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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Hamilton Historic District runs in a northeasterly-southwesterly
direction for approx1mately three—quarters of a mile along Bay Road (Route 1A)
and contains 62.10 acres. There are no cross roads in the district but two
streets lead off of it: Paddock Lane on the east side and Cutler Road farther
north on the west side. Tall trees, low stone walls, hedges, and picket and
wide board fences border the road on either side. There is a semi-circular
driveway leading to the large Colonial Revival Town Hall. The one commercial
structure in the area, the former village store, now contains the local post
office and an antique shop with a residence abowve. The building still retaing
its country store appearance with a covered veranda running the width of the
facade.

There are twenty houses in the district, ranging in age from the early
eighteenth through the nineteenth century. All are:privately owned and pre-
sently occupied, in excellent condition.: Large barns .flank many of the two-
-lor three-story structures, most of which are clapboard with shuttered windows |
Four of the dwellings and the church have been moved back from original sites
on the street and turned end on, creating spacious green lawns intermittently
among the houses left standi near the road. Eighteen of the dwellings were
built before 1872, one in 18 and one in 1900. Boundaries for the historic
district were made along back lot lines wherever possible.

The district also includes, besides the store (c. 1840) and the Town Hall
(1898) already mentioned, the Hamilton Cemetery (1706), Hamilton Village Green
an early cobbler's shop (not visable from the street and used as a dwelling),
and the Congregational Meeting House, first gathered in 1714, rebuilt in 1762,
turned and again rebuilt in Greek Revival style in 1843. The village (or mus-
tering) green is now a small triangle at the junction of Bay Road and Cutler
Road,” surroundéd by 'the:church, cemetery and a dwelling that was formerly
an early tavern and the first post office.

-One-of the earliest homes (c. %75%) in the historic district is found at
638 Bay Road. The house is a wood-framed clapboard saltbox with the large
center chimnéy, small windows and pedimented doorway typical of the period.

The Wigglesworth-Cutler House at 624 Bay Road was built ta-tyrdaT In 179(
a third story and large wing were added, resulting in the present Federal
style structure, with a hip roof interrupted by two chimneys set in from the
front and back, an enclosed entranceway with a small Palladian window above
it and the third story windows smaller than those on the floors below.

An imposing Greek Revival house (pre-1850) at 621 Bay Road has pedimented
gables on each side elevation and a three-bay facade divided by pilasters.
The center bay contains the porticoed entrance, topped by a balustrade and a
small center pediment set above the deep cornice. g

The Town Hall (1895- 98) is a large and impressive Colonlal R v;
ture, with the flve-bay center section set forward from the three
at each side. The three center windows on the second floox, arch

Al

the most recent in the district. Though' not academic, many of its features
(continued)
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entrance door and two flanking windows, have a 'deep pedimented le above ;%
them. The roofs are hipped on all three sections and crowned ov the centgz] 13}
section by a balustrade and a small cupola. The second floor wi wsy@ﬂTﬁB&  :¥
wings have small triangular pediments above them; heavy dentil tfﬁh togiﬁ&iJERAiQ/
cornice  around the entire building. . oy i \<, e s :>>y/
The stucco house at 568 Bay Road, built by Maxwell Norman in 1¢ :gﬁiﬁﬁ&
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7. Description (continued) = HAMILTON HISTORIC DISTRICT

reflect the Colonial Revival style, particularly the two-story section con-
taining the entranceway, which is set forward from the main block and has a
classical pedimented gable, corner pilasters and a broken pediment over the
door. The house is set on the crest of a hill and the site contains large
shade trees, evergreen groves and a pond.

The balance of the architecture in the district is mainly Greek Revival,
with some bracketed additions. Hamilton Center remains very much as it was
shown on early maps of 1856, 1872 and 1884; the atmosphere is still that of a
residential, rural small town.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 7' :

Hamilton's Historic District-includes the coﬁ@act section on Bay Road
(Route 1A) from #540 through:#700ven the westerly side-and m #563 through
#641 on the easterly side.r This is old Hamilton Center, from which the pre-
sent town developed. Here were the dwellings of the leaders and prominent
citizens of the town, the meeting house, the town green, the cemetery, the
post office, the tavern, the store and the blacksmith's shop.

The town history begins with at of Ipswich in the Massachusetts Bay
Colony when, in 1633, John Winthybp, Jr., son of the Governor, made the
first permanent settlement there’and, in 1638, secured a deed to the area
now encompassing the towns of Ipswich, Essex and Hamilton from Masconamet,
sagamore of the Agawam Indians. The area now Hamilton was called The Hamlet
the southern or Third Parish of Ipswich, after the parish established its
own church in 1714. The Hamlet separated entirely from Ipswich in 1793 when
it was incorporated as a town and named for Alexander Hamilton, the American
statesman. The first recorded land grant in The Hamlet area was to Matthew
Whipple in 1638. Bay Road (originally called Main Street) was laid out;
through his land in 1640; along this road the village of Hamilton was de-
veloped:.- Due to the topography and agricultural interests, there are even
today no parallel back roads in this area. Presumed to be the first state
highway, Bay Road became the post road and soon ran from Hingham through
Boston to Newbury. The name was officially changed from Main Street to Bay
Road in 1953 for historical and traditional reasons.

The first meeting/houses was built in 1714 and by then the first minis-
ter, Rev. Samuel WiggleswgyZ&, had already completed his dwelling next to it
The Whipple home, also a tavern, was on the other side and the cemetery was
across the road. The village green next to the church was the site of the
mustering place for all military activities and ceremonies.

The tenure of the first two ministers, Rev. Wigglesworth and Rev. Cut-
ler, spanned more than 100 ye s at the same church (1714-1768 and 1771-
1823) . The Rev. Manasseh Cutler, LL.D.. (1742-1823), who lived at 624 Bay
Road, won national recognition for his work for the Ohie Company of Asso-
ciates in its dealings with Congress for the purchase of land within the
Northwest Territory in Ohio, and for his contribution to the Ordinance of
1787 governing that territory. A Massachusetts Bay Colony Tercentenary
Commission marker indicates the spot outside his house from which a company
of local men (numbered by Ohio among its "original forty-eight pioneers")
left with a covered supply wagon on December 3, 1787 to~establish the first
permanent settlement in Ohio at Marietta in 1788. A

The town's first public library was established in 1890 in "the 3rd

(continued)




Felt, Joseph B. History of Ipswich, Essex and Hamilton. Ipswich, 1966

Safford, Daniel "Hamilton", History of Essex County, D.H. Hurd, Phila., 1888

Sprague, Geo. H. A History of the First Congregational Church of Hamilton,

1714-1964 Salem, 1964

Cutler, Wm. P. Life, Journals and Correspondence of Rev. Manasseh Cutler,LLD

Cincinnati, Ohio, 1888

Town of Hamilton -Viftal Records and Town Reports
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of Hamilton Salem, Mass. 1895
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8. Significance

room back on the left side" of the house of John L. Woodberry (588 Bay Road).
In 1898 the library was moved into the newly built Town Hall across the road.
In March of 1972 this area was made an Historic District by unanimous

vote of the townspeople of Hamilton.

|={ JANS 1973
\@, NATIONAL

Hamilton Historic District (continued)
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January 2, 1973

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

18th and C Streets, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20240

Att: Mr. Jerry Rogers CERTIFIED MAIL

Dear Jerry:
Enclosed is a National Register submission for:

Essex County, Hamilton, Hamilton Historic District

This has been declared elegible for submission by the Massachusetts
Historical Commission, the State Review Board, and hasebeen signed
by Secretary of the Commonwealth, John F.X. Davoren, Chairman of the
Massachusetts Historical Commission and designated the State Liason
Officer.

Cordially,
Robert B. Rettig

Executive Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

Enc.
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Doston, i{assachusettts 021038

‘ PHR NRowland:pel 4/27/73

Director, Northeast Region



