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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Winthrop Building is located on an irregular tract of land
bounded by Washington, Water, Devonshire Streets and Spring Lane. The
narrow building shape resulted from the widening of Water and Washington
Streets. It is 9 stories high, but due to the slope of the site down
towards Devonshire Street, that end has a subbasement (now used as a
subway entrance). The Devonshire end is one bay wide, the opposite
Washington Street end has two bays, and the longitudinal curved Water
Street facade has nine bays. The Spring Lane facade has 11 bays and is
not dressed. The yellow brick and terra cotta building is organized in
four primary sections: ground and display level, executive offices,
multiple office section, and attic.

The ground level is comprised of steel piers with large glazed bays
in between. The visual effect of a non-load bearing masonry wall system
has been diminished by the addition of recent store fronts (begun in
1938). The Water Street entrance, located toward the Washington Street
end, is of a monumental neo-classical design inspired by Beaux Arts
tradition; the cool light-colored stone contrasts to the rich yellow and
brown of the superstructure. The supporting piers are panelled and have
elaborate, inventive fluted capitals supporting a continuous entablature
which consists of a flat metal architrave and a shallow terra cotta
classical cornice.

The 2 floor executive office level makes an abrupt transition:
brick courses alternate with narrowly spaced terra cotta courses in a
scroll pattern. This horizontal design is broken by pairs of windows in

. plain terra cotta surrounds that form bays. In the superstructure all

windows are uniformly sized and double hung.

A second terra cotta cornice begins the four-story office section,
which continues the paired window bay system. However, here, to emphasize
verticality, the full length of the bays are enclosed in plain, rectilinear
terra cotta surrounds. Within the surrounds indicating floor separations
and window divisions are terra cotta panels which have restrained mouldings
and roundels on the Water Street facade and elaborate Beaux Arts swag
and foliate designs in high relief on the end. The exception are the
lateral window pairs on the Water Street facade; along with plain brick-
work at the corners, these unconnected bays create a frame for the
central window bays.

The attic is separated by a narrow stringcourse of neo-classical
design in terra cotta. The windows, aligned with the bays beneath, are
separate (repeating the lower corner arrangements) and have terra cotta
surrounds. A duplicate of the immediately lower stringcourse begins the
cornice, which, however, is entirely of copper. Widely spaced brackets
with alternative rosettes support the extreme projection of the cornice,
which emphasizes the flat roof. ;
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Winthrop Building was designed in 1894 by the firm of Blackall
and Newton, who also were architects for several Boston theaters existing
today (Colonial and Wilbur) and the Tremont Temple. Builders were the
prominent Boston firm of Woodbury and Leighton. It was the first struc-
ture in Boston in which the skeleton system of steel construction was
used, and was completely fireproof when built.

Noticeable departures from the type of building which had been the
prototype in Boston for such a long time include the following. First,
the building is essentially a steel structure which consists of a steel
frame with brick and terra cotta as a filling or skin. Second, the
supporting columns are made of four pieces of steel, the cross section
of one of which is 1like the letter Z, all riveted to a center place.
These columns extend through the walls and are joined rigidly by beams
in each story, and are also connected by horizontal trusses on the
floors and vertical trusses in the partitions. The result of this
construction is that the whole structure is rigid and firm against wind
pressure, live or dead loads, or jars from adjoining sites. Third, the
interior partitions all consist of a light framework of steel channels,
over which is stretched a network of expanded metal lathing. The frame-
work is then plastered heavily on each side with cement and dry mortar,
forming a solid partition 1 1/2 inches thick. The extreme narrowness of
the building on the Devonshire Street end and the lightness of the first
and second stories were unavoidable in planning a building of this
description on so small a lot.

The name of the building changed in 1899 to acknowledge the location
of Governor John Winthrop's last dwelling erected in 1644 on Washington
Street, formerly Cornhill Street. To the rear, along Spring Lane, was
the ancient Great Spring, a natural spring which attracted Winthrop's
colony to the Boston peninsula. A plaque commemorating this spring was
erected by the Bostonian Society in 1907 on the Winthrop Building,
although it is now missing.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
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1. NAME

COMMON AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE (Aaclgned by NPS)
Winthrop Building Carter Building oa
2. LOCATION .
STATE COUNTY Sy TOWN

Massachusetts Suffolk />~ Boston
STREET AND NUMBER ‘;

1-17 Water Street, be

3. PHOTO REFERENCE )

PHOTO CREDIT DATE ) ‘ NEGATIVE FILED AT

Boston Redevelopment LTI

Authority 1973 e same

4. IDENTIFICATION

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

View of Winthrop Building from east looking westerly at Water and Devonshire Street

facades.
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DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

View of upper stories of Winthrop Building's Wash,,ington Street (west) facade
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