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CONDITION

he National Monument to the Forefathers is situated on the crest of a hill,
surrounded by lawns and accessible by several brick paths. The Monument and
the surrounding landscape designed to complement it are the work of Hammatt
Bil{zzgs, a Boston architect of some note. The scheme of the Monument is a
"classical" one, consistent with Billings' attraction to and use of 'classicalf-
i.e. Roman-- motifs in his work. Thékomposition consists of five figures rep-
resenting Faith, Morality,Education,kaw, and Liberty placed on and at the base
of an octagonal shaft of rusticated granite blocks. The largest of the five
sculptures, Faith, is set on top of the 45' granite shaft, appropriately facinf
-past. She is portrayed with one foot resting on Plymouth Rock; her left hand
holds an open Bible, her right is raised heavenward in a gesture of righteous-
ness. The figure is colossal; it is 36' high, and is constructed of 14 blocks
of granite which weigh a total of 180 tons. A gift from Oliver Ayés, a well-
known Massachusetts philanthropist, it was completed in 1877, some three years
after Hammatt Billings' death. LA AR

The four lesser sculptures of Morality, Law, Education and Liberty are seated
upon buttress-like plinths which project from alternate faces at the base of the
shaft. They were completed and the monument erected in 1889. The modestly
robed figure of Morality is seated at the northeast corner of the monument,
above a marble panel in bas relief depicting the Treaty with Massasoit. 1In
her hands she holds the Decalogue and the Scroll of Revelation. At the southejas
corner of the monument, Liberty, represented by a male figure clothed as a

Centurian, sits crushing the chains of bondage under his heel, his sword in
his lap. The, bas relief at his feet illustrates the Signing of the Compact.
These smaller sculptures show a marked stylistic dissimilarity as they are

the work of 'three different sculptors working independently of one another.

The remaining 6rnament consists of four recessed arched panels, which alternate
with the sculpture plinths and the stone tablets beneath them. The east panel
is inscribed with the name of the Monument and an appropriate dedicatory sentil-
ment. The other three panels bear the names of the passengers of the Mayflowegr.
The tablets under each panel were provided for visual balance in the design
and to carry suitable inscriptions at some future date. They have remained
blank.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

he National Monument to the Forefathers is primarily significant as the work
bf Hammatt Billings, one of Boston's foremost 19th c. architects and designer
'he design is quite typical of that period and is representative of that strai
hixture of classical and contemporary motifs used in Victorian monumental
sculpture.

L
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'he monument was commissioned by the Pilgrim Society, founded in 1820, whose
raison d'etre was the creation of a suitable memorial to the landing of the
ayflower. The Society held a competition for the proposed monument in 1855
nd initially:-awarded the project to two artists from New York. However,
ammatt Billings approached the committee with his plan to raise the funds
imself, thereby indemnifying the Society against all losses. The Society,
mpressed by his design and economics, signed a contract with him. In turn,
e agreed to complete the monument in 12 years. The Civil War, however, inten
ened, raising the costs and delaying work on the monument. Billings organizd
nation-wide fund-raising campaign, offering silver and bronze models of the
nonument to subscribers. In connection with the fund raising, he published
'he Tllustrated Pilgrim Almanac (later The Illustrated Pilgrim Memorial)

d

including articles written and illustrated by himself. Eventually, inflation

aused Billings to propose halving the size of the monument, which the Pilgrin

ociety agreed to in 1§7ﬂ, shortly before Billings' death.
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he work was carried on by Josephféillings, architect brother of Hammatt.
ccording to, Richard Stoddard, "In 1875 he commissioned the well-known sculptdr,
illiam Rimmer, to make a 9' plaster model of the figure of Faith. The sculp-
or's model, based on the Venus de Milo, was clad in draperies too thin for
oseph Billing's taste. He turned Rimmer's work over to a little-known sculp=
or named Perry (probably John D.Peyry) who thickened the drapery and altered
he head. Funds for the subsidiary figures of Law,Morality, Education,Liberty
nd for the sculptured panels on the face of the buttresses, were hard to fin
nd the monument was not completed until 1889."
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At one time considered somewhat of a Victorian folly, the monument remains
dgne of the major works of Hammatt Billings and one of the major memorials to
the Pilgrims.
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Meussachusells Hslorical Commission

40 Deacon Shect DBoston, Massachkusells 02108
727-8470

August 1,1974

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

18th and C Streets

Washington ,D.C. 20240

Attention: Charles Herrington,Chief of Register CERTIFIED MAIL
Dear Charles:
Enclosed are two National Register forms for the following properties:

1. National Monument to the Forefathers, Plymouth,Plymouth County -RESUBMISSION
2. 01d Bay Road , Norton, Bristol County

These have been declared eligible for submission by the Massachusetts Histori-
cal Commission, the State Review Board, and have been signed by Secretary of
the Commonwealth John F.X.Davoren, Chairman of the Massachusetts Historical
Commission and designated the State Liason Officer.

Please let us know if any other information is needed.
Sincerely,

Elizabeth Amadon

State Survey Director

Massachusetts Historical Commission

ERA/ma
enclosures
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Hon, Edward W. Brooke Seecretary of the Commonwealth
Hon. Gerry E. Studds Chairman, Massachusetts Historical
Regiomal Director, North Atlantic Commission

Region 40 Beacon Street

Boston, Massachusetts 02108
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