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1. Name of Property 

historic name P l e a s a n t Grove School 

other names/site number. 

2. Location 

street & number .6 m i l es west of Eden Road on P leasan t Grnvp Rnarl 

city or town Eden 

• not for publication 

[J3 vicinity 

state I l l i n o i s codeJLL county Peor ia code 143 zip code 61569 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservafion Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this ^ nomination 
D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of 
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 

JS. meets G does not meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant 
C J nationally C l statewide ^ locally. ( D See continuation sheet for additional comments.) 

Signature of certifying official/Title Date 

Illinois Historic Preservahinn Agpnry 
state of Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property D meets • does not meet the National Register criteria. ( D See continuation sheet for additional 
comments.) 

signature of certifying official/Title Date 

state or Federal agency and bureau 

\^\%r\i 
4. National Park Service Certification Natio/iai Pa 

reb^ertify the 

[ M entered in 

hereby/certify that the property is: 

the National Register. 
• See continuation sheet. 

D determined eligible for the 
National Register 

n See continuation sheet. 

• determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

• removed from the National 
Register. 

other, (explain:) 

gnature of the Keeper /»i T Dignaiure OI Date of Action 
Entered in the ^ ^ ̂ .  
National Register 5 /1 



P l e a s a n t Grove School 
Name of Property « - | i M * ^ * » -

5. Classification 

Peoria County. Illinois 
County and State 

r 
Ownership of Prod^rty 
(Check as many boxes ps apply) 

S private ! ^ ^ 
• public-locai™. 
• public-State. „ 
• public-Federal 

ISXSSSI^ol Property 
(Check only one box) 

buiiding(s) 
• district 
TTsite 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 

•Wsiructure 
' • ^ O object 

Contributing Noncontributing 

1 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

1 , 0 

buildings 

sites 

structures 

objects 

Total 

Name of related multiple property listing 

(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) 

N/A 

Number of contributing resources previously listed 
in the National Register 

N/A 

6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from Instructions) 

Educa t ion /Schoo l 

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Social/Meeting Hall 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Mid-19 th Century 

Materials 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Limestone foundation 

walls Limestone 

Wood 

roof. Aspha l t 

other. 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 
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Description 

Pleasant Grove School was originally constructed in 1856 as a one-room 
schoolhouse, located on a wooded knoll adjacent to an existing church 
(removed, 1951) and cemetery. The schoolyard is separated from the cemetery 
by a cement block wall along the west side (constructed, 1913) and a wire 
fence along the south. The original grove of oak, hickory, and maple trees no 
longer remains on this portion of the knoll and the schoolyard Is open except 
for a few young deciduous trees and one large pine tree. A handpump-type well 
is located on the west side of the building. A wood outhouse remains off the 
schoolyard in the southeast portion of the adjacent cemetery. 

The original 1856 portion of the building is a compact one-story rectangular 
form measuring 28-1/2 by 25-1/2 feet, with an eave height of 10 feet and the 
ridge height of 15 feet. 

A wood-frame addition was added before 1900 measuring 8 by 8 feet of a similar 
rectangular form, enclosing the original north entrance and forming a 
cloakroom/vestibule. 

The original walls are constructed of approx. 2 feet thick native limestone, 
laid in an exposed random ashlar pattern. Larger blocks were used at the 
corners, as quoins, and above the windows and door openings as lintels. Stone 
sizes vary widely, but the north facade wall units are of more uniform size 
and finish. Mortar joints are weathered, but those nearer the eaves indicated 
that the original were tooled, with a raised bead finish nearly flush with the 
face of the stones. 

The roof and floor structure is constructed of wood. Records do not indicate 
who cut and shaped the timbers, but the site offered a plentiful supply of raw 
material. The roof is concealed from view by a contemporary lay-in acoustical 
panel ceiling. No access to the crawlspace is available. The roof eaves 
overhang the top of the wall by approx. 12 inches, without brackets or 
ornament except for a dressed-board wood frieze at the top of the wall with 
crown molding and the joint with the eave. A second wood molding runs along 
the bottom of the frieze at each gable end. Roofing is contemporary 3-tab 
asphalt shingles with metal dripedge trim. 
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Description (continued) 

The original entrance door remains, enclosed by the addition. It, and the 
door on the south that replaced one of the windows, are single 36 inch wide 
s t i l e and r a i l doors with raised panels and glazed 3-lite transom. The 
exterior door of the addition is of wood board construction with glazed 
transom and secured by exterior iron bar and padlock. This door is the only 
opening into the addition, which is wood framed construction with 4 inch 
beveled wood siding and cornerboard detailing. The addition roof is similar 
to the original building in overhang and pitch. 

Seven of the original eight window openings remain, one on each side of the 
north entrance and three (originally) on each west and east sides. The 
earliest photographs indicate these windows to have been six-over-six double-
hung type with narrow muntins and simple wood frames. The north facade 
windows have been changed to one-over-one. The west side has three, six-over-
six windows and the east side has two, six-over-six windows. The south facade 
has no fenestration. Shutters of louvered type in early photographs were 
replaced by heavy, vertical board type in most of the later photographs. 
These shutters were held open by metal clips fastened to 1x6 wood boards run 
horizontally between windows. These boards and clips remain, but the shutters 
have been removed. 

The existing brick chimney, built within the northwest corner of the exterior 
stone wall, replaced (1913) the original, centrally located chimney (west of 
the ridgebeam), and the original wood/coal stove has been replaced (1920's) by 
the current cylindrical stove. The financial records of the school indicated 
the ongoing costs of fuel and stove repairs. 

Water for the school came from a nearby spring, until the well was dug in 
1860. Separate boys' and girls* outhouses, on opposite sides of the school, 
and the coalhouse built on the northeast corner of the schoolyard (1876) no 
longer exist. 

The interior of the one-room original building remains, as well as the 
addition. The main floor is 4 inch wide wood boards which run the length of 
the room. The floor of the addition is poured concrete, nearly flush with the 
main floor level. The addition is equiped with hooks on the west wall, and 
shelves on the east wall. 
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Description (continued) 

The lay-in ceiling and plywood wall paneling cover the original ceiling and 
upper walls. A slate blackboard extends nearly the entire width of the south 
wall, and a stile and r a i l wainscot with flat panels extends around a l l sides 
of the room. 

Electrical light fixtures are pendant opal globe type, and were installed in 
the 1940's. The large windows with their deep window s i l l s , and candles and/or 
oil-lamps were the original sources of light. 

Records indicated several pieces of equipment, such as the long "recitation 
bench", a cupboard built in 1860 by Mr. Lobaugh, and the cast iron and wood 
benchdesks which have been removed. 

Statement of Significance 

Pleasant Grove School is locally historically significant for Criteria C for 
Architecture, as an excellent example of a stone one-room schoolhouse. Its 
period of significance coincides with the date of its construction, in 1856. 

Construction of rural schools flourished in the Midwest in the mid and late 
19th century as the land opened to settlement. Legislation to promote, 
charter, and fund public schools such as the Illinois Education Laws of 1841 
and 1845 aided the effo r t s of the settlers who had already started 
subscription-funded schools which were sometimes associated with their 
churches. 

Logan Township Pleasant Grove Cemetery Association, Inc. which now owns the 
building and grounds, is comprised for the most part of fifth-generation 
decendants of the original pioneer settlers of this area which was once called 
"Kimzey's Close" after the three brothers who settled near the Grove between 
1835 and 1839. 



P l e a s a n t Grove School 
Name of Property 

Peoria County. Illinois 
County and State 

8. Statement of Significance 
Applicable National Register Criteria 
(Mark "x " in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing.) 

• A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history. 

• B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

E C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

• D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 

(Mark "x " in all the boxes that apply.) 

Property is: 

• A owned by a religious institution or used for 

religious purposes. 

• B removed from its original location. 

• C a birthplace or grave. 

• D a cemetery. 

• E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

• F a commemorative property. 

• G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years. 

Areas of Significance 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Architecture 

Period of Significance 

1856 

Significant Dates 

1856 

Significant Person 

(Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 

N/A 

Cultural Affiliation 

N/A 

Architect/Builder 

Lobaugh, Joel. Builder 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

9. IWajor Bibliograpiiicai References 
Bibilography 
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data: 

• preliminary determination of individual listing (36 • State Historic Preservation Office 
CFR 67) has been requested • Other State agency 

• previously listed in the National Register • Federal agency 
• previously determined eligible by the National • Local government 

Register • University 
• designated a National Historic Landmark S Other 
• recorded by IHistoric American Buildings Survey Name of repository: 

• 
# Pleasant Grove Cemetery Associat ion 

• recorded by Historic American Engineering 
Pleasant Grove Cemetery Associat ion 

Record # 



P l e a s a n t Grove School 
Name of Property 

Peoria County, Illinois 
County and State 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of Property Less than one ac re 

UTM References 
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.) 

1 I 2 | 5 , 9 | 5 , 2 , 0| I 4, 5| 0, 6| 7, 2, q 
Zone Easting Northing 

2 L l I I \ I I \ I I I I \ I \ I I I 

Verbal Boundary Description 

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 

Boundary Justification 
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 

_L J L _L J L 
Zone 

4 I I 

Easting Northing 

J L 
• See continuation sheet 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title L e s l i e H. Kenyon. A r c h i t e c t 

organization Kenvon and A s s o c i a t e s . A r c h i t e c t s 

street & number 735 North K n o x v i l l e Avenue 

city or town P e o r i a 

date January 1994 

telephone 309 674-71221 

state IL zip code 61602 

Additional Documentation 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

IMaps 

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items 
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

Property Owner 
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.) 

name P l e a s a n t Grove Cemetery A s s o c i a t i o n , c /o E l v a Harper 

street & number 1314 North Wood Road 

city or town P e o r i a 

telephone. 

state T11inr»i<; zip code 61604-4452 

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain 
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 ef seq.). 

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect 
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503. 
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statement of Significance (continued) 

These brothers, John, w i l l i a i n , and Robert B. Kimzey, and t h e i r s i s t e r , Mary, and 
her husband. Hector McAlister, deeded land i n 1849 through 1861 to the Methodist 
Epicopal Church on the Farmington C i r c u i t on which was b u i l t the f i r s t church i n 
Pleasant Grove, This c. 1850s building (demolished) replaced a log bui l d i n g , 
b u i l t i n 1840, located " t h i r t y rods east and across the road" from the present 
day school. The log building served as the area's f i r s t church and schoolhouse. 
Students came from within a four-mile radius, and usually went home for lunch. 
Support for t h i s school was by subscription with payment to the teacher i n cash 
or produce. 

Most of the v i r g i n p r a i r i e had been broken by 1850, and the area was known for 
i t s prosperous farms and abundant natural resources of trees, water, f e r t i l e 
s o i l , and outcroppings of limestone. Public schools began to receive l o c a l teix 
support by 1855 and the area's c i t i z e n s made plans to b u i l d a stone school i n 
Pleasant Grove, east of the church. 

The new Pleasant Grove School was b u i l t i n 1856 by Joel Lobaugh, a fanner and 
Stonemason from nearby Smithville, using stone quarried south of the Pleasant 
Grove Cemetery. Mr. Lobaugh had come to Logan Township from Adams County, 
Pennsylvania i n 1847. 

The stone construction and workmanship of the building are i t s most outstanding 
features. The school i s constructed of native limestone from a time of the 
e a r l i e s t use of t h i s material l o c a l l y . The 1873 Atlas Map of Peoria Countv noted 
several stone quarries i n the area. A study of stone construction and these 
stone quarries has not been conducted for the Peoria County area. The north 
facade, or front, features stonework of s l i g h t l y larger, more ashlar stones than 
the side and rear elevations. Joel Lobaugh used larger, more square stones at 
the corners of the building which appear somewhat as quoins and help strengthen 
the wall intersections. 

The foundation of the building and i t s walls are rock-faced limestone, random 
course. Dressed limestone l i n t e l s and window s i l l s serve as the building's only 
ornament, r e f l e c t i n g no p a r t i c u l a r architectural s t y l e . I t s native limestone 
construction i s a s i g n i f i c a n t representation of use of the material l o c a l l y , 
taking advantage of a re a d i l y available and abundant natural resource. 

Ashlar masonry of t h i s type was used for buildings where permanence, ease of 
maintenance, and use of abundant l o c a l material were desired. A.J. Downing's 
Cottage Residences, Rural Architecture and Landscape Gardening, published i n 1842 
lauded stone as the preferred building material. Examples of i t s use on r u r a l 
buildings include barns i n Johnsonburg, New Jersey (before 1819) and Harmony, 
Pennsylvania (c. 1845). The bui l d i n g retains a high degree of i n t e g r i t y , with 
only exterior changes being the addition of the front vestibule, removal of 
shutters, and replacement of some of the window sash. 
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Statement of Significance (continued) 

No h i s t o r i c i n t e r i o r photographs e x i s t , but exterior photographs indicate that 
the building always had exposed stone with flush or bead tooled j o i n t s . The 
photographs also indicate that the l i n t e l s and s i l l s were painted i n a dark 
color, contrasting with the l i g h t stone and l i g h t colored wood trim. 

The 1873 Atlas Map of Peoria Countv. indicated that Logan Township had 1065 
residents. This seems to be average for the r u r a l townships west of Peoria. The 
Atlas included maps which indicate seven schools and several stone quarries i n 
the township. This school i s the l a s t remaining example of a one-room school i n 
the township. Only two other known stone one-room schools e x i s t i n Peoria 
County. 

Rosefield Township, Section 32, North Eden Road near Doremus Road, approximately 
three miles north of Pleasant Grove School. The school property was owned by J. 
Yinger i n the 1873 Atlas. The building was converted to a residence and i s 
currently uninhabitable, with many changes to the roof, doors, windows, f l o o r 
plan, and additions for r e s i d e n t i a l use. 

T r i v o l i Township, Section 4, Northwest corner of Route 116 and Stone School Road, 
approximately four miles northwest of Pleasant Grove School. This one-room stone 
school i s currently used as a residence and has had entensive i n t e r i o r 
modifications and exterior changes to the windows, doors, and entrance roof• 

The Pleasant Grove School served as a school from 1856 u n t i l 1946 for the area's 
residents. In 1946 the l o c a l Logan Township school d i s t r i c t s consolidated and 
moved th e i r classes to nearby Eden. The Pleasant Grove Cemetery Association, 
Inc. (members of which were descendants of othe o r i g i n a l s e t t l e r s of the area) 
purchased the school and a grounds at an auction i n October 25, 1947. The 
Pleasant Grove Cemetery Association was incorporated i n February 24, 1938 as a 
non-profit organization, i t maintains and uses the building for meetings once 
or twice a year. 

Bibliography 

A. T. Andreas Company, Atlas Map of Peoria Countv. Chicago: A. T. Andreas 
Company, 1873. 

Condon, C.A., Pleasant Grove Cemetery. Map prepared by C. A. Condon, Hanna Cit y , 
I l l i n o i s , October 1914, copy by R. F. Roberson May 19 84. 

Downing, A. J. , Cottage Residences, Rural Architecture & Landscape Gardening, 
1842. Watkins Glen, NY: Library of Vict o r i a n Culture, reprint 1967. 

Downing, A. J. , The Architecture of Country Houses, 1850. NewYork, NY: Dover 
Publications, reprint 1969. 

Hanna C i t y - T r i v o l i Index, "Pleasant Grove Community." November 1954. 
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Bibliography (continued) 

I s b e l l , Dorothy M c A l l i s t e r , A Historv of Pleasant Grove. Unpublished manuscript, 
1983 . 

I s b e l l , Dorothy M c A l l i s t e r , Pleasant Grove School Records. School D i s t r i c t 34, 
l a t e r D i s t r i c t #203, copies made from 1859-1886 records. 

Panek, Roger T., American Architectural Styles, 1600-1940. Dover, MA: 
Arc h i t e c t u r a l Styles, 1976. 
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American Library, 1980. 

Verbal Boundary Description 

The boundary of Pleasant Grove School property i s shown on the accompanying s i t e 
plan e n t i t l e d "Site Plan for Pleasant Grove School." 

Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n 

The nominated property includes the entire parcel h i s t o r i c a l l y associated with 
Pleasant Grove School. 
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Pleasant Grove School 
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Illinois Historic 
Preservation Agency 

Old State Capitol • Springfield, Illinois 62701 • (217) 782-4836 

M a r c h 28 , 1994 

RECEIVED 413 

APR sm 

INTERAQEIICY WESOURCg DtyiSION 
NATIOHAL PARK SERVICE 

Ms. Beth Boland 
National Register Section 
National Park Sezrvice 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
800 N. Capitol Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20002 

Dear Beth: 

Enclosed please f i n d the National Register nomination 
materials f o r the following properties i n I l l i n o i s that were 
recommended for nomination by the I l l i n o i s H i s t o r i c Sites 
Advisory Council, followed by th e i r nomination by the State 
H i s t o r i c Preservation O f f i c e r : 

Hazen Bridge, Mahomet v i c i n i t y . Champaign County 
A l v i n S. Keys House, S p r i n g f i e l d 
Chippiannock Cemetery, Rock Island 
Rutter Store, St. Libory 
P'arlin Library, Canton 

vTleasant Grove School, Eden v i c i n i t y , Peoria County 

Thank you f o r your attention to th i s matter. 

Sincerely yours, 

^nn V. Swallow 
Survey & National Register 
Coordinator 

end, 


