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The United States Customs House (now the Trayser Museum) i n Barnstable i s located 
on Cobbs H i l l at the eastern end of the v i l l a g e , facing north on Main Street 
(Route 6A). Across the street i s the Unitarian Church, and beyond that, Barnstable 
Harbor. There are no other buildings immediately adjacent to the Customs House 
except for the Old J a i l (on the National Register) which was moved to i t s present 
location beside the Customs House i n 1973. The building i s located on one t h i r d 
of an acre with decorative iron fencing marking the back boundary. A small hip 
roofed carriage house with two large double doors i s situated behind the Customs 
House. _ 

The Customs House, a 2 story hip roofed red brick building, rests on a high granite 
foundation. A string course topped by a dentiled molding marks the division 
between the first, and second floor, and the cornice repeats this decorative detail 
with two rows of dentils and a string course below. The fenestration is regular and 
all the windows are identical, with 2/2/2 sash. The top lights in all the windows 
fit into a semi-circular opening which is in turn topped by a cast iron hood 
molding. There is a central doorway topped by a semi-circular arch identical to ' 
the window arches on either side of the door, in the facade and rear elevation. 
A cast iron balcony supported by elaborate brackets extends across the three second 
floor windows in the shallow pavilion of the facade. A flight of granite steps 
leads up to the facade entrance. s-

The o r i g i n a l low pitched hip roof was of corrugated•iron, and supported a balustrade 
between the f i v e brick chimneys which served the i n t e r i o r fireplaces. When the 
steam heating system was i n s t a l l e d four of the chimneys and the balustrade were 
removed. A new higher slate hipped roof was i n s t a l l e d over the old roof, and the 
flag pole which was placed on the new roof i s now used as a landmark by the United 
States Geological Survey. The slate on the new roof was replaced by asphalt i n 
1971 because of the high cost of maintenance. 

The i n t e r i o r contains most of the o r i g i n a l cast iron s t r u c t u r a l and decorative 
features. Five square cast iron columns with Corinthian capitals support the 
second f l o o r , and a broad cast iron staircase with an ornate banister rises along 
the west w a l l . Other i n t e r i o r features include Doric and Tuscan p i l a s t e r s , plain 
plaster walls, and maple f l o o r s . Most of the wood paneled p a r t i t i o n s from the 
building's Post Office days were taken out when the building was converted i n 
1960 into the Donald G. Trayser Museum. 
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The Barnstable Customs House is significant not only for its architectural merit 
but also for its role in the shipping industry on Cape Cod in the nineteenth 
century. ... y -

The architect of the building"cannot d e f i n i t i v e l y be named. Local - sources claim'"': 
that Alfred B. Mullett designed the building. However, t h i s seems unl i k e l y because 
Mullett was not connected with the Treasury Department when the Customs House was 
b u i l t i n 1855. Airani B. Young, Supervising Architect of the U.S. Treasury during the 
1850's was most l i k e l y the architect because he was involved with the design of 
most of the customs houses and post offices b u i l t during that decade. The large 
number of these buildings, r e f l e c t i n g the tremendous economic growth of the United 
States i n the mid-nineteenth century a t t e s t to Young's proficiency i n his f i e l d . 
Many of these Federal buildings were designed i n the rather heavy I t a l i a n style 
exhibited by the Barnstable Customs House. The Customs House, the f i r s t " f ireproof" 
building on Cape Cod, and i t s s t y l e , massing, and materials were i n marked contrast 
to the t y p i c a l wood frame buildings which had t r a d i t i o n a l l y been constructed i n 
the area. 

The Seventh Customs D i s t r i c t was established by an act of Congress i n 1789, and 
encompassed a l l of Barnstable County except Falmouth. The d i s t r i c t ranked fourth 
among the Massachusetts Customs D i s t r i c t s , following Boston, Salem, and New 
Bedford. By 1850, 91,102 tons of shipping had been reported and the need for a 
customs house was obvious. Prior to the construction of the Barnstable Customs 
House each Collector had been required to use his own place of business to c o l l e c t 
the taxes. After the C i v i l War however, the shipping receipts i n the Seventh 
Customs D i s t r i c t gradually decreased u n t i l the D i s t r i c t was made part of the Boston 
D i s t r i c t i n 1913. The building continued to be used by the Post Office u n t i l 1958, 
and the Cape Cod Extension Service used the second f l o o r from 1924 u n t i l 1957. 
I n 1960 the building was turned over to the Donald G. Trayser Memorial Museum ' 
and now contains exhibits r e l a t i n g to the maritime history of Barnstable, as wel l 
as a r t i f a c t s from the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. 
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727-8J:f70 

17 October 1975 

Mr. Charles Harrington, Chief 
Registration 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the I n t e r i o r 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Charles: 

Enclosed please f i n d two National Register nominations for the following 
properties: 

1. P l a i n v i l l e , North Attleboro, Angle Tree Stone \ ,: 
2. Franklin, Red Brick School 

Also enclosed i s the re-submission of nomination for the U.S. Customs 
House i n Barnstable. 

These properties have been voted e l i g i b l e for submission by the Massachusetts 
H i s t o r i c a l Commission (the State Review Board) and have been signed by 
the State Historic Preservation Officer, Elizabeth R. Amadon. 

S i n c e i ^ l y you r s . 

P a t r i c i a L. Weslowski 
Survey Director 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
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•;ĵ icmî \sxĵ x̂ :î ^ fnowr cuiTtR. euzco tffa6t̂ -_ 
jXX^WftA^ w\-m f̂>U4€>Hr̂  FCAUHCt iSf̂ /̂ tẑ ûKb-̂ ^̂ i:.Hfeo 0PeNiMe5;3 
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