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C O U N T Y : 
Mass. 

P lymou th 
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E N T R Y N U M B E R 

m 1 1 7̂21 
{1 . NAME 

C O M M O N : 

Pi 1 g r i m H a l l - : 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : ^ ^ ^ V " 

2. L O C A T I O N 
STREET AND NUMBEI)i:_ / ' <>. / 

75 Court Strt!^ .4^ 

Coagyessionai Distr ict #12 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Plymouth 
S T A T E 

V /• 
Massachusetts •- 025 

C O U N T Y : 

Plymouth 023 
3. C L A S S I F I C A T I O N 

I -

U 

Z5 

H 

t / t 

Z 

lU 

MX 

I / ) 

CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

• D i s t r i c t S B u i l d i n g 

• Site • S t ruc ture 

• Object 

OWNERSHIP 

• Public 

IXl P r i v a t e 

• Bo th 

P u b l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

Q In P rocess 

[ [ B e i n g Cons ide red 

S T A T U S 

H Occup ied 

I I U noccup ied 

I I P rese rva t i on work 

i n p r o g r e s s 

A C C E S S I B L E 

T O T H E P U B L I C 

Y e s : 

R e s t r i c t e d 

[ I U n r e s t r i c t e d 

• No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

m A g r i c u l t u r a l 

I I Commerc ia l 

[X| Educa t i ona l 

( I En te r ta inment 

f7] Government 

Q I ndus t r i a l 

• Mil itary 

|C] Museum 

• Park 

I I Private Residence 

I 1 Religious 

1 I Scientific 

I i Transportation 

• Other (Specify) 

I I Comments 

f 4 . OWNER OF P R O P E R T Y 
O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

Pi lgr im Society 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Pi lgr im Hall 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

i d 
PiXiAQuth Massachusetts 025 

L O C A T I O N OF L E G A L D E S C R I P T I O N 
C O U R T H O U S E . R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S , E T C : 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 
Plymouth County Register of Deeds 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Plymouth 

S T A T E 

Massachusetts 

3 < 
o 

025 

6. R E P R E S E N T A T I O N IN E X I S T I N G SURVEYS 
T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

1. Itivetitory of Historic Assets of the Commonwealth 
D A T E OF S U R V E Y : 1 9 6 7 • Fede ra l State Q Coun ty \~\ L o c a l 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Office of the Secretary, State House 
C I T Y O R T O W N : S T A T E : C O D E 

Boston Massachusetts 025 

w 
CO m 
p o 
P 
CB 
CD 
?t 
CD 



17. DESCRIPTION 

C O N D I T I O N 

(Check One) 

E x c e l l e n t • Good • Fa i r • De te r i o ra ted • Ru ins I I U n e x p o s e d 

( C h e c k One) 

A l t e r e d • U n o l t e r e d 

( C h e c k One) 

• Moved 2 l Or ig i r .o l Si te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( H k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

Pilgrim Hall was built in 1824-5 from the designs of Alexander Parris, 
This two-story rectangular structure is built in the form of a Gr^ek temple. The 
original wooden portico with Doric columns has been replaced by a modified 
Tuscan hexastyle portico of dressed granite. The smooth surface provided by 
this material, which is also used to face the main facade, contrasts with the 
rough granite ashlar of the side and rear facades. The only ornamental features 
found on the building interrupt these smooth wall surfaces. Giant Tuscan 
pilasters decorate each end of the main facade. Above the entrance, which is 
centered on the wall, is set a square two-stage, recessed panel, A fanlight 
decorates the pediment. 

In 1904, a flat-roofed library wing, the same height as the eave line of 
the main building, was added to the northwest side of the Hall. Although the 
basic construction material is rough granite ashlar, a facing of dressed granite 
blocks, set in from the corners and roof line, forms a panel covering most of 
the main wall, which is broken by three large windows. Above these openings 
a succession of slightly projecting courses topped by a band of three recessed 
panels suggests an entablature, cornice and parapet. 
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CONTINUATION SHEET: Pilgrim Hall, Plymouth, Massachusetts 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

2. Statewide Preservation Plan, First Edition, 1970. 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
Office of the Secretary, State House 
Boston, Massachusetts 025 



SIGNIFICANCE 
PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

1 1 P r e - C o l u m b i a n ' O I d t h Century 

• 15th Centu ry • 17th Centu ry 

• 

m 
18th Cen tu ry 

19th Centu ry 

• 20th Century 

SPECIFIC DATEtS) (H Applicable and Known) 1824 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE fChecJt One or More as Appropriate) 

Abo r i g i n a l [X] Educo t i on • P o l i t i c a l 
1 1 P r e h i s t o r i c ( 1 E ng inee r i ng • R e l i g i o n / P h i . 

• H i s t o r i c 1 1 I ndus t r y l osophy 

1 1 A g r i c u l t u r e ( 1 I n v e n t i o n • Sc ience 

^ A r c h i t e c t u r e 1 1 L a n d s c a p e • Scu lp tu re 

• Art A r c h i t e c t u r e • Socio l / H u m a n -
[~~| Commerce 1 1 L i t e r a t u r e i t a r i o n 
1 1 C o m m u n i c a t i o n s • M i l i t o r y • Thea te r 

1 1 C o n s e r v a t i o n • Mus i c • T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

I I Urban P l a n n i n g 

• Other r s p e c i l y ; 

u 

UI 

lU 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

Pilgrim Hall Museum, whose cornerstone was laid on September 1, 1824, 
is recognized by the American Association of Museums as the f i : ^ t public museum 
in this country. Under the direction of the Pilgrim Society of Plymouth, it has 
been the major institution for the interpretation and preservation of Pilgrim 
history and artifacts. The Museum features distinguished collections of the fine 
and decorative arts, anthropological collections and an outstanding research 
library. 

The architect of Pilgrim Hall was Alexander Pa/ris of Boston, who also 
drew the plans for Boston's St. Paul's Church and the Quincy Market, Following 
the Greek Revival style then popular, Parris designed Pilgrim Hall as a Greek 
Temple. Although Parris' wooden portico with Doric columns has now been 
replaced by a Tuscan portico in granite, the major portion of the original building 
remains intact. 

Since its construction. Pilgrim Hall has been the site of Plymouth's 
celebration each December of Forefather's Day. Begun shortly before the Revo­
lutionary War, the annual observance commemorates the original landing of the 
Pilgrims at Plymouth in 1620. Forefather's Day orations, extolling the virtues 
of the Pilgrim settlers, have been delivered by many famous Americans, among 
them Edward Everett, Lyman Beecher, Mark Hopkins, Senator Charles Sumner 
and Senator Henry Cabot Lodge. 
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7.5 MINUTE SERIES (TOPOGRAPHIC) V 

PLYMOUTH QUADRANGLE 
MASSACHUSETTS-PLYMOUTH CO. 



Form 10-301 
(July 1969) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

map) 
on 

(Type a l l entries - attach to or 

S T A T E 

Massachusetts 
C O U N T Y 

Plvmouth 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R D A T E 

1. NAME *^>*^ :: >g-vO"'r\;; 
COMMON: P i l g r i m H a l l / ^ n<r>— 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

2- LOCATION 

r) 

I-

Z 

LU 

lU 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

75 Court Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Plymouth 
S T A T E : 

3. MAP R E F E R E N C t 

TVlassachusetts 
C O D E 

025 

C O U N T Y : 

Plymouth 023 

S O U R C E : 

TT p Cr s. Plym^i^^-h, Muss. 
S C A L E : 

D A T E : 

1 : 24,000 

4. REQUIREMENTS^ 
T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundaries where required. 

2. North arrow. 
3. Latitude and longitude reference. 





-NOTIFICATION OF GP.ANT-IN-AID ACTION 

I. SrATf APPLICATION IDtNIIMtR 

74070490 
2. (liesTved f o r use by Slate ceiiliul iiijurmntiuii rcci'i>tioii ayency) 

3. GRAN T OR: a . f e d e r a l O ' l cncv 

Department of the I n t e r i o r 

Do ». 

i i „ i 

Spc. 

b. O r g f i n i / o t i o n a l uni t 

National Park Service 
c. A d n i i n i s t c n n g o f f ice — ( I ) N a m e 

Division of Grants 
(2) A d d r e s s - Street or P.O. Bo« 

18th and C Streets, m-/. 
4. FtDCRAL AGENCY GRANT IDENTIFIER: a. Code 

25-75-00289-00 

Ci ty 

Washington 
Sto le 

D.C. 
Zip C o d e 

20240 
b. Title 

Pilgrim H a l l Development 

c.Purfo.e c e i l i n g and walls w i l l be repaired and painted and three picture 
frames w i l l be restored. 

5. GRANTEE: o . N o m e 

Massachusetts Mrs. Elizabeth R. Amadon, Exec. Dir., MA H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
b. A d d r e s s —Street or P.O. Box 

40 Beacon Street 
City 

Boston 
Slo te 

Massachusetts 
Z ip C o d e 

02108 
6. GRANTEE TYPE (Check only the single most applicable box) 

o. Stote b. Inter- c. C o u n t y d . Ci ty 

s to le 

M • • ' • 

e. School 

d is t r i c t 

f. Spec ia l 

un i t 

g . C o m m u n i t y 

o c t i o n 

h. S p o n s o r e d 

o r g o n i z o t i o n 

i. O t h e r 

• n • n • 
7. APPLICATION RECEIPT DATE 

Yeor Month Day 

76 

8. A C T I O N DATE 

Y e o r M o n t h 

76 
D o y 

25 

9. EFFECTIVE STARTING DATE 

Y e a r M ? r f n Ocv 

76 25 

10. ENDING DATE 

Y e a r V.or. t l i 

79 
Cc:y 

24 
II. lYPc C>F ACTION (Check as many boxes as tt/tpiy to tftts cctiot') 

o . N e w b. C o n t i n u o i i o n c. Supp lemc-n to l d . C h a n g e in ex is t ing g r a n t 

g r o n t g r o n i g r o n t 

( iden t i fy agency in item 16) (l) increase in (2) Decreose in (3) Concellotion (4) lncreo$e($) (5) Decrcose(S) 

d u r a t i o n d u r o t i o n 

[ i n • • • • • • 
12, A . ' /OUNT OF C O N T R I B U T I O N 

o . F e d e r o l - ( l ) bos ic (2) Sopp le : r ,en to l 

J 4,068 
13. CATALOG OF FEDERAL DOMESTIC ASSISTANCE 

PROGRA,W ( i f none, clarify in item IB) 

J 4,202* 
o . P r o g r a m f J j n i b e r 

15.904 

locol d . Gt l ier 

S 

b. S u p p l e m e n t a l P r o g r o m N u m b e r 

u . Au iHOk) : {AnoN 

o. f e d e r o l Budg-et Accoun ts 

b. Publ ic Lows PL Title Sec. 

89 665 
PL Title PL Title Sec. 

C. U S. Code M.s.c. 47ir 
15. fACIinr LOCATION: ( f o r f u e i l i t y i / i i in t actions only) 

o. City 

75 Court Street, Plymouth 
b . Coun ty 

Plymouth CD 12 
14. RiMARKS 

*Pilgrim Society 

Prepared by Division of Grants 523(139)-5054 
STANDARD FORM I 
June 1970 bu rcou o( in i ; 

Budget Circulcir A - ' /R 

7 4 0 - 1 0 1 


