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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The four-square brick Fowler House, built in 1810, is located on a 1% acre

lot bounding on the intersection of High Street and Route 35 in Danversport.
The area is high-density residential and the intersection is busy. A truck-
stop cafeteria and 19th c. church are on corners adjacent to the Fowler House}
a house stands on the opposite corner.

The southwest side of the lot, bounding on Route 35, is outlined partially
by a wooden spail fence, and partially by a black iron spail fence
directly in front of the house. No fence separates the lot from High Street
on the southeast, although a wooden split rail fence runs along the north-
east bound, and a wooden picket fence separates the lot from the neighboring
house to the northwest.

Samuel qu{er,Jr. purchased his house in 1799, in the part of,Danvers then
known/as ew Mills. 1In 1810 he contracted with Stephen Whipple and ILevi
Presfon to have the house built, measuring 44' long and 40' wide. The ten
room house was to be of brick and was to have four outer doors. The hip roof
was to rise to a flat top, measuring 10'x14'. Many of the rooms were to have
interior folding shutters with window seats, or just window seats. The
contract was dated Jan.31,1810, and the 13 member Fowler household moved in
on Oct. 29 of the same year.

The Fowler House today is not significantly different from the specifications
in Whipple and Preston's contract. It had remained in the posession of the
Fowler family until 1912, when ownership was transferred to William Sumner
Appleton, founder of SPNEA. At that time, Sarah Fowler noted that the house
had "never been altered or changed, several of the rooms have original wall-
paper, handcarved fireplaces, wainscotting and other carvings." Since the
house has been in SPNEA's ownership, necessary repairs have been made to the
house, a modern hood over the Liberty Street entrance has been removed, and
the later additions of wooden sheds and outbuildings forming the ell have
been altered idinside and out, for use as overseer's quarters.

The southwest facade and the two side elevations of the two story house all
have five bays and regular fenestration of 6/6 windows, which have plain

surrounds. The entrances to these elevations are all centrally placed and
have wooden door shutters. The facade entrance is ornamented with a 7-pane
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fanlight and 4-pane sidelights; the southeast and northwest doors are ornamented

with 5-pane fanlights.
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The Fowler House, Danversport, Massachusetts
7. Physical Description (Cont'd) -2-

There are four windows on the first story of each elevation, and
five on the second.

The shingled hip roof is truncated as specified in the 1810
contract; a widow's walk is located on the top. There are four
end chimneys; one each to the south of center on the southeast
and northwest roof planes, and two regularly placed on the
northeast roof plane., The foundation is granite.

A smaller, two-story, two-bay brick ell, probably dating to the
nineteenth century, is attached to the back, northeast elevation
of the house, It has a flat roof, and end chimney, and its
fenestration of (6/6) and (3/6) windows is regular. Yet another
two-story addition, probably twentieth century, with a north-
east-southwest ridge roof, and irregularly placed (6/6) windows
is appended to the northeast elevation of the brick ell., The
exterior of this addition is both clapboarded and shingled.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Fowler House is architecturally significant since it has remained sub-
stantially unalge%ed since its construction in 1810, and it is a good example
of Country Fedgfal period architecture. The house served as the homestead for
Samuel Fowler,Jr., an important commercial figure in Danvers during the first
half of the 19th c. The civic involvements of Fowler and his children make
the property an important one in local history and government.

Documentation relating to the construction of the house, including Fowler's
contract with Stephen Whipple and Levi Preston, the builders, as well as Fow-
ler's own accounts, are included in the collection of Fowler's papers located
at the Essex Institute. Original and unusual wallpapers exist in the house
today, the prime example being the hand-blocked "Pompeian Medallion" design
in the front hall. Hand carving worthy of note includes egg-and-dart mouldin
scrolls, reeding, finger fluting, and spiral carvings in the first floor room

some of the original Fowler family furnishings are on view at the house today
of note are family portraits and needlework examples.

samuel Fowler Jr. (1776-1854) began his commercial ventures in 1799, in that
prea of Danversport then known as New Mills, with the purchase of 1/36 part
bf two corn mills, an old saw mill,and a dam. He added to his holdings so th
by 1821, he applied for insurance on his currier's shop, his grist mill, his
bark mill and house, his large building for sawing marble, and his pulverizin
mill. He was one of eight men who financed the construction of the Liberty
Bridge across Porter's River. Fowler is also credited with the introduction
bf the tanning industry into this part of Danvers. His account books and
papers at the Essex Institute are an important source of information on the
leather and mill businesses from the late 18th c. to about 1850.

Fowler served as a private in the 1812 "alarm list" at Danvers New Mills, whel

the Frigate CONSTITUTION, driven into Marblehead by the English, was sighted
by residents of New Mills.
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8, Significance (Cont'd) =-2-

He was also a captain of the Danvers Light Infantry. He served
his community as Danvers Selectman from 1835 through 1840, and

was twice its Representative to the General Court, in 1837 and

in 1839.

Fowler's third eldest son, Henry, whose daughters, the Misses
Sarah and Adelaide Fowler, were to offer the Fowler House to
SPNEA, grew up in the house, In 1826, Henry Fowler set off with
William Endicott and Leonard Poole, on an expedition to the Fiji
Islands aboard the Ship GLIDE, They were shipwrecked on an
island reportedly occupied by cannibals, Henry was the only one
of the three who lived to tell the tale, and he arrived home in
Danvers from his adventure in 1830, 1In 1838, he married Sally
Putnam, the first white child to have been born at New Mills,
Henry went on to serve as Danvers Selectman in 1844 and in 1845,
and was on the committee which oversaw the division of Danvers
into north and south portions in 1855,

Fowler's fourth eldest son, Augustus, who also grew up in the
Fowlgg House, acted as Danvers Selectman in 1855, in 1856, and
in 1862, " )
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