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The/did Town Hall Historic District includes eleven brick buildings of thd
Fedegalist period (1780-1830) and seven which were built within the next
fifty years. Together they represent the best remaining small area of early
commercial buildings in downtown Salem. This compact area extends from the
southeast corner of Washington and Essex Streets, along Essex Street to in=-
clude the building east of Derby Square and both sides of the Square to
Front Street including the buildings on either side of the southern end of
Derby Square. The district also includes numbers 6 through 34 Front Street
as well as 125 through 145 Washington Street.

|The 01d Town Hall was built in 1816 and is an excellent example of a
Bulfinch~influenced, Federal period public building./ Five bays wide and
eleven bays deep, it is a brick structure with-a pitched roof. The main
facades, which are on the gable ends and face north and south, are pedimented
accented by a wooden cornice with modillions and ornamented by fanlights. A
small cupola is centered on the ridgepole. A belt course runs between the
first and second floors. All the doorways and windows have rounded tops,
with simple fanlights over the first floor windows which are recessed in
narrow arches. QAS the Hall was originally built to be a market house as
well as meetinghouse, it is possible that these first floor recessed window
areas were once openn to the street.) On the south facade three entrances in
the first, third and fifth bays are reached by a flight of granite steps; at
the north end the center entrance is at street level. Above both north and
south central entrances are Palladian windows.

The large square brick building at 231 Egssex Street (Low's Building)
dominates the junction Essex and Washington Streets. Three bays wide,
the original Greek Revival structure (1826) faces on Essex Street and has a
“pitched roof. .This facade has a :large pediment with dentilled cornice, tall
round-topped windows two stories in height rise from the second floor while
“the first.flodr -has:shop windows ‘with a center entrance. 1In 1877 the west
elevation was altered by the addition of Gothic style towerg. This west
facade; -five baysowide; -is three stories high with Gothic windows on the
third floor and a canopied first floor center entrance. A new course of
brick was laid over the old on the north facade and-square granite blotks
were set in an arched pattern above all the windows, both old and new.

The Hale Building at 221-225 Essex Street was built c. 1874 and is the
only Salem example of a cast iron front. It is five stories high with a
bracketed cornice and sides and rear of brick. The facade fenestration,
seven bays wide, varies on each floor, the window sizes decreasing as they
ascend and each level of windows headed in a different style.

/The brick Naumkeag Bank at 217 Essex Street wds built at the turn of the
19th century and is a fine example of Colonial .Revival architecture./ It is
three stories high with a wooden cornice of modillions and dentils topped by
a balustrade. Three. bays wide on the facade and six on the east elevation,
the building's center entrance is recessed and has Doric pilasters with a
fanlight above. On the third floor, the round arches of the windows are
emphasized by a similar arch of granite blocks set in the wall above them.

- The row of three attached brick buildings at #7 - 9 Derby Square (c.1816)
were built by Pickman and Derby. The structures are two stories high with
pitched roofs, above which extends the party walls. There are two round
"windows in the gable end:of the southern building. The original first floor
windowss and:doors, arched and with fanlights, will be restored.
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IES warciond 0ld Town Hall Historic District, Salem

8. Significance (continued)

Because of the multiplicity of functions served by shipping, the 0ld Town
Hall area came to house numerous activities which were dependent on the port.
Imported goods such as molasses, indigo, wine and English manufactured goods
were warehoused here, as were goods for export, such as salted beef, dry salt
cod and wood products. Small manufacturing firms, directly dependent on
trade, were also located in the district, for example rum distillers, fish
curers and coopers. Ship chandlers and riggers were also quartered near the
wharves. ~ Salem depended on this dock area for the transportation of people
and the communication of information to other communities along the coast.

An outdoor produce market was established in the 0ld Town Hall Square early
in Salem's history and continues at the same location today. Later one of
the brick structures served as the first Police Station for the City of Salem
and another housed the Salem Athenaeum, one of whose most prominent members
was Nathaniel Hawthorne.
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The 0ld Town Hall Historic Dlétrict is! b@unded by Washington Street, Front
Street, Essex Street and Derby Square whlch has pedestrian accesses to Essex
and Front Streets. The street pattern is an early one~x Washington Street
was laid out, four rods wide, in 1629; Essex Street, which intersects it, is
believed to have been originally an Indian path along the ridge of Salem
peninsula; Front Street was one of the ancient ways along the waterfront and
was called a highway as early as 1682. The Historic District is built on a
gentle slope of land running down to what was formerly the South River, now
completely filled in. ASalem historians agree that this section of the South
River shore was the first developed waterfront area of Salem and remained
dominant until the early 19th century. 1In the period prior to the advent of
the railroad, the life of a coastal city such as Salem owed its development
to its port. Accordingly, many of the important political and social events
of Federalist Salem occurred in the 0ld Town Hall Historic District .

Derby Square, in the center of which the Town Hall now stands, was the
site of the mansion built in 1784 by Elias Haskett Derby. Derby's heirs,
Benjamin Pickman, Jr. and John Derby, demolished the mansion and gave 16,500

Salem, on which to construct a town hall/market house. This building was
constructed in 1816. A condition of the gift-was-that-only buildings-of
brick or stone could be erected on land contiguous to the Town Hall, an early

Soon after the opening of the new Town Hall, the upstairs hall was "fur-
bished and festooned very handsomely and illuminated with pleasing effect",
in honor of a visit by President Monroe. The market stalls on the first
floor were opened with great success on November 25, 1816. The building con-
tinued to be used as a Town Hall until 1838 when the present City Hall was
completed For some years the basement and first floor, now offices, con-
tinued to be used as a market; the second floor hall is still used for local
political rallies and other meetings.

e location of the First Church (now Low's Building) and the Town Hall/
Market House in the Derby Square area made the Square the center of Salem
activity.# When the First Church was built in 1629, Roger Williams was one of
its earliest pastors. The present church,structure, the fourth to be built
on the site, was designed by Solomon W%ZI;rd and Peter Banner in 1826. When
it was built, the second floor was planned for use as-the church; shops occu-
pied the first floor. :

# The Hale Building, built in 1874 to the-east of the-“church, -is architect-
urally significant as a fine example of an early icast—iron-fronted brick

-

structure, the only one remainiag ;g a%gg and one of the few left in Massa-
chusetts. / inua |
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