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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

THe' Howe Village Historic District, Boxford, consists of approximately
65 acres. It lies about one mile to the east of Interstate 95. The District]
runs northwesterly from the Topsfield town line about % mile on either side
of Mass. Rt. 97 (Salem Road). This District centers around a number of
properties which date from the 17th to the 20th century.

There are few large open spaces except for the Aaron Perley farm in the
northwest corner of the District. Rather it is a cluster of homes, situated
relatively near the busy, tree-shaded state highway and surrounded by large
grounds. Of the fourteen structures in the District, the six which are 20th
century are all on the west side of Salem Road, affording protection for the

| eight historic structures on the east side of the road. Of the latter, the

of the District. The dwelllngs represent a variety of rural Colohial and
13th century styles. :

When traveling south on Salem Road, the first property on the left (east)
is the Aaron Perley House (1818), set back about 300 yards from the street
at the end of a drive which winds first through wooded land and then rolling
open fields onto which the house faces, affording it a fine vista to the
southwest. The 2% story white clapboard house, with its fanlighted front
doorway and double chimneys set in from the ends in the ridge of the low
pitched roof, has a group of outbuildings to one side and behind it, forming
a farm complex.

earliest is believed to date from 1684 (Thomas Perley House), tegéfocal point

facing the street, with a “Beverly jog"”on the north facade. An unusual
element is its %-size second story windows on the front facade immediately
beneath the eaves.

The third of these historically significant houses is the Little Hale
House, built in 1823 but so greatly altered its age is no longer recogniza-
ble. Nearby is the 0ld Hale House (1749), a 2% story saltbox, still re-
taining the center chlmney, graduated clapboards and small windows, typical
of the period.

The Thomas Perley House next door has been dated both 1684 and 1760 by the
JYoeal historian, Sidney Perley. From the present exterior appearance, the
latter date seems more likely as the house has no 17th century exterior
characteristics except possibly the large center chimney. However, it may
have been considerably altered since 1684. Today it is of yellow painted
clapboard with a pitched roof, enclosed front entrance porch with a pediment
and side lights, and uniformly spaced six-over-six windows.

The last three historic houses on the east side of Salem Road all date
from the middle 19th century and all are frame covered by clapbodards, 2%
stories high. The William Howe House (1859) was late Greek Revival origi-
nally but has had a two-story bay window and covered entrance porch added
to the front facade plus other protrusions to the south and north, resulting
in an ambiguous style and irregular mass.

The Edward Howe House (1844) next door with its regularly spaced windows
and green shutters is more classical in its simplicity and form and is built
in the Colonial manner, A small screened-in, one-story front porch has been
added to one end of the front facade. :

The last of these three 19th century houses, that of Leverett S. Howe |
(1849), is similar in its irregular massing (miscellaneous and asymptrlcal

(cont.)
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7. Physical Appearance (cont.)

porches, bay windows and dormers) to the aforementioned William Howe House
two doors away and is again basically Greek Revival. With shuttered windows,
it has a front screened-in veranda extending across the entire first floor
front elevation.

All dwellings are inhabited and in good repair. At present there is no
commercial or industrial activity in the Village. Howe Village's atmosphere
of history and its physical appearance create a strong unity in the Historic
District.

Description of Howe Village Historic District Boundaries

Beginning at the intersection of the Boxford town line, the centerline of
Salem Road (Route 97), and the southern boundary of the Dougher property;
thence following the Dougher boundary until it meets the eastern boundary of
the Shelly property; thence following, as necessary for a continuous unin-
terrupted boundary, the backlot lines of the Shelly property, the Barr proper-
ty, the Perkins property, and the Murray property, so as to include the Murray
property, until it intersects the centerline of Salem Road; thence following
southwesterly the centerline of Salem Road until it intersects an easterly
extension of the northern boundary of the Perry property, at approximately
where Ipswich Road joins Salem Road; thence running westerly across Ipswich
Road and along the northern Perry boundary; thence following, as necessary
for a continuous uninterrupted boundary, the backlot lines of the Perry pro-
perty, the LeBlanc property, the Carbone property, the Mueller property, and
the Cole property, until it intersects the centerline of Pye Brook Lane;
thence following this centerline until it intersects the western boundary of
the Dawes property; thence following the Dawes boundary until it intersects
the Boxford town line; thence following the town line across the Dawes pro-
perty, and then across the Scott Thompson property to the p01nt of beginning.
(See attached Historic District map.)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE ’
The Town of Boxford was founded by a group of set!g sayers
had come from Yorkshire, England to Salem in 1638 :%' %y/the

was incorporated as the Town of Boxford by a charter of

The main road going through Howe Village, called Salem Road (Route 97),
was the first road laid out in Boxford (1652) and before the Route 95 in-
terruption, ran continuously from North Andover to Ipswich. It was only
natural that a settlement such as Howe Village should ultimately develop
at a point on this road. Thomas Perley, who had purchased a large tract
of land bordering the road in the east, where he built his home in 1684,
conducted a public house and tavern to take advantage of the ensuing traffic

Although John Winthrop had procured a deed in 1638 from the Agawam Indian
chief for the large tract of land including what was later to become the
Town of Boxford, the chief's grandsons disputed this deed in 1700. 1In
January, 1701, a meeting between the Indians and a town committee was held
at Thomas Perley's public house in Howe Village. For a few pounds and
"vittels and drink" the Indians gave a quit claim deed for the territory
in dispute.

The Perley family, whose descendants inhabit Boxford,today, was prominent
in town and provincial affairs. The first Thomas Per@éy was an influential
man, being one of the early representatives to the General Court and an
incumbent of most of the town offices. In 1727 his son, s r a man of
means, was a captain in the militia and periodically a representative to
the General Court. /

Thomas' son, Asé, was born in this house (and rebuilt it in 1760, ac-
cording to historian Sidney Perley's original 1893 account.) He too was a
representative to the General Court, a Selectman for ten years and in 1775
a member of the Provincial Congress. Major Asa Perley died in 1806, leaving
the property to his son, Samuel, whose son, Ira, became Chief Justice of
the Supreme Cou of New Hampshire. '

“The Aaron Pg¢rley homestead, in the northwest corner of the Historic Dis-

trict, was inherited by Thomas, the grandson of the first Thomas Perley.
The present 1818 house was built by the great-grandson of Thomas, Aaron
Perley, who was a wealthy and influential member of the community. The
spacious federal style house, surrounded by extensive fields and woods,
reflects this affluence and is of architectural importance.

The 0ld Hale House to the north of the Thomas Perley House was owned
by Hales from the date of construction (1749) to 1888. Seemingly little
altered since construction, it is architecturally significant as an example
of middle 18th century building.

63
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Perley, Sidney: History of Boxford, 1880, published by the author

Perley, Sidney: Dwellings of Boxford, 1893, Essex Institute, Salem, Mass.
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8. Statement of Significance (cont.)

The Little Hale House next door, built as a store but never used as one,
has had a variety of owners and uses, the latter including a shoe manufactory
for a short period.

The remaining four historic houses in the District were either built by
or resided in by various members of the Howe family, from which the area gets
its name. Shoe manufacturing was a profitable part of the village's economy
during the 19th century; the Howe family were leaders in this occupation.
Shoe making was carried on at both the Edward Howe House and the William Howe
House from the 1840's until almost the end of the 19th century.

Howe Village was voted a Chapter 40C Historic District by the Town of
Boxford on March 1, 1971.
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