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Narrative Description 

Summary 

The Levi Willits House Is a two story brick house built in 1856. It is located at the 
northeast corner of Main and Second Streets, approximately one-and-one-half blocks east 
of the Mississippi River in New Boston, Illinois. New Boston is located on the western 
edge of Mercer County, approximately 33 miles southeast of Rock Island. This Mid-1 Sth 
century home has many Greek Revival features Including its flat window sills and lintels, 
six-over-six windows, and low-pitched gabled roof. The home was built by Levi Willits. 
The bricks came from the James Stevenson brick yard in Mannon, Illinois, approximately 
six miles northeast of New Boston. Some of the bricks around the home has his 
signature, "J. 8." on them. The brick work pattern has seven stretchers and one course 
of headers. The home is rectangular in design with a small one-story kitchen addition 
added to the rear in the late 1800s. There is a small addition on the north side added 
between 1908-1910 for Joe Stineman for an office for his telephone company. This 
addition was expanded to two stories to provide an outside entrance for an upstairs 
apartment In the eariy 1980s. There is an original one story brick summer kitchen to the 
northeast of the house. The summer kitchen Is considered contributing to the 
nomination. Also, there Is a wood frame, two car garage built In the 1930s that is now 
connected to the house by a breezeway. The garage is considered noncontributing to 
the nomination. The sits at the northeast corner of Main and Second Streets in the 
original platted town of New Boston approximately 1 1/2 blocks east of the Mississippi 
River. The neighborhood is a residential and commercial mix with commercial structures 
aligned along Main Street. 

The home has a low-pitched asphalt shingled gable roof. It is believed that the 
roof pitch was raised sometime before 1875. This is evidenced by the roof joists which 
are circular sawn dimensional lumber. There Is a chimney located on the west wall, one 
located approximately two-thirds of the length of the house to the east, and two on the 
east wall. It is believed that the east section of the house was added shortly after the 
home was built. This Is based on that this section has a dugout basement with the rest 
of the house having a crawlspace; there is a break in the brick work on the second floor 
above the south side porch; the interior wall at this break Is a load bearing brick wall with 
a heavy wood beam below in the foundation; the east windows are two-over-two rather 
than six-over-six, and the Interior woodwork although similar In styling is different. 
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There is a one story entry porch at the northwest corner of the house and a larger 
one story porch along the south side. From a drawing in the 1875 Illustrated Atlas Map 
of Mercer Countv. Illinois which pictured the house, the porches were different in design. 
They had classical square columns and roof-line balustrades. The south porch was much 
smaller in size. There was also a porch on the east side of the house with classical 
columns. It was removed at an unknown date. A 1900s photograph shows a porch on 
the south side with turned spindled columns and spindled balusters. The present porches 
were constructed in the 1920s. The west porch has large square hollow wood posts with 
a sloped mansard roof. The south porch has large square hollow wood posts and a 
balcony with simple wood balusters and a rail. 

Windows on the home have wood lintels and sills. Some of the wood sills were 
replaced with concrete in the 1980s. Today, the home faces south on Main Street, 
however, it is possible that the front door of the home is located on the west side of the 
house facing the Mississippi River. The staircase is also located near this door. In the 
1850s when the house was built, commercial focus for New Boston was located near the 
river. As Main Street developed aiong the south side of the house to the east, the 
commercial development and focus moved also. Thus an entry was also provided to the 
south along Main Street. The drawing from the 1875 Atlas shows the home from the 
southwest corner allowing views of both entries. 

Exterior 

The west elevation of the home along the first story has an entryway to the left 
with an eight-paneled wood door and a five-light transom above. To the south are two, 
six-over-six windows. Above the entry door on the second story is a door that provided 
access to a balcony above the porch, it has been boarded over. There are two six-over-
six windows to the south. The attic has a single six-over-six window. 

The south elevation has two, six-over-six windows and a door with glass and four 
lower wood panels with a five-light transom above. To the east of the door is a single, 
shorter, newer one-over-one window which replaced the original window. There is 
another six-over-six window to the east of this. A window on the southeast corner was 
bricked in during the 1980s when this area was turned into a bathroom. Above on the 
second floor are two, six-over-six windows, a door providing access to the balcony with 
an upper glass panel and two lower wood panels with a diamond patterned rectangular 
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transom above, and two, six-over-six windows to the east. A window on the southeast 
corner was bricked in during the 1980 s when this area was converted into a bathroom 
for the upstairs apartment. 

The east elevation first floor has a bricked in window on the southeast corner 
where the bathroom was placed, a two-over-two window, and the one-story gabled roof 
brick kitchen addition to the east. The south wall of the kitchen addition has a door and 
a single two-over-two window. The east wall of the kitchen addition has a one-over-one 
window. Above on the second story of the main house is a bricked in window on the 
southeast corner where a bathroom was added and two, two-over-two windows to the 
north. The attic has a two-over-two window. On the north side of the kitchen addition 
is an enclosed wood frame porch. Part of its north wall abuts the brick wall of the 
summer kitchen to the north. There are no openings between these two wall. 

At the northeast corner of the first story of the north elevation is a small one-story 
brick pantry addition. It has a small, six-over-one window. The bricks are identical to the 
main house bricks and has the same common bond pattern. To the west of the pantry 
is a two-over-two window. To the west of this window is the wood addition that was 
added in 1908-1910 for use as an office. It has a small one-over-one window on its east 
wall and a larger one-over-one window on the north wall. The second story of the main 
house has a one-over-one window. The second story of the addition which was added 
in the early 1980s to provide an outside entrance for the second floor apartment has a 
small one-over-one window on the east wall and a modem wood door on the north wall. 
To the west of the addition is a six-over-six window. 

The summer kitchen shares a brick wall with an enclosed porch which attaches to 
the kitchen addition. It has parapeted walls with a low-pitched asphalt shingled gable 
roof. There is a chimney on the north wall. The west elevation of the summer kitchen 
has two, four-panel wood doors providing access into both rooms. On the east elevation 
is a door and a six-over-six window. 

Interior 

The northwest corner entry hall has an eight-paneled wood entry door with a five-
pane transom above. Baseboards in this room are Greek Revival in style with a molding 
at its top edge. The doonways have simple entablatures. The staircase has a walnut 
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newel post and simple balusters. The door into the parlor to the south and the door into 
the office/den to the east have four panels. There is a small closet located underneath 
the stair. Floors in the entry, parior, dining/family room, and current dining room are 2 
1/2" wide maple replacement flooring. The original floor may still be underneath as the 
floor is raised. The walls and ceilings are plaster throughout the house except where 
noted. Some of the plaster may have been repaired or replaced throughout the years. 

The parlor located to the southwest has elaborate Greek Revival styled woodwork. 
The doonways to the entry on the north and dining room/family room to the east, have 
Doric pilasters with an entablature and wood panel above. The large windows have Doric 
pilasters with an entablature above and wood panels below. There are wood panels 
along the sides of the recessed windows. The baseboards have three boards with a 
molding at the top edge. There is an enclosed chimney opening between the two west 
windows that was used for a heating stove. 

To the east of the parior is the dining/family room which also provided outside 
access to the south porch. Doonways in this room have shouldered architraves with 
recessed vertical wood panels in the trim on either side. The south exterior door is glass 
with four wood panels below. There is a five-light transom above this door. Baseboards 
in this room have a two board design that slopes in to the wall. A later door opening with 
molded trim was added to the southeast to provide access into a bathroom. 

The office/den to the north of the dining/family room includes a 4' x 14' wood 
addition to the north added in 1908-1910. Doonways in this room have simple 
entablatures. There is a wooden wainscot cupboard in the northeast corner. The west 
wall has wooden wainscoting. The south and east wall have been covered with plywood. 
Baseboards in this room are simple boards. 

To the east is the former kitchen which is now the dining room. It has an 
enclosed servants' staircase and basement staircase on the south wall. The doon/vay to 
the servants' staircase has four panels. The doonways in this room have simple 
entablatures. The former exterior doonvay to the east which now leads to the kitchen 
addition has a three-light transom above. The baseboards have a two board design that 
slopes in to the wall. A door to east of the staircase along the south wall leads to the 
bathroom. This room was divided into two rooms at a later date to provide storage and 
a bathroom. There is a chimney in the west wall of the storage room which also ran to 
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a stove on the east wall of the dining/family room. Baseboards in this room have a two 
board design that slopes in to the wall. 

The basement is located undemeath the former kitchen and bathroom. It has a 
brick floor with a herringbone pattem. There is a crawlspace to the west under the rest 
of the house. 

To the north of the former kitchen/dining room is a small pantry. There is a four-
panel wood door leading into the room. It has built-in wood cupboards on the east, north, 
and west walls. 

The kitchen addition which was constructed in the late 1800s has been remodeled 
over the years. It has 4' x 8' wood sheets for its ceiling and modern wood panelled walls. 

The upstairs hallway has a balcony along the south side of the staircase. A wall 
has been added on the west side creating a closet space for the northwest bedroom. 
This closet has a doonÂ ay to the west that leads to a former balcony above the west 
porch. It has been boarded over. Doonways in this hall have simple entablatures. The 
doorway to the east leads to the attic staircase. It has a single vertical wood panel. The 
baseboards have a three board design with a top edge molding. 

The front or west bedroom has been divided into two bedrooms when the house 
was converted into apartments. The outside walls' woodwork and window trim remains. 
Window and door trims in this area have simple entablatures. The baseboards have a 
two board design that slopes in to the wall. 

The middle bedroom to the south has an exterior door along the south exterior wall 
leading to the balcony above the south porch. This door has an upper glass panel and 
two vertical wood panels below. There is a rectangular shaped transom above the door 
with a diamond pattern. Baseboards in this room have a three board design with a top 
edge molding. 

The east bedroom has simpler door moldings with entablatures than the other 
bedrooms. The baseboards are also simpler in design but have a three board design 
with a top edge molding. A furnace has been added in the space where the servants' 
staircase is located. 



NTS Form 10«»« OMB Atamal Mo. 10»*O01* 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number _ J _ Page ! _ ^^^^^^ Levi, House 

To the south of the east bedroom is a bathroom. It has a four-panel wood door 
with a simple wood entablature leading to the south bedroom. The baseboards in this 
room are more Italianate in design. 

To the north of the south bedroom is the upstairs entry/storage room. It has 
modern wood paneled walls. There is an exterior doonway on the north leading to an 
exterior wood staircase. There is also a doonvay on the east leading into the east 
bedroom. 

The attic is unfinished and left as one big room. Single windows at the east and 
west ends provide light for the space. 

Summer kitchen 

The summer kitchen has two small rooms divided by a brick wall. The north room 
is the former kitchen area and has a brick fireplace/cooking hearth. The south room was 
used for storage. Floors in this building are poured concrete. 
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8. statement of Significance 
Appiicabie National Register Criteria 
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing.) 

• A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history. 

• B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

B C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

• D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 

(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) 

Property is: 

• A owned by a religious institution or used for 

religious purposes. 

• B removed from its original location. 

• C a birthplace or grave. 

• D a cemetery. 

• E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

• F a commemorative property. 

• G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years. 

Areas of Significance 

(Enter categories from instructions) 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

Period of Significance  

1856 -c . 186Qs 

Significant Dates 

N/A 

Significant Person 

(Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 

N/A 

Cultural Affiliation 

N/A 

Architect/Builder 

WillitS/ Levi# Builder 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 
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(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 

• preliminary determination of individual listing (36 
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• previously determined eligible by the National 

Register 
• designated a National Historic Landmark 
• recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 

# 
• recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 

Primary location of additionai data: 

• State Historic Preservation Office 
• Other State agency 
• Federal agency 
• Local government 
• University 
• Other 

Name of repository: 
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Boundary Justification 
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Zone Easting Northing 
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• See continuation sheet 
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11. Form Prepared By 

name/title. David Newton/ Assistant National Register Coordinator 

organization I l l i n o i s Historic Preservation Agency date February 1/ 1995 

street & number 1 Old State Capitol Plaza telephone 217-785-4324 

city or town Springfield state I l l i n o i s zip code 62701 

Additionai Documentation 
Submit the following items with the completed form; 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 

A SIcetch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative biack and white photographs of the property. 

Additionai items 
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

Property Owner 
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)  

name City of New Boston/ City Hall 

street & number Main Street 

city or town NPW Rn.ston 

telephone 309-587-8181 

state I l l i n o i s zip code 61272 
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of this form to the Chief, Administrative Sen/ices Division, National Park Seroice, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503. 
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Statement of Significance 

The Levi Willits House is locally significant for Criterion C for architecture as a 
representative example of a mid-19th century house with Greek Revival details. Built in 
1856, it soon was added on to on the east side extending the house 14' 6". Its period 
of significance is from 1856 to the early 1860s when the house was thought to be 
extended. Among the home's Greek Revival details include its horizontal sills and lintels, 
six-over-six windows, low-pitched gabled roof, and interior woodwork. 

Architecture 

After the American Revolution, the young nation's builders began turning away 
from British models for buildings toward the inspiration of the ancient classic worid of 
Greece and Rome. This new direction taken by American leaders including Thomas 
Jefferson and George Washington was inspired by anti-British feeling and the idealization 
of the classic world with its republic forms of government. Builders and architects began 
using Roman and Greek models for the new nation's governmental buildings. Soon 
statehouses and banks based on Roman designs sprang up throughout the country 
including Jefferson's designs for the University of Virginia and Virginia Capitol. A national 
sympathy forthe Greek War of Independence and archaeological investigations of Greece 
aroused interest in Greek architecture. Designs loosely based on Greek models began 
appearing in carpenter's guides and pattern books. Among them were Asher Benjamin's 
The Practical House Carpenter and The Builder's Guide and Minard Lafever's The 
Modern Builders Guide and The Beauties of Modern Architecture which spread the 
movement throughout the country,̂  

Residential design at the time of the 1820s through the 1850s borrowed classical 
ideas and details from Greek and Roman models. These included classical inspired 
columns, porticos, symmetrical arrangements, low-pitched roofs, classical cornices with 
entablature and frieze, horizontal sills and lintels, and temple like forms. By the 1820s 
and 1830s this new American design became known as the Greek Revival style. Greek 
Revival design dominated America's architecture from the 1820s through the 1850s. 
Prominent east coast architects such as Benjamin H. Latrobe, Robert Mills, and William 
Strickland popularized the style. Greek Revival architecture was spread by settlers from 
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the east as they came to the Midwest and also from the south coast as settlers moved 
further west into the states of Alabama, Mississippi, and Louisiana. 

Local builders and craftsmen in the Midwest used Greek Revival details in simple 
designs for front gabled, double pile, I, and upright and wing houses seen throughout this 
area. These details could range from using simple Greek inspired forms to adding 
cornices with friezes and returns, six-over-six windows, horizontal sills and lintels, dentils, 
and elaborate doonways with transoms and sidelights. 

The Levi Willits House was built at a time when the Greek Revival style was very 
popular. The locally crafted house has features associated with mid-nineteenth century 
design and Greek Revival architecture including its low-pitched gabled roof and six-over-
six windows with simple horizontal wood sills and lintels. 

Other mid-1 Sth century homes in New Boston have Greek Revival or later 
Italianate details. They include: 

The northwest and northeast corners of Jefferson & Locust, brick gable front and 
wing Italianate, two story houses with belvedere and brackets. These two nearly identical 
houses were built c. 1857 for two business partners. 

319 Jefferson. Two story, wood framed l-house with side-gabled roof, 5-bay front 
facade fenestration pattern with four-over-four windows, and transoms over some of the 
entries. This house has had some windows and doors enclosed. 

323 Jefferson. Two story, wood framed, front gabled house with 3-bay front 
facade fenestration pattern with one-over-one windows and gable returns. This house 
has been synthetically sided and has an enclosed front porch. 

407 Locust. Two story, wood framed, upright and wing house with diamond 
shaped panel in the attic. The house has six-over-six windows with a porch located in 
the area between the upright and wing. It has been sided with synthetic siding and the 
porch has been enclosed. 
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Northeast corner of Madison and Broadway. Two story, wood framed, l-house with 
a 4-bay front facade fenestration pattern and a lunette in the gable end. The house has 
synthetic siding and the front porch is enclosed. 

Northwest corner of Jefferson and Fifth. Two story, wood framed, front gabled 
house with one-over-one windows and 3-bay front facade fenestration pattern. The entry 
door has a transom and sidelights. 

Southwest corner of Jefferson and Fourth. Two story, wood framed, l-house with 
end gable returns and six-over-six windows. The house has a 3-bay front facade 
fenestration pattern. The front porch has been enclosed. 

418 South Fourth. Two story, wood framed, side gabled roof house. The house 
appears to be built in two sections with the north section having six-over-six windows. 
The front porch has been enclosed. 

301 North Third. Two story, wood framed, front gabled house with 2-bay front 
facade fenestration pattern and one-over-one windows. The house has a stone 
foundation and a one-story window bay extension on the south. It has been synthetically 
sided and the front porch enclosed. 

Northwest comer Washington and Sixth. Two story, wood framed front gabled 
house with 3-bay front facade fenestration pattem with pedimented hoods. The entry has 
a transom and sidelights and there is a lunette in the front gable attic. The house has 
been synthetically sided and a new front door installed. 

414 North Fourth. Two story, wood framed upright and wing house with 3-bay 
front facade fenestration pattern. There are four-over-four windows and a triangular 
shaped window in the gable front attic. The front porch has decorative spindlework. 

History 

The township of New Boston which includes the village of New Boston was settled 
by William Denison and his son, John W. Denison in 1827 approximately 1/2 mile south 
of the present village. Located opposite the mouth of the Iowa River on the banks of the 
Mississippi River and having a protected channel for boats and shipping, the Denisons 
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thought the area to be an idea location for a settlement. In September 1834, the William 
Denison sold two thirds of his land in the area to Elijah lies of Springfield and Edward 
Burrall of Massachusetts and the three men had the town of New Boston laid out. 
Abraham Lincoln was hired to survey and plat the town.̂  

On January 31, 1835, the Illinois legislature created Mercer County including the 
area around New Boston. Also, the legislature voted to make the town of New Boston, 
the first county seat. On April 6,1835, an election was held for county offices and in April 
the commissioner's court met in new Boston. In 1836, the commissioner's court voted 
to move the county seat inland to Millersburg because of its central location.̂  

The first grist mill in the township opened for business in 1838 on the Edwards 
River by Isaac Lutz. In 1852, the present township of New Boston was organized and 
in 1859 the village was incorporated with a population of about 700 inhabitants.'* 

Levi Willits, the first owner and builder of this house was born May 31, 1808 in 
Pickaway County, Ohio on a farm. His parents, William and Mary Willits, had moved from 
Pennsylvania to Ohio and later moved to Indiana. Levi spent his youth on the farm and 
had very little formal education. He became a carpenter and cabinet maker an on 
December 1, 1832 he married Clarinda Drury, the daughter of Edward and Jane Drury 
of Wayne County, Indiana. After their marriage, the Willits resided in Raysville, Indiana, 
for four years before deciding to move to Illinois. 

In 1837, the couple arrived in New Boston and erected a log house. Soon Mr. 
Willits added to the house with different frame additions. Levi Willits and William Drury 
entered into a partnership selling groceries, paints, medicines, and liquor to the local 
residents and settlers. The partnership became a very lucrative business for the two 
men. Willits also opened a general merchandise store in Millersburg. He was extensively 
involved in the lumber business, speculated in land, bought and shipped grain, had a pork 
packing firm, and was a general contractor for a number of buildings in and around New 
Boston. In 1856, Levi Willits constructed this house as his permanent residence. In 1857 
Levi Willits and Judge John S. Thompson laid out the town of Aledo on land that they 
owned. Aledo was located in the center of the county and became the county seat in 
1857. Willits founded colleges for both the Presbyterians and Methodists in Aledo, both 
of which were short-lived. He also built the Barton Hotel, Aledo's first hotel. On March 
2, 1858 after suffering with inflammatory rheumatism, he passed away. During the late 
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1850s, Willits had spent much time living in Aledo in rooms due to his business dealings 
there, but maintained his permanent residence in New Boston, where his wife, Clarinda, 
kept house.^ 

Clarinda continued to live in the house in New Boston until it was sold to Anthony 
Burdick, in the 1870s. Anthony Burdick was a partner with James M. Mannon in the 
general merchandise firm of Burdick & Mammon in the 1870s.̂  The house was sold In 
1896 to Joseph Stineman. In the early 1900s, Stineman owned the local telephone 
company, and he had an one-story wood framed addition added in 1908-1910 to the 
north side of the house for the telephone office. The house passed through a number 
of owners and later became an apartment house. In the early 1980s, the an outside 
staircase and second addition above the first story wood frame addition was added by 
owner John R. Sloan to create an outside entrance to the upstairs apartment. 

After John R. Sloan's death in 1989, his will stated that the home should be left 
to the village of New Boston in hopes that they would turn it into a museum. The New 
Boston Historical Society was formed to manage the museum for the village government. 
The house has had some minor repairs and has been decorated with collections of the 
area's residents. Two of the upstairs rooms are rented out for over-night lodging to 
hunters, fishermen, and vacationers. 

The Levi Willits House remains today in the town of New Boston as a good 
example of locally built, brick, mid-19th century house with Greek Revival details. It 
maintains its historic integrity and is in good condition. 

Endnotes 

1. Hamlin, Talbot, Greek Revival Architecture in America. New York: Dover 
Publications, Inc. (Reprint of 1944 edition), 1964, p. 3-4, 18. McAlester, Virginia and 
Lee, A Field Guide to American Houses New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1991, p. 170-
172, 180. 

2. H. H. Hill and Company, Historv of Mercer Countv. Chicago: H. H. Hill and 
Company, Publishers, 1882, p. 73, 80. 
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3. Ibid, p. 81-83. 

4. Ibid, p. 84. 

5. Ibid, p. 583-586. 

6. Ibid, p. 97. 
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Verbal Boundary Description 

The Levi Willits House sits on Lots 5 & 6 of Block 6 in the original town of New Boston, 
Mercer County, Illinois. 

Boundary Justification 

The boundary includes the house, summer kitchen, and surrounding lots that have 
historically been associated with the Levi Willits House. 
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