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The Winthrop Building is located on an irregular tract of land 
bounded by Washington, Water, Devonshire Streets and Spring Lane. The 
narrow building shape resulted from the widening of Water and Washington 
Streets. It is 9 stories high, but due to the slope of the site down 
towards Devonshire Street, that end has a subbasement (now used as a 
subway entrance). The Devonshire end is one bay wide, the opposite 
Washington Street end has two bays, and the longitudinal curved Water 
Street facade has nine bays. The Spring Lane facade has 11 bays and is 
not dressed. The yellow brick and terra cotta building is organized in 
four primary sections: ground and display level, executive offices, 
multiple office section, and attic. 

The ground level is comprised of steel piers with large glazed bays 
in between. The visual effect of a non-load bearing masonry wall system 
has been diminished by the addition of recent store fronts (begun in 
1938). The Water Street entrance, located toward the Washington Street 
end, is of a monumental neo-classical design inspired by Beaux Arts 
tradition; the cool light-colored stone contrasts to the rich yellow and 
brown of the superstructure. The supporting piers are panelled and have 
elaborate, inventive fluted capitals supporting a continuous entablature 
which consists of a flat metal architrave and a shallow terra cotta 
classical cornice. ' 

The 2 floor executive office level makes an abrupt transition: 
brick courses alternate with narrowly spaced terra cotta courses in a 
scroll pattern. This horizontal design is broken by pairs of windows in 
plain terra cotta surrounds that form bays. In the superstructure all 
windows are uniformly sized and double hung. 

A second terra cotta cornice begins the four-story office section, 
which continues the paired window bay system. However, here, to emphasize 
verticality, the full length of the bays are enclosed in plain, rectilinear 
terra cotta surrounds. Within the surrounds indicating floor separations 
and window divisions are terra cotta panels which have restrained mouldings 
and roundels on the Water Street facade and elaborate Beaux Arts swag 
and foliate designs in high relief on the end. The exception are the 
lateral window pairs on the Water Street facade; along with plain brick­
work at the corners, these unconnected bays create a frame for the 
central window bays. 

The attic is separated by a narrow stringcourse of neo-classical 
design in terra cotta. The windows, aligned with the bays beneath, are 
separate (repeating the lower corner arrangements) and have terra cotta 
surrounds. A duplicate of the irranediately lower stringcourse begins the 
cornice, which, however, is entirely of copper. Widely spaced brackets 
with alternative rosettes support the extreme projection of the cornice, 
which emphasizes the flat roof. 
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The Winthrop Building was designed in 1894 by the firm of Blackall 
and Newton, who also were architects for several Boston theaters existing 
today (Colonial and Wilbur) and the Tremont Temple. Builders were the 
prominent Boston firm of Woodbury and Leighton. It was the first struc­
ture in Boston in which the skeleton system of steej, construction was 
used, and was completely fireproof when built. . . 

Noticeable departures from the type of building which had been the 
prototype in Boston for such a long time include the following. First, 
the building is essentially a steel structure which consists of a steel 
frame with brick and terra cotta as a filling or skin. Second, the 
supporting columns are made of four pieces of steel, the cross section 
of one of which is like the letter Z, all riveted to a center place. 
These columns extend through the walls and are joined rigidly by beams 
in each story, and are also connected by horizontal trusses on the 
floors and vertical trusses in the partitions. The result of this • 
construction is that the whole structure is rigid and firm against wind 
pressure, live or dead loads, or jars from adjoining sites. Third, the 
interior partitions all consist of a light framework of steel channels, 
over which is stretched a network of expanded metal lathing. The frame­
work is then plastered heavily on each side with cement and dry mortar, 
forming a solid partition 1 1/2 inches thick. The extreme narrowness of 
the building on the Devonshire Street end and the lightness of the first 
and second stories were unavoidable in planning a building of this 
description on so small a lot. 

The name of the building changed in 1899 to acknowledge the location 
of Governor John Winthrop's last dwelling erected in 1644 on Washington 
Street, formerly Cornhill Street. To the rear, along Spring Lane, was 
the ancient Great Spring, a natural spring which attracted Winthrop's 
colony to the Boston peninsula. A plaque commemorating this spring was 
erected by the Bostonian Society in 1907 on the Winthrop Building, / 
although it is now missing. ^ . -

I III Vf-rf'M<r^''^il^'ir''r ' " 



Si. 

[ 9 . MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

1. American Architect and Building News, March, 1930 ~ 

2. Damrell, Charles, A Half-Century of Boston's Buildings, Boston: 
Louis P. Hager, 1895, p. 70 

3. Drake, Samuel, Old Landmarks And Historic Personages of Boston, 
reprinted by Charles. Tuttle Co., Rutland, Vermont, 1971. 

>, OeOGRAPHtCAL DATA 
L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

C O R N E R 

NW 
NE 

SE 

SW 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees M inu tes Seconds 

o I . 

O t » 

9 

L O N G l T U D E 

Degrees M inu tes Seconds 

o • 

>rii,\' 

L ' k T I T U n E A M D L O M G I " ^ ' J D E C O O R D I N A T E S  
D E F I N I N G T H t i L L P ^ T ^ ^ R P O I N T O F A P K O P E R T Y  

O F L E S S T H A N T E N A C R E S 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees M inu tes Seconds 

o > . • 

42 21 26*2 

APPROXIMATE A CREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY; 4720 SC(Uai^e teet j i 

LONGl TUDE 

Degrees M inu tes Seconds 

o * » 

71 03 29 

[ L I S T A L L S T A T E S A N D C O U N T I E S F O R P R O P E R T I E S O V E R L A P P I N G S T A T E O R C O U N T Y B O U N ^ ' ^ t ^ l f e s / / ^ 

•4 

'^"**; T t " i IT* r", 'K 

C O U N T Y 

C O U N T Y : 

C O U N T Y : 

-A 
• y c o D E 

I I . FORM PREPARED BY 
N A M E A N D T I T L E : 

Elizabeth Amadon. 
ORG ANI Z A Tl ON 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 

Survey Director by Boston landmarks Commission 

December, 1973 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

40 Beacon Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Boston 
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICA i ION 

S T A T E 

Massachusetts 025 
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and cerfify that i t has been 

evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

^tional • State ^ ^ Local • 

Name 

HompfaJDle Johri F.X.Davoren  
S ^ ^ e t a r y o f the Commonwealth  

TitlfihainnanrMassachusetts H i s t o r i c a l 

D a t e 

Commission 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. ; i J . ' . ";U. J..j • ,. 

Director, Oftice of Archeology and Historic Preservation 

n '••}( i . 'rs u'JOIts 

ATTEST: 

Date 

sper at TnbfNational Regist 

o 4-

m 
m 

n 

G P O 9 3 1 . 8 9 4 



PROPERTY STATE 

WORKING NUMBER 

TECH REVIEW 
PHOTOS 

MAPS 

CONTROL REVIEW 
^lpo(f=% -^\jtJjo L̂«A.̂ w=0'. 

HISTORIAN 

ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN 

ARCHEOLOGIST 

REVIEW UNIT CHIEF 

BRANCH CHIEF 

77 ?y 

KEEPER 

National Register Write-u; 

Federal Register entry 

Send-back 

Re-submit. 

Entered APR 18W4 

I N T : 1 5 3 8 - 7 3 











Form No. 10-301 
Rev. 7-72 , , , 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

S T A T E 

MflSS'^rhNsetts 
^SWolk 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

; N T R Y N U M B E R j D A T E 

i . LOCATION 

" " 7 7 . . .hmoton Str . . t . . Sprmg Lane i Devonshire St. 
C I T Y O R T O W N 

S T A T E : 

Rnston 

]\/|p^<^c;ar.husetts 025 

C O U N T Y : 

Suffolk 
C O D E 

025 

A. MAI> REFERgNCe 
S O U R C E : 

UJ 

LU 
D A T E : 1970 

4 , REQUIREMENTS 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundarles where requi red. 

2. North arrow. 

3. La t i t ude and longi tude re ference. 

NATIONAL -
REGISTER /-A^ 

* U . S . GOVERNMENT PRINTING O F F I C E : 1 9 7 3 - 7 2 9 - 1 4 8 









•WW""™ 

l / t 

I -

u 

.at 

'lit 

CO 

Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

S T A T E 

Massachusetts 
C O U N T Y 

Suffolk 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

T. NAME 

C O M M O N : Winthrop Building 
AND/OR HISTORIC:Carter Bui lding 

2. LOCATION 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

1-17 Water Street, 276-8 Washington Street 
0 1 T Y O R T O W N : 

Boston 

Massachusetts 025 
COUN TY: 

Suffolk 
3. MAP REFERENCE 

SOURC E: 

Boston Redevelopment Authority 
1" = 100' REGISTER ^/ 
1965 

4v REQUIREMENTS 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Proper ty broundar les where requ i red . 

2. North arrow. 

3. La t i t ude and longi tude re ference. 



Ni-
t". 

1 

a CM 

Name 

ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

Date Entered 

STATE ?̂ ssACHUSErrs 
APR 1 8 ''974 

v.. 

Location 

Lincoln 
hl<idl«6ex Ccwatf 

Dorchester North Surylng Creund BMton (DorckMtcr) 
S«ffolk Couaty 

first Pariah IJnitarlan Church 

€opp*a Hill Burial Grouuid 

Holbrook, !hr. iiaoa, HOMM 

Wlnthroiif Milding 

Itedfield 
Horfolk Coimty 

Boston 

Suffolk CouQty 

Milton 

Morfolk County 

Boston 
Suffolk County 

u *̂  o o 
O S 
« 

i! 
1 Also Notified 

Hon. Edward M. Kennedy 
lion. Sdward W. Brooke 
Hon. Kobert F. Drlnan 
Hon. John J. Moaklcy 
Hon. Margaret M. Uecklter 
Men* ima* A. &irkc 

StAte Historic Preservation Officer 
Bon. John P. X. Oavoran 
Secretary of the Co—oBwalth 
Chaixnan, Haasadbusatta Historical 
C«waaission 

40 Beacon Straet 
iMtoa, Massachusetts 02108 


