble was the daughter of Ethan
Allen who also made his fortune in gun manufacturing. In 1903 the house was sold again
to Warren D.Hobbs of Boston. Hobbs gave use of the house to his daughter and her husband,
Dr .Howard Beal. Following the departure of the Beals in 1913, the home was sold to the
George H.Ward Post 10 of the G.A.R.

The house had steadily lost value and the G.A.R. was able to purchase the building for

its assessed value of $ 21,600. Numerous auxileries and affiliated bodies were also
gquartered in the new hall. 1In 1922-23 a campaign was initiated to raise funds for the
construction of an addition to the rear of the building. The addition was constructed
with stones from an original $10,000 fence which were used as the building material for
the street side to match the main building. The addition housed a meeting hall and museum.
The basement level which had once held the professional offices of the owner was converted
to use for card and smoking rooms.

As the 20th c. progressed and the members aged, the membership of the G.A.R. post steadily
dwindled. What had once been the largest G.A.R. post in the country could soon only boast
of a few members. In 1931-31 the trustees found the expense too great to carry on and

the hall was deeded to the City of Worcester with a number of stipulations attached.

The city is now obliged to maintain the hall for the use of patriotic groups.
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740-748 JACKSON PLACE, N.W. WASHINGTON, D. C, 20006 (202) 382-3304
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Dear Charles—-

T understand that Massachusetts has approved the
National Register application for the Salisbury
Mansion and two other Salisbury houses (they are
all together) in Worcester, Mass,, and that the
nomination is on its way to your office,

Anything that Yyou could do to expedite this
would be very much appreciated by me and by people
in Worcester--my hometown,

Rega S,

1
)
i

Carleton Knight, ITT

February 21, 1975

Dreserna lion Is @ftgf’ﬁﬂ 26th Aﬂ”lﬂb’WéZ/&lT 19491924
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Commonwealth of Massachusetts Office of the Secrctary

Massachusetts Historical Commission

294 Washington St, Boston, Massachusetts 02108  (617) 727-8470

8 October 1975

Ms. Kate Cole

National Register Office

Office of Archeology and Historic
Preservation

National Park Service

Department of the Interior

18th and C Streets, NW

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Cole:

Enclosed for your files is a copy of recent publicity on the G.A.R. Hall
in Worcester, Massachusetts. The article appeared in the Evening Gazette
on October 1, 1975.

The G.A.R. Hall was accepted in the National Register on March 13, 1975.
Sincerely yours,

Gudsy 0. Nssda

Judy D. Dobbs
National Register Editoxr
Massachusetts Historical Commission
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‘By MARGARET ERS'K‘INE %

. The remarka’ble piece of Victorian -

architecture known as the GAR Hall.

on Pearl Street belongs to the city of *©

Worcester, houses several veterans '
organizations, .and is_the femporary
headquarters of the Worcester Bicen-
tennial Commission. It is undoubtedly
one of the best preserved examples of .
this period of architeéture in the city.

&

It was built in 1876 as a private, - . -

room home for Dr. and Mrs. George
Bull. . Mrs. Bull's father was Daniel .
Wesson of Sprmgﬁeld Mass., who had
made a.fortune in the manufactune_d
guns. He had the house designed by .-
Calvert Vaux and built at a cost of
$125,000 as a weddmg gift to his
daughter.

Vaux was born and trained as an
architect in England. He had been
persuaded to come to America by An-
drew Jackson Downing, the famous
architect and landscape designer. He
had worked for many years
Frederick Law Olmstead on the de-
sign. for Central Park in New York

'City. Many of the buildings stil -

_ standing in the park were dwlgned by

. Vaux.

6 "'."

Parks and Bulldings ! "." :

time he received the com-

Pt | = X
mission for tms house he had e’mled

his - partnership with Olmstead and

~ was working alone. He was still doing

a great deal of designing in con-
nection with the development of parks

and buildingd in them at Niagara

Falls, Buffalo, N.Y., and other cities.

. The house was designed in what
was called the “villa” style. Every-""

thmg is deliberately off center, quite
in contrast to earlier New England °

“ buildings, like Mechanics Hall, where
_‘everything is carefully balanced be-

tween the right and the left. 7
The architect wanted it to be deco- .

rative and interesting to look at, so he
g used two colors of granite for the ex- -
tenor with red granite pillars by the -

doorway, a slate roof, carved wooden

"f"cormces around the high-pitched gab--
5 le;, and cast iron ornaments every-
" where. The iron pieces which used to”

beonthe'wpsofﬂxeroofaregone

" now, buttheywereVerysxmilario

w

the ones still attached to the wal
around the house. . 7

- The . ma‘in

etched glass panels. The lower en-
trance, through a courtyard, went

" into -what were the doctor’s offices.

An overhangmg roof gave shelter to
someone coming to call for the docta-’
in bad weather. . .. &0 o o

Complemeniary Motif -

’i‘hemsuie wasmadetobe]usthl
mterestmg as the outside, Every
room has very elabotately catfved
woodwork, and a fireplace with either

_colorful tiles or ornamental brass and -
marble borders.. The parlor and B

brary downstairs have huge mirrors

‘entrance is “off’ Peerl :
,Streef up a short flight of steps, and
- through double doors with ornamental *
home to her

. War, The Worcester Chapter was one”

i A -

Accepted 1n Netlonal Reg:r.ster 3/13/75

GAR Hall —' a Worcester Me"mé"nto
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carVed wood. The windows have sets
of shutters with movable louvers to -
adjust ‘the ‘amount of light coming
into the room. Every doorknob, latch -

“use stones from the wall surrounding -

_nected with it to make an exterior

and hinge is ornamented with a de-  which carefulLv matched the ongmal .

sign made to comp]ement the wood-
work. 7

building.

py in their new home and they left it

inlaaz he to go west, and she fo go = _and cases to hold
years it was owned by two other doc- =
tors, first Dr. John Marble and then -

Dr. Howard Beal. Xy
In 1913, the bmldmg was bought by

-brass lighting fixtures were all still in
" place \and the walls were hung with
prints and paintings depicting heroic

organization of veterans of the Civil '~ ters. e
i

of the biggest and most active in the .’ When the GAR bought the bulldmg.

United, States at the time. They im= ‘inembers intended that it should:

medhtely decided to add “a large ..
meeﬁ!ghanwithadmwgroombe-
low. Stephen Earle was the architect . members could no longer afford to
 they chose. The hall itself is of a rath-  maintain it and so it was deeded to

“eventually be given to the city. In

_cﬁntere‘:;ldngdesign,buthehad Worcester, to be used byvet,erens,

ah;ms} and other patnotlc orgamzatxons

, 1o changes % the ' main house, and o

the gardens which were once con-.

: At that time all the reoms were l'ur-_
Dr. Bull and his wife were ok hap- . nished with massive oak chairs and_.
... tables,’ ‘carpets in oriental designs,
morabilia, all do-
ther. In the following  nated by local merchants. The great .

j exploufs of the war. The men were .
_the Grand Army of 'the Republic, an  justly prOud orf the1r new headquar-"

Gift to the cny ~ ’ %

1931, the time came when the last few.

BINIsLD
T

Archltect’s ,sketch of the former Bu]l House, now the GAR Hall on Pearl Street Worcester as. :
the sketch appeared in The American Architect and Building News Aprll 1876 edltlon. ‘ ; : Ay

Most of the furmshmgs are now
_ gohe, as well as the ‘original lighting
ﬁxtures The floors downstairs have

“peen covered in an unfortunate black :

and white linoleum tile. Leaks-in the
roof have caused a good deal of dam-
age to the rooms in the upper stories:
“The soot-of the city and -the flocks of
pigeons who live, around the house
have stained the-exterior,”:» . "7 ,
In spite of these problems, i stands
as a well built,” well-preserved build-
ing of its period. Tt was an age of
great’ craftsmanship and- every part
of the building gives testimony to the
pride and sklll ot the workmen ‘who
bu11£ it 3 gty Sy

Lo o A ey

The offioes of the Bmentenmal.Com-

mission are on the first, floor and are

open every weekday. -They would be

glad to show anyone who is interested |
that part of the building. ‘The other -

offices, which are used by several
veterans’ groups, are. not ordmanly

i opentothepubhc s S
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DATE: 3}0( / I3

Y NR Data Sheet e

/ NR DOE March 13, 1975
" \Ja' .
i /4
NAMEAS IT APPEARS IN FEDERAL REGISTER: G, A.R. Hall
OTHER NAMES: Bull Mansion — v.2€ P
LOCATION: '

STREET & NUMBER /55 Pear]l Street

CITY. TOWN /'w orcester CONGRESSIUNAL DISTRICT 3.4 ‘
’ VICINITY OF
COUNTY code

Worcester 027

OWNER OF PROPERTY! (circ1e) @\ STATE LOGAL Gom COUNTY  OTHER

FEDERAL (AGENCY NAME) :

STATE . L/Mass achusetts

ADMINISTRATOR (underiine)
NPS REGION: (CIRCLE) MID ATLANTIC SOUTHEAST MIDWEST

SOUTHWEST ROCKY MOUNTAIN WEST PACIFIC NORTHWEST

FEATURES: / INTERICR /éx'rERmR _BVIRONS
. Substantially intact-1 Substantially intact-2 — Substantially intact-3
unknown - 4 __unknown.-5 _.unkncwn -6
— not applicable - 7 _ not applicable - 8 _ Net applicatle-9

~Interior, exterior, cnvirons not intact-0

_‘Ib'm SITE

CONDITION -~ —E T —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED )
‘.ﬁo&:ﬁw —RUINS LTERED __MOVED ’
FAIR —UNEXPOSED —Reconstructed ~Unknown
~UnexcavateAd ] —~Excavated '

K"J""" 1
ACCESS —

es—r:estxrictedj Yes-unrestricted No access Unknown
v

. . . . = | B
4 historic district? YES ' |

WITHIN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT? YES @ )
IF YES, NAME:

WITHIN NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK? YES

IF YES, NAME:

ADAPTIVE USE; @ - Bged¥ w8 20w~ CF

FUN CT ION (S ).' (use vocabulary words)

tben—/)q/ otz //?-@L/M&’ .
i %&Lw and Mﬂ*7

SIGNIFICANCE: :
1
X
.
—ARCHEOLUGY-PREHISTORIC —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  __RELIGION - —entertainment
—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —uw/Gov't/politics _science -health
\V4 —A LTURE —ECONOMICS —UTERATURE _—recreation
* "ZARCHITECTURE ?Z __EDUCATION —MILITARY —_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN  __settlement
—ART —ENGINEERING —MusIC ; —socio/cultural
—COMMERCE —EXPLORATION. —PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION —urban & commun
—COMMUNICATIONS _JINDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY) planning
—INVENTION 5 - 3
Claims , . 2 ‘ .

e e ]
fll'St‘-’ YES  NO oldest?? ves o only?? ves o



ARCHITECTURAL STYLE. T lecnc

v
alchltecg/m bullder
S STEPHEN ZYTKd (adﬁ#l i

landscape/garden designer: artist/artisan:

interior decorator: bmldex/wtxm@m» o.w, Norc,
e '"“j
ETHNIC GROUP: ' ' ' / Yoo o m}

N . : '
(IAbI‘fES; personal MDANIAC B. WM - 6F GUN Manyrac rureé o, -

, _Has rouce Bor as weoding PRE SSAT Fed Doy
appro:riate date) (_‘)34& o M 3] e *T"\‘E/R.

events WESSEN kute amd nusuauo(&)l)dz G eh©F BULC .

institutional -

DATES? DaTe OF CONSTRUCTION (Specific date or 1/4 of century): /g 7¢
DATE(S) OF "MAJOR" ALTERATIONS: (f | (? 20

HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT DATE(S):

0
SOURCE' (OF NOMINATION) PRIVATE . LOCAL GOV"T MUNICIPAL COUNTY

OVI'HER FEDERAL 'AGENCY:

* (to nearest tenth of an acre) / /

COMMENTS; (fnclude srchitectural information here). @éamm 2 STORAES OVER HIGH
BOAEMENT, Memﬁib L SHAre | Qae;uw AND HIPPED ROOF SECTIONS WITH
ST 3THLE PORM ERS, INTERACR, C&tHNZ‘{B Wi CORBELED CARS , FRONT™
FeCceNTR GLOZED DOUPLE-DOOR z:urmtca e 5uc—»mx Prwaam NG |-SToRY
ENGAGTD PORCH , PROMNINT FRONT gabcm NiH BRACKETS aKD SLABOR -
0TE  BOREE OIS , (ONRASTING STONS &NN_M

ACREAGE?

SIGNIFICANCE (maximum two sentences) AP Baé -1t : & ST Y :
INTERIORS: INCEUDZ—ERONM-GMD. Wmnwue :MD M&QMM UGHT
FOuRE REAR- ADDINON |, 1920, MINORL EXTERI0L ax,mmwow ECLEC-

T\C ‘Z-XA/H?(& OF T™Z WORK- OF NOFED JARATITELT AL VAUX ; BULLT FOR-

mmm. WESZON OF THE smihn ?/Nf,s N Qo mwmnrmne 0., as A
CWEDDING 64T t0e. HhS povener(PLhoan wesson B,



