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house. The windows had inside blinds which are s t i l l i n place today. Ebony and oak 
were also used for decorative effe c t i n the panelling. The dark woodwork is heavy 
and used extensively throughout the house. Large mirrors and elaborate gas fi x t u r e s 
have always been considered as important assets to the house and are mentioned as 
in t e g r a l parts of the house i n the deeds. 

The only exterior alterations to the mansion have been the addition to the rear, 
the removal of some of the cast iron ornamentation, and the removal of some of the 
fence. As a whole, the house has a feeling of richness and s o l i d i t y . 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

S i t u a t e d i n a commercial area of parking l o t s and nondescript 20ti). c. b u i l d i n g s , the 
Grand Army of the Republic H a l l , 1876, i s s i g n i f i c a n t as an a r c h i t e c t u r a l landmark 
designed by Calve r t Vaux. I t i s h i s t o r i c a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t i n i t s r e l a t i o n s h i p t o the Wessons, 
an important wealthy f a m i l y i n Worcester, and as a ves t i g e of a former period of 
opulence and craftmanship. 

The G.A.R.Hall was constructed as a p r o f e s s i o n a l residence f o r Dr.George B u l l and h i s 
wi f e Sarah, and was the g i f t of Danial B.Wesson, f a t h e r of Sarah, at a cost of $125,000. 
Wesson had made h i s f o r t u n e i n the gun manufacturing business. The house proved too 
expensive f o r a young doctor t o maintain and D r . B u l l soon found h i s w i f e and h i s residence 
u n s a t i s f a c t o r y . I n 1882 he separated from both t o go west. 

No tenants could be found and i n 1889 the house was sold t o Helen M.A.Marble, w i f e of 
Dr.John O.Marble. As an i n t e r e s t i n g coincidence, Helen Marble was the daughter of Ethan 
A l l e n who also made h i s fo r t u n e i n gun manufacturing. I n 1903 the house was sold again 
t o Warren D.Hobbs of Boston. Hobbs gave use of the house t o h i s daughter and her husband. 
Dr. Howard Beal. Following the departure o f the Beals i n 1913, the home was so-Id t o the 
George H.Ward Post 10 of the G.A.R. 

The house had s t e a d i l y l o s t value and the G.A.R. was able t o purchase the b u i l d i n g f o r 
i t s assessed value of $ 21,600. Numerous a u x i l e r i e s and a f f i l i a t e d bodies were also 
quartered i n the new h a l l . I n 1922-23 a campaign was i n i t i a t e d t o r a i s e funds f o r the 
c o n s t r u c t i o n of an a d d i t i o n t o the rear of the b u i l d i n g . The a d d i t i o n was constructed 
w i t h stones from an o r i g i n a l $10,000 fence which were used as the b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l f o r 
the s t r e e t side t o match the main b u i l d i n g . The a d d i t i o n housed a meeting h a l l and museum. 
The basement l e v e l which had once held the p r o f e s s i o n a l o f f i c e s of the owner was converted 
t o use f o r card and smoking rooms. 

As the 20th c. progressed and the members aged, the membership of the G.A.R. post s t e a d i l y 
dwindled. What had once been the l a r g e s t G.A.R. post i n the country could soon only boast 
of a few members. I n 1931-31 the t r u s t e e s found the expense too great t o c a r r y on and 
the h a l l was deeded t o the C i t y of Worcester w i t h a number of s t i p u l a t i o n s attached. 
The c i t y i s now obl i g e d t o maintain the h a l l f o r the use of p a t r i o t i c groups. 
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Massachusetts Historical Gsitimission 
294 Washington St, Boston, Massachusetts 02108 (617) 727-8470 

8 October 1975 

Ms. Kate Cole 
National Register Office 
Office of Archeology and Historic 

Preservation 
National Park Service 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
18th and C Streets, NW 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Ms. Cole: 

Enclosed f o r your f i l e s i s a copy of recent p u b l i c i t y on the G.A.R. Hall 
i n Worcester, Massachusetts. The a r t i c l e appeared i n the Evening Gazette 
on October 1, 1975. 

The G.A.R. Hall was accepted i n the National Register on March 13, 1975. 

Sincerely yours. 

Judy D. Dobbs 
National Register Editor 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
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GAR HallS a Wbrciester M 
By MARGARET ERSKINE 

The remarkable piece oi Victorian 
architecture known as the GAR Hall, 
on Pearl Street belongs to the city (rf 
Worcester, houses several veterans 
organizations, .and is. the lemporaiy 
headquarters of the Worcester Bicen­
tennial Commission. It is undoubtedly 
one of the best preserved examples t i 
this period of architecture in the city. 

It was built in 1876 as a private, 15-
room home for Dr. and Mrs. G^argf 
Bull. Mrs. Bull's father was Daniel 
Wesswi of Springfield, Mass., who had 
made a fortune in the manufacture of 
guns. He had the house designed by, 
Calvert Vaux and built at a cost <rf 
$125,000 as a wedding gijt to his 
daughter.-

Vaux was bom and trained as an 
architect in England. He had been 
persuaded to come to America by An­
drew Jackson Downing, the famous 
architect and landscape designer. He 
had worked for many years with 
Frederick Law Ohnstead bn the de­
sign for Central Pai* in New York 

"CSty. Many of the buildings s t i l l 
standing m the park were designed 
Vaut. 

i Parks and Buildings 

Bv the time he received the com­
mission lor this house, he had ended 
his partnership with Olmstead and 
was working alone. He was still doing 
a great deal of designing in con­
nection with the development of parks 
an4 building in them at Niagara 
Falls, Buffalo, N.Y., and other cities. 

The house was designed in what 
was called the "villa" style. Every­
thing is deliberately off center, quite 
in contrast to earlier New England 
buildings, like Mechanics Hall, where 
everything is carefully balanced be­
tween the right and the left. 

The architect wanted it to be deco­
rative and interesting to lool? at, so he 
used two colors of granite for the ex­
terior, with red granite pillars by the -
doorway, a slate roof, carved wooden 
coniices around the high-pitched gab-
le^, and cast iron ornaments every­
where. The iron pieces which used to 
be on the tops of the roof are gone 
now, but they were very similar to 
the ones still attached to the wafl 
around the house. i ;̂ " 

The main entrance U off Pear! 
Street, up a sbort flight of steps, and 

. through double doors with ornamental 
' etched glass panels. The lower en-

trance, through a courtyard, went 
into what' were the doctor's offices. 
An overhangmg roof gave shelter to 
someone coming to call ôr the doctor 
in bad weather. : ••. i- T' , i . ' ' 

Complementary Motif 

• "Hie inside was made to be just as 
interesting as the outside. Every 
room has very elaborately cafved 
woodwork; and a fireplace with either 
colorful tiles or ornamental brass and 
marble borders. The parlor and l i­
brary downstairs have huge mirrors 

1 r 

r.t-i 
, - f ^ .J:/: /'vM-'t v.. , 

Architect's sketch of the former Bull House, now the GAR Hall on Pearl Street, Worcester, as 
the sketch appeared in The American Architect and Building News Apri l , 1876, edition. 

carved wood. The windows have sets 
of shutters with movable louvers to 
adjust the "amount of light coming 
into the room. Every doorknob, latdi 
and hinge ornamented with a de-
siga made to complement Uie wood­
work. 1" - ' ^ ; ' •> V • 

Dr. Bull and Ms wife were not hap- ! 
py in their new home and they left it 
in 1882, he to Jo west, and she to go 
home to her father. In the following 
years it was owned by two other doc­
tors, first Dr. John Marble, and then 
Dr. Howard BeaL ; • 

In 1913, the building was bought by 
the Grand Army of 'Sie Republic, an 
organization of veterans of the Civil 
War, The Worcester Chapter was one 
of the biggest and most active in the; 
United. States at the time. They im-\, 
mediately decided to add a large . 
meeting hall with 'a diniilg room be­
low. Stephen Earle was the arcMtect 
they chose. The hall itself is of a rath­
er uninteresting design, but he had 

, no changes to the main house, and to 
use stones from the wall surrounding 
the gardens which were once con­
nected Willi it to make an exterior 
which carefully matched the ori^nal 
building. 

At that time all the rooms were fur­
nished with massive oak chairs and 
tables, carpets in oriental designs, 
and cases to hold jnemorabilia. all do­
nated by local merchants. The great 

-brass' lighting fixtures were all still in 
place \and the walls were hung with 
prints and paintings depicting heroic 
exploits of the' war. The men were 
justly proud of their" new headquar­
ters. -I-

} Gift fo the CIfy - ' 
J WJien the GAR bought the building, 
members intended that it should 

"eventually be given to the city. In 
1931, the time came when the last few 
meiiibers could no longer afford to 
maintain it and so it was deeded to 
Worcester, to be used by veterans 

Most of the furnishings are now 
gone, as well as the original lighting 
fixtures. The floors downstairs have 
been covered in an unfortunate black 
and white linoleum, tile. Leaks b the 
roof have caused a good deal of dam­
age to the rooms in the upper storieSB 
The soot of the city and the flocks 
pigeons who live, around the house 
have stained the exterior. . ' . • . - ' 

In spite of thwe problems, it stands, 
as a well built,'well preserved build­
ing of its period. Tt was an age of 
great craftananship and every part 
of the building gives testimony to the 
pride and skill <rf the workmen who 
built i t : -

The offices of the Bicentennial Com­
mission are on the firsts fioor and are 
open every weekday, liiey would be 
glad to show tanyone who is interested 
liiat part of the building. The other 
offices, which are used by several 
veta-ans' groups, are not ordinarily 
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_ not applicable - 8 _ jjot applj cafcle-9 

Svibstantially intact 
_ unknown - 4 
_ not applicable - 7 

..Interior, exterior, environs not intacc-0 

CONDITION- -E5Ctk«N 
? ^ 0 0 0 
_FAIR 

ACCESS-

_0ETER10BAT£0 

_ R U I N S 

—UNEXPOSED 

_t'nexcavat'?'l 

_ U N A I T E R £ 0 

î rrJCTrEREO 
—Reconstructed 
—Excavated 

es-restricted 

historic d i s t r i c t YES 

Yes-uT.restr icted No access L'nknown 

WITHIN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT? 
IF YES, NAME: 

YES 

WITHIN NATIONAL HISTORIC LAIIDMARK? 
I F YES, NA.ME: 

YES 

ADAPTIVE U S E ; YES. NO Saved ? YES no 

F U N C T I O N ( S ) : (use vocabulary words) 

then- /^Cc^^sCti^ /le^^ii^dSi^ 

now-

S I G N I F I C A N C E : i 

ARCHEOCUUy-PREHlSTORIC 

—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

_AS iB ieULTU 

^ ^ R C H I t t C T U JRE - f 
_ * R T 

_COMMERCC 

^COMMUNICAT IONS 

Claims 

f i r s t - YES 

—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

_ t 0 U C A T I 0 N 

—tNGINEERING 

_ i X P l O R A T I O N 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

NO 

lANOSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _ R E U G I O N 

_ L A w / C o v ' t / p O l i t i c S —SCIENCE 

—UTERATURE 

—MIUTARY 

—MUSIC 

—PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION 

—POLITICVGOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY) 

" o l d e s t - ' YES NO 

SOOAL/HUMANITARIAN 

. ..'entertainment 
health 
recreation 
settlement 

_80clo/cultural 
urban & commun 

planning 

**Only'_' YES NO 




