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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Phipps Street Burying Ground is roughly a square-shaped
plot which covers a small mound in the vicinity of Rutherford Avenue,
Miller Street, and Phipps Street. Originally, the cemetery overlooked,
to the west;an estuary of the Charles River which led up to the former
Middlesex Canal. This land has since been filled, and the land uses have
radically altered. A variety of fencing including a recent post and
rail wooden fence, brick with cement posts and iron gates encloses the
burying ground. Brick and gravel pathways laid out originally are
irregularly placed throughout the ground and are named for prominant
Charlestown families. Fortunately, the pathways have not been sub-
stantially altered and are merely overgrown or covered by silt. A few
mature trees are located along the borders.

The layout of the graves here is unusual and unlike any other of
the 17th century burying grounds in Boston; instead of extended rows
(curved or straight), graves of one family are grouped in small rec-
tangular plots irregularly placed over the mound. Approximately at the
crest of the mound is the John Harvard Monument, the most outstanding
feature of the cemetery; it is a granite obelisk placed on a small
pedestal and has a commemorative plaque attached. Among the gravestones,
predominantly of 17th, 18th, and early 19th century date and '
largly slate or local stone, are several small stone tombs.
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The significance of the Phipps Street Burying Ground Ties in its
early establishment in the town of Charlestown in 1630, its association
with John Harvard, and the numerous examples of 17th, 18th, and early
19th century funerary sculpture--gravestones and tombs. When Charlestown
was founded in 1630, the nucleus of the settlement was located at City
Square, and it gradually spread over Town Hill (see separate National
Register of Historic Places listing) which was laid out by Thomas Graves
in 1631. It is unusual that the Burying Ground was located at such a
distance from the settlement; likewise the distinctive arrangement of
graves in rectangular family plots is unusual.

The earliest grave marker dates from 1642 and bears the name of
Maud Russell. Several more from the next two decades still exist,
although the bulk of stones, some brownstone and some red sandstone,
date from the last half of the 18th century. Many headstones are known
to have been carved by a local Charlestown family, the Lamsons. It is
most significant that the grave markers and tombstones dating prior to
April 1775 are the only pre-Revolutionary artifacts remaining in Charles-
town. The holocaust started by the British immediately following the
Battle of Bunker Hill destroyed all buildings leaving only the Town Hill
street layout and major arterial roads (present Main Street and Chelsea
Street) as evidence of the colonial town. It has been determined
(although not proven) that the grave marker of Charlestown's most
illustrious citizen was lost during the British occupation. To commemorate
the burying place of John Harvatd, whose library of 300 volumes was
donated to start a college at Cambridge after his death in 1638, graduates
of the college erected a granite obelisk in 1828. Inscribed on the
fifteen foot shaft is "In piam et perpetuam memoriam" as well as a
descriptive bronze plaque. OtHer notable persons buried at Phipps
Street include Nathaniel Gorham, a signer of the Constitution and
president of the Continental "Congress, Thomas Begcher, and countless
other Charlestown residents. Pathways through the cemetery bear names
of the more illustrious families--Frothingham, Hurd, Harvard, Phipps,
Russell.

The Phipps Street Burying Ground, 1ike other early 17th century
G cemeteries, has been identified as a chronical in stone. However
this chronical is not only of local history, but also illustrates three
centuries of funerary art. The designs and epitaphs carved in local
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Phipps Street Burying Ground
8. Significance cont'd. Charlestown MA

stones and slate by native craftsmen were of British origin but reflect
the changing theological doctrines. Early stones are distinguished by
winged death's heads, cherubs and other images which speak of the

Puritan concern for salvation of the soul after a brief terrestial life.
The post-revolutionary stones tend to be more rectangular and slim in
shape and have serene symbols--urns, willow boughs, lyres--of neoclassical
inspiration. The artistic idioms which reflected the new nation's
political relationship with the earliest democracy, Greece, carried over
to funerary art, although the contemporary religions of the late 18th

and early 19th century, intellectual theologies of Methodism and Unitarianism,
are not neoclassical. The folk art seen in the gravestone carving is a
vital and public record of New England's and, specifically, Boston's
citizens and their contemporary theological and artistic attitudes.

9. Bibliography con'd.

5. Parks & Recreation Department, City of Boston, unpublished
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The attached National Register Inventory-Nomination form is being returned to your
office for clarification of the information indicated below.

1. Name.

2. Location.

3. Classification.

4. Owner of Property.

5. . Location of Legal Description.

6. Representation in Existing Surveys.

7. Description.

e

8. Statement of Significance.

9. Bibliography.

10, Geographical Data. v
a. Longitude and Latitude Coordinates.

b. Kcreage.

11, Form Prepared By.

12, Certification.
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Map Coverage. Please use a map bearing an identified system of coordinates,

preferably an original USGS, which allows us to check latitude-longitude.

Other.

Clarification or correction of the above items must be made prior to the initjation
of our professional review. Correction of these technical errors does not
necessarily insure that the nomination will then satisfy the National Register

criteria in full.
M,

Thank you for your attention to the above items checked.
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View of Burying Ground from South East (miller Street) looking north west.
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Washington,D.C. 20240 - )

o ~LET e
Attention: Charles Herrington,Chief of Register CERTIFIED MAIL

Dear Charles:
Enclosed are three National Register submissions for the following properties:

1. Boston, Suffolk County, King's Chapel Burying Ground
2. " 7 , Phipp's Street Burying Ground
W " P , Dorchester North Burying Ground

These have been declared eligible for submission by the Massachusetts Histor-
ical Commission, the State Review Board, and have been signed by Secretary of
the Commonwealth John F.X.Davoren, Chairman of the Massachusetts Historical
Commission and designated the State Liason Officer.

Please note that the properties covered by these submissions are to be included
in our 1975 apportionment warrant. Therefore, we would appreciate your process-
ing thege nominations promptly. Please let us know if any other information

is needed.

Sincerely,

Bl

Elizabeth Amadon
State Survey Director
Masaachusetts Historical Commission

ERA/ma
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7 " State Historie Preservation Officer
o FRNARS & M’ Hon, John ¥.X, Davoren
Hon, Thomas P, O'Neill, Jr. Secretary of the Cosmonwealth
Regional Director, North Atlantic Chairman, Massachusetts Historical
Region Commission
40 Beacon Street

[/PM' Massachusetts 02108



