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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

bf lawn,amidst large maple and oak trees in‘'a residential area of Chelsea.

The 1791 mansion incorporated two:earlier  sections.:In its northwest corner is
the original 1659 hunting lodge of Gov.Bellngham, now called the "old kitchen
and adjacent to that is the southwest parlor and two rooms above, dating from
the mid-18th c.

The house as seen today is a large 2% story clapboard Federal with a hip roof
ond two interior end chimneys. There are two pedimented dormers on both the
cast and west elevations and three on the south facade. The house is five
bays wide and three deep ‘with'a 1908 2- story hip roof ell projecting from the
center rear elevation, A Doric pedimented entrance accents the facade center
bnd contains the original late 18th c. door. All window sash are 6/6.

The house plan is that of a double stairway dividing 8 rooms. There are 10
briginal fireplaces in the house and an Indian escape passage runs from the
northwest bedrpmom to the cellar. The 1nterlor of the house retains its origi-
hal elaborate panelling and mouldings. 7F

Fhe Gov.Bellingham-Cary House is situated onia small hill behind a wide expansF
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

.|The Gov. Bellingham-Cary House, 1659, is the only existing house built (in part

by one of the founders of the Massachusetts Bay Colony. It is also the only
remaining histokically significant 17th-18th c. structure in Chelsea.

The original part of the building,known as the "old kitchen", was built by
Gov.Bellingham in 1659 as a hunting lodge. Richard Bellifigham came from
Boston,Englaqd to Boston,Massachusetts in 1634 and served as Governor in
1651,54, and 65. Amongst his properties were a town house in Boston, a
summer home in Charlestown, and the hunting lodge in Chelsea. In 1650 Gov.
Bellingham divided his 365 acre property in Chelsea into four farms, named
after their tenants, one of which was the Cary Farm. Gov.Bellingham died in
1672 and left the property to his son Samuel. Gov.Bellingham was buried in
the Granary Burying Ground (on the National Register).

Samuel Bellingham left the property to his wife,Mrs.Elizabeth Savage, who
left it to her sister,Mrs.Rebecca Watts, who left it to her daughter-in-law,
Ann Antram Watts. At Ann Watts' death , the property passed to her daughter,
Reb;céﬁ, who was married to Capt.Cgr§ in 1741. In the 1750's the Carys added
the west parlor and the two rooms upstairs-to the house. In 1763 the property
was bequgﬁhed to the Cary sons, Samuel,Thomas, and Jonathan. Samuel bought
the shares from his brothers.

Samue %ry had prosperous plantations in Granada,West Indies, and came back
to thd Cary House bringing his plantation ideas. In 1772 he married Sarah
Gray and they made the Cary House their home. In 1791 Samuel spent $12,000
making the small home into an elaborate mansion, with a stately staircase
and elaborate panelling brought over from England. The property was extens-
ively landscaped and it became the showplace of the area. It was called
"The Retreat" and high society from miles around visited Planter Cary.

kfter Samuel Cary's death in 1812 and that of his wife in 1825, their two

daughters sold most of the property to the Cary Improvement Society in 1825.
Tt was bought by the Gov.Bellingham-Cary House Assoc. in 1908, and is still
bwned by that association. :
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1. Chamberlain,Mellen, History of Chelsea 1624-1824,Cambridge,1908.
2. Pratt,Walter M., Seven Generations, 1930.
3. Cary,Seth C., John Cary,The Plymouth Pilgrim, Cincinnati, 1911.
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level of significance of this nomination is:
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