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| 7 . D E S C R I P T I O N 

C O N D I T I O N 

(Check One) 

E x c e l l e n t CU Good Q F a i r CU De te r i o ra ted C ] Ru ins CU Unexposed 

( C h e c k One) 

• A l t e r e d ^ U n a l t e r e d 

( C h e c k One) 

Moved c n O r i g i n o l Site 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The John Partridge House,built c.l659, i s a 2h story clapboard ridge roof 
Colonial with center chimney. I t faces west on fi v e acres of wooded land. 
The house i s a near-duplicate of the Cooper-Frost-Austin House i n Cambridge, 
buil;fc i n 1657. While the Partridge House was p a r t i a l l y burned by Indians i n 
1676, i t was renovated to i t s o r i g i n a l condition i n the same year. I t i s 
f i v e bays wide and two deep with a kitchen e l l extending to the rear from 
the southeast corner. A l l of the narrow windows are 9/6 sash; those on the 
top floors are shuttered and those on the ground level have plain surrounds 
with a s l i g h t l y protruding wooden l i n t e l . The enclosed vestibule, i n the 
center of the facade, i s topped by a triangular pediment and flanked by 
plain p i l a s t e r s . 

There have been two additions to the house, one being a 19th c. open shed-
roof porch on the south elevation, enclosed i n the 1926's. The second i s a 
l i b r a r y e l l , c. 1940, running p a r a l l e l to the kitchen e l l , o f f the rear 
northeast corner of the house. 

The i n t e r i o r of the building has retained as much of i t s o r i g i n a l fabric as 
has the exterior. The f i r s t f l o o r consists of a dining room, l i v i n g room, 
horning room, keeping room, and kitchen. Seven fireplaces are b u i l t around 
the central chimney stack. The dining room's fireplace i s classic i n desigi^ 
with reeded p i l a s t e r s , and i s flanked on one side by beehive ovens. The 
handsome panelling on the fireplace mantel i s continued i n the pine single-
board panelling which encircles three walls of the room below the chair r a i l . 
The c e i l i n g exposes i t s surtmier beam, flo o r j o i s t s , and chimney, front and 
end g i r t s . The room also retains i t s o r i g i n a l f l o o r i n g , pine boards which 
reach a width of 15". The l i v i n g room, opposite the dining room i n the front 
of the house, was o r i g i n a l l y wainscotted with wide v e r t i c a l panels, but these 
have been plastered over. The keeping room runs from front to back on the 
north side. I t s fireplace has been plastered over. Off t h i s room, to the 
south and i n the rear, i s the horning room, located behind the central chim­
ney. The kitchen once contained an "Indian room" and escape way, to the 
l e f t of the fireplace, which connected the kitchen to the back bedroom through 
the a t t i c . This, however, has been essentially demolished. 

The second f l o o r contains four rooms, three of which boast wide v e r t i c a l 
plank wainscot on the walls, wide f l o o r boards, and exposed roof beams. The 
hardware i n the house i s a l l I 8 t h c. 

At the turn of the century, the house was moved 40' on the o r i g i n a l land 
to make way for a change i n the roadway which passes the house. 
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SIGNIFICANCE 
PERIOD CCheck One or More as Appropriate) 

P r e - C o l u m b i a n 1 CD 1 6 f h C e n t u r y 

• 1 5 t h C e n t u r y 0 1 7 f h C e n t u r y 

S P E C I F I C D A T E ( S ) ( I I A p p l i c a b l e a n d K n o w n ) C l 6 5 9 

• 1 8 t h C e n t u r y 

• 1 9 t h C e n t u r y 

• 2 0 t h C e n t u r y 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

A b o r i g i n o l 

I I P r e h i s t o r i c 

C D H i s t o r i c 

CD A g r i c u l t u r e 

( 5 A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• A r t 

CD C o m m e r c e 

CD C o m m u n i c o t i o n s 

I I C o n s e r v a t i o n 

I i E d u c a t i o n 

C D E n g i n e e r i n g 

I I I n d u s t r y 

C D I n v e n t i o n 

I I L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

CD L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t a r y 

n M u s i c 

• P o l i t i c a l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i ­

l o s o p h y 

CD S c i e n c e 

CD S c u l p t u r e 

CD S o c i a l / H u m a n ­

i t a r i a n 

CD T h e a t e r 

[ 1 T r a n s p o r t o t i o n 

CD Urban Planning 

• Other (Specify) 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The John Partridge House i s the oldest dwelling i n M i l l i s . I t wss b u i l t i n 
1659 by John Partridge Sr. when M i l l i s was s t i l l a part of Medfield and was 
comprised of a few scattered farms. John Partridge Sr. was primarily a farmejr, 
but i n 1672 he was also chosen clerk of the market. Of his several children, 
only John Partridge,Jr. remained i n M i l l i s . I n 1682 John Jr. sold his 
house on Bridge Street and moved back to the present house. In 1704, two 
years before he died, John Sr. sold the property to his son. John Partridge 
Jr. became a schoolmaster i n 1710 and a church deacon i n 1714. 

The arc h i t e c t u r a l significance of the house i s notable as i t i s not only a 
handsome example of early Colonial architecture, but i t also retains much ofT 
or i g i n a l fabric and s t r u c t u r a l d e t a i l s . The .pwftsrs have care f u l l y restored 
i t and plan to open i t to the public. 
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NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and cert ify that i t has been 

•evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

lev«l of significance of this nomination is: 

al • ^State Local • 

I hereby cert ify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Director, Office of ArcheoloSy and Historic Premervalion 

Name 

D j f e 

Tbhn . X. Davoren 
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-rmg -thairman,Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a 
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