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The B i l l e r i c a Town Common D i s t r i c t encompasses about twenty acres, i n c l u d i n g 
the Town Common and p r o p e r t i e s f r o n t i n g on the roads bounding i t , i . e . , prop­
e r t i e s on Concord Rd. from no. 1 t o no. 31, on Cummings St. from no. 1 t o 
no. 6, and on Boston Rd. from no. 414 t o no. 446. At no. 446 the d i s t r i c t 
includes a p o r t i o n of the rear l o t l i n e of said property t o a distance of 
285 f e e t from the f r o n t l o t l i n e . The Common i s the f o c a l center of the d i s ­
t r i c t . E n c i r c l e d by wide roads and co n t a i n i n g many f i n e o l d shade t r e e s , the 
Common i s a t r i a n g u l a r t r a c t o f land over two acres i n size and i s ornamented 
w i t h various monuments and memorials (most c. l a t e 19th century) of l o c a l im­
portance. At i t s southern end i s a small, octagonal, wooden bandstand (1890) 
w i t h Moorish i n f l u e n c e d e t a i l i n g ; while t o the n o r t h , near the mouth of 
Andover Road, i s a g r a n i t e watering trough w i t h s t i c k s t y l e canopy, (1881). 

The b u i l d i n g s surrounding the Common are a diverse and mixed group i n c l u d i n g 
r e s i d e n t i a l , commercial, r e l i g i o u s , and c i v i c s t r u c t u r e s , ranging i n date 
from the l a t e 18th t o the l a t e 19th century. Styles represented are the 
Federal, Greek R e v i v a l , I t a l i a n a t e , Second Empire, High V i c t o r i a n Gothic, 
and C o l o n i a l Revival modes. 

The e a r l i e s t s t r u c t u r e s i n the d i s t r i c t are three Federal houses: no. 432 
Boston Rd. (1796), no. 1 Concord Rd. (1804), and no. 381 Boston Rd. (1811). 
These houses are a l l of s u b s t a n t i a l size and share a basic square p a r t i 
t h a t includes a f i v e bay wid t h t o each s i d e , hipped r o o f , and c e n t r a l e n tran­
ces on a t l e a s t two sides. No. 432 Boston Rd. i s now p a r t i a l l y converted t o 
commercial use and the west f r o n t has been a l t e r e d i n c l u d i n g the removal of 
the entrance from the center t o the l e f t s i d e . The south e l e v a t i o n , w i t h i t s 
center entrance, remains b a s i c a l l y unchanged as does the hipped r o o f w i t h 
t a l l end chimneys. A s i m i l a r house, no. 381 Boston Rd., i s i n e x c e l l e n t 
o r i g i n a l c o n d i t i o n w i t h simple e x t e r i o r t r i m and decoration confined t o the 
e l l i p t i c a l f a n l i g h t above the east entrance and the l u n e t t e above the south 
entrance. No. 1 Concord Rd. i s the f i n e s t house i n the d i s t r i c t . Unlike 
the previous houses, i t i s clapboarded on two sides only; the n o r t h and south 
e l e v a t i o n s are faced w i t h b r i c k . Decorative d e t a i l i n g extends around the 
house w i t h a continuous m o d i l l i o n cornice and r u s t i c a t e d cjuoins a t a l l four 
corners. The west, or main, facade contains a h i g h l y successful and b e a u t i f u l 
doorway framed i n c l u s t e r e d and panelled p i l a s t e r s capped w i t h hewn consoles 
and a d e n t i l e n t a b l a t u r e . A keystone e l l i p t i c a l arch w i t h recessed panelled 
spandrels, encloses a leaded f a n l i g h t and r e s t s atop s i d e l i g h t s w i t h leaded 
glass panes a r t i c u l a t e d i n geometric p a t t e r n s . S i m i l a r but smaller framed 
and f a n l i g h t e d doorways are on the n o r t h and south sides. As i n the other 
houses, a service e l l extends from the rear e l e v a t i o n . The b u i l d i n g i s capped 
w i t h a hipped r o o f and three bay monitor and i s framed by t a l l , p a i r e d .". 
ohiimeys a t the n o r t h and south ends. 

The Town Common D i s t r i c t contains three Greek Revival b u i l d i n g s , i n c l u d i n g 

two churches. The B a p t i s t Church (1828, moved t o present l o c a t i o n from 

No. B i l l e r i c a i n 1844) i s a very simple, clapboard s t r u c t u r e o f t y p i c a l 

New England meetinghouse p l a n . I t i s rectangular w i t h the p r i n c i p l e entrance 

a t the gable end and a small steeple capping the gable r i d g e above the 

(Cont.) 
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entrance. Corner p i l a s t e r s and a prominent gable molding show the Greek 
Revival i n f l u e n c e . Though the facade and steeple have been a l t e r e d , and 
stained glass s u b s t i t u t e d f o r the o r i g i n a l small paned sashes, the church's 
simple plan remains. The F i r s t Parish Church i s a 1970 r e c o n s t r u c t i o n of 
the o r i g i n a l b u i l d i n g , erected i n 1797, a l t e r e d t o Greek Revival s t y l e i n 
1844, and burned i n 1968. The new s t r u c t u r e contains the o r i g i n a l Doric 
p o r t i c o and much of the o r i g i n a l facade and steeple from the 1844 remodel­
l i n g , making i t an impressive and c l a s s i c essay i n the Greek Revival mode. 
The t h i r d Greek Revival b u i l d i n g i n the d i s t r i c t i s no. 414 Boston Rd., 
a l a r g e , clapboard house e x h i b i t i n g mature C l a s s i c a l elements i n i t s f i r s t 
s t o r y colonnade, ro o f cornice f a s c i a band, emphatic gable ends, and square, 
p i l a s t e r e d cupola. I t s s t r e e t o r i e n t a t i o n , w i t h the broad side of the house 
t r e a t e d as the p r i n c i p l e facade, i s a concession t o the Federal peri o d houses 
of the d i s t r i c t . A p a i r of n i c e l y d e t a i l e d bay windows on the west e l e v a t i o n 
are I t a l i a n a t e i n s t y l e and probably date from the e a r l y 1860's. 

The Masonic Temple on Concord Rd. was o r i g i n a l l y b u i l t as a store 
about 1850 and shows the in f l u e n c e of the I t a l i a n a t e s t y l e and of a l a t e r 
C o l o n i a l - R e v i v a l remodelling. I t i s two s t o r i e s , of t r i p a r t i t e p lan w i t h 
clapboard sheathing on a l l e x t e r i o r w a l l s except the c e n t r a l bay of the 
east facade, which i s matched board. P r o j e c t i n g eavefe w i t h corner brackets 
and c l a s s i c a l window caps are I t a l i a n a t e . The c e n t r a l bay, w i t h i t s .four 
Doric p i l a s t e r s r i s i n g a two-story height and t e r m i n a t i n g i n a steep pedi­
ment w i t h blank f r i e z e and decorative oculus window, i s the r e s u l t df a 
remodelling f o r the purposes of the Masonic Lodge and was done e a r l y i n t h i s 
century. Two other mid-nineteenth century houses are at no. 1 and no. 6 
Cummings St. No. 6 (1858) i s a t y p i c a l New England farmhouse. B u i l t two 
s t o r i e s high w i t h clapboard e x t e r i o r and gable r o o f , i t i s an austere b u i l d ­
ing w i t h no a r c h i t e c t u r a l t r i m or decoration except i n the very simple covered 
porch. A barn and large e l l are attached t o the west side of the house. 
No. 1 Cummings St. (c. 1870) i s a large house e x h i b i t i n g aspects of the 
I t a l i a n a t e s t y l e i n i t s three s t o r y , pentagonal bay p r o j e c t i n g from the 
center o f the facade, i n the two s t o r y bay window on the no r t h s i d e , and 
i n the wide, p r o j e c t i n g eaves, supported a t the bay and at the corners of 
the b u i l d i n g by strapwork brackets. I t i s of wooden clapboard c o n s t r u c t i o n . 

No. 446 Boston Rd. i s a Second Empire s t y l e manse, three bays wide, t w o -
bays deep, and three s t o r i e s high. I t i s clapboarded w i t h a p r o j e c t i n g 
entrance porch and bay above, and i s w e l l d e t a i l e d w i t h r u s t i c a t e d quoins 
a t the corners of the porch and outside w a l l s . The roof i s a s l a t e shingled, 
curved mansard,supported on paired brackets, w i t h recessed dormers and a 
prominent c e n t r a l gable. 

Two p u b l i c b u i l d i n g s i n the d i s t r i c t are the Bennett Public L i b r a r y and the 
Town H a l l . The L i b r a r y , on Concord Rd., i s i n the High V i c t o r i a n Gothic 
s t y l e and i s a small s t r u c t u r e , of vaguely c r u c i f o r m plan w i t h a picturesque_, 
gabled s i l h o u e t t e . l t i s constructed of red pressed b r i c k w i t h panel b r i c k , 
sandstone, and jigsaw cut and turned wood t r i m . The roof i s steeply p i t c h e d 
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and covered w i t h s l a t e shingles and copper c r e s t i n g . The east facade di s p l a y s 
a large, stained glass rose window, and at the east crossing, the gable r i d g e 
i s capped w i t h a f r e e l y s t y l e d s p i r e t e r m i n a t i n g i n a copper pinnacle and 
weathervane. The i n t e r i o r has been a l t e r e d very l i t t l e since i t s construc­
t i o n , and the golden oak and ash w a i n s c o t t i n g , as w e l l as t e r r a - c o t t a 
f i r e p l a c e mantels and o r i g i n a l f u r n i t u r e , remain i n e x c e l l e n t c o n d i t i o n . 

Also on Concord Rd., i s the Town H a l l . The l a r g e s t s t r u c t u r e i n the d i s t r i c t , 
i t was completed i n 1895 near the s i t e of an e a r l i e r town h a l l which burned 
i n 1893. The present b u i l d i n g i s of b r i c k w i t h limestone t r i m done i n the 
s t y l e of the l a t e English Renaissance. I t i s composed i n a c l a s s i c 'H' 
pl a n , i . e . a long c e n t r a l p a v i l l i o n w i t h high hipped r o o f , flanked by 
s t r o n g l y p r o j e c t i n g , and much narrower, end p a v i l l i o n s . The east f r o n t 
of the main p a v i l l i o n i s embellished i n the f i r s t s t o r y w i t h a P a l l a d i a n 
arched l o g g i a , behind which open the main doors t o the b u i l d i n g . Above 
t h i s , the second s t o r y contains a c e n t r a l l y placed P a l l a d i a n window, 
flanked w i t h two round arched windows on e i t h e r side.A Wrenn-inspired 
cupola w i t h a b e l l - r o o f e d l a n t e r n surmounts t h i s ensemble. 

Other b u i l d i n g s i n the d i s t r i c t include a simple l a t e nineteenth century 
wooden business block on Boston Rd. and a large modern business block 
on the corner of Boston Rd. and Andover Rd. and con t i n u i n g t o a separate 
t h r e e - s t o r y o f f i c e b u i l d i n g on the south side of Andover Rd. 
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S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The B i l l e r i c a Town Common D i s t r i c t contains some of the town's most 
s i g n i f i c a n t b u i l d i n g s , and equ a l l y important, t h i s ensemble o f town 
common and surrounding b u i l d i n g s i s a t a n g i b l e record of the community's 
development and a cogent reminder of the r o l e which the "common" played 
i n the growth and e v o l u t i o n of the New England town. 

The area around the B i l l e r i c a Common was the e a r l i e s t i n the town t o be 
s e t t l e d . Several f a m i l i e s from nearby Woburn moved here and founded 
the town, o r i g i n a l l y a p a r t of Cambridge, i n 1655. At t h a t time a s t r i p 
of land was set aside as "a common f o r e v e r " , o f which the s u r v i v i n g Common 
i s but a small p a r t . I n 1658, t w e n t y - f i v e f a m i l i e s were here, and two 
years l a t e r the f i r s t meetinghouse was b u i l t a t the southeast end of the 
Common. The o r i g i n a l settlement b u i l d i n g s were c l u s t e r e d about t h i s 
s t r u c t u r e on the Common as a means of p r o t e c t i o n from the h o s t i l e e n v i ­
ronment. I n 1707, the o r i g i n a l ten acre Common was pared t o i t s present 
two acres when the town's second m i n i s t e r , Samuel Ruggles, received the 
bulk of the Common land next t o the meetinghouse i n a town g r a n t . The 
second ( 1594) and t h i r d (1738) meetinghouses continued t o occupy the 
same l o c a t i o n as the f i r s t , next t o Rev. Ruggle's l o t . This s i t e remained 
the most important i n the town through the eighteenth century, f o r not 
only was i t the center of r e l i g i o u s a c t i v i t y , but al s o , u n t i l a town h a l l 
was b u i l t i n 1798, i t was town meeting^iciace, as w e l l . On the Common, 
near the meetinghouse, was the " t r a y n i n g ground" where the B i l l e r i c a 
m i l i t i a mustered before marching t o Concord t o engage the B r i t i s h on 
A p r i l 19, 1775. 

Post-Revolutionary p r o s p e r i t y a l t e r e d the appearance o f the Common. I t 
was s t i l l the town center, but i t s f u n c t i o n had changed from a place of 
saf e t y and refuge f o r the e a r l y s e t t l e r s t o a s e t t i n g f o r the town's 
most important p u b l i c and domestic s t r u c t u r e s . Prosperous townspeople 
built new houses t o replace the more p r i m i t i v e e a r l y s t r u c t u r e s . A new 
meetinghouse was b u i l t on land near the Common, and, when the o l d meeting­
house was removed, the Common's t r a n s f i g u r a t i o n t o a pleasant, open park 
was complete. . „ • •, ^ ̂  

*3 X 
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Significance Cont. B i l l e r i c a 

From t h i s time onward, many of B i l l e r i c a ' s most prominent c i t i z e n s s e t t l e d 
i n the d i s t r i c t . No. 432 Boston Rd. (1796) was b u i l t by James Abbott, a town 
c l e r k and State Representative; no. 381 Boston Rd. (1811) was the home of 
Joseph Locke, lawyer and f i r s t Lowell Judge when t h a t court was es t a b l i s h e d 
i n 1836; no. 414 Boston Rd. (1833) was the residence of mill-owner, Luther 
Faulkner; and no. 1 Concord Rd. (1804) was b u i l t f o r Dr. W i l l i a m Bowers, the 
town phy s i c i a n . The F i r s t Parish U n i t a r i a n Church (1797) and the B a o t i s t 
Church (1828, moved t o present l o c a t i o n i n 1844) also s e t t l e d on land 
bordering the Common, as d i d the Town H a l l (1845, present s t r u c t u r e 1895) 
and the Public L i b r a r y (1880). 

The e x i s t i n g s t r u c t u r e s i n the D i s t r i c t a l l date subsequent t o the Revolution 
and demonstrate a f i n e v a r i e t y of New England vernacular a r c h i t e c t u r e f or the 
110 years between 1790 and 1900. The Dr. Bowers House i s an impressive country 
Federal mansion w i t h b e a u t i f u l l y scaled and d e t a i l e d t r i m , and a much-oublishec 
f r o n t entrance. The F i r s t Parish Church's reconstructed b u i l d i n g , besides 
m a i n t a i n i n g the s t r i c t e s t adherence t o the o r i g i n a l church design, contains 
the c o l o n i a l p u l p i t and pews from the famous New Br i c k Church i n Boston, 
where Ralph Waldo Emerson was m i n i s t e r . And., next door t o the church, the 
Bennett Public L i b r a r y i s a r i c h l y ornamented and remarkably i n t a c t V i c t o r i a n 
Gothic m i n i a t u r e w i t h h ardly an equal i n the s t a t e . Apart from these 
s i n g u l a r s t r u c t u r e s , i t i s the t r a d i t i o n s , the h i s t o r i c a l c o n t i n u i t y of the 
Common i t s e l f , which provides a u n i f y i n g s e t t i n g f o r the d i v e r s i t y of b u i l d i n g 
types and s t y l e s i n the d i s t r i c t and c o n t r i b u t e s immeasurably t o a sense 

of B i l l e r i c a ' s past, 
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(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 
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COMMON A N D / O R H I S T O R I C NUMERIC CODE (AI algned by NPS) 

B i l l e r i c a Town Common 
D i s t r i c t Same AUG 1 4 1373 

2. LOCATION 
S T A T E COUN TY TOWN 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s M i d d l e s e x B i l l e r i c a 
S T R E E T A N O N U M B E R 

3. MAP REFERENCE 
S O U R C E 

Town of B i l l e r i c a 
Assessors Map n.d. 1" = 200' 

REOUtREMEHTS: PROPERTY BOUNDARIES. WHERE REQUIRED. AND NORTH ARROW, 

Properties i d e n t i f i e d on key accompanying map. 

Map of B i l l e r i c a Town Common D i s t r i c t . 

GPO 932.010 



BILLERICA TOWN COMMON DISTRICT BILLERICA, MASSACHUSETTS 

KEY TO MAP 

1. No. 381 Boston Road, Josiah Locke House 
2. No. 1 Concord Road, Dr. Bowers House 
3. Concord Road, Bennett Public Library 
4. Concord Road, F i r s t Parish Universalist Church 
5. Concord Road, Masonic Temple 
6. Concord Road, Tovm Hall 
7. Concord Road, Baptist Church 
8. No. 6 Cuiranings Street, Jackson Wright House 
9. No. 1 Cummings Street, Edward Dickinson House 
10. No. 446 Boston Road, Paul H i l l House 
11. Boston Road, 19th century business block 
12. No. 432 Boston Road, James Abbott House 
13. No. 414 Boston Road, Luther W. Faulkner House 
14. Boston Road and Andover Road, business blocks 
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40 Beacon S t . 
Icston. ^iimy 02/08 

J u l y 23, 1973 

Nati o n a l Register o f H i s t o r i c Places 
Department o f the I n t e r i o r 
N a t i o n a l Park Service 
18th and C S t r e e t s , N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

At t e n t i o n : J e r r y Rogers 

s mm < 
Its!' JUL 2 71973 ' 

REGISTER 

I--

CERTIFIED MAIL 

Dear J e r r y : 

Enclosed i s the N a t i o n a l Register nomination f o r : 

Middlesex County, B i l l e r i c a , B i l l e r i c a Town Common D i s t r i c t 

This has been declared e l i g i b l e f o r submission by the Massachusetts 
H i s t o r i c a l Commission, the State Review Board, and has been signed 
by the Secretary of the Commonwealth, John F. X. Davoren, Chairman 
of the Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission and designated State 
Preservation O f f i c e r . 

S i n c e r e l y , 

c^A^ceZ (IMIOL (f)g^^ 
E l i z a b e t h R. Amadon 
State Survey D i r e c t o r 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
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1970 Warrant! •'Annual Meetinp 

Article 52» < 1 : ^ ^ ' ^ - > ^ ^ f ^'^'^y^) 

To sea If the Town will vote to raise and aporoprlete 

the sum of $6,500.00 or transfer from available funds, 

for the purpose of completing a f u l l and comprehensive study 

of traffic radiating from the Canter of Billerica, In order 

to relieve the present and projected traffic control problems. 

Said study to be under the supervision of the Chief of Police, 

Administrator of Public Works and the Board of Selectmen, in 

cooperation with the State Department of Public Works, and the 

result of said stiady to be reported at the next Special or 

Annual Town Meeting! or act in relation thereto. 

Submitted by Billerica Police Department, 

^ot recommended by Finance Committee^ 



Septembers, 1973 

I Comsord Road, 
Billerica, Maee. 
0ia2I 

Oapt« of Transportation 
Federal Higtway Adninistration 

John r« Koraiedy Building 

Bewten, Ktass. 

Door S i r e , 

Ms would like to infora you that tho Billarica Toon CQonon and 

Sabbath Day Houao have boon added to tha National Register of Historic 

Placos. We expact that accordinq to the Historic Preservation Act of 

1966 section 106 your agorwy ehould contact tho Advisory Council on 

Historic Preeervation for rscooMiended action inaamuch as tha Topics 

Traffic Plan for Billerica Cantor ctviflicta with tho historical valuoe 

of the erM. 

A fsderally funded project, the Topics Plen deee alter end deetroy 

the Billorica Comnon aree, isoletea and altera it from ite aurround* 

ing anvironment, and introduces vimial, audible, and atmoapheric ele« 

ments out of character oith the property end its setting. 

Becauee the Topics Plan creates a change in the quality of the 

historical, architecturelt and cultural character of the Billerica 

Common aree, we hope you oill aesure ua that it a i l l go before the 

Advisory council on Historic Pressrvation for their rocommendatiene* 

Sincerely, 
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" ^ abtath Day House" 
20 •^ndover ^oad 
B i l l e r i c a , Mass. 0X821 
September 10, 1973 

The National Register of H i s t o r i c ?laces 
U. S. Deoart.Tient of the I n t e r i o r 
National Pork Service 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear S i r , 

Citi z e n s i n B i l l e r i c a are very g r a t e f u l t h a t the B i l l e r i c a 
Common Area has been l i s t e d on the National Register or His­
t o r i c i'laces. My hj^sband and I are, also, pleased t h a t the 
"SabbRth Day House was also accented. 

Many of us i n town sre s t i l l apprehensive l e s t sudden work 
begin to change the q u a l i t y of the Common Area, V«'e have been 
conscious of a sharp ^confllc±- between two groups, one of which 
claims t h a t the proposed Topics program w i l l not be de­
t r i m e n t a l to the h i s t o r i c Common A^ea and a large group of 
c i t i z e n s who claim i t w i l l . 

The enclosed l e t t e r from engineer Robert Tierney to me i s 
t y p i c a l of the q u i e t , convinciny way the proponents t r y t o 
ease the minds about "Topics , a t r a f f i c plan^ My r e p l y t o 
Mr, Tierney's l e t t e r i s enclosed and in d i c a t e s t h a t a simple 
s o l u t i o n i s necessary r a t h e r than the involved changes of 
"Topics", 

The a r t i c l e i n the " A d v e r t i s e r " , 9/5/73, quotes the admini­
s t r a t i v e a s s i s t a n t , Robert '''iitehell,8s s t a t i n g t h a t t o the 
best of his knowledge the Methuen f i r m has the go-ahead and 
may show up t o s t a r t c o n s t r u c t i o n any day. Mr. i v l i t c h e l l i n - i f 
dicated t h a t the aKreementJwas signed l a s t May; wfaiXe f t h e 
d e t a i l on t h i s p o i n t i s t w o f o l d : l ) The contract wasjawarded 
July 2l\. and the c e r t i f i c a t i o n date was August li|., the same 
date as the acceptance of the ^ommon Area on the ^^ational 
Register. 2.i Many c i t i z e n s b e l i e v e the Selectmen have not 
been authorized by the town t o approve "Tonics since the 
o r i g i n a l a r t i c l e i n i t i a t i n g a c t i o n was f o r a study t o be r e ­
ported bacl^' t o the town meeting f o r a vote. The o r i g i n a l 
a r t i c l e i s enclosed, •'•hus, we b e l i e v e the s i g n i n g of the agree­
ment and the awarding of the co n t r a c t were i l l e g a l a c t s . 

There i s a town lawyer working on behalf of the Marshall fam­
i l y ( a b u t t e r s on the '-'ommon) and the p r o b a b i l i t y of a r e ­
s t r a i n i n g order^ although a c t i o n i n t h i s d i r e c t i o n i s exceed­
i n g l y cautious. 

hope îTQ w i l l be a review. 

copyJ t o iV^assachusetts 
H i s t o r i c Commissioti 

S i n c e r e l y , 

(Mrs.) Carolyn T. Abbot 







20 -̂ n̂dover ̂ oad 
B i l l o r i c a , Mass. 01"21 
May 25, 1973 

THE COMMOMEALTH OP MASSACHUS--̂ TTS 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS ' 
100 Nashua S t , 
Boston, Mass. 021li^ 

Dear Mr, Tierney^ 

I ain g r a t e f u l f o r the courtesy shown by your department. 

I n response to ynur recent l e t t e r , p/l6/73^ I would l i k e t n 
make a suggestion. A d m i t t e d l y , the "Tnnics ninn f o r " i l l ^ r . • 
Center i s only a tamporary s n l u t i o n , a shockinp-; e x h i b i t i o n on 
the p a r t of the m a j o r i t y of the selectmen demon.-:̂  t r at infr t h e i r 
i n s e n s i b i l i t y t o t h e w i l l of the people, and an excess've i;̂ 3e 
of funds when a s i m p l i f i e d s o l u t i o n would be s a t i s f a c t o r y . 

At the recent p u b l i c hef.rin;', we could sneak only once, and the 
o p p o r t u n i t y to present an >-rfornsj:e s.f)̂ ^^y^yTp>.JJvs yalsFed, 

few d i r o o t 4 f r n a l i i g i i t g ; ^ 
A b e t t e r Vvay v/ould t e to put uim̂ ĉ (̂v<sg3tea©Rc3̂ ^̂  ond 
a p r o t e c t i v e p l a t f o r m w i t h i-o:ne'sort of r a i l i n g f o r the n o l i ceman 
d i r e c t i n g t r a f f i c i f t h e l i r h t s are o f f , or i f at some hour? a 
policQiran d i r e c t i n g i s p r e f e r r e d . 

Also, I v.'ould recomriend on e-^ch road approaching the ^-^enter fioout 
tvi'o blocks from the Center a s i g n to'slow down t o Rt Ic-'Pt t"'enty-
f i v e miles an hour. 

This s i m p l i f i e d s o l u t i o n wc;.;!d 
- avoid a l t e r i n g the '̂ oi.-'on ground or the park' ( t r i a n g l e ) 

n a ny w ay 
- avoid movinfT the monum.o:its 
- avoid the ro°.d. n cross the ^onnion 
- avoid the r o t a r y t r r f f i c p l a n 
- avoid a l l changes excert f o r t r a f f i c l i g h t s i n the scuare 

and p o s s i b l y a 1 ip-ht on the east Cummings ^ t v o a t e x i t 

At the p u b l i c h e a r i n g , i t \W3 Tilain thr>t Tonics p l a n as pre? cnted 
would cause at l e a s t one res i d c n t l i v i n g aloner the Cotmnn t o move, 
and business owner? i n d i c a t o d i n t e n t i o n s t o move. ".Vj need ? f i f e t y , 
but not a p l a n t h a t would upsot the whole area, 

I s i n c e r e l y hone you can work ••'at a Plan w i t h the selectnicn v;!--' ch 
w i l l be i n accordance w i t h t ' i* i people's w i l l , ^ by-pass i n +-.--e nerr 
f u t u r e would be i n the i n t e r e s t of a l l , 

•̂  j n c e r e l y , 

X -•icvUf t k ^ t ) f ^ ^ - ^ ' U ()^- '*-''Se ( r i r p , ) Carolyn T, Abbot 



Bilierica Showdown Set ^ 

Common Now Historical 
TOPICS Plan Is Endangered 

The abutters to the Billerica 
CommoD have throum a mon­
key wrench Into the workings 
of the proposed TOPICS plan 
itMch would change the traf­
fic pattem in Billerica col­
ter. 

The BUlerlca common area, 
which includes 22 acres and 10 
properties adjacent to the 
conuncxi, have beai declared 
historic places according to 
the National Park Service. 

According to an announce­
ment hy the Massachusetts 
Historical Commission, the 
properties, as well as the Sa­
bbath Day House on Andover 
St. are added to the list of 
the Naticmal Reglstiy of His­
toric Places. 

"We believe that tiie 
Tones program wiU not now 
be allowed to go throu^", 
Mrs. John Marshall, one olt 
the chief (̂ qponents and an 
abbuttor, told the Advertiser. 

Billerica selectmen, who 
have vowed to figjit to the end 
in favor of the plan, are not 
so sure. "We reaJJy drait 
know wliat the next move will 

be," says Robert Mitchell. 
administrative assistant.^^ 

A COTtract for the work, 
T*Ich will route traffic around 
the common all one way and 
Install several llg^s to ease 
the ccHifestim, has been aw­
arded to a Methuen firm. Work 
is scheduled jto start mcmen-

tarily. 
' I t 's in the hands of the 

state," says Mitchell, Indicat­
ing that a ruling will probably 
come down from a hi^er 
source, perhaps the attorney 
general. 

Mitchell indicated that the 
TOPICS agreemait was siffled-
lasfr-̂ ^Maŷ and' that the rul-

~lHg irom die I i l ^ r i c a l com-
-inlsslOTPwasTSfe 

Asked i f the'earllesi ^^e 
would prevail. Mitchell said. 

conjecture. 

•It Will probably come <tom ^^^^^-^^^'^^^^^^^ 
'to that," Meftuen f i rm has the go-aheag^ 
^ -TKelSIarifiall house is one"^dmay show up t p ^ ^ O T - ^ 

of those declared as an Ms-
torlc site. Dr. and M r s . , : ^ ? ? ^ ; : ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ - ^ 
Marshall have been vocal 
their efforts to prevent the 
town from taking any land or 

-from changing the common In 
anyv/ay. 

Some of the common would 
"have to be taken in order for 
the TOPICS plantogothrough. 

MitcheU indicated tii^_ta. 



Septembw 13,1973 

î Our uncommon Common 
Our aacommoii Common was listed ID the 

National Register of Historic Places in 
Washington on August Uth. A painstaking, 
inclusive survey of the Common was made as 
a part of the application to enter the Common 
in the Register. 

The Common as an Historic Place includes a 
"District" of some 20 acres of land which is 
defined in unsurpassed detail. For architec­
tural purveyors and historically minded 
citizens, this report funtisfaed through the 
courtesy of Dr. and Mrs. John Marshall, offers 
a wealth of history and knowledge destined to 
acquaint yon with that which is the Billerica 
Town Common. 

4 description of the Common 

The Billerica Town Common 
District «icompasses about twenty 
acres, including the Town Common 
and properties fronting on the 
roads bounding it. i.e.. properties 
on Concord Rd, (rom no, 1 to no. 31, 
on Cummings St from no. 1 to no. 
6, and on Boston Rd. from no. 414 to 
no- 446. At no. 446 the district 
includes a portion of the rear lot 
tine of said property lo a distance 
of 28& feet from the front lot line 

TTie Common is the focal center 
of the district. Encircled by wide 
roads and containing many tine old 
shade trees, the Common is a 
triangular tract of land over two 
acres in size and is ornamented 
with various monuments a n d 
memorials (most c. late 19th cen­
tury) of local importance. At its 
southern end is a small, octagonal, 
wooden bandstand 11890) w i t h 
Moorish influence detailing; white 
to the north, near the mouth of An-
lover Road, is a granite watering' 

trough with stick style canopy 
(1881), 

The buildings surrounding the 
Common are a diverse and mixed 
group including residential, com-
merical, religious, and civic struc­
tures, ranging in date from the late 
18th to the late ifllh century. Styles 
represented are the F e d e r a l , 
Creek Revival. Italianate. Second 
Empire. High Victorian Gothic, 
and Colonial Revival modes. 

Throe Federal Houses 

The earliest structures in the 
district are three Federal houses: 
no. 432 Boston Rd. 11796), DO. 1 
Concord Rd. (18M1, and no. 381 
Boston Rd. (1811). These houses 
are all of substantial size and share 
a tusic square parti that includn a 
five bay width to each side, hipped 
roofi and central entrances on at 
least two sides 

No. 432 Boston Rd. is now par­
tially converted to commerical 
use and the west front "has been 
altered including the removal of 
the entrance from the center to the 
left side. The south elevation, with 
its center entrance, r e m a i n s 
basically unchanged as does the 
hipped roof with tall end chimneys, 

A similar house, no 381 Boston 
Rd.. is in excellent original condi­
tion with simple exterior t r im and 
decoration confined to the elliptical 
fanlight above the east entrance 
and the lunette above the south en­
trance. 

mature Classical elements ih its 
first story colonnade, roof cornice 
fascia band, emphatic gable ends, 
and square, pilastered cupola. Its 
street orientation, with the broad 
side of the house treated as the 
principle facade, is a concession to 
the Federal period houses of the 
district. A pair of nicely detailed 
bay windows on the west elevation 
are Italianate in style and protiably 
date from the early 186e's. 

The Masonic Temple 

The Masonic Temple on Concord 
Rd. was originally built as a store 
about 1850 and shows the influence 
of the Italianate style and of a later 
Colonial-Revival remodelling, it is 
two stories, of tripartite pian with 
ciapt»ard sheathing on all exterior 
walls except the central bay of the 
east facade, which is matched 
board Projecting eaves with cor­
ner brackets and classical window 
cape are Italianate. 

The central bay, with its four 
Doric pilasters rising a two story 
height and terminating in a steep 
pediment with blank frieze and 
decorative oculia window, is the 
result of a remodelling for the pur­
poses of the Masonic Lodge and 
was done early in this century. Two 
other mid-nineteenth c e n t u r y 
houses are at no, 1 and no. 6 Cum­
mings St. No. 6 (18581 is a typical 
New England farmliouse. 

Built two stories high with clap­
board exterior and gable roof, it is 
an austere building with no 
architectural trim or decoration 
except in the very simple covered 
porch. A bam and targe ell are at­
tached to the west side of the 
house. No. 1 Cummings St. (c. 
1670) is a large house exhibiting 
aspects of ttie Italianate style in its 
throe story, pentagonal hay pro­
jecting from Uie center of the 
facade, in the two story bay win­
dow on the north side, and in the 
wide, projecting eaves, supported 
at the bay and at the corners of the 
buUding by strapwork brackets. It 
is of wooden clapboard construc-
Uon. 

No. 1 Concord Rd. is the finest 
house in the district. Unlike the 
previous houses, it is clapboarded 
on two sides only; the north and 
south elevations are faced with 
brick. Decorative deuiling extends 
around the house with a continuous 
modillion cornice and rusticated 
quoins at all four corners. T^e 
west, or main, facade contains a 
highly successful and beautiful 
doorway framed in clustered and 
panelled pilasters capped with 
hewn consoles and a dentil en­
tablature. 

A keystone elliptical arch with 
recessed panelled s p a n d r e l s , 
encloses a leaded fanlight and rests 
atop sidelights with leaded glass 
panes articulated in geometric pat­
tems. Similar but smaller framed 
and fanlighted doorways are on ttie 
north and south sides. As in the 
other houses, a service ell extends 
from the rear elevation. The build­
ing is capped with a hipped roof 
and three bay monitor and is fram­
ed by tall, paired chimneys at the 
north and south ends, 

Greek Revival Cbnrcfaes 

The Town Common District con­
tains three Greek Revival build­
ings, Including two churches. The 
Baptist Church (1828, moved to 
present location from No. Billerica 
in 1844) is a very simple, clapboard 
structure of typical New England 
meetinghouse plan. I t Is rec­
tangular with the principle en­
trance at the gable end and a small 
steeple capping the gable ridge 
above the entrance. C o r n e r 
pilasters and a prominent gable 
molding show the Greek Revival 
influence 

Though the facade and steeple 
have tieen altered, and stained 
glass substituted for the original 
small paned sashes, the church's 
simple plan remains. The First 
Parish Church is a 1970 reconstruc­
tion of the original b u i l d i n g , 
erected in 1797, altered to Greek 
Revival style in 1844. and burned in 
1968- The new structure contains 
the original Doric portico and 
much of the original facade and 
steeple from the 1844 remodelling, 
making it an impressive a n d 
classic essay in the Greek Revival 
mode. 

The third Greek Revival building 
in the district is no. 414 Boston Rd., 
a large, clapboard tiouse exhibiting 

Empire Style Masse 

No. 446 Boston Rd. is a Second 
Empire style manse, three bays 
wide, two bays deep, and three 
stories high. It is clapboard with a 
projecting entrance porch and bay 
above, and is well detailed with 
rusticated quoins at the comers of 
the porch and outside walls. The 
roof is a slate shingled, curved 
mansard, supported on p a i r e d 
brackets, with recessed dormers 
and a prominent central gable. 

Two public buildings in the 
district are the Bennett Public 
Library and the Town Hall. The 
Library, on Concord Rd., is in the 
High Victorian Gothic style and is 
a small structure, of vaguely 
cruciform plan with a picturesque, 
gabled silhouette. I t is constructed 
of red pressed brick with panel 
brick, sandstone, and jigsaw cut 
and turned wood tr im. The roof is 
steeply pitched and covered with 
slate shingles and c o ; ^ r cresting. 
The east facade displays a targe, 
stained glass rose window, and at 
the east crossing, the gable ridge is 
capped with a freely styled spire 
terminating in a copper pinnacle 
and weathervane. The interior has 
been altered very little since its 
construction, and the golden oak 
and ash wainscotting, as well as 
terra-cotta fireplace mantels and 
original furniture, remain in ex­
cellent condition. 

The Town Hall 

Also on Concord Rd.. is the Town 
Hall. The largest structure in the 
district, it was completed in 1895 
near the site of an earlier town hall 
which bumed in 1883. The present 
building is of brick with limestone 
t r im done in the style of the late 
English Renaissance. It is compos­
ed in a classic 'H ' plan, i.e. a long 
central pavillion with high hipped 
roof, flanked 1^ strongly project­
ing, and much narrower, end 
pavillions. The east front of the 
main pavillion is embellished in the 
first story with a Palladian arched 
loggia, behind which open ttie main 
doors to the building. Above this, 
the second story contains a cen­
trally placed Palladian window, 
flanlted with two mund arched win­
dows on either side. A Wren-
inspired cupola with a bell-roofed 
lantern surmounts this ensemble. 

Other buildings in the district 
include a simple late nineteenth 
coitury wooden business block on 
Boston Rd. and a large modem 
business block on the comer of 
Boston Rd. and Andover Rd. and 
continuing to a separate three-
story office building on the south 
side of Andover Rd. 



how and why it made 
the National Register 
he significance of fhe Common 

Significance of Common 
The piiigrjj-^ Tow^ (̂ gî Tt̂ nn 

Dittrict contains some of TE8" 
town's most significant buildings, 
and equally important, this 
ensemble of town common and 
surrounding buildings is a tangible 
record of the community 's 
development and a cogent remin­
der of the role which the "com­
mon" played in the growth and 
evolution of the New England 
town. 

The area around the Billerica 
Common was the earliest in the 
town to be settled. Several families 
from nearby Wobum moved here 
and founded the town, originally a 
part of Cambridge, in 1655. At that 
time a strip of land was set aside as 
"a common forever", of which the 

surviving Common is but a small 
part. In lfi58, twenty-five families 
were here, and two years later the 
first meetinghouse was built ^t the 
southeast end of the Common. The 

original settlement buildings were 
clustered about this structure on 
the Common as a means of protec­
tion from the hostile environment. 

In 1707, the original ten acre 
Common was pared to its present 
two acres when the town's second 
minister, Samuel Ruggles. receiv­
ed the bulk of the Common land 
next to the meetinghouse in a town 
grant. The second (1694) and third 
(1738) meetinghouses continued to 
occupy the same location as the 
first, next to Rev. Ruggle's lot. 
This site remained the most im­
portant in the town through the 
eighteenth century, for not only 
was it the center of religious ac­
tivity, but also, until a town hall 
was built in 1798. it was town meet­
ing place, as well. On the Common, 
near the meetinghouse, was the 
"trayning ground" where the 
Billerica militia mustered before 
marching to Concord to engage the 
British on April 19,1775. 

New Meeting House 
Post-Revolutionary prosperity 

altered the appearance of the Com­
mon. It was still ;he town center, 
but its function had changed from a 
place of safety and refuge for the 
early settlers to ; i setting for the 
town's most important public and 
domestic structu-es. Prosperous 
townspeople built new houses to 
replace Uie more primitive early 
structures. A new meetinghouse 
was built on lant? near the Com­
mon, and, when the old meet­
inghouse was removed, the Com­
mon's t ransf igura t ion to a 
pleasant, open parit was complete. 

From this time .>nward, many of 
Billerica's most prominent citizens 
settled in the dfetrict. No. «2 
Boston Kd. (1796) was built by 
James Abbott, a town clerk and 
State Representative; no. 381 
Boston Rd. (1811) was the home of 
Joseph Locke, lawyer and first 
Lowell Judge when that court was 

established in 1836; no. 414 Boston 
Rd. (1833) was the residence of 
mill-owner, Luther Faulkner; and 
no. 1 Concord Rd. (1804) was built 
for Dr, William Bowers, the town 
physician. 

The First Parish Uni tar ian 
Church (1797) and the Baptist 
Church (182ia moved to present 
location in 1844) also settled on 
land bordering the Common, as did 
the Town Hall (1845, present struc­
ture 1895) and the Public Library 
(1880). 

New England Architecture 
The existing structures in the 

District all date subsequent to the 
Revolution at^ demonstrate a fine 
variety of New England vernacular 
architecture for the 110 years bet­
ween 1790 and 1900. The Dr. 
Bowers House is an impressive 
country Federal mansion with 
beautifully sealed and detailed 
trim, and a much-published front 
entrance. 

The First Parish Church's 
reconstructed building, besides 
maintaining the s t r ic tes t 
adherence to the original church 
design, contains the colonial pulpit 
and pews from the famous New 
Brick Church in Boston, where 
Ralph Waldo Emerson was 
minister. And, next door to the 
church, the Bennett Public Library 
is a richly ornamented andi 
remarkably intact Vic to r ian 
Gothic miniature with hardly an 
equal in the state. Apart from these 
singular structures, it is the tradi­
tions, the historical continuity of 
the types and styles in the district 
and contributes immeasurably to a 
sense of Billerica's past. 

BILLERICA TOWN COMMON DISTRICT 
KEY TO MAP 

1 No. 381 Boston Road, Josiah Locke House 
2. No. 1 CDncord Road, Dr. Bowers House 
3. Concord Road, Bennett Public Library 
4. Concord Road, First Parish Universalist 
Church 
5. Concord Road, Masonic Temple 
6. Concord Road, Tovpn Hall 
7. Concord Road, Baptist Church 

8. No. 6 Cummings Street, Jackson Wright 
House 
9. No. 1 Cummings Street, Edward Dickinson 
House 
10. No. 446 Boston Road, Paul Hfll House 
11. Boston Road, 19th century business block 
12. No. 432 Boston Road, James Abbott House 
13. No. 414 Boston Road, Luther W. Faulkner 
House 
14. Boston Road and Andover Road, business 
blocks 3U 
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o § J § Thank yoa for yaar recent letters coacamlng the sale of two ptoporti«» 
Sl S Tl within tha Billorica tmm Oemmon Mlatorlc Oiatrict, aad tho pr««ervat:i©» 
•J "g K < of tha discri 
^ o g « to ̂  
* S a « £ M Tiatloaal 9««i«t«r progrm t« not aothorlsad to aeq«lr« or malataia 

JEl » «S o % propertiaa. »• tugsmmt that you contact the State Historic Pr««ery«ti<« 
o 5 OT 5 H Offic*r ̂ o nay ha able to aoggost posalbU barera- For Hassachaaetts, 

hm la Hon, Joha F.X. UttYor*a« Secretary of the Coi^weeelth, drt^raso, 
Iteeeachusetts Hlstorleel Coaalsslea, 40 Beacon S t r ^ t , Boatos. FUissaehttsetts 
02108. 

%i 
J-* .g ffi He have contacted the Depertara&t of Trattaportatlon, sad the Mvleory 
H 5 Couacll an fiietoric Preservatlim, regardlog poeeible adverse effects by 
§ M any federally fasded traffic plans. The Departaettt of Traaaportatloa 
I g * o authorised the project in June and coacarred ia tha amird for the ?ro-
| « g z ject on Aef̂ ust 10, 1973 with the agreenaat of the local historic society. 
i ^ S < tlMB State aietoric Praaerration Officer, aad tho Toi«i Selectmen. How-
^ 1 o w ever, further developiMQta have encouraged the Departaent of Traoapor-
S: 8 m tatloa to eoatinae conaultationa with tha Adviaory Cooncll on Hlatoric 

r-t u S Preeervatioa. 
<M « « U M 

o u e c 
^ u We will send a copy of your letter to the Advisory Coiiacll as they 

S 2 « o 00 are authorised to eesment oo federal ondertakings «hich will affect 
« 5 2 ̂  M properties covered by the .'lational Historic Preservatioa Act of lfS6 
u ̂  I aod Executive Order 11593. If farther information ahonld axlae, 1 
* 5 . o advise you to write directly to thea. Their address is Advisory Council 
.« g bo on tilstoric Preservation, 1322 K Street, S.tf., Suite 430, Washington, 
§ 3 • iS B,C. 20005, 
o y « *J 
J S - I ^ Sincerely yours, 
. £ CI 4J O O 
« U U U CJ rH 

* » U O O "H 
ft* P! w a -H 

o e 
Cliarles A. Herrlngton 
Chief, Review Vntt 
National Register 
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Mrs. Carolyn T. Abbot 
"Sabbatfe Bay House" 
2C Aadover Road 
ai l l e r l c a , Massachusetts 

Dear )fr«. I^bott 

01821 

Th&tik jfs& for your rweent l e t t e r eoneeralttg the propoMid "Topics** 
pro.sra» tmich say adversely affect Billerica Town Coaswa Historle 
Dletrtet. ¥e also tfeanfe you for tke clipping conceralis^ the Cmm&u 
you sent ue* 

We have contacted the Bepartsaent of Transportation, aad the Advisory 
Coui^tl on Historic Pre^rvatton, regarding possible adverse effects 
by any federally funded t r a f f i c plans* The !)ep«rtiM»t of Transpor-
tatiom autV*eriaed the project i a Jane aad concurred i» the award 
for t»e project en itogust 10, 1973 i?ith the agreea«nt of the local 
historic society• the State Historic ?reservatio« Officer, aad the 
Totfn Seleetmea. Hosevar, further developments have encouraged the 
Oepartreent of Trausportat:loti to coatlnu* conaultationa with the 
Adviaory Couacll on Miatoric Preservation. 

ye w i l l s^nd a copy of your letter to the Attvisory Council as they are 
autlTorlsed to cofissseat oa federal undertalslags w-iieh w i l l affect prop­
erties covered by the Matleaal Historic Preservatloo Act of 19SS aad 
Executive Order 11593. I f further lafortation should arise. I advise 
you to write directly to t h ^ . Tlielr address is Advisory Couacll on 
Historic Preservation. 1522 K Street, m.W., Suite 430, USshiugton, 
0.C, ztms, 

Slacecrely yours. 

Cher lea A. l i e r r i n i t ^ 
Chief, Review ISait 
Katloaal tegisfeer 

cc; 
Hon. John F.X. Davoren, Secretary of the Coranonwealth, Chairman, 

Massachuaetts Historical Coraiission, 40 Seacon Street, Boston, 
^iassachusetts 02108 w/cy inc 


