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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Fort Pickering is located on the eastern and southern side of Winter
Island. This 38 acre, % mile long island is situated on the western side of
Salem Harbor and is connected to Salem Neck by a causeway. The fort site,
which occupies roughly two acres, commands the western approach to the Har-
bor. The present structures were built in 1863 by the Department of War
and are generally in a ruinous, but restorakle, condition.

\The original defenses, set up at the site in 1644 or before, were similar
to others in the Bay Colony. They were simple, unsophisticated earth and
wood structures, which received sporadic attention during the seventeenth
century. By 1706 the fort was rebuilt under the direction of the royal
engineers who had originally been sent by King William III to fortify the
colonies. ,

The first full description of the eighteenth century fort site was given
in 1794 after Congress had passed legislation for improving coastal defenses
Engineers' plans of that date indicate that Fort William was irregular in
shape with dimensions of 155' x 165'.. It contained separate structures for
barracks, magazine and lodgement for the captain of the fort. The main
battery of five heavy pieces faced the harbor behind a parapet of loose
stone and earth. “

\in October, 1794, Salem ceded the area of Fort William to the United
States. A new fort was immediately begun under the direction of S. Roche-
fontajne, the engineer in charge of fortifications in the New England area.
This fort was constructed of masonry and sods with a brick citadel for the
garrison to live in, under which were a powder house and a bombproof. Never
garrisoned, the fort deteriorated until 1799 when it was repaired and re-
named Fort Pickering. 4An engineer's repoff from 1811 describes Fort Pick-
ering as an enclosed work of masonry and sods mounting six heavy guns,
covered by a block house, a brick magazine and barracks for one officer and
thirty men. , o Cr g . S

Once again the fort deteriorated and in 1861 the government allocated
monies to repair it.

The outline of the present site of Fort Pickering strongly resembles that]
of the 1794 plans by Rochefontaine. The main structures are an earth-cov-
ered block house, which is partially surrounded by a stone wall, and an
earthen embankment. The embankment walls, approximately 4' high, are
covered by earthen revetments and are in excellent condition in some places,
notably at the southern end. The block house has two brick wvaults, openings
of which are outlined in granite; a well preserved granite wall, approxi-
mately 8' high, runs the length of its western side. About 20 yards south
of the blockhouse is a rectangular mound 20' high, containing a vault in its
southwestern corner. The location of this structure corresponds to the

¥

barracks location in Rochefontaine's drawings. Complete enclosure oﬁg#ﬁé_ﬁ‘~f,;
fort is prevented by an access way to a nearby Coast Guard facility?};? - 4
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Fort Pickering is the olde$t remaining fortified site in Salem and one of
the oldest in Massachusetts.) Although the exact date of its construction is
hot known, the fort was in existence by 1644. The fort was named for King
William in 1699; it was renamed for Queen Anne in 1704 but throughout the
eighteenth century was known locally as Fort William. In 1774, Fort William
served as a garrison for the 59th British Regiment under the command of
Colonel Ham¥lton; this regiment later participated in the Battle of Bunker
Hill. During the Revolution, the fort was garrisoned and protected the
large fleet of privateers operating out of Salem Harbor.

N Fort William was ceded to the United States governmment in 1794 and was
rebuilt at that time. Its name was changed in 1799 to Fort Pickering in
honor of Timothy Pickering, a resident of Salem who was Secretary of War
and then Secretary of State under President Washington and again under
President Adams. In the same year, the famous frigate Essex was built
under the protection of Fort Pickering's guns. The fort was still con-
sidered important to coastal defenses in 1864, when it was again rebuilt by
the federal government to include powder magazines and additional earth-
works. It was garrisoned during the Spanish American War in 1898 but was
later abandoned. {\_ '
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Dear Sirs:
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1. Essex County. Wenham, Claflin-Richards House.
2. Essex County. Beverly, The John Balch House.
3. Essex County. Salem, Fort Pickering.
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