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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The extant portion of the Granite Railway in Quincy is located 120' north
of the termination of Bunker Hill Lane. The area is also littered with
boulders, the remnants of once productive quarries.

A dirt path, commencing at the north end of Bunker Hill Lane, leads to
the railway and the defunct Bunker Hill Quarry. The railway begins at
the base of the quarry and runs in a northeast direction for 250'. The

damage from frost. The bed was filled with stone and the rail structure
was constructed in the following manner:

Stone sleepers were laid across the track eight feet
/:> apart. Upon these, wooden rails, six inches thick and
twelve inches high, were placed. Upon the top of these
ails, iron plates, three inches wide and one-fourth of
. inch thick, were fastened with spikes; but at all the
R 4 1973 Eé ossings of public roads and driftways stone rails were
‘EAJWONA%‘,A sed intead of wood. On top of these were placed iron
REGISTE “;“ lates four inches wide andlhalf an inch thick, being
R w\»/ firmly bolted to the stone.
’\U‘“
When the wooden rails began to decay, they were replaced with stone
and later iron. There are no rails left today. The granite sleepers
were cut to a size 7' long, 8" = 14" across the top, and 12" - 18"
deep. Each sleeper had a round, hand-drilled and centered hole about
1%" in diameter and 12" from each end of the sleeper. The holes were
used to fasten the rails to the sleepers.

TP

Today, the granite sleepers are the most prominent part of the railway.
Beginning at the base of the quarry, on the south side of the dirt path,
is located perhaps the first sleeper and the beginning of the railway.
Crossing the path a distance of 20' one does not find any sleepers at

the described eight foot intervals but rather fragments of granite. East
of the path, in a direct northeast line, are located a progression of
sleepers as detailed in the above description. The road bed is an
embankment, 4' deep and 5' - 6' wide, with the sleepers laid across the
embankment walls. The drill holes are still visible, although grass has
grown over some of the sleepers.

After a distance of 250', the railway ends in a pile of rough stone which
was used to form the base of the railway bed. An area 60' wide from each
embankment is included in this submission to preserve the setting of the

road.

1
Charles B. Stuart,C.E. Lives and Works of Civil and Military Engineers of

line, constructed in 1826, was laid on a road bed 1' - 4' deep to eliminate

America. New York: D. Van Norstrand, 1871, pp. 123=24.
2
Additional excavation would be necessary to determine otherwise. Recent

investigations indicate that this is the first sleeper and the

— beginning of the railway.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In a sense, the Battle of Bunker Hill is responsible for the first
commercial railway in the United States. In 1823, the Bunker Hill
Memorial Association was formed and the patriotic zeal of its organizers
brought together engineers, architects and financiers to commemorate the
historic battle. Once a suitable design for the monument, an obelisgk,
was decided upon, its architect and master builder, Solomon Willard,
located a quarry of granite in West Quincy to supply the construction
material. The next problem was how to transport the granite to the
monument site, a distance of twelve miles.

Gridley Bryant, a thirty-six year old engineer, proposed a railway from

the quarry to the Neponset River, where barges could then transport the

granite to the monument site. The idea was considered quixotic. Never-
theless, Thomas Hanasydxyéikins, the merchant -prince of Boston, provided
the financial backing for Bryant's scheme and the Massachusetts General

Court, amid the cries of "what do we know about railroads", approved

the petition for incorporation.

On October 7, 1826, a horse drawn railway car traversed the three mile
distance to the Neponset River. At a time when canals were considered
the most efficient mode of transportation, the railway was met with
skepticism. Daniel Webster, returning from the funeral of John Adams,
inspected Bryant's work and concluded that the future of such a mode of
transportation was dubious. However, Webster had not recognized the
remarkable engineering genius of Bryant. In the period of just seven
months, from the receipt of the incorporating charter to the opening of
the railway, Bryant had perfected machinery fundamental to the early
development of the railroad, such as the eight wheeled car, the turn-~
table, the portable derrick, the switch, and the turnout.

The Quincy Granite Railway was not the first example of rail use in the
United States. It was, however, the first efficient use of railways in
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Jolin F XK. Liavoren )Q?X)};&ﬁlx}(m ( Boston, Mass. 02108
5@%&%@p¢fmgiﬁamnwmwwéf 40 Beacon Street March 29, 1973

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

18th and C Streets, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20240

Attention: Mr. Jerry Rogers CERTIFIED MAIL

Dear Jerry:
Enclosed are National Register nominations for:

Norfolk County, Quincy, Quincy Granite Railway
Norfolk County, Quincy, Quincy Granite Railway Incline

These have been declared eligible for submission by the Massachusetts
Historical Commission, the State Review Board, and have been signed by
Secretary of the Commonwealth John F. X. Davoren, Chairman of the Massa-
chusetts Historical Commission and designated the State Liaison Officer.

You will note that both of these nominations cover portions of the
original Granite Railway structure. Though both portions of the Railway
might have been included in one submission, we have felt it advisable
not to do so because of problems arising from their different ownership
and from the local political situation.

Cordially,

kb,

Robert B. Rettig
Executive Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

RBR :pm
Encls.
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g//mmcﬁumllj ./ﬁ;/m«c'('a/ Commission

Jobe F= K. Davoron 1 fesyLvet Boston. Mass. 02108
Séwwbgkyfﬁéi%;mwﬁmwuuﬁg 40 Beacon Street (617) 727-8470

July 6, 1973

AUG 2 0 1973

NATIONAL
REGISTER

National Register of Historic Blaces
Department of the Interior

National Park Service 5
18th and C Streets, N. W.

Washington, D. C. 20240

Attention: Jerry Rogers CERTIFIED MAIL

Dear Jerry:

We a¥e resubmitting the National Register nomination for the
Quincy Granite Railway. Enclosed please find the corrected form
in compliance with your suggestions. You will note that the
railroad's term of use has been appended to the Statement of
Significance.

Sincerely,

@%aﬁezi K, Ormadon

Elizabeth R. Amadon
State Survey Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

w
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Date Entered U0CT 19 1973

Name Location
(\_fﬁ Crsoite Rallway Cuiney
Horfolk County
Fille-Stebbine Villa Springficld
Eonpden County

Also Notified

State Nimtorie Preservarion Officer

Hon., Edward M. Kemnedy fen. John ¥, X, Davoren
Hon, Edward W. Brecke Secretary of tha Commonwealth
Hon, Jumes A, Burke Chairman, Massachusetts Historieal
How, Hdward P, Boland Commdggion

40 Pescon Street
Director, Northeast Region Boston, Massachusetts 02108
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