
Form 10-300 U N I T E D S T A T E S D E P A R T M E N T OF T H E I N T E R I O R 
( J u l y 1969) N A T I O N A L P A R K S E R V I C E 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries — complete applicable sections) 

S T A T E : 

Massachusetts 
C O U N T Y : 

E s s e x 

FOR NPS USE O N L Y 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

DEC 4 1972 
i P N A M E 

C O M M O N : 

Old Town Hall Historic District 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

Old Town Hall Historic D i s t r i c t 
i i LOCATION Cong. D i s t r i c t #6, Michael J. Harrington 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

#215-231 Essex St., #121-145 Washington St., #6-34 Front St., Derby Square 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Salem 
S T A T E 

Massachusetts 0 2 5 

C O U N J-V : , . 

Essex 009 
3 . C L A S S I F I C A T I O N 

CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

OWNERSHIP 

W N&' 

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC 

S D i s t r i c t • B u i l d i n g 

• Si te • S t ruc ture 

• Object 

• P u b l i c 

n P r i va te 

g Both 

Pub l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : \ < 5 \ R E ( ^ 

K l In P rocess 

I 1 B e i n g C o n s i d e > ^ t ^ ' y v. 

• U n o c c u p f * ^ ^ 

'® Pfeservafjon work 

^y^^ytjiyprogress 

Y e s : 

• R e s t r i c t e d 

^ U n r e s t r i c t e d 

• No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

A g r i c u l t u r a l 

^ Commerc ia l 

K l E d u c a f i o n a l 

1 ^ En te r ta inment 

]!Cl Government 

I I I ndus t r i a l 

• M i l i t a r y 

i I Museum 

• Park 

I I P r i v a t e Res idence 

I I R e l i g i o u s 

171 S c i e n t i f i c 

1 I Transportation 

• Other (Specify) 

d Comments 

f A . O W N E R O F P R O P E R T Y 
O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

Public and private 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

see above location 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Salem 
S T A T E : 

Massachusetts 025 
l l i : LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

C O U R T H O U S E . R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S . E T C : 

Essex County Registry of Deeds 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

Federal Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Salem Massachusetts 025 

6 R E P R E S E N T A T I O N I N E X I S T I N G S U R V E Y S 

pj > 
CO 

p) •• n 

01 
(T) 
(+ 
f t 

m 
o 

S -I 
(D < 
X 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

Inventory of the Historic Assets of the Commonwealth 
1971 D A T E O F S U R V E Y : • Federa l State I I Coun ty • L o c a l 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s H i s t o r i c a l Commiss ion 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

S t a t e House , Beacon S t r e e t 
C I T Y O R T O W N : STATE: C O D E 

Boston . . r •-y M a s s a c h u s e t t s 025 

4̂ 



7. DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 
H E x c e l l e n t ^ Good ' Fa i r 

( C f t e c * O n e ; 

g De te r i o ro ted • Ru ins • Unexposed 

(Check One) 

3 Alte,rp.(J - K ] Unfl,lt e red . 

( C h e c k One) 

n Moved S O r i g i n a l Si te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L , ( i f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

/ 
The^Id Town Hall Historic D i s t r i c t includes eleven brick buildings of th€ 

Fedei^alist period (1780-1830) and seven which were b u i l t w i t h i n the next 
f i f t y years. Together they represent the best remaining small area of early 
commercial buildings i n downtown Salem. This compact area extends from the 
southeast corner of Washington and Essex Streets, along Essex Street to i n ­
clude the building east of Derby Square and both sides of the Square to 
Front Street including the buildings on either side of the southern end of 
Derby Square. The d i s t r i c t also includes numbers 6 through 34 Front Street 
as well as 125 through 145 Washington Street. 

I The Old Town Hall was b u i l t i n 1815 and i s an excellent example of a 
Bulfinch-influenced. Federal period piibli c building.^ Five bays wide and 
eleven bays deep, i t i s a brick structure with a pitched roof. The main 
facades, which are on the gable ends and face north and south, are pedimented. 
accented by a wooden cornice with modillions and ornamented by fan l i g h t s . A 
small cupola i s centered on the ridgepole. A b e l t course runs between the 
f i r s t and second f l o o r s . A l l the doorways and windows have rounded tops, 
with simple fanlights over the f i r s t f l o o r windows which are recessed i n 
narrow arches. iAs the Hall was o r i g i n a l l y b u i l t to be a market house as 
well as meetinghouse, i t i s possible that these f i r s t f l o o r recessed window 
areas were once open to the street.^ On the south facade three entrances i n 
the f i r s t , t h i r d and f i f t h bays are reached by a f l i g h t of granite steps; at 
the north end the center entrance i s at street l e v e l . Above both north and 
south central entrances are Palladian windows. 

The large square brick building at 231 Essex Street (Low's Building) 
dominates the junction of Essex and Washington Streets. Three bays wide, 
the o r i g i n a l Greek Revival structure (1826) faces on Essex Street and has a 
pitched roof. This facade has a large pediment with d e n t i l l e d cornicej t a l l 
round-topped windows two stories i n height r i s e from the second f l o o r while 
the'first.-flodr"has shop windows with a center entrance. In 1877 the west 
elevation was altered by the addition of Gothic style towers. This west 
facade,: f i v e baysawide, - i s three stories high with Gothic windows on the 
t h i r d f l o o r and a canopied f i r s t f l o o r center entrance. A new course of 
brick was l a i d over the old on the north facade • and-square granite blocks 
were set i n an arched pattern above a l l the windows, both old and new. 

The Hale Building at 221-225 Essex Street was b u i l t c. 1874 and i s the 
only Salem example of a cast iron f r o n t . I t i s f i v e stories high with a 
bracketed cornice and sides and rear of brick. The facade fenestration, 
seven bays wide, varies on each f l o o r , the window sizes decreasing as they 
ascend and each level of windows headed i n a d i f f e r e n t s t y l e . 

/The brick Naumkeag Bank at 217 Essex Street wafe b u i l t at the turn of the 
19th century and i s a fine example of Colonial Jlevival architecture.^ I t i s 
three stories high with a wooden cornice of modillions and dentils topped by 
a balustrade. Three-bays wide on the facade and six on the east elevation, 
the building's center entrance i s recessed and has Doric p i l a s t e r s with a 
fan l i g h t above. On the t h i r d f l o o r , the round arches of the windows are 
emphasized by a similar arch of granite blocks set i n the wall above them. 
.The row of three attached brick buildings at #7 - 9 Derby Square (c.l816) 

were b u i l t by Pickman and Derby. The strrictures are two stories high with 
pitched'roofs, above which extends the party walls. There are two round 
'windows i n the gable end-of the southern building. The o r i g i n a l f i r s t f l o o r 
windows^and doors, arched and with f a n l i g h t s , w i l l be restored. 
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8. Significance (continued) 

Because of the m u l t i p l i c i t y of functions served by shipping, the Old Town 
Hall area came to house numerous a c t i v i t i e s which were dependent on the port. 
Imported goods such as molasses, indigo, wine and English manufactured goods 
were warehoused here, as were goods for export, such as salted beef, dry s a l t 
cod and wood products. Small manufacturing firms, d i r e c t l y dependent on 
trade, were also located i n the d i s t r i c t , for example rum d i s t i l l e r s , f i s h 
curers and coopers. Ship chandlers and riggers were also quartered near the 
wharves. Salem depended on t h i s dock area for the transportation of people 
and the communication of information to other communities along the coast. 
An outdoor produce market was established i n the Old Town Hall Square early 
i n Salem's history and continues at the same location today. Later one of 
the brick structures served as the f i r s t Police Station for the City of Salem 
and another housed the Salem Athenaeum, one of whose most prominent members 
was Nathaniel Hawthorne. 
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S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The Old Town Hall Historic Dist^l^^^^^bjs^hded by Washington Street, Front: 
Street, Essex Street and Derby Square ^ i c h has pedestrian accesses to Essex 
and Front Streets. The street pattern i s an early onê r Washington Street 
was l a i d out, four rods wide, i n 1629; Essex Street, which intersects i t , i s 
believed to have been o r i g i n a l l y an Indian path along the ridge of Salem 
peninsula; Front Street was one of the ancient ways along the waterfront and 
was called a highway as early as 1582. The Historic D i s t r i c t i s b u i l t on a 
gentle slope of land running down to what was formerly the South River, now 
completely f i l l e d i n . ysalem historians agree that t h i s section of the South 
River shore was the f i r s t developed waterfront area of Salem and remained 
dominant u n t i l the early 19th century. In the period p r i o r to the advent of 
the r a i l r o a d , the l i f e of a coastal c i t y such as Salem owed i t s development 
to i t s port. Accordingly, many of the important p o l i t i c a l and social events 
of Federalist Salem occurred i n the Old Town Hall Historic D i s t r i c t 

Derby Square, i n the center of which the Town Hall now stands, was the 
s i t e of the mansion b u i l t i n 1784 by-Elias Haskett Derby. Derbys. heirs, 
Benjamin Pickman, Jr. and John Derby, demolished the mansion and gave 16,500 
square feet i n the center of t h e i r inherited^property to :the "inhabitants of 
Salem, on which to construct a town hall/market house. This building was 
constructed i n 1816. A condition of the g i f t was "thatconly.buildings of 
brick or stone could be erected on land contiguous to the Town Hal l , an earl^ 
example of c i t y planfiing which afforded great unity to the area. •: • 
^Soon aft e r the opening of the new Town Hall, the upstairs h a l l was " f u r ­

bished and festooned very handsomely and illiiminated with pleasing e f f e c t " , 
i n honor of a v i s i t by President Monroe. The market s t a l l s on the f i r s t 
f l o o r were opened with great success on November 25, 1816. The building con­
tinued to be used as a Town Hall u n t i l 1838 when the present City Hall was 
co m p l e t e d F o r some years the basement and f i r s t f l o o r , now o f f i c e s , con­
tinued to be used as a market; the second f l o o r h a l l i s s t i l l used for l o c a l 
p o l i t i c a l r a l l i e s and other meetings. 

.̂ ?he location of the F i r s t Church (now Low's Building) and the Town H a l l / 
Market House i n the Derby Square area made the Square the center of Salem 
a c t i v i t y . >• When the F i r s t Church was b u i l t i n 1629, Roger Williams was one oi' 
i t s e a r l i e s t pastors. The present church^structure, the fourth to be b u i l t 
on the s i t e , was designed by Solomon Wiliard and Peter^^,^anner i n 1826. When 
i t was b u i l t , the second f l o o r was planned for use as the church;shops occu-
pied the f i r s t f l o o r . 
yThe Hale Building, b u i l t i n 1874 to the east of the church, i s architect­

u r a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t as a fin e example of an early cast-iron-fronted brick 
structure, the only one remaining in. Salem and one of the few l e f t i n Massa-
chusetts. ^ (Continued) 
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