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[~\ Moved g O r i g i n a l Si te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i t k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The sixteen-acre Codman Estate i s a portion of the Codman 
family country seat, which at least two generations of the 
Codman family called "The Grange". At the time of Dorothy 
S.F.M. Codman's death i n 1968, "The Grange" was divided, the 
major portions being purchased by the Town of Lincoln for 
conservation lands, the Codman Farm being purchased by the 
Town for recreational purposes, and the Codman Estate, with the 
Codman Mansion, being given to The Society for the Preservation 
of New England A n t i q u i t i e s (SPNEA) under the terms of 
Miss Codman's w i l l . The Codman Estate and Farm are surrounded, 
i n the main, by a conserved r u r a l area. . . 

The Codman Estate i s comprised of f i v e buildings. The dominant 
structure i s the Codman Mansion (1), which s i t s on a small 
h i l l o c k , and i s separated from Codman Road by an eight-acre, 
stone-walled f i e l d . The a r c h i t e c t u r a l history of the mansion 
spans two-hundred f i f t y years. The e a r l i e s t part of the 
structure, constructed between 1735 and 1741, was two stories 
high, L-shaped, and clapboarded. I t s west end had a gable; 
there were east and west chimneys as there are today. 

This early house was more than doubled i n size when i t was 
federalized i n 1797/98. The northwest corner of the L was 
f i l l e d out with a bay-end ballroom and chamber above, a t h i r d 
story was added o v e r a l l , and the two-story kitchen e l l was 
appended t o the north. The design of the Federal-period 
changes, which substantially determines the character of the 
Codman Mansion as i t stands today, i s a t t r i b u t e d to Charles 
Bulfinch. . -. V 

Alterations of room i n t e r i o r s , and, i n one instance, room size, 
changes of ex t e r i o r ornamentation, and window alterations 
summarize the changes which the Boston a r c h i t e c t , John Hubbard 
Sturgis, made to the mansion i n the 1860's. Later i n the nine­
teenth century, the Classical Revival a r c h i t e c t , Ogden Codman, 
Jr., who had spent part of his childhood i n the Codman ances­
t r a l home, added panelling to the second-story, south bedrooms. 
A two-story servants' wing was added to the north wall of the 
kitchen e l l sometime during the second half of the nineteenth 
century. A v i s i t o r to the house today w i l l see features of 
four d i s t i n c t a r c h i t e c t u r a l periods - Georgian, Federal, 
V i c t o r i a n , and Classical Revival. 

The three-story house i s covered with gray clapboards and i s 
ornamented by white quoins at the corners and a modillion 
cornice. I t s windows a l l have black shutters. A balustrade 
circumscribes the flat t e n e d top of the hip roof. Two i n t e r i o r 
chimneys are located on the east and west planes of the roof, 
and are s l i g h t l y forward from center, toward the south facade. 

cont'd . ... 
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7. Physical Description (cont'd) -2-

The f r o n t entrance i s located i n the center of the five-bay 
facade. I t i s ornamented by an Ionic portico with pediment; the 
fr o n t door i s flanked by s i d e l i g h t s . The four f i r s t - s t o r y win­
dows are 6/6, regularly placed, and are the only mansion windows 
which have pedimented caps. A story-high west projection features 
a f u l l - l e n g t h , three-sash, 18-light window. On the second story, 
d i r e c t l y over the f r o n t entrance, i s a s i m p l i f i e d Palladian 
window whose si d e l i g h t s are obscured by the window's shutters. 
This window i s 6/6, as are the four other second-story windows, 
located d i r e c t l y above the f i r s t - s t o r y windows. The t h i r d story 
has f i v e 3/3 regularly placed windows. 

The four-bay east and west elevations have i r r e g u l a r fenestration. 
A one-story piazza runs the ent i r e length of the east side; a 
central side entrance opens onto i t . Both the west story's f i r s t 
story rooms extend beyond the house proper, including the north­
west room's faceted bay-end. The ent i r e west projection has four 
f u l l - l e n g t h windows, and, i n contrast to the rest of the mansion, 
i t i s covered with flush-boarding and i s ornamented with Tuscan 
p i l a s t e r s at the projection's corners and facets and a d e n t i l 
cornice. As i n the case of the facade, a l l the other elevations 
have 6/6 windows on the second story, and 3/3 windows on the t h i r d 

The two-story, three-bay kitchen e l l , with north-south ridge roof, 
i s appended to the north of the mansion and has an east entrance 
and an end chimney. Attached to the north of t h i s e l l , i s a two-
story, five-bay servants' wing with a shingled gambrel roof, 
oriented north-south. This wing has an i n t e r i o r chimney and a 
back entrance. 

Outbuildings d i r e c t l y to the northeast of the back entrance to 
the mansion include a greenhouse (2), and a small, two-story 
house (3). A stable (4), painted gray, i s situated to the south­
east of the mansion. Constructed circa 1870, i t was designed by 
Snell and Gregerson. As does the mansion, the stable has a hip 
roof, quoins at the corners, and a modillion cornice. The caps 
and mouldings of i t s 6/6 windows match those on the mansion. 
Di r e c t l y behind the stable i s a two-story barn (5), three bays 
wide, and one deep. 
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S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The character of the f i v e buildings located on "The Grange's" 
15.73 acres make t h i s property important i n the area,of 
architecture. Of outstanding significance i s the a t t r i b u t i o n 
of the design of the Federal-period changes to the Codman 
Mansion (1) t o the architect Charles Bulfinch, and the d e f i n i t e 
evidence that the Codman stable (4), constructed circa 1870, 
was designed by Snell and Gregerson. "The Grange" also served 
as the childhood home of the Classical Revival architect 
Ogden Codman, Jr. 

The o r i g i n a l occupants of "The Grange", or the "Russell Farm", 
as i t was known i n the eighteenth century, were a l l active 
i n Lincoln or Massachusetts government or both. These included 
four members of two generations of the Russell family - Chamberjs 
Russell, the farm's f i r s t occupant; his brother, James Russell; 
and two of James' sons. Dr. Charles Russell and Chambers 
Russell I I . Chambers Russell served at various times as a 
Judge of The Court of Vice Admiralty f o r the Provinces of 
Massachusetts Bay and New Hampshire, as a Justice of The 
I n f e r i o r Court of Common Pleas, and as a member of His Majesty' 
Honorable Council. Russell i s credited with using his own and 
his family's influence to obtain the incorporation of the Town 
of Lincoln i n 1754; he was l a t e r elected Lincoln's Represen­
t a t i v e to the General Court. 

Dr. Charles Russell, the next occupant of the farm, was active 
i n Lincoln a f f a i r s beginning i n 1768. He served as moderator 
at Lincoln town meetings from 1770 through 1774. Being of 
Loyalist persuasion, he f l e d to Antigua, B.W.I., i n 1775, and 
his Lincoln estate was confiscated i n 1777. Captain Elnathan 
Jones, appointed government agent for the property, rented 
"The Grange" to Dr. Russell's father, James Russell, of 
Charlestown. Russell was Charlestown's Representative to the 
General Court, Treasurer of Middlesex County, and a member of 
the Council. He resided at Lincoln f o r the duration of the 
war, and while there he did not ignore that town's a f f a i r s . 
He was elected Overseer of The Poor and moderator at an 1780 
town meeting. 

cont'd 



9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

The Codman Document Collection located at the Codman Mansion; 
The Middlesex County Registries of Deed and Probate; 
The Concord Town Records; The Lincoln Town Meeting Records; 
Thesis by R. Curtis Chapin, entitled, "The Federalization of 
the Codman House"; Chapter in Lincoln's 150th Anniversary 
Celebration, 1754 to 1904, entitled "The Codman Place" and 
probably written by Ogden Codman, Jr.; 
A History of The Town of Concord, by Lemuel Shattuck ' • 
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in the National Register and certify that it has been 
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8. Significance (cont'd) -2-

In November of 1783, Chambers Russell I I , son of James and 
nephew to Chambers Russell, paid back a mortgage which his uncle 
had taken on the Lincoln property i n 1766. The Russell family 
thereby regained legal possession of the confiscated property. 
This Russell was moderator at Lincoln's town meetings, and was 
chosen Representative to the General Court i n 1789. 

"The Grange" came i n t o the hands of the related Codman family i n 
1790, when the Boston merchant, John Codman, assumed Executorship 
of the deceased Chambers Russell I I ' s estate. I t was John Codman 
who federalized the mansion i n 1797/98. I t was John's son, 
Charles Russell Codman, who sold the Lincoln property i n 1807, 
and i t was his grandson, Ogden Codman, Sr., who repurchased i t i n 
1862, from which time i t remained i n the Codman family u n t i l 
Miss Dorothy Codman's death i n 1968. 

Over 4,000 of John Codman's business papers have been uncovered i n 
the Codman Mansion. These cover the years 1777 through 1803, 
and relate to i n t e r n a t i o n a l , as well as to Boston's mercantile 
a f f a i r s of the Federal period. 

The o v e r a l l c o l l e c t i o n of Codman documents, a l l uncovered by 
SPNEA i n the Codman Estate buildings, currently number about 
40,000. Highlights of The Collection include l e t t e r s from 
Lafayette, New York Senator David Ogden, and Jenny Lind. I t 
includes correspondence from the Revolutionary War Colonel 
Timothy Bigelow, of Worcester, w r i t t e n home to his wife, while 
he was encamped near Boston and on the march to Quebec i n 1775. 
Handbills from the Paris Commune of 1871, along with l e t t e r s 
from family members who were i n Paris during the siege, are also 
i n The Codman Document Collection. I t i s evident The Document 
Collection has bearing on the Codman family history and Massa­
chusetts h i s t o r y , and on some aspects of national and i n t e r ­
national h i s t o r y . 

The Codman Mansion was l e f t to SPNEA i n t a c t with a l l the Codman 
family possessions. The mansion's rooms are f i l l e d with f u r n i ­
t ure, accessories, paintings, rugs, objects d'art. Although 
these have not yet been completely inventoried, s u p e r f i c i a l 
exploration by experts indicates important collections are 
located i n the mansion. Thus, the property i s s i g n i f i c a n t i n 
the area of a r t . 
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"The Grange" Complex, Lincoln, Massachusetts 

8. Significance (cont'd) -3-

SPNEA's sixteen acres include notable landscape features. As 
early as 1800, John Codman showed a documented i n t e r e s t i n the 
placement of gravel walks and tr e e - l i n e d avenues, which s t i l l 
e x i s t today. His grandson, Ogden Codman, Sr., was probably 
responsible f o r the terracing i n f r o n t of the mansion and for 
many unusual trees and plantings located on the grounds. 

A major landscape feature i s the I t a l i a n - s t y l e formal garden 
located to the northwest of the Codman Mansion, at the foot of 
the mansion's h i l l o c k . Constructed i n 1899, and maintained 
through the early 1920's, i t was neglected u n t i l 1970, when SPNEA 
began i t s reconstruction. The i n i t i a l construction was super­
vised by Ogden Codman, Jr., and there i s circumstantial evidence 
which suggests the authoress, Edith Wharton, may have designed 
i t s plans. A smaller rose garden, near the Codman stable, s t i l l 
suffers from neglect. 
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"The Grange", Lincoln, Massachusetts 

Buildings Numbered on Plot Sketch 

1. Codman Mansion 

2. Greenhouse 

3. Small house 

4. Stable 

5. Back barn 
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Missing Core Documentation 

Property Name County, State Reference Number 
Grange, The Middlesex, 74000373 

Massachusetts 

The following Core Documentation is missing from this entry: 

Nomination Form 

Photographs 
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M . A U T H O R I Z A T I O N 

o. Federa l B ' jdge t Accounts 10-58-1040-0-1-405 
b. Publ ic Laws PL Title Sec. PL Title Sec PL Title 

89 665 
c. U.S. C o d e 16 U.S.C. 470 

15. FACILITY LOCATION: (For facility (irant actions only) 

"•̂ ''"̂  Codman Rd. , Lincoln b. Coun ty Middlesex 
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