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CONDITION

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The John Partridge House,built c.1659, is a 2% story clapboard ridge roof
Colonial with center chimney. It faces west on five acres of wooded land.
The house is a near-duplicate of the Cooper-Frost-Austin House in Cambridge,
builg in 1657. While the Partridge House was partially burned by Indians in
1676, it was renovated to its original condition in the same year. It is
five bays wide and two deep with a kitchen ell extending to the rear from
the southeast corner. All of the narrow windows are 9/6 sash; those on the
top floors are shuttered and those on the ground level have plain surrounds
with a slightly protruding wooden lintel. The enclosed vestibule, in the
center of the facade, is topped by a triangular pediment and flanked by
plain pilasters.

There have been two additions to the house, one being a 19th c. open shed-
roof porch on the south elevation, enclosed in the 1920's. The second is a
library ell, c. 1940, running parallel to the kitchen ell, off the rear
northeast corner of the house.

The interior of the building has retained as much of its original fabric as
has the exterior. The first floor consists of a dining room, living room,
borning room, keeping room, and kitchen. Seven fireplaces are built around
the central chimney stack. The dining room's fireplace is classic in design,
with reeded pilasters, and is flanked on one side by beehive ovens. The
handsome panelling on the fireplace mantel is continued in the pine single-
board panelling which encircles three walls of the room below the chair rail.
The ceiling exposes its summer beam, floor joists, and chimney, front and

end girts. The room also retains its original flooring, pine boards which
reach a width of 15". The living room, opposite the dining room in the front
of the house, was originally wainscotted with wide vertical panels, but these
have been plastered over. The keeping room runs from front to back on the
north side. 1Its. fireplace has been plastered over. Off this room, to the
south and in the rear, is the borning room, located behind the central chim-
ney. The kitchen once contained an "Indian room" and escape way, to the

left of the fireplace, which connected the kitchen to the back bedroom throud]
the attic. This, however, has been essentially demolished.

The second floor contains four rooms, three of which boast wide vertical
plank wainscot on the walls, wide floor boards, and exposed roof beams. The
hardware in the house is all 18th c.

At the turn of the century, the house was moved 40' on the original land
to make way for a change in the roadway which passes the house.

MA 3 1974 »: o i\

_J
NATIONAL f

REGISTED

33

SR ILLoaNnNgLsS N



INSTRUDCTILONS

E £

S

SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
[] Pre-Columbian| [C] 16th Century [C] 18th Century [C] '20th Century
] 15th Century ] 17th Century [C] 19th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) <+10°7

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
[C] Urban Planning

Abor iginal [J Education [C] Political
(O] Prehistoric [C] Engineering [C] Religion/Phi- ] Other (Specity)
(] Historic [] Industry losophy

(] Agriculture [] Invention [] Science

[ﬁ Architecture [C] Landscape [] Sculpture

[ Art Architecture [C] Seocial/Human-

[ Commerce [ Literature itarian
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The John Partridge House is the oldest dwelling in Millis. It was built in
1659 by John Partridge Sr. when Millis was still a part of Medfield and was
comprised of a few scattered farms. John Partridge Sr. was primarily a farme
but in 1672 he was also chosen clerk of the market. Of his several children,
only John Partridge,Jr. remained in Millis. 1In 1682 John Jr. sold his

house on Bridge Street and moved back to the present house. 1In 1704, two
vears before he died, John Sr. sold the property to his son. John Partridge
Jr. became a schoolmaster in 1710 and a church deacon in 1714.

The architeéctural significance of the house is notable as it is not only a
handsome example of early Colonial architecture, but it also retains much ofi
original fabric and structural details. The pwhae have carefully restored
it and plan to open it to the public.
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DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

PROPERTY OF THE NAT.ONAL REGISTER

ﬁ( U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1973-729-152/1446 -1






UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
FORM 10-301 A NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

et NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

1. NAME -
COMMON AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC @E (Assigned by NPS)
John Partridge House same Vif
')
2. LOCATION "};L
STATE COUNTY TOWN
Massachusetts Norfalk Millis
STREET AND NUMBER
315 Exchange Street
3. PHOTO REFERENCE
PHOTO CREDIT DATE NPEGATIVE_ FILED AT
Promotional Resources romoZlonal Resources Develop-
Deve lopment 10/10/73 ment,40 Grove Street,Wellesley

4. IDENTIFICATION
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Facade, facing west.
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STATE _ MASSACHUSETTS
Date Entered DCT 1 9 1974

Name Location

Partridge, John, House Millis
Norfolk County

Also Notified

Hon. Edward M. Kennedy State Historic Preservation Officer

Hon. Edward W. Brooke Hon. John F.X. Davoren

Hon. Margaret M. Heckler Secretary of the Commonwealth

Regional Director, North Chairman, Massachusetts Historical
Atlantic Region Commission

40 Beacon Street
Boston, Massachusetts 02108
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