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(Check One)
CONDITION [C] Excellent ] Good [X] Fair [] Deteriorated [C] Ruins [C] Unexposed
(Check One) (Check One)
X} Altered [C] Unaltered ] Moved K Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The present-day Highland House was built by Issac M. Small in 1907.
It lies in an area embracing the famous Highland Light (1797); an his-
torically early golf course, and a former summer visitor complex com-
prising some 86 acres.

Tdday, the building is used as a museum by the Truro Historical
Society. It is a two-story clapboard and shingled building, 32 x 92 feet,
Highland House was used as a restaurant as late as 1968.

The doors, double-hung windows, door and window casings, metal
ceiling, appear to be original; large, first-floor dining room, are as Origs
inally installed, and are typical examples of the construction of this periq
As a whole, the building is structurally sound.

The second floor bedrooms, placed on either side of a central corridor
which runs the length of the building, are supported within the corridor
walls by steel rods suspended from the wood frame trusses in the attic.
These steel rods extend across the building--the trusses are supported by
the side walls.

Externally, this building presented a veranda around the West and
North sides. Part of the West veranda remains—--the North half, facing
part of the historic golf course, has been converted to an extra room,
leanto. Other changes include a kitchen built on the East end, and an ell
added to the South side.

Besides the golf course, there were a half dozen "guest cottages" in
the complex; these structures, several of which have been removed, once
served an important visitational use in the life of summer visitors to
Cape Cod.

Some minor alterations have been made to Highland House by the Truro
Historical Society, who uses the facility on Special Use Permit from the
National Park Service.

Significance: 3rd Order

Longitude and Latitude: See Section 10

Acreage: Less than one acre

The Highland House is used as the present time as a historical museum by
the Truro Historical Society, Inc., under a Special Use Permit. Some
amount of restoration/preservation should eventually be done. This could

cost from $20,000 to $40,000.

Photograph enclosed.
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
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SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 1907

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Aboriginal [ Education [} Political [C] Urban Planning

[C] Prehistoric ] Engineering [C] Religion/Phi- fc] Other (Specify)

[C] Historic [C] Industry losophy Early, summer
[ Agriculture ] Invention [ Science visitor accom-
3¢ Architecture [BAP T 242 [ Sculpture modations.
] Art * X Architecture (5t Social/Human-

] Commerce (] Literature itarian
] Communications ] Military [C] Theater
[ Conservation [CJ Music [] Tronsportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In 1835, James Small built a two-story, clapboard farmhouse near
the present Highland House. Isaac Small, for 50 years a resident of the
area, states: "Henry David Thoreau visited our family twice on his journeys
down the Cape, the first time at the Lighthouse when my father was Keeper
in June of 1850, and again in 1855 when he stopped with us at the Farm."
This "Farmhouse", the original Highland House, began accomodating summer
visitors as early as 1835. (This old building has unfortunately been
moved out of the vicinity). Isaac Small built the present House in 1907.
and continued the guest house tradition--he added several guest cottages.
and a golf course, one of the two oldest golf courses in the United States
(dating 1892), was part of the complex.

While the present Highland House is only 67 years old, it is import-
ant as a survivor of a way of life gone forever on Cape Cod=-an architec-
tural structure designed for visitor use years before the "summer people"
began individual land and house purchases for summer retreats.

Located as it is in the area explored by the Pilgrims in November,
1620, (before going on to Plymouth), utilized as the best farm site in
Truro, placed in approximity to the important Life Saving Station (1872)
and Highland Lighthouse (1797), and continuously watched over by Marine
Weather Station Reporter, Isaac M. Small, the present Highland House,
now used as a museum, stands a$'a monument to a historical past embracing
some 350 years.




1. Just a Little About the Lower Cape, booklet, by Isaac M. Small,

1922,

2. Truro--Cape Cod by Shebnah Rich:

3. Cape Cod by Henry David Thoreau.
and Company, Cambridge, 1864.

Boston, D. Lothrop and Company, 1883.

University Press: Welch, Bigelow,

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES o

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
, OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
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APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY:
LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: ““CODE
Y,
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE

NAME AND TITLE:

Edison Pike Lohr, Park Historian

DATE:

2/25/74

BUYINESS ADDRESS:

Cape Cod National Seashore, National

Park Service

STREET AND NUMBER:

PHONE:

CITY OR TOWN:

South Wellfleet

STATE CODE

Massachusetts . 25

State Liaison Officer recommendation:

[ Yes

[ No
State,

)Z None

iaison Officer Signature

In compliance with Executive Order 11593, I hereby
nominate this property to the National Register, certify-
ing that the State Liaison Officer has been allowed 90
days in which to present the nomination to the State Re-=

iew Board and to evaluate its 51mf1cance The

om-=

tate

1078

Title

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

é/ 5/7 B

Keeperﬁ The National Re ster

JUN 3 1975

Date

GPO 938-449
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THE ENCLOSED NOMINATIONS ARE ROUTED TO YOU FOR YOUR PROFESSIONAL REVIEW AND COMMENT ON THE COR-
RECTNESS AND ADEQUACY OF THE STATEMENTS AND EVALUATIONS CONTAINED THEREIN, SUPPLYING ADDITIONAL
OR CORRECTIVE INFORMATION AS APPROPRIATE. REVIEWER WILL SIGN HIS NAME HEREON FOR LATER REFERENCE
IF NECESSARY. USE ADDITIONAL SHEET FOR COMMENT IF NEEDED AND ATTACH HERETO.
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NAME OF PROPERTY W ‘A[/LM,& - state . Mees

The attached National Register Inventory-Nomination form is being returned to your office for
clarification of the information indicated below. PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM WHEN THE NOMINATION
IS RESUBMITTED.

7 | Description:

8 | Statement of Significance:

9 | Bibliography:

10| Geographical Data -- Acreage:

‘/)'LO_QJ\,UJLJ
UTM Réference(

Verbal Boundary Description:

12| Certification:

Photographic Coverage:

Map Coverage: )éggm QH;Q pe M ﬂf A/Z %&qt ﬂﬁi %&a_\

e LT M IYS VSO

Other:

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

on the National Register staff, telephone

Thank you for your att ntion to the above items.

d O Date: o S ra

Chief, Branch of Registration Nl

United States Department of the Interior National Park Service WASO No. 8
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Form No. 10-301a UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
(7/72) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Massachusetts
COUNTY

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

| Barnstable

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

PHOTO CREDIT

wv (Type all entries - attach to or'enclose with photograph)
z
o
. OR HISTORIC:
"y
U :
Cape Cod Light(Highland Light) area
> CITY OR TOWN:
o Truro
= STATE: CODE |COUNTY: CODE
n Massachusetts 25 | Barnstable 001
b B

" %
DATE OF PHOTO: ]_1573

NEGATIVE FILED AT:

RECEIVED

SEE

+ x|

, DIRECTION, ETC.

Front of house from the West

4 =y |

INT: 184-72

PROPZATY OF THE NATIONAL REGISTER
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Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STALE

(Dec. 1968) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

PROPERTY MAP FORM

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

Massachusetts

COUNTY

Barnstable

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

DATE

Bl

COMMON: Hi gh'l and House —

AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET

Cape Cod Light (Highland Light) Area

CITY OR TOWN:
Truro

STATE:
Mass .

CODE

COUNTY:

25

»

CODE

Barnstable

U.S.G.S. North Truro, Quadrangle

SCALE: 1: 21,000

DATE 1958

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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WELLFLEET) WELLFLEET 4.8 MI 2130"
6967 | NE ORLEANS 17 MI.

. SCALE 1:24000

7 0 1 MILE

Es — —— 3

1000 2000 3000 4000 5000 6000 7000 FEET
= — - |
) 0 1 KILOMETER

CONTOUR INTERVAL 10 FEET
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MEAN RANGE OF TIDE IS APPROXIMATELY 7.6 FEET IN ATLANTIC OCEAN
AND 9.5 FEET IN CAPE COD BAY

AP COMPLIES WITH NATIONAL MAP ACCURACY STANDARDS
BY U.S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY, WASHINGTON, D. C. 20242
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QUADRANGLE LOCATION
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416 ajooomg, 7000
ROAD CLASSIFICATION
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Primary highway,
hard surface

Secondary highway,
hard surface . . .mm—eme = Unimproved road. .

O Interstate Route D U. S. Route O State Route
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE
Date Entered JUN 5 1975
Name Location
Highland House Trure

Also Notified

Hon. Edward M. Kennedy State Historic Preservation Officer
Hon. Edward W. Brooke Mrs. Elisabeth R. Amadon

Hon. Gerry E. Studds Executive Director

Mr. Douglas Wheeler Massachusetts Historical Commission
Deputy Assistant Secretary for 40 Beacon Street

Fish and Wildlife and Parks Boston, Massachusetts 02108
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SOUTHWEST ROCKY MOUNTAIN
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— not applicable - 7

- Interior, exterior, cnvirs
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—Reconstructed
~Excavated
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5 : historic district ? YES @

WITHIN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT?
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SIGNIFICANCE:
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