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The Castle, Castle W i l l i a m , Castle Wi l l i am & Mary, For t Wi l l i am 
L"5cATroN C(5N<3. BlSfftlCT 9 
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Castle Island (Eastern end of Gardner Way) 
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3 . C L A S S I F I C A T I O N 
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OWNERSHIP STATUS 
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| 7 . DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 
• E n c e l l e n t • Good Q F o i r 

( C h e c k O n e ) 

^ D e t e r i o r a t e d D Ruins [Z ] U n e x p o s e d 

CCfieck O n e ; 

^ A l t e r e d Q U n a l t e r e d 

r C h e c k O n e ; 

n M o v e d p g O r l g i r . a l S i te 

1 / 

m 

D E S C R I s r . T H E P R E S E N T A N O O R I G I N A L ( I I k n o w n ; P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

In the spring of 1634, John Winthrop v i s i t e d Castle Island and decided t{o make 
i t the primary defensive f o r t i f i c a t i o n of the c o l o n i a l settlement. A ijajor 
factor i n winthrop's decision was the Island's strategic location. Between 
Castle Island, located less than three miles east of Boston, and Governor's 
Island, approximately 3/4 miles north of Castle Island, lay the main ship 
channel i n t o Boston Harbor. Since passage between Castle Island and the 
mainland to the south was impractical, and passage north of Governor's Islanc 
was impossible for ships of substantial tonnage, Castle Island was the natural 
location f o r defenses against naval attack. 

The colonists set up t h i e r f i r s t battery platforms i n 1634, on a small V j i l l 
on the northeast section of the island. These were crude structures of wood 
By 1643, these platforms were complemented by a house which served as quarteijs 
for a small garrison, as a powderhouse, and as an emplacement for guns pro­
te c t i n g the lower b a t t e r i e s . A new house, or castle, was b u i l t i n 1659. The 
location of Castle Island made i t extremely vulnereible to storms from the north 
and east, which kept any structures, and especially those of wood, i n constar 
need of repair. I n 1673, f i r e destroyed the eastle and a "small regular piec^e, 
60' square or proportional" replaced i t . By 1679, the fortress consisted of 
t h i r t y guns; seven of these were mounted i n the lower battery and twenty-thre 
i n the castle, which again served both as barracks and pwwderhouse. 

During the early part of the eighteenth century. Castle Island received u» 
i t s f i r s t major overhaul. King William I I I , f e a r f u l of war with France, 
directed h i s engineers t o oversee the . f o r t i f i c a t i o n s of the colonies. Under 
the d i r e c t i o n of Colonel William Wolfgang Romer and Capt. John Redknap, the 
old earth and wooden f o r t i f i c a t i o n s were demolished and a stone f o r t r e s s was 
thrown up. This rectangular str u c t u r e , neuned Fort William, was heavily 
bastioned, with a connecting demi-bastion at i t s northeast corner. At the 
northwest shore of the Island a wharf and a block house were b u i l t , the la t t e 
connected by a covered way to the main f o r t r e s s . When Fort William was j:oin-
pleted i n 1705, i t commanded over 100 guns and was considered the most 
impressive f o r t i n B r i t i s h North America. 

One major addition was made to Fort V/illiam i n 1741 when a battery of 
twenty forty-two pound guns was erected on the southeast flank and called 
•'Shirley's Battery" a f t e r Governor William Shirley, Fort William was p a r t i a l j l y 
destroyed by General Howe's forces when they evacuated Boston i n March, 1776, 
but was cjuickly repaired by the p r o v i n c i a l forces. 

At the beginning of the nineteenth centuryf tho fedort^^. qnvornmnnt con-
yiJuiyd l''Uil IUdGpundGilGS t'ett Wiliialil Wdg t-dlied aRdt im) a mjot 
f o r t i f i c a t i o n , and ca l l e d upon John Foncin to design a new stone f o r t . This 
enclosed pentagon of f i v e bastions - designed to hold f i f t y guns, magazines 
and bric k barracks - was completed by 1809. 

By 1835, the f o r t was i n "such a ruinous and dilapidated" condition that 
the Massachusetts Legislature pe t i t i o n e d Congress to repair i t . Reconstructipn 
began i n 1835, and by 1851 Fort Independence was r e b u i l t and garrisoned. I t 
the nineteenth century str u c t u r e , with some add i t i o n a l work done i n 1870-71, 
which stands today. This one-tiered, bri c k and granite pentagon i s p a r t l y 
casemated and earthen revetments top i t s ramparts. The Island i t s e l f under­
went s i g n i f i c a n t changes beginning i n 1891 when a bridge and l a t e r a causeway] were 
b u i l t connecting the Fort t o the mainland. A series of f i l l i n g operations in(-
creased the size of the Island and attached i t t o the mainland. 
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S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

Except f o r a somewhat e a r l i e r defense set up on Fort H i l l i n the southeijn-
end of Boston, Castle Island i s the oldest f o r t i f i e d s i t e i n the o r i g i n a l 
Massachusetts Bay Colony. Begun i n 1634 and called "the Castle" by John 
Winthrop, i t c o n t rolled the main ship channel to Boston's inner harbor. Firj* 
destroyed the Fort i n 1673, but i t was soon r e b u i l t . S i r Edmund Andros, 
Royal Governor of the Province, was imprisoned here i n 1689, during the f i r ^ i 
c o l o n i a l r e b e l l i o n against royal authority. I n the early years of the eighteenth 
century, a completely new, bastioned f o r t of masonry was b u i l t at the express ; 
di r e c t i o n of King William, who feared an attack on the colonies by the French j ; 
f l e e t . The new f o r t was named Fort William and, with over one hundred guns, y 
was the most impressive f o r t i f i c a t i o n i n B r i t i s h North America. Governor 
Shirley sought refuge at t h i s t h i r d f o r t during the impressment r i o t s of 
1747. The stamps of the hated Stamp Acts were stored here, and the i l l - r e c d i v a d i 
revenue commissioners appointed under the Townsend Acts were forced to retre^at 
to the Fort i n 1767. At Samuel Adeims' insistence, the B r i t i s h troops were 
quartered here a f t e r the Boston Massacre of 1770. Fort William was p a r t i a l ] j y 
destroyed by General Howe during his evacuation of Boston i n March, 1776, 
but was immediately repaired by c o l o n i a l forces under the d i r e c t i o n of Lt. 
Col. Paul Revere and put under the command of the leader of the Massachusett^s 
m i l i t i a . Major General John Hancock. 

In 1798, Massachusetts ceded the island f o r t r e s s to the United States, 
possibly because of the country's d i f f i c u l t i e s with France, and President 
John Adams renamed i t Fort Independence. A new f o r t was b u i l t i n the e^irly [part 
of the nineteenth century from a design by John Foncin, the French engineer 
who designed and b u i l t Fort McHenry. This f o r t , the fourth on the s i t e , was 
garrisoned during the War of 1812 but f e l l i n t o serious disrepair soon after 
Reconstruction began i n 1836 and was subst a n t i a l l y completed by 1851 when tho 
Fort was garrisoned once again.- During the C i v i l War, several volunteer unljts 
kept watch at the Fort f o r Confederate ships. Oliver Wendell Holme^!!and 
Charles Francis Adams are only two of the Massachusetts notables who walked 
the parapets of Fort Independence before leaving f o r service with the Union 
Army. Though Fort Independence saw some a c t i v i t y during World Wars I and 
I I , i t was not f u l l y garrisoned a f t e r the Spanish American War. I t s 328 
year m i l i t a r y h i s t o r y came to an end i n 1962, when the federal government 
ceded the area of Fort Independence back to the Commonwealth of Massachusettjs 
for use as an h i s t o r i c monument. 
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[ U . FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME AND TITLE: . 

\ Richard W. Hale, J r . , Act ing Chairman 
O R G A N I Z A T I O N D A T E 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission A p r i l 23, 1971 
S T R E E T AND N U M B E R : 

O f f i c e of the S e c r e t a r y , State House • 
C I T Y OR TOWN; S T A T E C O D E 

Boston Mass. 
[ n . STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICAllON NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Î aw 

89-665). I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Rccister and certify that it has been 

•valuated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service, The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination !•! 

National (3 ' • : Local Q 

1 hereby certify that this property is Included In the 

National Regiater. 

CMol, Office of Archeology «ncf Hiotoric Preaerralion 

Nil hie 

Title 

Date 

Dttfl 

AttkSt! 

Keeper of The Nallonal Regiater 

Date 



Missing Core Documentation 

Property Name County, State Reference Number 
Fort Independence Suffolk County, 70000921 

Massachusetts 

The following Core Documentation is missing from this entry: 

Nomination Form 

X Photographs 

USGSMap 
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E N T R Y N U M B E R D A T E 

A N f ' O R H I S T O R I C : The Castle, Castle William, Castle William & Mary; Fort William 
|2. LOCATION CONG. DISTRICT 9 

1 u S T R E E T A N O N U M B E R l 1 u Cas t le I s l a n d (Eastern end o f Gardner Way) 
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i K | Boston (South) 
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3. MAP R E F E R E N C E 

UJ 
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S O U R C E : 

U.S.G.S. Boston, South Mass. 
scALEi 1 : 2 4 , 0 0 0 
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1. Property broundaries where required. 
2. North arrow. 
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COMMON,Fort Independence 
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E N T R Y N U M B E R D A T E 

AND/OR H.sTORicThe Castie, Cas t i le W i l l i a m , Castid Wiilidirt 4i Hauy; FOEC Will iam 
2. LOCATION 
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\ ^ Cas t l e I s l a n d (Eastern end o f Gardner Way \ ^ 
C I T Y OR T O W N l 

Boston (South) 
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Mass. 025 S u f f o l k 02b 
PHOTO RuFERENCE 
PHOTO CREDIT: Mass. Mctropolltan D i s t r i c t Commission 

lU 

UJ 

D A T E O F P H O T O : 1954 

M E C A T I V E F I L E D A liass. Metropolitan D i s t r i c t Commission, 20 Somerset St., Boston 

4. IDENTIFICATION 
D E S C R I B E V I E W . D I R E C T I O N , E T C . 

Aerial View PI£ASE NOTE: Met. D i s t r i c t Com̂ n 
i s making nevf aeria 
photographs i n May 
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40 beacon S^eet ^oitrm. ,.y^aMao^uielti OS/OS 

:,v 727-8470 

November 1, 1973 

Ms. Sally Marusin , . • 
Publications Branch • ,̂  
National Register of H i s t o r i c Places - , 
National Park Service • > ' • • 
Department of the I n t e r i o r ' SX.'-'' "• ^ 
18th and C Streets, N.W. ' *' '•• 
Washington, D.C. 20240 ' ' ; .: 

Dear Ms. Marusin: '. > ' " ... • 

Enclosed i s the copy you requested of our National Register nomination f o r 
Fort Independence, Castle Island, Boston. 

Foster's Block, Worcester, i s no longer l i s t e d i n the summary of National 
Register properties as published i n the Federal Register. Our f i l e s i n d i ­
cate that the building was demolished i n August of 1972. 

Sincerely, 

PollerM. Re t t ig 
Historian , \ 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission * ,» 

:pmr 
End. 



(2) AdJrosj - Sifeel or P O Box City Store Zip Code 

18th and C Streets, .Washington n.c. 20240 

b. Address —Street or P.O. Bex City 

40 Beacon Street Boston 

NOTIFICATION OF GRAr J-AID ACTION 

I . STATE APPIICAIION IDINTIFIIR 

74070490 

2. (licHervi il Jiir iinr. hy Stair rriilnil infannulioii iiv.iiitiiin ayrncy) 

3. GRANIOR: ri fidpral ci.jency 

Department of the I n t e r i o r 
b. O r f j v i r r z o l i o o ' j l unit 

National Park Service 
C. Adri.irjistArinij office (I) tiiintc 

Division of Grants 

4. ftDEPAl AGENCY GRANT Hi£NTIFIER: o. Code 

25-75-00175-00 

c. Purpose Project work w i l l include thermal and mois 
i n s t a l l a t i o n of doors and windows. 

s. GRANTEE: o. Nom« Commisslon 
Massachusetts Mrs. Elizabeth R. Amadon, Exec. D i r . , Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l / 

Zip Code 

02108 
6. GRANTEE TYPE (Check only the single most applicable box) 

o. Stote b. Inter- c. County d. City 

• • 

b. Inler-
uote 

• 

e. School f. Speciol g. Cr-TirT,jn-ty h. Sponsored i. Other 
district unit oc*<on orgonization 

• • • • • 
7. APPLICATION RECEIPT DATE 

Yeor Month Day 

75 110 128 

8. A C T J O N DATE 

Year V.onth 

75 I 11 
Doy 

10 

9. EFFECTIVE STARTING DATE 

Year Wonth Doy 

75 I 11 I 10 

10. ENDING DATE 

Year Month 

78 I 11 
Doy 

J12_ 
11. TYPE OF ACTION (Check as many boxes as opply to this action) 

o. New b. Continuotion c. Supplemcntol d. Change in existing gront 
gront gront grant 

( iden t i fy agency i n item 16) (l) Increose in (2) Decrease ;3; Concel'otion (4) lncreo»e(S) (5) Decrease($) 
durotion duiaiion 

S D • • • • • • 
12. AMOUNT Of CONTRIBUTION 

o. Fede ro l - ( l ) bosk (2) Supplementol 

*51.200 .1,. 13. CATAIOG OF FEDERAL DO/.',fSllC ASSISTANCE 
PROGRAM 0/"one. clarify in ifci/i 161 

b. Stole 

W8»80.0*_ 

C. Loco! 

$ 
' • f C ir Vi N . . ' r r , l . i e r 

d. Oiher 

$ 
b. Supplementol Program Nu.nber 

U . AUTHORIZATION 

o. Federol Budget Accounts 

b. Public lows 

nP5B^TO^^40.') 
PI Title Sec 

89 665 
PL Title PI Title Sec. 

C. U.S. Code 16 U.S.C. ZUO" 
IS. FACILITY LOCATION: (Fur ftnilily ijniul urfinK.s iiiily) 

o. City Castle Island, Boston b. County 

16. REMARKS 

•Metropoli tan D i s t r i c t Commission 

Prepared by Ralph E. Thomar. 523(139)-5054 
STANDARD FORM 2 : 
June 19 /0 Buri-au of tl i.-
B u d f i f l C i t ru lo r A - 9 8 

101 


