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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Rocky Hill Meetinghouse (1785) stands like an austere Puritan sentinel on
a rocky ledge overlooking Elm Street about fifty feet to the south. Behind and
slightly to the west of the building stands the five-bay, two-story parsonage which
was built about the same time as the meetinghouse. This center-chimneyed
clapboard residence was moved to its present location from nearby in order to
save it from demolition by Route 495.

The white clapboard Meetinghouse is two stories high and crowned by a
pitched roof, unbroken by chimneys. The seven-bay front facade of the building
is divided into two three-bay units by a two-story entrance porch whose pitched
roof intersects the building just below the cornice line.

Located on the south facade of the porch, the main door is framed by Doric
pilasters. These support an entablature with a dentilled cornice. This cornice is
echoed on a slightly larger scale in the pedimented gable of the porch and again on
an even larger scale under the eaves of the long facades of the building. In the
center of each of the five-bay gabled ends of the building is a supplemental doorway.
These doors are framed by Tuscan pilasters and topped by a simple entablature and
pediment. On the first story the sash windows are longer than those on the second.
On the long facades those on the first story are capped by undecorated cornices.
The subtle use of decorative details, the framings of the doors, the dentilled
cornices and pediment, and the capped windows are typical of these meetinghouses
and lend a natural elegance to these simple rectangular buildings.

The interior of the Meetinghouse remains practically unaltered. In the
auditorium, the principal structural timbers of the building project from the walls
and have been left unpainted. Around three sides of the room a gallery is carried
on wooden columns which have been marbleized. Boxed pews and benches are
unpainted and the sides of the pews are pine panelled. In contrast to the simplicity
of the room is the richly carved and panelled pulpit which rises from its position
opposite the main entrance as the focal point of the Meetinghouse. Behind it, the
roundheaded pulpit window is framed between two marbleized pilasters which
support an entablature. A pentagonal sounding board with an ogee roof projects
from the top of this entablature.

T

33

SNOITLONYLSNI



Form 10-300a UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE

(Dec. 1968)
c NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Massachusetts
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES couNTY
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM Essex
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

DATE

(Continuation Sheet) APR 11 1872

(Number all entries) ~ Amesbury, Rocky Hill Meetinghouse

6. Existing Surveys: Historic American Buildings Survey
N.P.S., Off. of Archeology & Hist. Preservation

801 19th Street, Washington D.C.

Federal Survey: Date: 1937




INSTRUCTIDNS

S E

[ Pre-Columbian| [ 16th Century 18th Century [J 20th Century

[ 15th Century [J 17th Century (] 19th Century
SPECIFIC DATEI(S) (If Applicable and Known) 1785
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginal [] Education [] Political [ Urban Planning N
[] Prehistoric ] Engineering Religion/Phi. [] Other (Specify)
[C] Historic [ Industry losophy
[C] Agriculture [] Invention [[] Science
Architecture [J Londscape [} Sculpture
O Art Architecture [] Social/Human-
[J Commerce [J Literature itasian
[0 Communications ] Military [] Theater
[ Conservation [] Music [} Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
s

The Rocky Hill Meetinghouse, constructed in 1785, is a fine example of a
country meetinghouse and the least altered of any eighteenth century meetinghouse
in Massachusetts. On that basis both the Meetinghouse and its neighboring
parsonage have been certified as a Massachusetts Historic Landmark.

Rocky Hill was formerly the west parish of Salisbury (now in Amesbury).
The parish separated from the older part of Salisbury in 1716 and built its first
meetinghouse, which stood north of the present one. When that first building
became beyond repair, the parishioners voted to build the new meetinghouse in
Rocky Hill. The church exterior is the type most representative of New England
meetinghouses: a simple rectangle with dentil course at the cornice, covered by
a pitched roof, with the main entrance on the long facade of the building, opposite
the pulpit.

The parish began to decline shortly after the new meetinghouse was
completed. Since there were no funds available for modernizing the building,
the interior of the Rocky Hill Meetinghouse has remained virtually unchanged.
The auditorium retains its original high pulpit with pentagonal sounding board,
box pews, deacon's desk and the gallery on three sides supported by simple
Doric pillars.




Rose, Harold Wycliffe, The Colonial Houses of Worship in America, New York,
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68-77 Rocky Hill Meetinghouse
South facade
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ROCKY HILL MEETINGHOUSE AND PAR-
SONAGE (25-74-00057-00). Amesbury, Essex
Co. Private ownership (SPNEA). An example
of Country Meetinghouse, built in 1785. Work
to include reroofing to original cedar shingle.
$5,250.00.



