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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The ColonellJames Barrett Farm is located at no. 448 Barrett's Mill

Road, two miles from Concord Center. The house faces south at -a

distance of fifteen feet from the street and is a typical New England
farmhouse, of frame construction, two and one half stories high with a
gable roof. Its present appearance is the result of various constructions,
alterations, and additions dating from 1705 to the early twentieth century.

The central portion of the house is the oldest. Its eastern end dates
from 1705 and was originally a one-story, one room house. About 1720

the western end was built and a second story added to both sides. The
result was essentially what we see now, a five bay wide, two and one half
story facade with center entrance and large central chimney. To the

west of the main house is a three story wing, set back about eight feet
from the main facade. It was built c. 1760 and is two bays wide with

an entrance on the east side of the south front. Beyond this wing are
two large, detached barns of apparent eighteenth century origin. They
are in original, but very poor, condition.

From the time of the addition of the wing, the appearance of the house
did not change substantially until the mid-nineteenth century. At that
time a long woodshed of one and one half stories was added to the east
side and set back, like the 1760 wing, from the main facade of the house;
this wing is presently in poor condition. Near the end of the nineteenth
century various altérations weére made to the house. ~The heavy window
cornices of the elghteenth century portions of the house were removed,
the windows enlarged, "and two over one sashés installed throughout. A
wooden door hood with elaborately turned brackets was added above the main
entrance, the roof eaves were extended, and a chimney added to the north
slope of the west w1ng roof. At that time too, the entire house was
resheathed with ¢lapboards. : R

The interior of the house is remarkably 1ntact in all rooms except the
rear keeping room. Woodwork of fine quallty ‘exists in the panelling
(1720) of the west front room, and in the exceptlonal featheredge
sheathing on the stairway. There are uncased chamfered beams in the main
" rooms on the f1rst floor and beaded finished beams 1n tpe_phambers

above.

The Colonel James Barrett Farm has been part of a local Historic District
since 1961. The six acres of property 1nc1uded in the National Register
are part of a worklng “farf' and’ include fiélds and old fleldstone walls
dating to the eighteenth century.
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Architecture [} Landscape [] Sculpture Revolution
[ Art Architecture [C] Seocial/Human-
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Conservation r:l Music [1 Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Barrett House in Concord was the home of Colonel James Barrett,
Revolutionary War patriot and one of the primary flgures in the
events leading up to and surrounding the British march on Concord and
Iexinéton in April, 1775. Colonel Barrett was born in this house,
built by his father in 1705; it was operated as a farm by both father
and son for many years prior to the Revolution. Aside from farming,
Col. Barrett was well known in the area for his membership in many of
the county and state conventions and his participation in the
Provincial Congresses. He was representative to the Massachusetts
General Court .every year from 1768 to 1777.

In local affairs, Barrett commanded the militia regiment and super-
intended the collection and deposit of mllltary stores. for the M%ssa-
chusetts Committee of Public Safety. He used his own barn and outbuild-
ings as well as those of other Concord reSLdents to store powder,
flour, cannon, and other supplies necessary for m111tary operatlons.’
The main objective of the Br1t1sh march on Concord, April 19, 1775,

was to arrest Col. Barrett and search his property. However, a ay
before the British march, the Colonel received word of their plans

and thus, the four companies that reached his farm on the nineteenth
found neither the arms, which had been carried off or well hidden on
the property, nor the Colonel, who had gone to command the provincials
then engaging the remainder of the British forces at the North Bridge.
The British foray did net some cannon carriages and much time was spent
in burning and otherwise destroying them. Col. Barret's wife, Rebecca,
further detained the four companies searching the farm by offering
them drink. 1In this way they were kept from returning to the North
Bridge and assisting the remainder of the Royal troops in their
confrontation with the local militia. The rout that the British
suffered at the Battle of the North Bridge was a turning point in the
events of the day, putting the British on the defensive and forcing
their retreat to Boston.

In 1779 the Colonel died at the age of 69ad his son inherited the house
and property. The chain of inheritence from father to son continued
until 1894 when the property was sold out of the family.
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2. Location.

3. Classification.

4, Owner of Property.

5. Location of Legal Description.

6. Representation in Existing Surveys.

7. Description.
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9. Bibliography.
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PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM
(Type all entries - attach to or en plee'With photograph)
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COMMON AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE (Assigned by NPS)'$\°
\@‘t 3
Colonel James Barrett Farm
2. L.OCATION
STATE COUNTY TOWN
Massachusetts Middlesex Concord
STREET AND NUMBER
448 Barrett's Mill Road
3. PHOTO REFERENCE
PHQTO CREDIT DATE NEGATIVE FILED AT
Arthur F. March, Jr. O.D. Spring 1973 Arthur F. March Jr.
Zero Thoreau Street, Concord
4. IDENTIFICATION CWILLT ), N
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC. (o, 9% . N <A N
L™ Cornr A
;\- g “L:~,tlfwlfr_ U ;
F faci o o) ;
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Form 10-301 UNITED S ATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
(July 1968) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

PROPERTY MAP FORM
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)
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COMMON AND/OR HISTORIC " INUMERIC CODE (Assigned by NPS)
oy

Colonel James Barrett Farm 15%

2. LOCATION

STATE COl:JNTY TOWN

Massachusetts Middlesex Concord

STREET AND NUMBER

448 Barrett's Mill Road

3. MAP REFERENCE
SOURCE DATE SCALE

U.S.G.S. Maynard Quadrangle 1965 1:24,000

REQUIREMENTS: PROPERTY BOUNDARIES, WHERE REQUIRED, AND NORTH ARROW:

GPO 932.010
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National Park Service
18th and C Streets, N. W,
Washington, D, C, 20240

NATIONAL
A REGISTER

Attention: Jerry Rogers
Dear Jerry:
Enclosed are the National Register nominations for:

Berkshire County, Florida and North Adams, Hoosac Tunnel
Middlesex County, Concord, Colonel James Barrett Farm

They have been declared eligible for submission by the Massachusetts Historical
Commission, the State Review Board, and have been signed by the Secretary of

the Commonwealth, John F, X, Davoren, Chairman of the Massachusetts Historical
Commission and designated State Historic Preservation Officer.

Sincerely,

Elizabeth R. Amadon
State Survey Director .
Massachusetts Historical Commission
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October 23, 1973

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Sexvice

18th and C Streets, N.W,

Washington D.C. 20240

Attention Jerry Rogers

Dear Jerry:

We are resubmitting - the National Register nomination form for
the Colonel James Barrett Farm. Enclosed please find the form and
map with the latitude corrected as per your suggestion.

Sincerely,

é?ékl>¢llafh‘ é? Cmaclon (kgui)

Elizabeth R. Amadon
State Survey Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

PIW:
encl:



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE MASSACHUSETTS

Date Entered

Name Location

Barrett, Colonel James, Farm Concord
Middlesex County

Also Notified

Hon. Edward M. Kennedy State Historiec Preservation Officer
l‘ammlm Hon. Johm F. X. Davoren
« Paul W, Cromnin Seeretary of the Commonwealth
Chairmsn, Hassachusetts Historical
Director, Northeast Region Comuission

40 Beacon Street
Boston, Massachusetts 02108
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