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Commonwealth 4.venue & Clarttndon Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Boston Mass. 025 
5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

1 '̂ 
CO 
CO 

C O U R T H O U S E , R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S . E T C : 

Suffo lk Registry of Deeds 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

Pemberton Square 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Boston 

S T A T E 

Mass. 025 

o 
e c 
o ^ 

6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

Inventory of the His to r i c Assets of the Commonwealth 
D A T E O F S U R V E Y : • Federa l J J State • Coun ty • L o c a l 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Cnmmission 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

n f f i r iR n f the 

o 

z 
-0 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 
Secretary, State House 

Boston Mass. D25_ 



I;?:' OfSCRtPTlON 

CONDITION 
J ] E x c e l l e n t • Good • Fa i r 

( C h e c k One) 

I I De te r i o ro ted • Ruins I I U n e x p o s e d 

( C h e c k One) 

• A l t e r e d • [ U n a l t e r e d 

( C h e c k One) 

• Moved ( 3 O r i g i n a l S i te 

on 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( H k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The First Baptist Church is a cruciform building, standing on the corner 
of Commonwealth, the main ceremonial avenue of the Back Bay, and Clarendon, a 
cross street. The 176 foot high corner tower, b u i l t i n the angle between the 
nave and transept, is i t s main featuie. The tower rests upon four piers con­
nected by great round arches. These form a crriage way opening onto an arcad^ 
entrance porch b u i l t out from the end of the transept, flush with the tower, 
on Clarendon Street. 

Three immense rose windows are located i n each of the visible ends of t h ^ 
cross-gable roof, a l l designed by Richardson after European models. The win­
dow on the Clarendon Street side is a "Wheel of Fortune" type', with a cross o 
pilasters applied over the exterior tracery. Later i n the 19th century the 
Baptists added stained glass by Tiffany. His stained glass window of Christ 
by the Waters, i n the south transept^ is outstanding. 

The Clarendon Street arcade and a l l the large windows are round-arched, 
but rows of grouped square headed windows occur beneath the rose windows i n tlie 
nave and transepts. No buttresses or projections of any kind break the exter:.oi^ 
Walls and a moderately pitched roof frames the great rose windows. 

Standing above a l l and leading ones eyes upward, is the great tower. I t i/" 
perhaps best seen at a distance, for relations between the church and the towijr_ 
are less than perfect, and one might wish to see i t as a free standing entity 
Of the tower Hitchcock wrote: "The upper half of the tower is an extremely 
ingenious and original creation. The great belfry arches i n two orders are 
perfectly scaled to the whole. The frieze...considering the scale and the 
distance from which i t must always be seen, is equal to that of Rude's Marseii- ^ 
laise on the 4rc de I'Etoile or Carpeau's Dance on the Paris Opera. The gildod 
metal trumpets of the angels.. .accent the corners of the silhouette against the ^-j 
sky i n the most b r i l l i a n t l y picturesque manner conceivable. Yet on top of 
this frieze Richardson successfully returned to the simplicity and structural 
quality of the lower part of the tower. 4bove the strongly shadowed corbel t 
table there is a plain roof of moderate pitch, not quite a f l a t I t a l i a n roof, 
and certainly not a Gothic spire."-^ 

The high walls of the interior provide plenty of room for the galleries 
added by the Baptists. Whatever might have been planned i n the interior i n tljie 
sense of decoration or painting was never added. In the ceiling the timber 
trusses are simple and structural. We are l e f t today with "nothing but magni­
ficent space, a prime architectural quality which few appreciate unembellished 

Hitchcock writes further that "The significant character of this church 
derives from fundamentals. These fundamentals are what distinguish one style 
of architecture from another: the proportions of exterior mass and of interiojj* 
space; the relative importance and placing of the elements, structural and 
ornamental, which break up the main surfaces."3 Van Rensselaer echoes this iik 
writing that "Romanesque forms are paramount, and, though they are not treateci 
in at a l l the same s p i r i t which Richardson's later works reveal, they give the 
building extreme importance as the f i r s t which i n any way predicts the ultima^e 
course of his development."4 

M2 

1. Hitchcock, p. 115 
2. Hitchcock, p. 114 
3. Hitchcock, p. 113 
4. Van Rensselaer, p. 53. 
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S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

Designed by Henry J[obson Rltmardson and completed i n 1872, the First Bapt:Lst 
Church is his f i r s t work which was definitely Romanesque rather than Gothic. 
With this church, as Hitchcock has written, Richardson "turned the comer of 
his career. The rest of his great work could easily follow from this begin.-
ning."l I t was the remarkable impression made by this building which brough 
Richardson an invitation to enter the competition for Trinity Church, perhap^ 
his greatest work, vrtiich stands just two blocks away. 

I t was just after Richardson won the competition for the First Baptist 
(Brattle Square) Church that Charies ^'5lcKim entered his firm. McKim's 
f i r s t architectural assignment was to complete the working drawings. Anothej* 
of Richardson's associates, Frederic 4ugus^^Bartholdi, modelled the massive 
tower frieze, carved i n place by I t a l i a n ^one masons. This sculpture was 
Bartoldi's f i r s t major work i n this country, and his colossal figures of 
Charles Sumner, Longfellow, Einerson, Hawthorne, Lincoln and Garibaldi, 
included i n groupings representing Baptism, Communion, Marriage and Death, 
established his reputation. Standing at the comers of the tower frieze, t h i 
four gigantic angels with thier gilded trumpets, established the church as a 
favorite 19th century Boston landmark, which Bostonians affectionately label*id 
the "Church of the Holy Beanblowers." 

The First Baptist Society was Founded i n I665 and bu i l t i t s f i r s t Meeting 
House at Salem and Stillman Streets i n I679. The Baptists worshiped i n four 
other buildings before they came to the present First Baptist Church i n 1882, 

The ^building was begun i n 1 8 ^ for the Brattle Square Unitarian Society. 
41thoughthe interior was s t i l l unfinished, the f i r s t services were held i n 
1872, at viiich time ^aooustical failure was obvious. Because of th i s , and 
because of the fact that the Unitarians lost the church through mortgage 
foreclosure, i t stood empty between 1875 and 1881. In 1882 i t was purchased 
by the First Baptist Society, which erected galleries i n each of the transepts 
and over the main entrance. This corrected the acoustical d i f f i c u l t i e s , as 
Richardson had said i t would, and the Church has been i n aC'ive use by that 
Society ever since. Both the original rose windows by Richardson and the stained 
glass by Tiffany, which the Baptists added later, are notable. 

Incorporated into the tower are the quoins and coraerstones from the Old 
Brattle Square Meeting House. One cornerstone is marked "John Hancock, Esq. 
ifiuly 27, 1772," and the other "Jno. Greenleaf. 1772." Both were manbers and 
benefactors of the Society. The bell from the Brattle Square Meeting House, 
Cast i n 1805, hangs today i n the First Baptist tower. 

With the destruction of the Church of the Unity i n Springfield, only two 
of the early public buildings which helped Richardson make his name remain. 
Trinity is one. The other is the First Baptist Church, the building which 
the beginning of his professional maturity, and one which led directly to t h i 
rich commissions which Richardson was later to receive. 
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niî Rrst I)aptist Cliurcl) of I3oston 
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TcU'plwrtc: 247-911'> 

irGsion orn.cE Mrs. Op il rochi 

Mr. Willuir Wyalt 
Stodi ritior 

Mr. Kii li.-ird Rilcc 
Chairmjii, Uoiird of Deacons 

June 15, 1971 
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The Honorable Edvrard I I , Kennodj'-
Jo\m F, Kennedy Bldg, Room 2^00 
Government Centre 
Cainbridce Street, Boston, Mass, 02203 ' 

My dear Senator Kennedy, 

Knowing of your genuine interest i n things h i s t o r i c a l , especially 
i n Massachusetts, I ara -limiting to you to ask for information and possible 
help, 

I am the minister of the historic F i r s t Baptist Church of Boston, 
Tliis 307 year old congregation i s situated at Goii-unonwealth Avenue and 
Clarendon Street i n tlie Back Bay, Oiir edifice i s an early I I . H, Richardson 
designed building and along vdth oui' neighbor T r i n i t y Church i n Copley 
Square i s a Coiinaunity treasure, „ *. 

The maintenance of this magnificent structure i s an increasingly 
heavy burden for our Church, We recognize our privilege and I'esponsibility 
as oifners of this architectural treasui'e, 

h i l l you kindly t e l l ine of the present status j.n Congress of the 
Historic Pi^o.-scrvation Grantrj B i l l and the p o c i i i b i l i t y of the authorization 
of the f u l l amount? Secondly, may I enlist your powerlul assistance i n 
helping us to become, enrolled i n the IJational f i c g i s t i ^ of Historic Places? 
This \n.ll make i t possible for us to make- future application for some 
assistance i n the proper maintenance of our Church, 

Respectfully yoiu'S, 

J. V/alter Sjllon, Mlnlstor 

Jl-rs/op 
c»c, Dr« Richard Halo 

Enc: Leaflet on 
The First Baptist Church 
of Doston 



H^tnileb J^iaie» JS)crtaie 

Respectfully referred t o : 

Because of the desire of t h i s o f f i c e to be 

responsive to a l l inquiries cuid communications, 

your consideration of the attached i s 

requested. Your findings and views, i n 

duplicate form, along with return of the 

enclosure, w i l l be appreciated by 

Form #2 



lfalt«l 8t«tM Uma/tm 
HtehiJigtaa, O.C. 

Bnr Senator Kwmtdlyt 

Secretary of the Interior Rogera C. B. Notrton has aaked 
us to thank you fdr your Imiulry in b^ialf of Reverend J . 
Htlter SlUen caacemlag the First Baptist Church of 
Boston. 

•aeretary Mort<xi appreoiatas your interest in this natter 
and has asked us to reply at our earliest pppOTtunity. 

Sincerely yours, 
'5^ llartafe 

Mreetor 

FNP:DKKellerhouse:amJ:8/l9/71 





ttMttba-lD-ald ava — iwt fnxr ivapirfetoa ImlnlKI la 4I» lati*iiial 

jiT ĵi Btoaa ssaHto an nate ite 
Hw naftM, a Maila IHW a rasawaalMlltar «» i m i IK 
may tt ties recaivljig Vednral asaietaaae are prqparlar 

Hda tof^iHHa ni l l be aaefol to you and Mr, tlllae. 
Year toifearaat to MalMto pftaanrattoa to tetflsr iinnauiaisd* 

(Sgd) J. E. N. Jensen 

Associate 

cc: 
Hon. John F. X. Davoren 
Secreteiry of the CommonweaJ.th 
Chairmaji, Massachusetts Historical Commission 
Office of the Secretary 
State House 
Boston, Massachusetts 02133 )w/c of inc. 

Dr. Richard W. Hale, Jr. 
Acting Chairman, Massachusetts HistoricaJ. 
Commission 

Office of the Secretary, State House 
Boston, Massachusetts 02133 ) 

CL 
Director, Northeast Region ) 
HR ) 
l£ ) 

FNP:RJMullen:IJp:9/3/71 
RETYPED(2nd Pg.):maj:9/15/71 
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Respectfully referred to; 

Because of the desire of this office to be 

responsive to a l l inquiries and communications, 

your consideration of the attached is 

requested. Your findings and views, i n 

duplicate form, along with return of the 

enclosure, w i l l be appreciated by 

Form #2 
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BOB. IteMTd M. SeBMd]r 
Itaitad Statoa Baaata 
Washington, B.C. 

Seer Stnatar Kezmadyt 

We are plaaaad to acknovledge your inquiry in btiuLLf of 
ths Bevaaraiid J . \telter Sillcm ooneaming the First 
Bvtist CSiurdi of Boston. 

We sppreciate your interest in thia Matter cuad v i l l 
pxtnride you a reply st oar earliest appartunity. 

Binoarely yours, 

Biraetor 

ee: 
LS) w/c of inc. 
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