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n Moved S O r i g i n a l Site 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The Cyclorama Building, built in 1884J faces southeast on Tremont Street in 
Boston's South End. It is bordered to the west by the Tremont Estates and Pennock 
buildit^s. The National Theater is adjacent to the east. The two-story brick and 
concrete Cyclorama Building is capped by a glass dome above a rotunda,* The original 
"Victorian feudal" facade had a keep and guard tower, but these were removed and 
the building was altered to its present appearance in 1922-23 when the Boston Flower 
Exchange moved in. At this time changes were made to the roof and the lantern was 
removed. In 1929 a second story was added to the office in the front of the building, 
A one-story addition was made to the rear of the building in 1949. 

The 135-foot long facade contains nine bays. The bays at each end contain two-
story arches outlined by inset blocks of concrete which form a pattern of squares 
topped by a concrete lintel. Windows f i l l the entire arched space at the second floor 
level. A wide panel divides the window area from the first floor doors which open 
directly onto the sidewalk. The central bay has a similar arrangement of windows 
and doors. However, a concrete parapet interrupts the arched corbelling that extends 
across the fu l l width of the facade, and continues above the roof line. This parapet 
is divided into a series of recessed rectangular panels, some of which contain heral­
dic shields and other decorative motifs. The brick wall on either side of this central 
and most prominent bay is divided into three bays containing round-arched second 
story windows and rectangular windows and door openings at ground level. 

The Cyclorama was built for the express purpose of housing a huge circular 
painting — 'The Battle of Gettysburg. " Although this panoramic form of painting 
is no longer exhibited here, the interior has not been changed significantly except 
that the 50-foot high brick rotunda is now covered over with a 127-foot diameter 
glass dome which replaced the original tin structure in 1922. , . 

Although basically in sound condition, the estimate for interior repairs and 
renovations is $500,000. A small theater, restaurant and the administrative offices 
of the surrounding Boston Center for the Arts complex are planned adaptive uses for 
this building. 

* This central space is the most outstanding physical feature of the building. 
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The Cyclorama is both a unique structure architecturally and a Victorian 
social document. The first building erected on the property was a large brick 
structure known as the Moody Sankey Tabernacle, dedicated in January, 1877, 
The scene of evangelical revival meetings, the venture was not a financial success 
and the building was demolished. The Cyclorama building was erected on tlje same 
site in 1884 by Bostdn architects CMples A. Cummifigs and Willard T, Se^s for 
Charles F. Willo^hby, a wealthy Chicago merchant, to provide exhibition space 
for a cyclorama of the Battle of Gettysburg, 

A cyclorama is defined as a pictorial representation of the whole view visible 
from one point by an observer who in turning around looks successively to all points 
of the horizon. The artist supposes himself surrounded by a cylindrical surface in 
whose center he stands and he projects the landscape from this position onto the 
cylinder. The observer stands on a platform which might represent the flat roof 
of a house or the top of a hill , for example, and the space between this platform 
and the picture contains real objects which gradually blend into the picture itself. 
Lighting effects are ingenious and to heighten the drama of the whole spectacle, 
passages leading to the platform are darkened. This distinctive method of painting 
in the grand manner was very popular in the 19th century. 

The painting, 'The Battle of Gettysburg, " was 400 feet in circumference and 
50 feet high. It was executed by the French artist, Paul Philippoteaux, a graduate 
of the ficole des Beaux-Arts and the author of a number of other cycloramic 
paintings, as was his father, Henri. In fact, Henri created a cyclorama of the 
"Siege of Paris, " which found its way to Boston in 1878, and was the f irst cyclorama 
exhibited in the city. Paul Philippote^fux was commissioned to paint the Battle 
of Gettysburg at a contract price of $50, 000 and came to this country to make 
sketches, plans and drawings of the battlefield, study official war maps in Washing 
ton and interview officers of both armies. With this documentary information he 
returned to Paris, where the great work was completed in two years. The exhibi­
tion opened in Boston on December 22, 1884, and was a tremendous popular success 
for several years. In 1924 the National Park Service acquired the painting and it is 
now exhibited at the Gettysboi^National Military Park in Pennsylvania. ^ ^ 

Other cycloramas exhibited in the building included "The Battle of the Little 
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S T A T E 

Massachusetts 025 
NATIONAL REGlStER VERiFICATION 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National • _ State Q Local ^ 

I hereby cert ify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Director, Office ol Archeology and Histetic Preservation 

Name 

Secrrffery of the Commonwealth and 
Chaii/aan, Massachusetts Historical 
•̂ "'̂  Commission 

Date March 12, 1973 
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8. Significance — Boston, Cyclorama Building 

Big Horn" by E. Pierpoint, a New York artist, in 1889; "Jerusalem, The Holy City 
at the time of Christ, " in 1891; and in 1895, an accurate and fiery representation 
of the Hawaiian volcano Kilauea, by Walter Burrage, who spent four months at the 
volcano's edge studying the topography. 

Declining public interest in cycloramas led to the use of Boston's Cyclorama 
, Building for exhibitions, roller skating, a bicycle arena and a garage. Albert 
iChampicfh invented his A.C. sparkplug here in 1907. The building was last used 
[commercially to house the Boston wholesale flower market, where colorful and 
fragrant plants and flowers filled the area under the dome. It is appropriate that 
the Cyclorama, which reflects the amusements of Victorian Boston, has been 
selected for re-use as part of the city's modern cultural complex — The Boston 
Center for the Arts. 
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CERTIFIED MAIL 

National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
18th and C Streets, N.W. " , .. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 . • * 

Attention: Mr. Jerry Rogers * . 

Dear Jerry: c,* 

Enclosed are National Register submissions for: 

Suffolk County, Boston, Cyclorama Building; 
Suffolk County, Boston, Highland Park. 

These have been declared eligible for submission by the Massachusetts 
Historical Commission, the State Review Board, and has been signed by 
Secretary of the Commonwealth John F. X. Davoren, Chairman of the 
Massachusetts Historical Commission and designated the State Liaison 
Officer. 

Please note that the properties covered by these submissions are to be 
included in our 1974 apportionment warrant. Therefore, we would appreciate 
your processing these nominations promptly. Please let us know if any other 
information is needed. 

• Sincerely, 

11. V 
Robert B. Rettig 
Executive Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 
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