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S T A T E : 
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1 NAME 

C O M M O N : 

,-5'fad-Fowler House 
AN D/ OR H 1ST O Rl C: 

same 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

166 High Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

-Danvers "TDanverspor t )E ' 

C O N G R E S S I O N A L D I S T R I C T : 

6 t h 
S T A T E 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
C O D E C O U N T Y : 

Essex 

C O D E 
S T A T E 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s 025 

C O U N T Y : 

Essex 009 
3. C L A S S I F I C A T I O N 

FT 

CATEGORY 

(Check One) 

• D i s t r i c t g ] B u i l d i n g 

• Si te • S t ruc tu re 

• O b j e c t 

OWNERSHIP 

• P u b l i c 

[X) P r i va te 

• Both 

Pub l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

( I In P rocess 

[ 1 B e i n g Cons ide red 

STATUS 

^ Occup ied 

n U noccup ied 

^ P rese rva t i on work 

i n p r o q r e s r 

ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 

Y e s : 

R e s t r i c t e d 

I I U n r e s t r i c t e d 

• No 

PRESEN T USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I A g r i c u l t u r a l 

1 I Commerc ia l 

i I E d u c a t i o n a l 

n En te r ta inment 

r~~| Government 

I I I ndus t r i a l 

[~1 M i l i t a r y 

Museum 

• Park 

I I P r i va te Res idence 

I I R e l i g i o u s 

i I S c i e n t i f i c 

i I Transportation 

n Other (Specify) 

I I Comments 

O W N E R O F P R O P E R T Y 

— O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

LLl 
The Soc ie ty f o r the P rese rva t ion o f New England ^ i n t i c f u i t i e s 

LLl S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

m 141 Cambridge S t r e e t 
C l T Y O R T O W N : S T A T E : ' : O D F 

Boston . Massachusetts 025 
5- L O C A T I O N O F L E G A L D E S C R I P T I O N 

C O U R T H O U S E , R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S , E T C : 

Essex County Registry of Deeds,South D i s t r i c t 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Federa l S t r e e t 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Salem 

6. R E P R E S E N T A T I O N IN E X I S T I N G SURVEYS 

Mas sachus.€|-tts. 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

Inventory of Historic Aseets of the Commonwealth 
D A T E O F S U R V E Y 1974 • Federa l 

D E P O S I T O R Y FOR S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

State 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

40 Beacon S t r e e t 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

R n s t n n 

3II3 
MaooaGhusctta 



\7. DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 
• E x c e l l e n t Good • Fc 

( C h e c k One) 

\ I De te r i o ra ted • Ruins [~1 Unexposed 

(Check One) 

( 3 A l t e r e d • Una l t e red 

( C h e c k One)  

[~] Moved ^ O r i g i n a l Site 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i l k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The four-square brick Fowler House, b u i l t i n 1810, i s located on a Iht acre 
l o t bounding on the intersection of High Street and Route 35 i n Danversport. 
The area i s high-density r e s i d e n t i a l and the intersection i s busy. A truck-
stop cafeteria and 19th c. church are on corners adjacent to the Fowler House 
a house stands on the opposite corner. 

The southwest side of the l o t , bounding on Route 35, i s outlined p a r t i a l l y 
by a wooden s g a i l fence, and p a r t i a l l y by a black iron s p a i l fence 
d i r e c t l y i n front of the house. No fence separates the l o t from High Street 
on the southeast, although a wooden s p l i t r a i l fence runs along the north­
east bound, and a wooden picket fence separates the l o t from the neighboring 
house to the northwest. 

Samuel Foyier,Jr. purchased his house i n 1799, i n the part of-Danvers then 
known as New M i l l s . I n 1810 he contracted with Stephen Whipple and Levi 
Preston to have the house b u i l t , measuring 44' long and 40'^wide. The ten 
room house was to be of brick and was to have four outer doors. The hip roof 
was to r i s e to a f l a t top, measuring 10'xl4'. Many of the rooms were to have 
i n t e r i o r folding shutters with window seats, or ju s t window seats. The 
contract was dated Jan.31,1810, and the 13 member Fowler household moved i n 
on Oct. 29 of the same year. 

The Fowler House today i s not s i g n i f i c a n t l y d i f f e r e n t from the specifications 
i n Whipple and Preston's contract. I t had remained i n the posession of the 
Fowler family u n t i l 1912, when ownership was transferred to William Sumner 
Appleton, founder of SPNEA. At that time, Sarah Fowler noted that the house 
had "never been altered or changed, several of the rooms have o r i g i n a l w a l l ­
paper, handcarved fireplaces, wainscotting and other carvings." Since the 
house has been i n SPNEA's ownership, necessary repairs have been made to the 
house, a modern hood over the Liberty Street entrance has been removed, and 
the later additions of wooden sheds and outbuildings forming the e l l have 
been altered inside and out, for use as overseer's quarters. 

The southwest facade and the two side elevations of the two story house a l l 
have f i v e bays and regular fenestration of 6/6 windows, which have plain 
surrounds. The entrances to these elevations are a l l c entrally placed and 
have wooden door shutters. The facade entrance i s ornamented with a 7-pane 
fan l i g h t and 4-pane sidelights; the southeast and northwest doors are ornamented 
with 5-pane fa n l i g h t s . 

6\ \ 
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(Number an entrie.) Ths Fowler House, Danver sport, ̂ assachusett s 

7. Physical Description (Cont'd) -2-

There are four windows on the fi r s t story of each elevation, and 
five on the second. 

The shingled hip roof i s truncated as specified in the 1810 
contract! a widow's walk is located on the top. There are four 
end chimneys; one each to the south of center on the southeast 
and northwest roof planes, and two regularly placed on the 
northeast roof plane. The foundation i s granite. 

A smaller, two-story, two-bay brick e l l , probably dating to the 
nineteenth century, is attached to the back, northeast elevation 
of the house. It has a flat roof, and end chimney, and its 
fenestration of (6/6) and (3/6) windows is regular. Yet another 
two-story addition, probably twentieth century, with a north­
east-southwest ridge roof, and irregularly placed (6/6) windows 
is appended to the northeast elevation of the brick e l l . The 
exterior of this addition is both clapboarded and shingled. 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

v 1 

Z 

o 

1~ 
u 

UJ 

PERIOD (check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I P re -Co lumb ian 1 CI] 16th Century 

• 15th Century • 17th Century 

n 18th Century 

^ ] 19fh Century 

• 20th Centur 

SPECIFIC DATEIS) (II Applicable and Known) 1810 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Abor i g i na l 

I I P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

Q A g r i c u l t u r e 

^ A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• Art 

[ i Commerce 

j 1 Commun ica t i ons 

I I C o n s e r v a t i o n 

I 1 Educa t i on 

I I Eng ineer ing 

Indus t ry 

1 I I nven t ion 

I I Landscape 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

1 I L i t e r a t u r e 

n M i l i t a r y 

( 1 Mus ic 

[ X P o l i t i c a l 

• R e l i g i o n ' P h i . 

losophy 

L ] Sc ience 

13] Scu lp ture 

Socio l . /Human-

i t a r i an 

• Thea te r 

! 1 T ranspo r ta t i on 

[ 1 Urban Planning 

• Other (Specify) 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The Fowler House i s a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t since i t has remained sub­
s t a n t i a l l y u n a l t e r e d since i t s c o n s t r u c t i o n i n 1810, and i t i s a good example 
of Country Federal peri o d a r c h i t e c t u r e . The house served as the homestead f o r 
Samuel Fowler,Jr., an important commercial f i g u r e i n Danvers during the f i r s t 
h a l f of the 19th c. The c i v i c involvements of Fowler and h i s c h i l d r e n make 
the property an important one i n l o c a l h i s t o r y and government. 

Documentation r e l a t i n g t o the c o n s t r u c t i o n of the house, i n c l u d i n g Fowler's 
::ontract w i t h Stephen Whipple and Levi Preston, the b u i l d e r s , as w e l l as Fow­
l e r ' s own accounts, are included i n the c o l l e c t i o n of Fowler's papers located 
at the Essex I n s t i t u t e . O r i g i n a l and unusual wallpapers e x i s t i n the house 
today, the prime example being the hand-blocked "Pompeian Medallion" design 
Ln the f r o n t h a l l . Hand carving worthy of note includes egg-and-dart moulding 
c r o l l s , reeding, f i n g e r f l u k i n g , and s p i r a l carvings i n the f i r s t f l o o r rooms 

oome of the o r i g i n a l Fowler f a m i l y f u r n i s h i n g s are on view at the house today 
Df note are f a m i l y p o r t r a i t s and needlework examples. 

;5amuel Fowler J r . (1776-1854) began h i s commercial ventures i n 1799, i n t h a t 
i r e a of Danversport then known as New M i l l s , w i t h the purchase of 1/36 o a r t 
of two corn m i l l s , an o l d saw m i l l , a n d a dam. He added t o h i s holdings so t h ^ t 
iDy 1821, he applied f o r insurance on h i s c u r r i e r ' s shop, h i s g r i s t m i l l , h i s 
]3ark m i l l and house, h i s large b u i l d i n g f o r sawing marble, and h i s p u l v e r i z i m ^ 
m i l l . He was one of e i g h t men who financed the c o n s t r u c t i o n of the L i b e r t y 
bridge across Porter's River. Fowler i s also c r e d i t e d w i t h the i n t r o d u c t i o n 
of the tanning i n d u s t r y i n t o t h i s p a r t of Danvers. His account books and 
papers at the Essex I n s t i t u t e are an important source of i n f o r m a t i o n on the 
Leather and m i l l businesses from the l a t e 18th c. t o about 1850. 

i'owler served as a p r i v a t e i n the 1812 "alarm l i s t " a t Danvers New M i l l s , wheji 
•;he F r i g a t e CONSTITUTION, d r i v e n i n t o Marblehead by the English, was sighted 
by re s i d e n t s of New M i l l s . 
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9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Collection of Samuel Fowler,Jr.'s papers at the Essex I n s t i t u t e . 
"Essex I n s t i t u t e H i s t o r i c a l Collections",Vol.IXVII, Jan.1931. 
Stickney, The Fowler Family,Salem, 1883. 
History of the Town of Danvers,J.W.Hanson, Danvers, 1848. 
Tapley,Harriet, Chronicles of Danvers,Old Salem Village 1632-1923, 
Danvers H i s t o r i c a l Society,1923. ~ 

10. GEOGRAPHfCAL tJATA 
L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O ' ^ E R T Y 

C O R N E R 

NW 

N E 

SE 

SW 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees M inu tes Seconds 

L O N G l T U D E 

Degrees Minu tes Seconds 

L 4 T I T U n E A N C L O N G | - r j D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G T H t i L t l \ T Z R P O I N l O F A p r c O P E R T Y 

O F L E S S T H A N T E N A C R E S 

L A T l T U D E 

Degrees Minu tes Seconds 

22 " 42° 33 

L O N G l T U D E 

Degrees M inu tes Seconds 

70 ° 55 ' 29 " 

A P P R O X I M A T E A C R E A G E O F N O M I N A T E D P R O P E R T Y ; 

( L I S T A L L S T A T E S A N D C O U N T I E S F O R P R O P E R T I E S O V E R L A P P I N G S T A T E O R C O U N T Y B O U N D A R I E S 

rrr 

STATE; CODE COUNTY --'V> , ~ r \ CODE STATE; COUNTY --'V> , ~ r \ 

STATE; CODE COUNTY:,/\V' fs ^ ^'OX CODE STATE; COUNTY:,/\V' fs ^ ^'OX 

STATE: CODE \ CODE STATE: \ 

STATE; CODE couNT^ NAUONAL , ^ i CODE STATE; couNT^ NAUONAL , ^ i 
FORM PREPARED BY 

N A M E A N D T I T L E : 

For Elizabeth Amadon,State Survey Director, 
O R G A N I Z A T I O N 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

_By: B a r b a r a C h a m ' n . .qPNTRa 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R ; 

40 Beacon S t r ee t 

5 / 7 / 7 4 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

iBoston 617-727-8470 ' 
[12. STATE LIAISON OF F1C E R C fe R TIF IC A11 ON 

As the des ignated State L i a i s o n O f f i c e r for the Na­

t i o n a l H i s t o r i c P re se rva t ion A c t of 1966 ( P u b l i c L a w 

89-665), I hereby nominate t h i s property for i n c l u s i o n 

i n the N a t i o n a l Regis ter and c e r t i f y that i t has been 

evalua ted according to the c - i te r ia and procedures set 

f o r t h by the N a t i o n a l Park Service. The recommended 

l e v e l of s i g n i f i c a n c e of th i s nomina t ion i s : 

J t ional • State • L o c a l 

Name 

T i t l e 

Date 

w - / ' / \ l y y Qw<A* '^ 
norable John F.X.Davoren 
cretary of the Commonwealth 

!;l'idirmdn,MdsSdchuseLLs H i s L u i i u a L 
Commission 

Ma,ss,af;:hnsptts.. 
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

-025-

I hereby c e r t i f y that th i s proper ty is i nc luded i n the 

N a t i o n a l Regis ter . - ,,.: -; ; • : >. ^ ; ,• 

Director, Olfice ol Archeology and Historic Preservation 

-9//7/T z 
A T T E S T : 

' K e e p e r o f T t i e N a t i o n a l ^ r e g i s t e r 

Date 7 
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SFP 1 7 1974 
(Number an entries) ,pĵ g Fowler Housc, DaHversport, Massachusetts 

8. Significance (Cont'd) -2-

He was also a captain of the Dsinvers Light Infantry. He served 
his community as Danvers Selectman from 1835 through 1840, and 
was twice it s Representative to the General Court, in 1837 and 
in 1839. 

Fowler's third eldest son, Henry, whose daughters, the Misses 
Sarah and Adelaide Fowler, were to offer the Fowler House to 
SPNEA, grew up in the house. In 1826, Henry Fowler set off with 
William Endicott and Leonard Poole, on an expedition to the F i j i 
Islands aboard the Ship GLIDE. They were shipwrecked on an 
island reportedly occupied by cannibals, Henry was the only one 
of the three who lived to t e l l the tale, and he arrived home in 
Danvers from his adventure in I83O. In I838, he married Sally 
Putnam, the fi r s t white child to have been born at New Mills. 
Henry went on to serve as Danvers Selectman in 1844 and in 1845, 
and was on the committee which oversaw the division of Danvers 
into north and south portions in 1855. 

Fowler's fourth eldest son, Augustus, who also grew up in the 
Fowler House, acted as Danvers Selectman in 1855# in I856, and 

y^^-^ziy^ 
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(July 1968) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL R E G I S T E R OF HISTORIC P L A C E S 
PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

1. NAME 
C O M M O N A N D / O R H I S T O R I C NUMERIC CODE (Aeslen»d by NPS) 

The F o w l e r House same SEP 1 7 J974 
2. LOCATION 
S T A T E C O U N T Y T O W N 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s Essex Danvers 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R 

166 H i g h S t r e e t 

3. MAP REFERENCE 
S O U R C E D A T E S C A L E 

U . S . G . S . Sa lem,Mass . 1970 1 : 2 4 , 0 0 0 

REOUIREMEMTS: PROPERTY BOUNDARIES, WHERE REQUIRED. AND NORTH ARROWi 

cc 
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ENTRIES I N THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE MAS.«UfnmfigTTg 

Date Entered ^̂ P 1 7 1974 

Name Location 

fovlar House 
lisex County 

Also Notified 
Hon. Edward M. Kennedy 
Hon. Edward W. Brooke 
Hon. Michael J. iiarrlngton 
Regional Director, North Atlantic 
Region 

PR MMott/row 9/20/74 

Stats Historic Preservation Officer 
lion. John F. X. Davoren 
Secretary of the Conaaonwealth 
Chainoan, Massachusetts Historical 
CosMission 

40 Baaeon Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 


